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The aUen^nfi that ka^ been made m thk new edi- 
tion of the Grecian history are so nitmerouB and ex- 
tensive, as dmost to make it a new work* The ori- 
ginal history of Dr. Goldsmith contains many anec- 
dotes of ()i;^tionab^ authority, and very doubtful 
interest, from Plutar'ch and Curtins, whik 

such ia^ortant matters ^ the Dorian migration and 
the sedition of Cylon avf wholly omitted. The com- 
piler of the Abridgement following the same track, 
hurried over some of the most important periods with 
brief and scanty notice, whik he assigned very dis- 
proportionate kngth to H) few isolated incidents. The 
present editor ha» endeavoused to remedy both evils, 
by abridging whatever aj^eared too difiuse, expand- 
ing those parts which were so brief as to be scarcely 
intelligible, and supplying the numerqEus mnissions of 
the original week. The Batihorities to which he ha^ 
{Nrinctpaliy had i^aeourse, are the histories o/ Gillins 
and MitfiiM in fibe earlier the worki and 

land and for the pei^ to the ^dord 

Feloponnessali woe. i bmC alutdii of modem Gm- 
Ean history is Butyoined, in ord^ that the stodent 
have an opipoftuility of eotnpsidDg the prae- 

pects with the fonnnr ^SEune of Greece. \ f 
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PREFACE. 


The introductory chapters are for the most part an 
abridgement of Professor Heeren's valuable work or 
the political history of Greece ; they contain a view oi 
the principal causes that operated in forming the na- 
tional character of that people, whose history the stu- 
dent is about to peruse, and a sketch of those circum- 
stances of situation, climate, religion, and government, 
which influenced, in no small degree, the various for- 
tunes of the different states. 

The concluding chapters contain some account of 
Grecian literature and philosophy, designed to stimu- 
late, rather than gratify curiosity ; and to excite in the 
youthful student a desire for more intimate acquaint- 
ance with those works, which, after the lapse of so 
many centuries, still continue the noblest monuments 
of human genius. 

A brief sketch of the history of the minor states 
and of the islands is subjoined in the Appendix, and 
references are given to the^ share they had in any of 
the transactions recorded in the body of the work. 
A genealogical table of the Macedonian dynasties is 
added, to facilitate the understanding of the wars that 
followed the death of Alexander, 

The history of the Grecian colonies, of the Greek 
kingdoms founded by the successors of Alexander, 
and of the Asiatic empires, which vainly attempted to 
destroy the liberties of Greece, will be found in the 
Historical Miscellany, a work designed as a compa- 
nion to this and the histories of Rome and England,*' 
The contest between Greece and Persia is the most 
interesting event in the annals of mankind, and in 
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order to understand it aright, the student is recom- 
meAded to. make himself acquainted with the history 
of both nations. 

Poetical mottoes have been affixed to the several 
sections ; they have been found useful in other histo- 
rical works, and it is hoped that they will not in the 
present instance be found inefficacious. 

W. C. T. 


A 



ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE 

TWELFTH EDITION. 


The rapid sale of two unusually large impressions, is 
the best proof that the changes made by the editor 
have obtained the approbation of the public. He has 
therefore solicited and obtained permission from the 
proprietors to introduce some new chapters into this 
editif)n; incorporating the outlines of the discoveries 
in Grecian history, which we owe to the researches of 
German and English scholars. He has not, however^ 
adopted the sceptical theories of Niebuhr and Miiller, 
which, pushed to their full extent, would render all 
ancient history mere uncertainty and conjecture ; but 
he has largely availed himself of the incidental in- 
formation supplied in their disquisition. He has also 
the pleasing duty of confessing the great obligations 
he is under to Dr. Arnold’s edition of Thucydides, one 
of the noblest contributions to sound classical literature 
that has ever issued from the press of this country. 
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INTRODUCTION 


r.HAPTP'P T 

Natural and Political Geography of Grecdf 


And yet how lovely in thine age of woe, 

Land of lost gods and godlike men, art thou I 
Thy vales of evergreen, thy hills of snow, 
Proclaim thee nature's varied favourite now ; 
Thy fanes, thy temples to thy surface l^ow, 
Commingling slowly with heroic earth, 

Broke by the share of every rustic plough. 

So perish monuments of mortal birth. 

So perish all in turn, save well recorded worth. 




2 Intersected, p, divided. 

Alternating, p. coming one after the 
other. 

S. Superflolal, a^. belonging to the 
surface. 

CL Traditions, a. unwritten hlitorles 
preserved in the memory of the 
people. 

fi. Anarchyi of government. 

D AchlHes, a. the ion ofFeleui and 
Thetii, deicrlbed by Homer as 
the bravest Grecian hero in the 
Trojan war. 

11, Foreland, a, land Jutting out Into 
the sea. 

Salubiioui, healthy. 

13. Stagnating, p. ibimlng lakes. 

JC. InaccesslUt, that cannot be^ 
climbed. 


IB. Heraclel'ds, a, descendants of Her* 
cules. ; 

21. Mercenaries, *. soldiers vrho foaght 
for hire. 

23. Headland, i. a lofty cape. 

24. Cupidity, a. oevetous oeBlre. ' 

25. Agamemhon, i. the commander 1)1. 

chief of the Grecian forces at thb 
siege of Troy. 

27. Colossal, atij. of immense iLse. 

28. Prominent, nc^. leading, coqiM 

cuous. 

3S. Cyc'lades, a. a duster of lilBudea|~ 
named ftvm the Greek werd.^ 
cha, a circle. 

SpOT^ades, vr another cluster derlvite.. 
ttaetr name from the Greek vm ' 
apeiro, to sow, beoauia fhcgT 
sprinkled over spa Iflw 
orei afield. ‘ 


1. A DLANCB at the map of the yvtirlcU aa known to 
ancients, will he Bufficient to convince na, tlmt no coantr]|r 
derived more advantages from its natural’ position^ thod 
that whifh we, in imitt^don of iht 
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Greece; but which the natives always desi^ated Hellas, 
itwaain the centre of the most cultivated portions of the 
-litree oontinents ; a short passag'e by sea divided it from 
and the voyage to Egypt, Asia Mi'nor, and Phoe- 
though somewhat longer, seemed scarcely more dan- 
^^rooB. ^Ita extensive coasts, indented with bays, landing- 
'^laces, and natural harbours, compensated for the absence 
voC large rivers, and pointed it out in the earliest ages as the 
' jioantry beet situated for commerce ; and though Phceni^cia 
was the parent of navigation, that art is indebted to Greece 
for its most material improvements. 2. The nature of the 
country afforded the inhabitants other advantages equally 
striking ; watered in eyery direction by an infinite number 
of small streams, intersected by ranges of.loft)’' hills alter- 
nating with fertile plains, and enjoying a wanner climate 
than any other part of Europe, the Greeks were enabled to 
pay equal attention to the different branches of cultivation, 
and to pursue a diversity of occupations. 3. Its extent from 
north to south, viz. from ihe promontory of Tse^nanim to 
the Cambu'nian mountains \ is about two hundred and 
twenty-five miles ; from its eastern extremity the promon- 
tory of Su'nium, in Attica, to the Leucadian cape, its most 
western headland, the distance is about one hundred and 
sixty miles. Its superficial content was about 29,600 squar^ 
miles, not quite two-thirds of the extent of the modem 
kingdom of PortugaL 

4. Nature still further subdivided the country into three 
nearly equal portions, by sepEiratmg the Peloponne'sus from 
the mainland, and intersecting the latter by the chain oi 
Mount (Eta, wtidi runs nearly parallel to the northern 
boundary. The countries in northern Greece were Thes- 
•aly on the east, and Epi'rus on the west, 

5. Thessaly was the portion of Greece most favoured by 

^ Mace^nU not reckoned a part of Greece, until a very late 
poiod ; It h therefore omitted here, but ita geography and bUtoiy will 
fiHmd in the flm wcdoa of the twdiftfa o^ter. 
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nature. It wels on three sides surrounded by mormtainB ; 
the continued chain of CEta, Oth'rys and Pin'dua, bounded 
it on the south and west, the Cambu^nian mountoms 
limited it on the north ; and on the east the peaks of Osia 
and Olym'pus rose above them along the coast of ti» 
^ge'an sea. Olym'pus was the fabled residence of the 
Grecian gods ; and the poets who thus described it, could 
scarcely have made a better choice, for there is no tuouiitain 
range in which so much beauty appears, united to subhmitf. 



The country was watered by the magnificent river Pene'us, 
which, rising in mount Pindus, flowed through it from 
west' to east ; and by a number of tributary streams which 
joined this river from the north and south. 6. The tradi~ 
tions of the ancients, confirmed by the geological appearance 
of the country, related, that the Pene'us had stagnated for 
several centuries, until ^ an earthquake divided Ossa from 
Olym'pus, and opened for it a passage to the iS^e'an sea 
through the delicious vale of Tem'pe. Thus Ibe soil of 
Thessaly had been bng subjected to a fertilizing proceai, 


' The poets say, that thU waa done by Hercules, 
B 2 
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and rose from the floods ready to reward the cultivator by 
the most luxuriant harvests. 7. It was divided into five 
provinces^ 1, Estiseo'tis, whose chief cities were Gom'phi 
and Aro'zufl : 2, Pelasgio'tis, in which the most remarkable 
places were Laris'sa, Gon'ni, and the vale of Tempe : 3, 
Thessalio'tis, which contained the city of Pharsalus, and the 
memorable plains of Pharsalia : 4, Phthio'tis, the country 
of Achilles, containing several towns, of which Phe'rae was 
the most important : and 5, Magne'sia, a district on the 
sea- coast, with a capital of the same name. There were 
several smaller districts named from the tribes, not of Greek 
descent, by which they were inhabited, such as PerrhBe'bia, 
&c.> On the north side of the Pene'us, the pure Helle'nic 
race was not be found ; the tribes who resided there were 
of Elyr'ian descent, of whom some considered themselves as 
belonging to the Thessalian and others to the Macedonian 
nation. 

8. Thessaly presented many facilities for internal naviga- 
tion, but none of them were^mproved by art ; in the heroic 
ages it produced the best soldiers in Greece ; but the fer- 
tility of the soil proved the ruin of the inhabitants. They 
rioted in sensual enjoyments, and were proverbial for their 
intense selfishness. ” Though Olympus, the habitation of 
the gods, stood on their land, nothing godlike was ever un- 
folded within its precincts Their cities, alternately the 
prey of anarchy and tyranny, never produced men conspicu- 
oua for their love of freedom ; and though the country was 
populous, and studded with excellent military positions, it 
Bubiaitted without a struggle, first to the yoke of Xerxes, 
and subsequently to that of Philip. 

9. E^i'rus was next to Thessaly the largest, but it was 
the least cultivated division of Greece. Its inhabitants 
were of the Illyrian rather than Helle'nic race, but the royal 
family claimed ^to be descended from Achilles. Its prin- 
cipal divisions were, 1, Molos'sis, of which the chief city 


> Heeren. 
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■was Ambra'cia, on the gnK to which it gave name, and 2, 
Thespro'tia, whose capital was Buthro'tum. In the interior 
of Epi'rus, was Dodo'na, celebrated for the oracle of Ju- 
piter, the common object of veneration to all the Hellenic 
tribes. 

10. Central Greece, or HeHas, had the chain of Mount 
CEta on the north ; the Mali'ac bay, and the Euri'pus on the 
east ; the Saron'ic and Corinthian gulfs on the south, and 
the lo'nian sea on the west. It contained nine district5. 

11. L At'tica, a foreland extending towards the south- 
east, and gradually diminishing. Its length was about sixty- 
three miles, and its greatest breadth, in a north-westerly 
direction, about twenty-five miles, but it tapers more and 
more to a point, till it ends in the rocky promontory of 
Su^nium. On the summit of this remarkable headland 
was a temple of Minerva, of which some columns still 
remain, and give to Su'nium its modem name Cape 
Colonna. It is a spot peculiarly interesting to EngHshmen, 
having been the scene of the*shipwTeck so powerfully de- 
scribed by the unfortunate Falconer, in his poem of that 
name. 
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The laud in At^ca is naturally barren ; indeed it never 
produced com sufficient for the support of its inhabitants ; 
but the climate is sdlulrious : the Ilis'sus, Cephis'sus, and 
other small streams, afforded a plentiful supply of the purest 
water ; and the plains were particularly adapted to the 
culture of the olive . Its chief, indeed its only city, was 
* Athens ; the other towns, such os Mar'athon, Eleu'sis, 
Deceli'a, &c. were little better than villages. The country 
was very mountainous, but the mountains were not of ex- 
cessive height ; the moat remarkable were, * Hymet'tus, 
Pente'licuB, and Lau'rium, 

12. II. Meg'aris, the smallest of the Grecian countries, 
lay between Attica, of which it once formed a part, and 
the Corinthian isthmus. It contained the city of Meg'ara 
and the celebrated sea-port Nisae'a. Meg'aris was 
wrested from the lon'ic inhabitants of Attica by a ^ Doric 
colony. 

13. in. Boeo'tia lay to the north-west of Attica, and 
exhibited in almost every respect a different character. It 
may he generally described as a large plain shut in by the 
chain of Pomas'sus, Hel'icon, and Cithse'ron on the west 
and south. Mount Cne'mis joined it on the north, and 
Ptohs lay between that and the sea. Numerous rivers, 
of which the * Cephis'sus was the chief, descended from 
these mountains, and stagnating in the plains, produced 
several marshes and lakes; among which, Copa'is, cele- 
brated for its delicious eels, is the largest and most re- 
markaUe, The soil of Boeo'tia was among the most 
fruits in Greece, and the country was the most thickly 
mhttbitied. Besides ‘ Thebes, the capital, it contained 
Plstae's, Tmdl igrm, Thes'ptse, Charonei^a, Lebadei'a, Leuc'- 
tra, nd Orchoin'emn; m» wfkich we shaH firequently 

^ Scr rhmptfrr. * Ibid. 

* See Blstey, L 

* This must not be ceetended with the Cephhratu la Attka. 

* See next chapter 
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meet in the ensuing^ history, for 4he fate of Greece wai 
often decided in Boeotia. 

14. IV. Pho'cis, a district of moderate size and irregular 
shape, extending from mount CEta to the bay of Corinth. 
It contained the mountain-passes that were considered the 
key both to Bmo'tia and At'tica. The most important was 
that near Elatei^a, and hence arose * the terror of the 
Athenians when they learned that Philip had seized on 
that city. Besides Elatei'a, the capital, Phocis contained 
the town and celebrated oracle of Delphi ^ and the city 
of Cris'sa with its excellent harbour, Cir'rha. The most 
remarkable mountain was Pamas'sus. 

15. V. Lo'cris ; this district was divided into two portions 
by Pho'cis and Mount Parnassus ; the eastern part was in- 
habited by two tribes, the Epicnemid'ii and Opun'tii, deriving 
their names from mount Cne'mis and the city of Cypus. It 
lies along the Euri'pus, or narrow strait that separates 
Eubcfi'a from Bceo'tia, and contains but one place of im- 
portance — the memorable straits of Thermop'ylae. 16. 
This pass was considered as the only road by which an 
army could march from Thessaly to Hellas, for nothing more 
than a footpath ran across the mountain-chains ; conse- 
quently at the time of the Persian invasion, and indeed 
at a much later period, it was looked upon as the gate of 
Greece. The following description of the place, copied 
from Herod' otuB, will enable the reader to conceive how it 
was, that with such an inferior force, Leon'idas was able 
to resist the countless myriads of Persia. At Therm- 
op'ylee, a steep and inaccessible mountain rises on the west 
side, in the direction of (Eta ; but on the east side are the 
sea and marshes. There are ® warm fountains in the paaSi 
and an altar of Hericules stands near them. On going 
from ^ Trachea to Hellas, the road is but half a pletk'rum 

* See History. a gee next chapter. 

® Hence the place received its name from Thermai, hot BpringB, and 
Pylai, gates. See chapter V. sect. II. 

* A town of Fhthiotis in Thessaly. 

B 4 
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(fifty feet) wide, yet th^ narrowest part is not there, but 
just in front and at the back of Thermop'ylse, where there 
is but room for one carriage.” 

17. VI, The western part of Lo'crb was inhabited by a 
semi-barbarous tribe called Oz'olae ; it extended along' the 
northern coasts of the Corinthian bay, and contained two 
considerable cities ; Amphis'sa in the interior, and Nau- 
pac'tus, now called Lcpanto, 

18. VII. The small and mountainous district of Doris, 
at the foot of Mount CEta. This country is only remarka- 
ble for having been the residence of the Heraclei'dtB during 
their exile, and for having been the native country of 
those Doric tribes who produced such great revolutions in 
southern Greece. It was called Tetrap'olis because it con- 
tained four small cities. 

19. VIII. and IX. .^Etolia and Acama'nia; these two 
provinces, though of considerable size, and as much fa- 
voured by nature as any of those we have mentioned, took 
no prominent part in the aflhirs of Greece, until the time 
when the country was about to faU under the dominion of 
the Romans. The iEtolians then made a fierce but un- 
successful struggle for independence ; Eind were treated 
with barbarous cruelty by the conquerors. In the heroic 
ages, both these districts produced several heroes ; both 
were peopled by HeUe'nic tribes, and yet they remained 
sunk in barbarism after Athens had reached the summit of 
civilization. The river Achelo'us divided these districts ; 
the principal town of jEtolia was Cal'ydon on the Eve'nus ; 
and of Acama'nia, Stra'tus. 

20. The peninsula which contains southern Greece was 
anciently called the A'pian Land\ but when Pe'lops hod 
established his authority in that part of the country, in 
honour of him it was named the Pelopoxme'sus. In modem 
timea it is called the More'a, from its resemblance in shape 


1 See History, chap. L 
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to the leaf of a mulberry. In the centre of the peninsula 
is a lofty range of hills, branching out in several directions ; 
between these are rich and fertile plains watered by the 
mountain streams j but there is not any river of consi- 
derable magnitude. It contained eight countries. 

21. 1. Arca'dia, a mountainous inland district, nowhere 
bordering on the sea-coast. The general appearance of 
the country is very similar to that of Switzerland, and this 
resemblance extended to the character of the inhabitants ; 
both were distinguished by the love of freedom, and the 
love of money. The Arca'dian mercenaries were just as 
ready to fight for pay as the Swiss of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, and were equally indifferent to the justice of the 
cause for which they drew their swords. The inhabitants 
led a pastoral life, and the poets always described the Area'- 
dians as models of rural felicity. 22. The principal moun- 
tains in Arca^dia were Cylle'ne, Eryman'thus, Msen'alus, 
Lycse'us, &c. j from these descended the streams which 
watered the Peloponne'sus, two of which only merit the 
name of rivers, the Pene'us and Euro'taa. Stymphalus, 
the only lake in southern Greece, was in Arca'dia ; it waa 
the scene of one of the labours of Hericules. The principal 
cities of Arca'dia were Mantinei'a, Teg'ea, Orchom'enus, 
Pso'phis, and Megalop'olis, which in a later age became 
the capital of the country. 

23. II. Laco'nia; this district, which may well be termed 
the land of warriors, extended to the south of Arca'dia, 
about sixty-six miles in length, by thirty-six in breadth. 
Though rugged and mountainous, it was very thickly inha- 
bited, so that it, is said to have contained nearly one hun- 
dred towns and villages. It was watered by the Euro'taa, 
a river celebrated throughout Greece for the clearness and 
purity of its streams. The chief towns were ^ Sparta, the 
capital ; Am'yclse, celebrated for the oracle of Apollo ; and 


' See next chapter. 
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Grythi'ran, whicb waa the harbour for the Spartan fleet 
when the state, mistaking* its true policy, endeavoured to 
become a naved power. Laco'nia terminated in two head- 
Uude, between which lay the Laconian bay, called now the 
Oulf of Cohkytkia : the cape at the eastern extremity’ was 
named Male^a, now St. Angelo ; that on the west was called 
TiE'naram, now Matefpan. 

24. IIL Messe'nia ; the chain of Mount Tayg'etus di- 
vides this fertile province from Laconia. ‘ The nch plains 
of Messe'nia early attracted the mpxdity of the Spartans, 
who at length made themselves masters of the country, and 
by having thus doubled their territories, became the first 
of the Grecian states. The chief towns were Messe'ne, 
Metho'ne, and * Pylus, the modem Navarino, The other 
moat remarkable places were the mountain fortresses of 
Itho'me and Eira. 

25. IV. Ar'golis j this country, so celebrated in the 
heroic ages, consists of a neck of land stretching out into 
the sea about fifty-four nules, until it . terminates in the 
promontory of Scyllaeum ; between it and Attica was the 
Saron'ic gulf, (now Gulf of Engia,) and on the other side 
lay the Argol'ic bay, (now Gulf of Napoli) . Its principal 
cities were Argos, once the chief in Greece, Myce'nae, the 
residence of Agamemfnon, Epidau'rus, and Trceze'ne. The 
other remarkable places were Ti'ryns, Nem'ea, and Cynu'- 
ria, the scene of several exploits of Her'cules. The Ar- 
gives, though possessed of an extensive and well-situated 
country, lost their pre-eminence after the Trojan war, and 
did not again take a lead in the aflfairs of Greece. 

26. V. Elis, on the western side of the Peloponnesus. 
This district may be called the holy land of Greece, since 
it was the spot where the different branch is of the Hellenic 

1 See Hkrtory, chap. II. 

* This harbour and the neighbouring island of Sphacteria have been 
the scene of great exploits, both In the andent and modern wars of 
Greece. 
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race met together as one people, and forgot petty animo- 
sities in their common worship of the Olympic Jupiter* 
No wars were allowed to violate this sacred soil : anniee 
indeed were permitted to pass through, but they were first 
deprived of their weapons, which were not restored until 
they had again crossed the boundaries. It was subdivided 
into three districts, Elis, deriving its name from the coital 
city, which stood on the banks of the Pene'us ; Fisa^tia^ 
called after the ancient city of Pisa j and Tri'phylia, a 
woody country extending to Messe^nia. 

27. Of these the most remarkable was Pisa'tis, as it 
contained Olym'pia, a district round the city of Pi'sa, where 
every five years the Olym'pic games were celebrated. The 
Ele'ans, jifter having vanquished the Pi'sans, presided at 
these games ; and thus acquired a considerable infiuence 
in Greece. On the banks of the Alpbe'os stood the sacred 
grove called Al'tis, a sanctuary of the arts, such as the 
world has never since beheld. Its centre was occupied by 
the temple of Olympian Jove, and was in feet the national 
temple of Greece ; in it was the celebrated colossal statue 
of Ju piter, probably the most splendid piece of sculpture 
that ever existed. Besides this temple there was within 
the enclosure two chapels sacred to Ju'no and Luci'na, the 
theartre, the sta'dium, where feats of strength were exhi- 
bited, and the race ground. The entire grove was filled 
with statues, the works of the most eminent artkts, and 
the diflFerent Greek states vied with each other in sending 
rich presents to adorn this spot, which they looked on as 
the common pride and property of their nation. 

28. VI, Achai'a, on the southern shores of the Corin- 
thian bay, in the north-west of the Peloponnesus, ' The 
inhabitants of this district had been expelled by the Do^- 
riana from their original settlements in the south of the 
Peloponnesus, and had in their tom driven out the lo^niaM 


* Sea History, chap, L 

B 6 
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from this province, to whicJi they gave their own name. 
They did not take a prominent part in the afiairs of Greece 
until after the death of Alexander ; hut then the Achse'an 
league, as the alliance by which their twelve cities were 
united was called, became for a time the sole defence of 
Grecian hberty. But though this province did not become 
illustrious by giving birth to great generals, statesmen, or 
poets, it always possessed good laws, which might well 
compensate for the deficiency. For a long time the Acheeans 
continued to enjoy a happy tranquillity, undisturbed by the 
wars of their neighbours. Their country was in nobody’s 
way, and excited no person’s cupidity. Even during the 
three Peloponnesian wars, when the rest of Greece was 
suffering from all the horrors of internal discord, the 
Achse'ans remained neutral. 

29. VII. Sicyo'nia ; this was a narrow slip of territory 
between Achaia and the Isthmus. Its principal town was 
Sic'yon, said to have been the most ancient in all Greece. 

30. VIIL The Isthmus of Cor'inth, between the Co- 
rinthian and Saron'ic gulfs. In point of extent this was 
one of the smallest states in Greece, but the commercial 
advantages of its situation were more than on equivalent 
for the deficiency of its territorial possession. Like Venice 
in a subsequent age, the city of ^ Corinth flourished most 
when its dominions were limited to the immediate precincts 
of the city.. 

31. The Islands of Greece may be conveniently classified 
in three divisions ; those which lie immediately off the 
coast, those which are collected in groups, and those which 
][s separate in the open sea. On the west coast in the 
lo^nian sea, was a chain of islands, of which the chief were 
Corey Va^ Leuca^dia, Ith^aca, Cephalo'nia, and Zacyn'thus. 
On the south, off the coast of Laco'nia, lay Cythe'ra. In 
the Saron'ic' gulf were Sal'amis and ^Egi'na ; ascending 


B S«e next chapter. 


> See Classical Oeoip-aphy. 
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further on the eastern aide, we meet Euboe'a oflp the B(bo- 
tian coast, from which it is separated by the Euri'pua ; Ha- 
lonne'sus bordering on Thessaly, and still farther north 
Tha'sus, Im'brus, Samothra'ce, and Lem'nos, 

32. The principal clusters of islands were the Cyc'ladea 
and Sporades in the iEgean sea. 

The moat remarkable separate islands were Crete, Cy- 
prus, and Rhodes, in the Mediterranean Sea. 

33. This survey of Greece, considered merely in its geo- 
graphical character, enables us to deduce certain inferences 
which may throw light on the history of the nation. And 
first, it appears that Greece was naturally cut up into cer- 
tain divisions, of which one could not easUy control the 
other. Thessaly could not without difficulty retain domi- 
nion over the nations soutli of Mount CEta ; still less could 
Hellas exercise supremacy over the Peloponnesus, or the 
Peloponnesus over Hellas. There were limits provided by 
nature for those who desired and could enjoy freedom, 
within which liberty was secured against all attacks of 
neighbouring states. It was easy to defend Thermopylae 
and the Corinthian Isthmus. Even a foreign conqueror 
could effect little, so long as the nation refused to forge its 
own chains. 

34. Secondly, there never was a country of the same 
extent as Greece, in which nature had done so much for 
the different branches of industry. It was not merely an 
agricultural, pastoral, or commercial country, but it was all 
three in conjunction. This variety of pursuits in active life, 
led to the acquisition of various kinds of knowledge, and 
prevented that narrowness of thought which arises from 
attention to a single object. 

35. Finally, as we have already stated, no country af- 
forded such facilities to navigation, while the art was as 
yet imperfect. On the way to Asia Minor and Phoeni'cia, 
one island almost touched emother ; it was not difficult to 
reach Italy, and the coasts of Egypt were not far distant 
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Erom Crete. Thus does Greece appear in the dispensation 
of Pro'vidcnce, to have been marked out as the country by 
which the blessings of civilization should be brought from 
the eastern into the western world. 


Questions, 


1. What advantages resulted from the geographical position of Greece ? 

2. Were any benefits derived from the nature of the country ? 

3. What was the extent of ancient Greece ? 

4. How was the country naturally subdivided ? 

5. How was Thessaly bounded ? 

6. Has any tradition been preserved which accounts for its early 

fertility 7 

7. What were the dmaions of Thessaly 7 

8. Did the Thessalians maintain a high national character ? 

9. How was Epirua divided ? 

10. What were the boundaries of Hellas ? 

11. Did Attiea contain any remarkable places besides Athens ? 

12. What was the situation of Megaris ? 

13. What were the most remarkable places in Binotia ? 

14. Did Phocis contain any places of note 1 
16, How was Locris divided ? 

16. In what manner has Thermopylse been described ? 

17- What was the chief city of the Locri Ozolae 7 

18. Where was Doris situated 7 

19. Is there any thing remarkable in the history of the iEtolians ? 

20. What names have been given to the southern peninsula of Greece 7 

21. To what modern nation were the Arcadians similar ? 

22. What were the most remarkable places in Arcadia 7 
23i. Did Laconia contain many places of note 7 

24. By whom were the Messeniaiis subdued 7 

28. What were the most remarkable places in Argolis ? 

26. Why was the soil of Elis deemed sacred ? 

27 . How is Olympia described? 

28. For what was Achaia remarkable? 

29. Whkh was the most ancient state of Greece 7 

30. What state was situated on the Isthmus 7 

31. Did any remarkable islands lie immediately off the Grecian coasi ? 

32. What were the other islands 7 

38. How does Greece appear to have been naturally fitted for the esta- 
blishment of independent state? 

M. Did any advantages result from the variety of soil and climate 7 
88 . Why was Greece the source of civilization to the western world 1 
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CHAPTER IL 

Principal Grecian Cities. — Athens^ Thehes^ Delphi^ 
Sparta^ Corinth. 


Ancient of days, august Athena ! where, 

Where are thy men of might ? thy grand in soul ? 

Gone, glimmering thro* the dream of things that were ; , 
First in the race that led to glory’s goal, 

They won and pass’d away. — 

Btron. 


3. Architecture, s. the art of building. 

Peaks, $. pointed tops of a moun- 
tain, ^ 

Sacchana'llans, s. worshippers of 
Bacchus. 

4. Mycale, s. a city and promontory in 

Asia Minor. 

G. Commemorating, part, preserring 
the memory oh 

Talent, s. a sum of money equiva- 
lent at Athens to 103/. ster- 
ling. 

Ui, Agriculture, e. the ciiltiyatlon of 
the groimd. 


Aristocratic, adj. In the hands of the 
nobles. 

Demonracy, a. that form of govern- 
ment in which the chief power 
Is lodged In the hands of the 
people. 

Aphorism, s. an established truth. 

13. Delfled, part, honoured as gods. 

17. Metropolis, t, chief city. 

Oligarchy, t, a form of government 
In which the chief power is lodged 
in the hands of a few. 

23. Aqueducts, i. artificial Dhaiinels for 
conveying water. 


1. Ath'enb lay in a plain, extending about four miles 
towards the Bouth west in the direction of the sea and 
the harbours ; on the other side it was enclosed by moun- 
tains. The plain itself was interrupted by several rocky 
hills, of which, that named the Acrop'ohs was the most 
remarkable. 

2. Ath'ens was founded by Ce'crops, a native of Sa^s, in 
Egypt, about 1556 years before the Christian era, and was 
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named after the Egyptian goddess Neith, whom the Greeks 
called Athene' and the Romans Minerva. The first build- 
ings were erected on the hill of the Acrop^olis, which pro- 
bably had been occupied by some of the ^ Pelas'gic tribes 
before the arrival of Ce'crops ; thence the city gradually 
extended on every side, especially towards the sea, until 
the long walls built by Themistocles uniting the city to the 
Peiraee us, completed the enclosure of Athens in its greatest 
extent, 



1. Acrop'olls 
4. Odei'uin. 
7, Pnyx. 

1^0. Poe'cile. 
] 3 , Sta'dJum, 


2. PropylBB'tt. 

5. Prytanei'um. 

8. MuBEB'um, 

11. Templum Tbs's el. 


8. Thea'tnim B&cchl. 
6. Areop'oguB, 

9. Fo'rum. 

12. OlynipBl'um. 


3. The summit of the Acrop'olis was a level plain 800 feet 
in length, and nearly 400 in breadth ; it was remarkable for 
the magnificent prospect which it afforded, for having 
been the ancient cradle of the nation, and above all, for 
those master-pieces of architecture which were erected 
by Pericles and other statesmen, to be the glory of theii 


* See History, chap. L 




PRINCIPAL GRECIAN CITIES, 


17 


own age, and the admiration of posterity. ^ The view to 
the north-west commanded the distant peaks of Mount 
Cithse^ron, famous for the orgies of the Bacchanalians, 
rising majestically over the surrounding hills ; to the north- 
east lay Pentericus, celebrated for its quarries of the finest 
marble ; the two summits of Hymet'tus, renowned for its 
abundant supply of the richest honey, lay to the east ; as the 
spectator turned southwards, he beheld Lau'rium, valuable 
for its silver mines, appearing at the remote extremity of 
the Attic peninsula ; but on the south and south-west was 
a prospect which awahened all the pride of an Athenian, 
and which even a modem traveller con scarcely view with^ 
out emotion, since in that direction were seen the three 
harbours with their shipping and dock-yards ; the Saron'ic 
gulf, the islands of Sal'amis and iEgi'na ; the outline of 
the Argive shores \ and in the remote distance, the pin- 
nacle of the Corinthian citadel, the commercial rival of 
Athens. 

4. To facilitate the student's conception of the following 
brief description of Athens, we shall suppose him to as- 
cend the “ Acrop'olis, and from thence survey the different 
parts of the city. A flight of marble steps led to the 
Propylae^a or entrance to the Acrop'olis, erected by Per'i- 
cles at an expense of nearly ®half a million sterling. The 
wings of this splendid structure were two temples j in one 
Minlerva was worshipped as the goddess of victory; the 
other was adorned with paintings, executed by * Polygno'tus. 
5. The citadel had nine gates; on the north it was forti- 
fied by the Pelasgic wall, said to have been erected by the 
ancient Pelasgi, on the south it was at first only defended 
by palings, which some of the Athenians mistook for the 

1 See Map of Greece. 

2 It was also called, the upper city, 

3 2012 talents, equal to £452,700 of our mooey. 

^ See Classical Dictionary. 
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m>oden walls dedsred by the oracle to be their best defence 
agaiBat Mie Fenians ; but, after the victory at Mycale, 
Ci^mon meted a wall called after hk namei which com- 
pleted; tiae mdosure. 6, Within these bounds lay the 
principal public buildings of Athens, the Temples, the 
Treafiury, and the Courts of Judicature. It would be im- 
possible in our narrow limits to describe all the edifices 
collected on this favoured spot; we shall therefore only 
mention the principal. Far the most remarkable was the 
^Parthenon, or temple of Minerva, the noblest piece of 
ardiitecture that the world has ever seen, rdsuilt by Fer'i- 
dea, after its destruction by the Persians, of the purest 
Fentdic marble. 



In contained three statues of Minerva, one of olive wood, 
so ancient that it is said to have fallen from heaven, one of 
marble, and one of gold and ivory, the work of Phid'ias, 
and deemed next to his statue of the Olympic Jupiter, the 
greatest triumph of sculpture. The temple commemorating 


* So named from a Greek word that signideB a virgin. 
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the * conteat of two d^ee for the patronage of the city, 
waa divided into two cbipelB, the one dedicated to Minerva, 
PoVias or patroness of the city ; the other to Neptune. In 
these were contained the salt spring Erechthe'is, said to 
have been produced from the earth by a blow of Neptune’s 
trident, and the sacred olive planted by Minerva. Be- 
hind the Par'thenon was the public treaBury, called from 
its situation Opisthodfomos, or the house in the rear j in this 
a thousand talents were always kept to meet any sudden 
emergency. 

7, At the foot of the Acrop'olis on the north side waa 
the Prytanei'um, a common hall, where the magistrates 
and those who had deserved well of their country, were 
fed at the public expense. On the south were the Ode'um, 
vyhere musical ccmtests were celebrated ; and the theatre of 
Bacchus, where tipgedies were acted in honour of that 
deity, and the merits of rival dramatists determined. 8. 
The northern quarter of Athens, named Mel'ite, contained 
little of importance. Cerami'cus was the name given to 
the western port of the city, from tlie nature of its soil, 
which was potters’ clay ; this name was also extended to 
a portion of the country beyond the wsdls. The C^ami'- 
cus contained the * afora or forum, which was the princi- 
pal market-place of Athens, and sometimes the scene of tibs 
public assemblies. It was ornamented by several potrticoe^ 
of which the most remarkable were the Po^ile and the 
portico of the Her'me, The Pce'cile derived its name 
from the paintings with which it waa ornamented ; in the 
middle waa depicted the war between Thei'scus and the 
Am^ azons : on one side was the burning of Troy, and on 
the other the battle of Mar^othon, It waa under the 
of thia portico that Zeno tanght bia disciples, whence his 

^ Minerva and Neptune are said to have contended for this honour j 
Jupiter vraa chosen as umpire ; Minerva produced an olive tree, and 
Neptune a spirited war-horse ; Jupiter decided in favour of thefimuer, 
declaring, that the blesaings of peace were superior to the glory of war. 

^ There were several smaller agoraif but this was the most hnpoTtaat. 
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followers were called Stoics, fronj a Greek word (stofa) 
signifying a porch. The portico and street of the Her'moB 
were so named from several statues of Her'mes or Mer'- 
€ury, with which they were ornamented. Only the bust 
of the figure was formed, the lower part was a square 
piUar, on which moral sentences were written for the in- 
struction of the people. 

9. At the extremity of the Ceromi'cus, near the Acrop'- 
olis, stood the temple of The'seus, the most beautiful 
structure in the lower city ; it had the privilege of being a 
sanctuary for slaves, and all men of the lower ranks, who 
dreaded the persecution of the powerful; — a noble com^' 
phment to the memory of The'seus, who had ever been 
the protector of the distressed. 

10. A small valley, Cce'le, lay between the Acrop'olis 
and the hills named the Pnyx and the Areop'ogus. The 
latter, which derives its name from being consecrated to 
Mars, was principally remarkable for the ^ celebrated court 
that met on its summit. The Pnyx was the place in 
which the most important assemblies of the people were 
held ; on the top was erected a le'ma or pulpit, from which 
the orators spoke ; and its position, strangely enough, varied 
with the poUtical constitution of the state. While agri- 
culture was the principal employment of the inhabitants 
of Attica, the government remained cmfocro^tc, but when 
commerce had increased the wealth and intelligence of the 
people, the constitution was changed into an almost com- 
plete democracy. During this period, the hema was 
placed fronting the sea, intimating that its contemplation 
should stimulate the orator to protect commerce, as the 
source both of the wealth and political happiness of the 
state ; but when Lysan'der had overthrown the Athenian 
power, and subverted * the Athenian constitution, the 

1 See Hutorj, cbip. HI. 

* Lyeander cBtablished an oligarchy in Atheiu, a« the SparttOi UfU- 
ally did in all the citiei that they conquered. — See Hiitory. 
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be'ma was made to face the country, under the pretence 
that agriculture was pointed out by Minerva as the proper 
object of the attention of the Athenians. A strange illus- 
tration of the early belief in an aphorism, which has since 
been frequently exemplified, that a commercial country must 
always be more or less democratic, and an agricultural com- 
munity favourable to aristocratic government. 

1 1 . South of the Pnyx was a hill named Musoe'um, where 
a fortress was erected by the Macedonians, when they 
occupied the city. 

12. There were three harbours belonging to Athens, 
Munych'ia, Peirse'eus, and Phale'rum; the first of these 
was the most ancient, and was very soon deserted : the 
other two were celebrated for affording safe anchorage, and 
a shelter secure against every storm. The Peirse'eus was 
the most important haven ; it in fact was a city by itself, 
vrith its own squares, temples, and agorai, frequented by 
a commercial crowd nearly as numerous and busy as that 
which was to be found in the market-places of Athens. 
The Peirse'eus could accommodate four hundred triremes, 
the other two not more than fifty each, 

13. The road to the harbours was enclosed by a double 
wall', designed and executed by Themis'tocles. These walla 
were built entirely of free-stone, and were so wide that two 
waggons could drive on them abreast. The road was orna- 
mented with the monuments of deceased poets, statesmen, 
and warriors, whom the Athenians frequently persecuted 
during their lives and almost deified after their death. 

14. The most remarkable places in the vicinity of Athens 
were the gymnafsia or public schools, three of which deserve 
to be more particularly mentioned ; the Acad'emy, the 
Lycae'um, and the Cynosariges. 

15. The Academy lay at the north-west side of Athena, 
at the extremity of the Cerami'cua without the walla ; it 
was originally the demesne of a rich Athenian, named 
Acade^mus, and was the place chosen by Fla^to for the in- 
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Btraction of fais discipleB, It is said to have been laid out 
with great taste and elegance ; and its groves are described 
as among the finest specimens of ornamental planting. 



16. On the eastern side was the Cynos^ges, where the 
principles of the Cjnic philosophy were taught ; and a 
httle to the right of it the Lyce'um, where Aristotle 
lectured. As this philosopher delivered his instructions 
while walking about the pleasure-grounds, his followers 
.were named ^ Peripatet'ice. 

17. From the geographical position of Athens, we are 
led to deduce some inferences which maj illustrate the 
hiitoi 7 of the republic. 

It was the centre of a small but compact territory ; no 
inhahttact of Attica was more than a day’s journey firom 
the wftfrupih'f, ai^ th^e was consequently n^ necessity 
for loc^ jurisdictions in the villages. Athens was empha* 
liaB% what it was called, datu, the city ; and in it the 
piide and the afledaons of all the piovindalB were as much 
d as if they had been actually citizens. It is* 

^ From iriptwariw, pg r^xilgo, I wlk about. 
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therefore, iiatnral to Buppose th*t mil the thoughts of the 
Athenians wonM be directed to the bemtifying of their 
city, as well as to the increase of its pohtical influenoe. 

Attica was not a fertile coontry, Init it was admiraWy 
situated for extensive cqjnmerce ; atffl there must have 
been always a powerful party favonr^de to agricnhure ; 
men posses^d of hereditary claims torewpeOt, rkdi in olive- 
grounds and fig-gardens, who looked with a jealous eye 
on the riches and infiuence which men of inferior rank 
acquired by trade. Hence we may expect to find in the 
history of the Athenian repuldic, traces of a struggle be- 
tween the landed and mercemtiLe interests ; in which the 
former would aim at establishing an oligarchy, by Imiting 
the possession of power to men of noble birth ^ or, what 
must in early times have been the same thing, persons in- 
heriting large estates ; while on .the other hand the advo- 
cates of commerce would endeavour to eAy^lish a pure 
democracy. 

Finally, Athens would naturally be at the head of the 
different commercial states that studded the coasts 
<F^ge^an ; she would be almost compelled to s^id out oofii- 
nies, and establish dep6ts on the Thradan coast, in order 
to hold communication with the Eux^ine sea i she would 
be the mistress of the iEge'an islands, and in dose contact 
with the Persian provinces in Asia Jdinar. From liieBe 
complicated relations, we may expect tint imkmB dispotes 
and wars would arise ; especially as the democratic nature 
oi the Athe^nian government wodd jnerait the adoption 
of a steady line of policy. 

18. The nodoes of Thebes in andsnt writers ve wot 
Bufi^ently exphdt to furnish the materials of along de- 
scription. It WBJB founded by Chdmns, {K.C. 14034 InAite 
walls were erected by Amphihn uid Ze'tfaoi, sbottt a oefi- 
tory later. It was more rpmaricaMo for its qrt ent thspi 
for the beauty of its echfices, but its seven gates are spoken 
of BB^meriting admiration. 
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19. Tlie Thebans looked on their city as tne capital of 
Boeo^tiii and were therefore involved in constant disputes 
veith the other cities in that province. We are, therefore, 
led to expect, that in Grecian history we shall find the 
Thebans more anxious to extend their dominion over their 
neighbours, than to exert themselves for the general benefit 
of the Hellemc community. 

20. Del'phi, whose celebrated oracle exercised so great 
an influence over the Grecian states, was romantically 
situated in a valley of Momit Parnassus, and embosomed 
in dark forests. The veneration in which the temple of 
Apollo and the Pythian responses were held, induced not 
only the Greek states, but even foreign princes, to send rich 
treasures to the shrine i and Delphi, even at an early age, 
became celebrated for the extent of its stores, and the 
beauty of its ueoorations, 

21. In Grecian history we are not to expect that Delphi 
win appear prominent ; placed out of the way of the dif- 
ferent states which contended for supremacy, it was the 
■common object veneration to all, and consequently aQ 
felt interested immaintaining its. integrity. But when the 
treasurea Defected during ages in the shrine had stimulated 
tile cupi£ty of some neighbouring community, we should 
naturally be inclined to conjecture, that the most cruel of 
all wars, a rdigious war, would be the consequence. 

22. Sparta, or Lacedee'mon, is supposed to have been 
founded by LeTex, a leader of the Pelasgi, but at what 
time it is impossible to determine. It became a city of 
considerable importance before the time of the Trojan war. 
and soon after the ' Doric invasion, was considered the 
^principal city of the I^loponneBua. The name Sparta 
WHS strictly applicable only to the citadel erected on a hiU 
^ the OCTtre of the city ; Lacedeeinon was a common 


* See History,, chap. I. 
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name for t^e reeidences of the five L&coniaQ tnhes which 
Tvere erected round the citadel. It was one of the largest 
cities in Greece, but being built in a straggling manner, 
was not so populous as several others. As the Spar^tana 
professed to despise the fine arts, their city did not contain 
any public edifice of importance. There is nothing in the 
situation of Lacedae'mon which would lead us to anticipate 
the eminence at which 'it arrived. The river Euro'tas, on 
whose banks it stood, was celebrated for the clearness and 
salubrity of its waters, but it was not a navigable stream, 
and afforded no facilities for commerce. The fame of 
Sparta was owing to its ^ political institutions, and not to 
its geographical position. 

23. At the southern exft-emity of the IsthnwA that united 
the Peloponnesus to Hellas stood Coriinth, a city enjoying 
the best situation for extensive commerce, in ancient or 
perhaps in modem times. It was founded by Sis'yphus, 
the son of ^Eolus, (B.C. 1616.) and was originally named 
Eph'yre, but when the family of ^ Pelops became masters 
of the Peninsula, it received its present name from Gorin- 
thus, a son of the Phrygian hero. 24. city was situated 
at the foot of a lofty mountain, Acro-corin^liaa, and was 
about four miles in extent. It was richly adorned with 
temples and statues, and the supply of water was better than 
in any other Grecian city, for its aqueducts were numerous 
and abundant. 

25. Aero -conn 'thus was the strongest fortress in Greece, 
and rivaled the Acropolis of Athens in the magnificence of 
its prospects ^ ; beneath it stood the city with its numerouJti 
edifices and busy crowd, beyond lay the narvow Isthmus 
and the two ports of the city Cen'chreee on the Baras^cjasd 
Lechse'um on the Crissse'an buy; these harhoois wm 

^ See History, chap. II. Sect I. and plan of Sparta there gireo. 

■ See History, chap. I. 

’ See a view of the Corinthian Acropolip| chap. XVL 
C 
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«8Uidly' crowded witk ehips, for the Isthmufl furnished a 
co B v e n i ent mai^iet, where the merchants of western Europe 
mig^t meet vad trade with the Ajuatics. Farther to the 
nozlh might he seen the sammits lyi Hericon and Par - 
mMOB ; and on the easthm side a strong eye might discern 
Athenian Acrop^olis. 

26. * From this sketch of the position of Corinth, we are 
led to anticipate the great pommerce which it enjoyed, 
especially with western Europe, as there was no great city 
on the lo'nian sea. It is also natural to suppose that the 
population would soon become too numerous for its limited 
extent, and that the Corinthian colonies would be more 
numerous than those of any other city. As it was the very 
key of the Peloponnesus, we might have expected that 
Coiii^ would have held the balance of power between 
northern and southern Greece; but its inhabitants were 
more mercantile than warlike, and neglected to avail them- 
solves of the military advantages of their situation. Com- 
mercial jealousy made them in general hostile to the Athe- 
nians, and consequently allies of the Spartans, but tl^ 
hostility to their rival waa on some occasions tempered wltii 
a ^ generosity not very usual among competitors in trade. 

27. In case of foreign invasion, Corinth became the 
Qtadd of Greece. The successive bands of spoilers who 
devastalted that unhappy country, found this city gar- 
tisoned by men eager to defend the last hope of their 
country. Hence after the decline of Grecian liberty, we 
mieetwith several instances of Cor^inth being fiercely be- 
sieged snd heroically defended; and sufiering fearfully 
firom the Tongeance erf its barbarous conquerors. In aHusion 
ho tlieM cpornnutances. Lord Byron op^s his poem of the 
Siege of Cormth with the foUowmg lines, whewe spirit emd 
beauty serve as a icUef to the dryness of our geogrRo 
phical details ; 


^ History, chap. Illi 
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Many a vanish’d year and age, 

And tempest’s breath and battle’a rage, 

Have swept o’er Corinth ; yet she stands, 

A fortress form’d to freedam'i hands. 

The whirlwind’s wrath, the earthquake’s shock 
Have left untouch'd her hoar^ rock, 

The key-stone of a IsAd which still 
Though fall’n looks proudly on tl^ hUl, 

The land-mark to the double tide, 

That purpling rolls on either side. 

As if their waters chafed to meet, 

Yet pause and crouch beneath her feet. 

But could the blood before her shed 
Since first Timoleon’s brother bled, 

Or baffled Persia’s despot fled, 

Arise from out the earth which drank 
The stream of slaughter as U sank. 

That sanguine ocean would o’erflow 
Her isthmus idly spread below ; 

Or could the bones of all the slain 
Who'perish’d there be piled again, 

That rival pyramid would rise 

More mountain-like through those clear skies, 

Than yon tower-capt Acrop'oUa, 

Which seems the very clouds to kiss. 


1. How was Athens situated 7 

2. By whom was the city built? 

3. For what was the Acropolis remarkable ? 

4. How was the Propylaea ornamented? 

5. By what fortiflcaticne was the citadel defended 7 

6. What public buildings didi the Acropolil contain 7 

7> Were there any remarkable ediflees at the foot of the hill on which 
the Acropolis was built? 

8. What remarkable places were in the quarter Ceramicus 7 

9. Was any privilege given to the temple of Theseus 7 

10. What assemblies were held on the Areopagus and Pnyx 7 

11. Was there any other remarkable hill in Atheas ? 

12. What were the three Athenian harbours ? 

13. How was the intercourse between the city and the haveni 

tected 7 > 

14. What were the Gymnasia? i - 

16 Who taught in the Academy t 

16. To what eecti of phildtophers did Cynosarges and the Lyqraa 
belong 7 > 

17* What inferences are dedOQed ftoro the geographical poaltloa of 
Athens 7 

16. By whom was Thebes built 7 

19. Why were the citlxens of Thebes at war with the other BceotlBBat 

^ c 2 
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90. Whek^ wu Delphi Bitiiated ? 

91. What efibot had this city on Grecian afTalnt 

92. How was Sparta situated 7 

99. What was the ancient name of Corinth ? 

94. Where was it situated ? 

25. Was there any remarkable prospect from the Act o-corin thus P 
96. What was the character of the Corinthian people ? 

97- What was the consei^uence of the position of Uorinlb 1 


CHAPTER III. 


Grecian Idolatry. 


Pluto, the grisly god, who never spares, 

Who knows no mercy, and who hears no prayers, 

Lives dark and dreadful in deep hell's abodes, 

And men detest him as the worst of Gods. 

Pope’s Homer. 


1. Idolatry, «. the worship of false 
gods. 

Immemorial, adj, of which no re- 
cord has iMen preserved. 

8. Elementary, adj. derived Irora the 
four elements, air, earth, water, 
and fire. 

Combination, ■. the Joining together 
things of a different naty e. 


4. Despotism, t. the absolute govern- 
ment of a single person. 

6. Political, adj> connected with tho 

state. 

Patriotism, t. love of country. 

7. Phenomenon, {plural phenomena) 

«. a remarkable appearance 
11. EccleiiBBtical, ai^. connected, with 
the clergy, 

13. Expenditure, #. laying out of money. 


1 . The origin of the Grecian religion has differently 
narrated hy hiatorians, some asserting that it was originBlly 
derived from Egypt, others declaring that Phoeni'eia was 
its parent, while not a few contend, that in the ancient 
history of Crete, or Samothra^ce, we must look for those 
personages whom the Greeks looked on as the rulers of 
Olympus ^ Much may be said in support of each of these 

1 A moutUain In Thea^aly, (see Jntroductii^ chapter I.) cm whota 
aumuiit the poets asserted that the godahad their reaidenM. . 
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several Buppositionfl, for it ia probable that the colomee 
which successively settled in the country, brought with 
them the worship practised in their native land ; but npne 
of them would, if taken separately, explain the reason of 
the great difference between the Grecian system of idolatry 
and all those which from time immemorial have prevailed 
in the East. The account given by the ancient Greeks 
themselves, appears to be founded on truth ; they tell 
that the poets collected the various traditions which were 
spread through the country, and arranged them into one 
uniform system, which the beauty of their verses soon 
caused to be imiversally adopted. 

2. Instead of enumerating the names and attributes of 
the deities, which may be found iu any pantheon, we shall 
endeavour rather to discover what was the nature of the 
Grecian religion, in its effect on the character of the peo- 
ple, and contrast it with the superstitions of Asia. The 
great struggle between the eastern and western world, is 
the most prominent feature in the ensuing history : any 
light that can be thrown on the character of the combatants, 
will not only make us more interested in their fortunes, 
but also greatly assist us in understanding the nature of the 
contest. 

3. Every inquiry that has been made into the supersti- 
tions that prevailed in Asia has contributed to prove, that 
the divinities of the East were purely elementary ^ or in 
other words, founded on some power or object of nature, 
and that the attribute which they principally contemjdated 
in the object of their worship, was resistless power* The 
sun, the moon, the starry host, the earth, the river that 
watered the country, the storms and whirlwinds that laid 
waste the fields, these and similar objects mingled with 
rude ideas of a creating, preserving, and destroying power, 
formed the ground-work of the different religious systems 
that prevailed in the East. They did, indeed, sometimes 
represent their deities in the human form, because men 

G 3 
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ntmlly oesociate ideas of excetience with their o-vva 
shape ; but they did not from thence deduce that the 
d^es were actuated by human filings. The form was 
always a secondary consideration, and they did not hesi- 
tate to disfigure it by the most unnatural combinations t in 
Older to convey more forcibly their ideas of divine power. 
The Hindoo represents his god with fifty arms, the Phry- 
gian Dia'na had as many breasts ; the Egyptians gave to 
their deities the heads and limbs of animals. In all these 
eases the statue was looked on as a symbol rather than a re- 
presentation \ 4. Beings supposed to possess boundless 

power, whom men had no reason to hope would sympathize 
in their condition, naturally inspired terror ; hence the Asia- 
tics adopted a religion of /ear, and worshipped their gods 
rather to avert evil, than procure good. This naturally 
led to cruel sacrifices ; human beings were, and still continue 
to be offered up in the East, for mercy and love form no part 
of the attributes with which their deities are invested. The 
influence of such a belief on the mind must have been 
iiyurious in the highest degree; it predisposed men to 
slavery, because they were naturally ready to acknowledge, 
in the government of their comitry, those printsiples by 
which they believed the whole wo^d to be directed. Z>es^ 
potism in its worst fonn they looked upon as the great 
principle riiat ruled the natural world ; their gods were to 
be conciliated, not by rectitude and piety, but by cruel suf- 
ferings, severe austerities, and inhuman sacrifices, We 
find that these same principles pervaded all the Asiatic 
foms of government ; let ua now see what practical effect 
they were Hkely to produce. 

6 . The Asiatics could have no idea of peUtioed rights or 
pistice ; their patriotism must have consisted in simple 
sttarbihent to the soil, their only connexion with the go- 

' The student will euUjr understand the distinction by a reference to 
the signs of the zodiao, T is the symbol of the constelletioii Aiieoy % 
’picture of the stars ^hich compose it would be a representadoii. 
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^rnment was blind Bid»iiisaion to the ruler’s wfll. Hence, 
when a war brdie out, they might fight for pay or |dunder, 
through love of their leader, or attachment to their sovereign, 
but never from a desire to serve their country, or secure its 
independence. This simplified the business of conquest in 
the East ; when an army was beaten the country was sub- 
dued, the general body of the people no more dreamed of 
resisting a victor, than they would attempt to struggle 
agEunst an earthquake or a whirlwind. Seso&'tris, Cyprus, 
Alexander, and many others, both in ancient and modem 
times, overran the East with forces scarcely sufficient to 
garrison one of its provinces. 

6. From the same habit of looking on their individual 
leader as every thing and themselves as nothing, the success 
of an Asiatic army depended altogether on the character of 
its general. There was no emulation between the different 
bodies of the army ; no soldier dared to think for himself : 
he fought indeed where he was commanded, but if his 
leader fell, or was made prisoner, he fought no longer; when 
the general fled, his army ran away ; the Asiatics were habi- 
tuated to act as mere machines, and consequently became 
useless when the moving power was destroyed. This was 
the fatal secret on which the fortune of Persia d^)ended ; 
the celebrated expedition of the * ten thousand revealed it 
to the Greeks, and Alexander, by availing himself of the 
knowledge, decided the fate of the eastern world at Is'sus 
and Arbela. 

7, The religion of the Cheeks was one of the most ex- 
traordinary phenomena that the world ever witnessed; it 
was formed by the poets, and upheld by the fine arts. To 
use the e^tressive words of an old philosopher, its gods 
•were immortal men, and its men were mortal gods. In- 
stead of the single attribute of brute force, the divinities of 
Greece were supposed to possess all the passions and a^c- 


‘ See History, 
c 4 
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tioBB of hviMD nature, joined indeed with the poBSession of 
supreme power, but power subjected to the control of wis- 
dom and justice. Though many absurdities flowed from 
thus attributing human characters to the gods, it gave a 
warmth and affection to their worship, which produced 
salutary effects. The Greek honoured his deity as his ^ 
friend, he presented the same gifts at the altar os he would 
have offered to a fellow-mortal whose favour he wished to 
conciliate ; he celebrated the sacred festivals with songs and 
dances, because such things delighted himself, and gratified 
all his acquaintance. 8. By a natural transition this attach- 
ment was extended to the place where the deity was wor- 
shipped, and became an additional xause of that ardent love 
with which the Greeks regarded their native land. To de- 
fend their temples was with them a more powerful motive 
than to protect their fire-sides ; and all through this history 
we shall see that piety was a principal part of Grecian pa- 
triotism. 9. On this account we must expect to meet with 
rdigiouB wars and persecutions, in the history of this peo- 
ple ; it is enough to mention the Messe'nian and the two 
Pho'cian wars as instances of the inveterate hostility with 
which they were punished who presumed to offend the Gods, 
the friends of the nation. 

10. Another peculiarity in the Gredion religion was, that 
the priesthood was not limited to a particular * family or 
doss ; it appears to have been like the magistracy in the 
republics, elective and temporary ; and many important ser- 
vices of religion were performed by the generals and magis- 
trates themselves. This prevented the establishment of a 
privileged class who might monopolize knowledge, as hap- 
pened in Egypt and other countries, while at the same time 
it gave a character of freedom to religion, which must na- 

* Except the Infernal deities, see the motto at the head of this chap- 
ter. 

* There were lome exceptions to this rule, os in the instance of the 
Eomol'pida at Athens. 
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turally have been imitated in politica. 11. Thfr^aecutioni 
fBUsed against those who insulted, or were supposed to have 
insulted the religion of the state, do not appear in any in- 
stance to have been caused by the priesthood ; the Amphic - 
tyon'ic council was composed of laymen when it commenced 
the sacred wars ; Alcibi'ades and Soc'rates were accused of 
impiety, not by priests, but by faetious demagogues ; they 
were condemned by the national tribunal, and not by an 
ecclesiastical inquisition. In short, the Grecian was a state 
religion, only because every individual in the state felt in- 
terested in its preservation 

12. The most striking consequence of their religion was, 
the ardour with which the Greeks cultivated the fine arts. 
The gods were supposed to possess a human form, but the 
beauty and sublimity of their appearance was far superior to 
that of' ordinary mortals. The poets laboured to describe 
the majesty of the deities by the most lively images. The 
painter and statuary endeavoured to embody these concep- 
tions on the canvass, and in the marble. This was the 
origin of ideal beauty, or the discovery of the highest de- 
gree of perfection which the human form can be conceived 
to attain. Thus with its religion was associated all that 
makes the name of Greece honoured by posterity ; epic 
poetry celebrated the wars of gods, and of the heroes de- 
scended from them ; the lyric writers composed hymns in 
their praise, and the dramatic writers laboured strenuously 
to produce pieces worthy of being represented at their festi- 
vals ; poetry, painting, sculpture, music, were cultivated, not 
so much for their own excellence, as for their connexion 
with the service of deities, who were loved as friends While 
they were worshipped as rulers. 

13. All these circumstances combined to accelerate the 
progress of civilization in Greece. Athens had arrived at a 
pitch of refinement higher than Rome ever attained, when 


1 See History, diap. HI. 
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the entire west of Europe remained sunk in barbarism. But 
ptfhaps this very refinement may have been the chief cause 
of its ruhii by introducing a laidsh expenditure in matters 
merely ornamental, and exhausting those treasures on which 
the nation relied for its defence, in splendid buildings, and 
ix^mpous processions. To such an extravagant length did 
the Athenians carry their love of the theatrical exhibitions 
in honour of their gods, that it was made a capital offence 
to propose that the funds raised for these shows should be 
applied to the public service. 


Question, 

1. What is the probable origin of the Grecian idolatry ? 

2. Why are |re interested in examining its efibcts ? 

3. What was the nature of the deities of the Asiatic nations t 

4. Did any evil consequences result from the peculiar natuie of the 

relif^on of the East ? 

5. What influence had the Asiatic religion on the political chkcacter of 

the Eastern nations ? 

E Did it influence military affairs 7 

7. What character did the Greeks attribute to their deities? 

8. How did their religion increase the patriotism of the Greeks 7 

9. Why may we expect to read of religious wars in Grecian histcry f 

10. What ifi remarkable in the Grecian priesthood 7 

11. Were the priests the authors of any persecutions 7 

12. Did the religion of Greece produce any effect on theflne artat 

13 . Were these blessings unmixed with evil ? 
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CHAPTER IV. 


The Mysteriea arid Oraclet^ 


False prophecy which dreams a lie, 

That fools believe and knaves apply. Gheene, 


1 . Impenetrable, oefj. that cannot be 
pierced. 

1 . Cuie'tes and Dac'tyll, «. ancient 
tribes that settled in Greece. 

3. Caste, r. a tribe separated 1^ par- 

ticular laws from the rwt of a 
people. 

4. Ritual, ». a collection of ceremo- 

nies. 

I, Initiated, joarf. persons to whom the 
secrets of the mysteries were re- 
vealed. 


6. Prognostic, i. supposed means of dis- 
covering a future event. 

9. Delirium, «. madness. 

10. Tripod, B. a seat or vessel with three 
legs. 

Hexameter, adj. having six feet In 
each line. 

16. Fatalism) s. a belief that ever’ 
occurrence is ordained befor • 
hand. 


1. Besides the popular religion, in which all the Greeka 
participated, there were in every Grecian state pertain 
mysteries, ceremonies of a secret religion, in which none 
but the initiated could participate. The nature of the 
doctrines taught in these solemnities, and the meaning of 
their rites, were covered with on impenetrable veil of se- 
cresy ; to divulge the hidden nature of these mysteries 
was deemed a crime of the greatest magnitude, and we 
shall see, in the course of the following history, that the 
bore suspicion of having betrayed some of the mysteries to 
the uninitiated, produced the banishment of Alcibi'ades, at 
the moment when his services were most wanted by the 
Athenians. It is easier to discover the origin and ten- 
dency, than the nature and meaning of these mysterious 
doctrines and observances ; the notices scattered through 
ancient writers are brief and unsatisfactory, modem dis- 
quisitions are, too frequently founded ou mere conjecture, 
uud generally exhibit more power of imaginatioii than 

c 6 
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depth of knowledge. As these mysteries, however, had a 
powerful eflfect on the national character, it is necessary to 
take some notice of them before we enter on the history of 
the people. 

2. All the historians concux in representing the mys- 
teries as derived from some foreign source ; the mysteries 
of Ceres, the first in interest and importance, were brought 
from Eg 3 rpt by Dan'aus ; the secret rites of But/ chus were 
derived from Thrace, and Crete supplied those of the 
Curetes and Dacftyli. 3. Indeed from the earliest ages 
we find traces in all the eastern countries of a religion en- 
tirely differing from the vulgar, confined to a particular 
caste y and guarded from the rest of mankind with the most 
sedulous care. We are told that “ Moses was skilled in 
an the wisdom of the Egyptians,"' hy which undoubtedly 
is meant that the secrets of the priesthood had been re- 
vefded to him as an adopted disciple of their order. The 
oeremoniee in the temple of Sals in Egypt, are declared to 
liave been precisely the same as those of the Eleusi'nian 
wiystaries, celebrated in honour of Ce^res at Eleu'sis, a 
yOlage of Attica, and the inscription on the pedestal of 
Mineriva's statue in that temple, gives us a remote con- 
ception of the nature of the secret doctrines there taught. 
The inscription was ; “ I am all that is, ww, and shall 
be: and no one has ever lifted my veil." From this it 
would seem probable that these institutions were designed 
to preserve the knowledge of the meaning attached to the 
aymbolical representations of the divinities, together with 
the traditions of the origin of the worid, and of the deities 
themselves. 

4. After the epic poets had systematized the mytho- 
logy of Greece, the knowledge of the religion originally 
mtroduced from Egypt and Asia would have totally pe- 
rished but for the mysteries, and it is doubtful if even they 
were sufficient for its preservation. Homer does not men- 
tion them, because in his time the religion of the Milgar 
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and that of the inetmcted was the Bome ; but when hi« 
fables and those of Hesiod became the source from whence 
the populace deriyed their religious knowledge, the mys^ 
teries suddenly rose into importance, and were deemed 
objects of the highest national concern. But in process of 
time these secret doctrines probably degenerated into empty 
forms, and unmeaning ritual; they were more honoured for 
their antiquity than valued for their importance, after Athens 
had been subjugated by the Romans ; but like many secret 
societies in Europe, they continued to exist in name long 
after their power had been destroyed, and their original 
nature altered. 

5. But the mysteries of ancient Greece inspired more 
reverential awe in the minds of the multitude, than any 
modem institutions of a similar nature ever produced. The 
doctrines and the nature of the ceremonies were revealed 
only to the initiated ^ but the ceremonies themselves were 
public ; no one but a member could take a part in the. fes- 
tivals and processions, no one was excluded from being a 
spectator. Whilst the multitude was permitted to gaze at 
these exhibitions, to increase the splendor of which all the 
resources of art were exhausted, they learned to believe 
that there was something more sublime revealed to the 
initiated, and their ignorance of its nature only served to 
increase their awe and admiration. Thus the public wor- 
ship inspired love for the divinities, while the private reli- 
gion filled the mind with reverence, and both combined to 
elevate the national character, by freeing it from the servile 
adoration of the Asiatic, and the stem political religion of 
the Romans. 


ORACLES. 

6. In all ages the eager desire of men to penetrate futu- 
rity has led to unnumbered superstitions, which the artful 
and the designing have perverted to their own purposes. 
Even in our own day, a belief in omens and dreams still 
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contmuea to exist in the min da of the uneducated , all the 
taccidental eoincidencefi are carefully treasured up as in- 
fitancea of the certainty of proginostic, while the far more 
humerous instances of failure are forgotten. When such 
mbsurdity continues to exist, even in this enlightened age, 
we can easily imagine that men in the commencement of 
society would be much more easily duped by pretensions 
to foreknowledge ; if fortune-tellers find dupes even amid 
all the light and knowledge of the nineteenth century, we 
may readily believe that a crafty priesthood could impose 
on the world, when they monopolized all the little learning 
that existed. 

7. Of all the modes of divination practised in Greece, 
that of oracles was the moat important, and produced the 
greatest effect on the nation. No enterprise of consequence 
was undertaken until the -will of the gods had been inquired 
at the holy shrines ; expeditions were undertaken or laid 
aakie according to the responses delivered by the priest or 
priestess in the name of the deity. 8. The first, and in the 
earlier ages of Greece, the most important oracle was that 
of Ju'piter at Dodo'na. It is said by some to have existed 
in the time of Deucalion, but others, with more probability, 
assign its origin to a later period. Two Egyptian priest- 
esses that were carried off by Phoenician merchants from 
Thebes in Egypt, were sold as slaves, the one in Lib^ya, 
and the other in I^i'rus ; their superior knowledge enabled 
them to itnpose on the credulity of the natives, and at length 
they were enabled to establish the oracle of Jupiter at Do- 
do^BA, and that of Am^mon in Lib^ya. This simple account 
became by tradition a very wonderful story ; it was said 
that two black doves, sent by Jupiter, had flown into these 
countries, and addressing the inhabitants in human voice, 
foretold future events. 

But the fame of the Dodone^an oracle was ecHpsed 
hy that of Del^phi ; Jupiter continued to be considered as 
the great author of prophecy, but A polio was looked upon 
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as its most lucid interpreter. The discovery of the Del- 
phic oracle is said to have ori^ated in accident : a shep- 
herd on Mount Parnassus observed, that when his goats 
approached a particular fissure in the mountains, they were 
seized with extraordinary convulsions, and agitated by a 
species of delirium. Anxious to examine the cause of this 
phenomenon, he approached the fissure, and scarcely had 
he breathed the exhalation which issued from it, when he 
was seized with frenzy, and uttered words of strange im- 
port. 10. The matter became noised abroad, a temple 
was built over the place, and a priestess, named Pyth'ia, 
appointed to deliver oracles from a tripod placed over the 
fissure. Her words were then put into hexameter verse by 
some poets kept in attendance for the purpose. The verses, 
however, were so bad that it was commonly said, “The 
god of poetry is the worst of poets.” The magnificent 
situation of the Temple in the recesses of Mount Parnas- 
sus, the two gigantic peaks of the mountain, and the sa- 
vage defiles which led to the sacred city, contributed in no 
small degree to the fame of the oracle. It seemed a spot 
which nature itself had marked out and hallowed for a 
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iution*B worship ; no one could approach the sacred pre* 
cincts without being deeply impressed by feelings of reve- 
rence and awe. 

1 1 . The fame of the oracle of Delphi soon eclipsed all the 
others ; its celebrity spread not merely through Greece, but 
extended to western Asia, the northern shores of Africa 
and Italy. 12. Its responses, veiled in studied obscurity, 
could in general be interpreted so as to beem to have fore- 
told the event, whichever way it turned out, as in the ce- 
lebrated answer to Pyrrhus : 

“ Aio te, iEacida, Romanos vincere posse.’' 

Which may be translated, either that Pyrrhus would van- 
quish the Romans, or that they would conquer him. But 
obscurity was not the only means by which the credit of 
the oracle was maintained ; the very belief in its power 
had a tendency to perpetuate itself, for those iii whose 
favour an oracle had been uttered deemed themselves in- 
vincible, as being under the special protection of heaven, 
while those against whom the Pyth'ia had decided, were 
proportionably dispirited. 

13. As the Greeks became more enlightened, the in- 
fluence of the Delphic oracle decreased ; an insult offered 
to the shrine of the Pho'ciana produced both the sacred 
wars, but it is easy to see from the histoi*)", thtit in the 
interval between them, men's minds had undergone a great 
alteration ; in the first, a desire to avenge the profaned 
temple was both the real and professed motive of the 
assailants ; in the second, religion was the ostensible pre- 
text, but we can clearly see that it was nothing more than 
a pretext. Even amongst the Athenians, the most super- 
stitious of all the Grecian states, Demosthenes did not 
hesitate to say, ** the Pythia Philippizes” boldly asserting 
that the oracles were not inspired by Apollo, but purchased 
by Philip. After the extinction of Grecian liberty, the 
Delphic oracle still held on a lingering existence, and its 
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decline was so gradual, that it is impossible to dlscoref at 
what time it became totally silent. 

14. The oracle of Apollo at Delos was as highly ho- 
noured, though not BO celebrated as that of Delphi. Thither 
the Athenians annually sent a sacred ship called Par'ahs 
and from the moment of her sailing until her return, it wm 
unlawful to put any criminal to death. 15. The oracle 
of Tropho'nius in L/ebadei'a, was also celebrated, chiefly 
indeed from the jugglery of the priests, who introduced 
the visitants into a cave, and exhibited such terrifying 
eights as usually dispirited them for the rest of their lives ; 
hence, '' to have visited the cave of Trophonius,” was a 
phrase proverbially applied to all persons of a dark and 
gloomy disposition. 

16. The faith in oracles, though it in some degree 
tended to inspire a reverence for the deities, yet on the 
whole produced injurious effects. While they met with 
general credence, a belief in fatalism was naturally pro- 
duced, which damped the energies of those to whom 
danger was threatened, and gave their adversaries spurious 
cMjnfidence, rather than true courage. 17, The deception, 
though admirably managed, could not be concealed for 
ever ; party-feeling, but more frequently avarice, induced 
the priests to pass judgments dictated by their prejudice 
or their interest ; and when these were falsified by events, 
the credit of the oracle was shaken to the foundation. 
After the conclusion of the first Felopq^esian war, we 
meet with several instances of generals who made it their 
boast that they disregarded omens, prodigies, and oracles ; 
Epaminondos was especially remarkable for his disregard 
of all such quackery, and answered his superstitious moni- 
tors with that well-known verse of Homer : 

■ jjjg brave man drawg, 

And asks no omen but his country's cause. 

The Athenian philosophers contributed much to shake the 
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credit previously given to these supposed declarations of 
the divine will j and though oracles continued to be con- 
sulted, yet they appear to have lost all political influence 
before the age of Alexander. 

18. Still the temples of Dodo'na and Delphi were not 
entirely useless ; they kept up a spirit of nationality among 
the difierent branches of the Hellenic race ; for these tem- 
ples were not considered thd property of the Thespro- 
tans or Phocians, but of all those of Greek descent, in 
whatever part of the world they resided. Delphi espe- 
cially was to the Greeks what Jerusalem was to the J ews, 
and Mecca is to the Mohammedans, a national temple, in 
whose preservation all were interested, because all had been 
accustomed .to regard it with veneration. The guardian- 
ship of these sanctuaries being entrusted to the Amphic- 
tyonic council, a connecting link was formed between the 
government and the popular religion ; and at the same 
time the pilgrimages made from Greece and the most 
remote colonies, by bringing together representatives of all 
the remote branches of the Hellenic family, reminded them 
that they were one race, and one people. 

19. The right of consulting the oracles belonged almost 
exclusively to the Greeks, though some foreign princes, 
especially the Lydian monarchs, were permitted to seek 
responses, and ofi’er presents. But the meanest state of 
Grecian origin, and the humblest individual of Grecian 
descent, had the privilege of visiting the shrine, and seeking 
the inform atiotf which he was taught to believe a benignant 
deity hod particularly provided for all the descendants of 
'HelTen. 


• Sefi History, chap. I. 
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QuestUns, 

1. Besides the public religion already mentioned, was theie not ano- 

ther in Greece ? 

2. Whence were the mysteries introduced ? 

3. How does it appear that Egypt was the parent of the Eleuainian 

mysteries 7 

4 . What seems to have been their design ? 

6. How did this secret religion affect the public ? 

6. What appears to have been the origin of oracles? 

7i Ihd they at any time possess much influence in Greece ? 

8. By whom was the oracle at Dodona established ? 

9. How is the Delphic oracle said to have been discovered ? 

10. How were the oracles discovered? 

11. Were they much celebrated? 

12. How was its fame preserved ? 

13- When does the oracle at Delphi seem to have lost its influence ? 

14. How was the temple of Apollo at Delos honoured by the Athe- 

nians ? * 

15. Was there not an oracle at Lebadeia ? 

16. What injurious effects did the belief in oracles produce ? 

17> How was the credit of oracles shaken 7 

18. Did the worship at Delphi produce any good result? 

19. Why was the Delphic oracle a source of national pride ? 


CHAPTER V. 


Public Games and Festivals. 


Glory he lov’d, for glory’s sake alone, 

Nor would he change his simple laurel wreath. 

For India’s wealth, or Persia's vride domain. Cooke. 


2. Century, t. one hundred yeafe. 

S. Ipbitus, I. a king of EUi, oontem- 
porary of Lycurgui. 

B. Athletic, a^. exhibiting strength. 

U> Amphictyonlc, at^, supposed to 
have been jnstltnted by Amphie- 
tyon, an ancient king of Atheni. 


Federative, adj. united by a league, 
la. Diet, V. the congreeB of Uia GKbwm 
prinoes. 

Rattebco, i. a dty hi Gemuny. 

14. Thlrty-yeara' war, t. the war vrhkh 
eetabllihed F atantifa In Oar- 
many. 


1. Nonb of the Grecian institutions tended more to unite 
the differ ent branches of the H^enic family into one na- 
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lion, than the public games which were celebrated at 
stated intervals! Of these there were four, the Olym'pic, 
the Pythian, the Neme'an, and the Isth'mian. The general 
design of all the games was the same ; it was to display 
bodily and mental excellence, to excite emulation by re- 
warding merit, and to afford opportunities for the exhi- 
bition of every thing that tended to exalt the national 
character. 2. They rose gradually into importance ; in the 
time of Homer, they were neglected so much that the poet 
takes no notice of their existence ; but in the space of 
about two centuries they had arrived at such a height of 
fame, that the victors were celebrated by Pindar, and a 
crown obtained at the Olympic games was deemed the 
greatest of mortal honours. The painters and sculptors 
sent the best specimens of their art to Olympia; poets, 
orators, and historians recited portions of their works in 
these national assemblies ; and all the vocal and instru- ■ 
mental performers who had any skill in music, were eager 
to have their fame sanctioned by the approbation of the 
Olympic judges. 

3. The Id$l Dac'tyli are said to have instituted the 
Olym'pic games; they were revived by Hercules, but 
having again fallen -into neglect, they were re-established 
by Iphfitus, (B.C. 884.) who ordained that they should 
be regularly celebrated every fifth year. 4. The intervals 
between these festivals were called olympiads) and by them 
the Greeks computed time ; they reckoned, however, not 
from their institution or re-establishment, but from the 
victory of Corcebus, (B.C. 776.) which though always 
counted 'the first, was really the twenty- eighth olympiad. 
This mode of Bficeftaining dates continued to be used until 
the 364th olympiad* (A.D. 440.) when the Christian era 
wae ffubstituted in its stead. 

fi. The takletic exercises used in these games were five, 
yix* running, throwing, whidh performed 

with lavdins, arrows, quoks, &c., and unrtHiing, which 
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seems also to have included boxing. The other exercises 
were horse and chariot-races, of different kinds, but alike 
in deciding the victory more by the skill of the rider or 
charioteer, than by the strength or swiftness of the horses. 

6. The contests between musicians, artists, poets, &c. 
were secondary objects in the Olympic games, but formed the 
principal part of the Pyth'ian. The latter were celebrated 
every- fifth year at the Delphi, and are said to have been 
instituted by Apollo, in honour of his victory over the 
serpent P/thon. 

7. The Neme'an games were celebrated every third year 
at Ncm ea, a village in Argolia; they are said by some to 
have been instituted in commemoration of the destruction 
of the Nemean lion by Hercules ; but the more general ac- 
count is, that they were funeral games, in memory of 
' ArcheiLbrufl, 

^ Archem^orufl was the Bon of Lycurgue, king ofNeniKA in Thrice : 
his education wu eotmated to Hypeip^e, the exiled queen of Lemnos, 
who bpa laken refuge mt the court of Lycurgus. When the seyen cap- 
tains marched against Thebes, (see Hbtory, chap. I.) tliey met Hypai- 
pyle with t chiLd, at a time when their troops were auflIuFUkg from want 
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8. The Isthmiftn games, so named from the place of 
their celebration, the Corinthian Isthmus, -were instituted 
in memory of MeHc«tea, the son of ^Ath'amas and Ino. 
These games were conadered so sacred, that they were 
not * permitted to be laid aside, even in consequence of a 
public calamity. 

9. The rewards at the public games were chiefly hono- 
rary; the Olympic victor was crowned with laurel, the 
Pythian received a chaplet, made of some fruit-tree ; the 
Nemean and* Isthmian conquerors received crowns made of 
parsley, that of the former being green, and that of the latter 
withered. But though no pecuniary reward was given at 
the gamesi almost every state in Greece settled ® pensions 
on any of their citizens who had been so fortunate as to 
obtain prizes. 

10. The similarity between these games and the tourna- 
ments of the middle ages, appears at first very striking, but 
a little consideration will show that they were institutions 
of a totally different nature. The exercises of chivalry 
were confined to a particular dass of society ; no person 
of obscure family was allowed to share in them, and they 
were entirely of a martial character. The meanest Greek 
might contend at the Olympic games, but the most pow- 


ci water. She laid the infant down in a meadow, while she went to 
show a fountain to the allies ; on her return, she found the child strangled 
hj A serpenL To console her for the loss, Adrastus promised to institute 
A Aoleiim festival in honor of his menoory. , 

^ Athamas was a king of Thebes, who married Ino, the daughter of 
OAdnutt. Ino, as it is said, having displeased Jimo, the sent the fury 
Tkiphone to inflict madness on AthAou^^ In his Airy Athamas killed 
sme ofhistwo bo&s, Learchus. Jno, flying with Melicertes the other, threw 
herself into the oea. His body beifi|; afterwards cast on the shore, re- 
ceived an honourable burial, and by the direction of an oracle, the 
Ifithmiaa Games were Instituted in hit honour. 

* They were observed after Corinth had been destroyed by Mum- 
miiaa.ABd the of pivddcl over them;biiteadof tfaoConn- 

t 33ie Mjaaimt of the pesaion afiowedaf ifhiwi wfi imblk aupport in 
teihy4MdiM,wilthA,giAtidty^fi«9JiUfidtAddxkdiM. e^nml to^ut 
■ * 1 ^. 
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erful monarch who was not of HeUenic descent, could 
npt become a candidate. They were designed to display 
the glory of the Greek nation, and this they eflFected by 
exhibiting every thing which could excite admiration ; 
bodily strength and skill in manly excellence, the splen- 
dour of opulence, as displayed in the rich equipages that 
contended in the chariot race; intellectual excellence of 
every description, poetry, oratory, painting, sculpture, and 
music. 

1 1 . The government of these games was confided to the 
people, in whose vicinity they were celebrated ; but some 
control appears to have been exercised over them by the 
Amphictyon'ic council. There were several assemblies of 
this kind, which have all been forgotten in the superior 
celebrity of that which met at Delphi and Thermop'ylae. 
In general the characteristics of these assemblies were, 
first that several states should form a federative union, 
and agree to send deputies to debate on matters of common 
interest ; secondly, that the meetings should be held in a 
temple or sanctuary ; and thirdly, that the time of their 
assembly should be celebrated as a festival, by games and 
processions. 12. They appear to have been instituted at a 
time when Greece was divided into tribes, and before the 
cities became of importance. Hence their weight in pre- 
venting civil war among the Greeks was lost, when indi- 
vidual states, such as Athens or Sparta, began to struggle 
for eminence. ^ In fact, after the termination of the Persian 
wai', the*Amphictyon'ic council became to the Greeks what 
the Diet is to the Gem^^ns, a national council that preserved 
a certain feeling of brotherhood, though it did not posseas 
any reel political influence. Athens and Sparta no more 
referred the decision of their disputes to the assemUy 
Delphi, than Austria fcnd Prussia to the congress at JMstai ; 
stiU^they entertained a certain respect for the great nutifM} 
council, and observed certain reguktionB, eraa 
had been instituted by the Amphictyons. 



48 


INTRODUCTION 


13. From these aBsemblies originated the rules observed 
in civilized warfare^ which form so important a part of the 
law of nations. This will apptear if we consider some of the 
clauses in the ancient Amphictyonic oath ; the deputies 
ewore in the name of the states they represented “never 
to destroy an Amphictyonic city ; not to deprive them of 
water, whether in war or peace ; to punish any city that 
violated these laws ; to protect the worship of the god, and 
the safety of his sanctuary, to the utmost of their power.*' 
In the course of the following history we shall find these 
principles regarded even in the fiercest domestic wars, and 
shall see, that though the national festivals and national 
councils could not prevent disunion, they still hindered the 
Greeks from forgetting, in the midst of discord, that they 
were all brethren of the same race. 

14. If we contrast the wars of the Romans in Italy with 
the Peloponnesian wars, we shall see more clearly the 
efifect of these feelings. Rome increased not merely by 
the conquest, but by the destruction of the neighbouring 
cities ; cruelty to the vanquished was in Italy the rule, and 
in Greece the exception. '* I cannot refuse quarter when 
I hear it asked in my native tongue," was the expression 
of a Swiss soldier in the thirty years' war. It was a na- 
tural feeling, but it was one that must have been peculiarly 
influential on a Greek, wjiom every public institution tended 
to inspire with national pride, and national afifection. 


Questions, 

1, Wfaich were the principal public gamei? 

2. When did they ri#e into Importance f 

^ By whom were the Olympic gamee instituted ? 

4. How long was the computation by Olympiads used 7 
What were the exercUM practised at these games ? 

& Hbw^did the Pythian games differ from the Olympic? 

; % Why were the Nemean games instituted? 

& What is aald to have been the origin of the Isthmian games ? 
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0. Did the crowns given at these games differ ? 

10. Is there any remarkable difference between the Grecian games and 

the tournaments of the middle ages? 

11. What was necessary to constitute an Amphictyonic council? 

1 2. Why had the Amphictyons but little political influence ? 

13. What beneficial effects followed from the institution of such 
councils ? 

IIdw did they lessen the horrors of war ? 


CHAPTER VI. 


General Constitution of the Grecian States, 


The love of liberty with life is given, 

And life itself the inferior gift of heaven. Dryden, 


1. Haiise- towns, a, csrtain European 
cities, which in the middle ages 
entered into a confederacy for 
the protection of their mutual 
CQimnerce. 

Rcs]5onKible, adj, liable to aniwer 
and give account. 

3. Commonalty, a, the lower classes of 
the state. 

1. Representative government, 9. that 
in which tha people, or portions 
of them, entrust the right of mak- 
ing laws to persons chosen from 
their own body ; such are the go- 


vernments of England and Ame- 
rica. 

G. Demagogue, 9, an artful leader of a 
mob, 

8. Ineligible, adj. Incapable of being 
elecTed. 

12. Voluntary, adj. depending on a per- 

son’s inclination, 

13. Isocrates', f. a celebrated Athenian 

orator; he 'starved lilmself to 
death after ^the battle of Chero- 
naea rather than survive the 11 
bertles of hli country. 


1. Though there was a great diversity in the forms of 
government that were established in the several Grecian 
states, yet there existed certain general principles, "^jiiicli 
prevailed in all, and which it is interesting to investigatei 
because political institutions produced more e^iect on ^ 
national character of the Greeks, than of any other people. 
The Grecian states were, with few exceptions, cities with 
their adjacent districts-, hence their constitutions were thoia 

p 
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of cities, and had no resemblance to those of modem repub- 
lics, such as Switzerland and America, but were like what 
Venice and the Hanse towns were in the middle ag-es. Like 
them, the wealth and importance of the states did not de- 
pend on the extent of their territories ; the dominions of 
Corinth, when at the summit of its ^lory, scarcely equalled 
in size the single county of Middlesex. 

2. They were all free constitutions, that is, the magis- 
trates were responsible for their administration, either to 
the general body of the citizens, as at Athens, or to some 
pai’ticular class, as at Sparta. A ruler who attempted to 
acquire authority for whose exercise he should not be 
responsible, was named a tyrant ; and this appellation was 
given to him, even though his government was mild and 
merciful. Self-government "was the general princi})le of 
all their constitutions, and the labours of their law givers 
consisted principally in devising practical rules for its appli- 
cation. Finally, the state w^as supposed to include all 
individual rights, and consequently all personal possessions 
were held to be at any time available for the public in- 
terest. Thus even in the most republican states there was 
little real enjoyment of individual liberty, and freedom 
among the Greeks meant really a participation in power. 

3. Though it was settled that the government of the 
state belonged of right to its members, it was undeter- 
mined whether it rested with the citizens collectively, or 
with certain classes, or even certain families. Thus arose 
the division of constitutions into aristocracies and demo- 
cracies. But these names were not used in the strict sense 
by the ancient Greeks, a state was considered a demo- 
cracy, even though the poorer classes were excluded from 
holding ofhee ; and in most of the aristocratic states the 
Hiaffnt of the commonalty was necessary to the validity of a 
law. Aristocracy natuTEdly prevailed in all the agricultural 
n a tes , because wealth there consisted in land, rather than 
in mii&ey, and being consequently a more certain inherit- 
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ance, the influence of birth and riches were united. The 
nobles did not attempt to exclude the people from all share 
in the legislation, but they endeavoured to secure for them- 
selves the offices of state and the administration of justice. 
On the contrary, in the popular states there were no ofhces 
to which a citizen might not hope to arrive, and the judicial 
authority belonged to the great body of the people. But 
the forms and applications of these principles varied in the 
several states, and at difi’erent times in the same state, so 
that it is impossible to define accurately the ^ numberless 
varieties of the Grecian constitutions. 

4. When the right of making laws was lodged in the 
hands of aU the citizens, it is manifest that in the course 
of time the lower ranks would obtain ^1 the real authority 
of the state ; at the same time it was difficult to limit the 
exercise of the privilege without depriving this class of 
their right of citizenship. The establishment of a represen* 
tative government would have efl^ected the desired end at 
once, but in a city where every man could reach the place 
of assembly in a few minutes, no such idea as representation 
could enter the mind of the legislator. Various expedients 
of more or less efficacy were adopted in different states, 
but far the most useful was the creation of a senate who 
should consider every thing about to be proposed in the 
general assembly, and withhold any matter which they 
deemed unfit to be laid before the people. In Athens the 
members of the senate, or council of five hundred, were 
elected annually \ in other cities, such as Sparta and Co- 
rinth, the Senators, or Elders as they were named, were 
chosen for life. 

5. The magistrates of the Greciai^ republics agreed 
only in being all * responsible for their administration ; in 
every other respect the regulations were as varied and nn- 

* Aristotle eDumerated no less ttuia two hundxed and fifty five. 

* The Greeks eipressed this by the word v7riv9woi, which li^niflei 
tutdeci to render an account 

D 2 
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rnerous els the states. The number of the mag'istrates, the 
duration and extent of their authority, the qualifications of 
the electors Eind elected, were subject to constant changes, 
and their determination gave rise to innumerable civil 
commotions. 

6. From this rapid sketch, it is pretty evident that all 
the Greek constitutions must have failed in one great end 
of government, the providing for the security of person and 
property ; the nobles oppressed the poor, and the poor 
plundered the nobles. Revolutions were of frequent occur- 
rence, and there was no opportunity of enjoying that do- 
mestic tranquillity, which after all forms the true happiness 
of a nation. These very troubles, however, were favourable 
to the development jf mental energy, and stimulated into 
action powers that would have otherwise lain dormant. But 
it is very doubtful whether such advantages were not too 
dearly purchased ; a cunning demagogue will sometimes 
triumph over the wisest statesman ; the wretched Cle^on 
enjoyed as much authority at Athens, as ever was possessed 
by the illustrious Per'iclea. 

7. It may not be amiss to take some notice of the state 
of the productive arts and the finances in ancient Greece , 
objects that form so important a part of modem politics, 
but which were comparatively neglected by ancient states- 
men. From what has been said above, it appears that the 
private existence of the citizens was subordinate to that of 
the public, or in other words, that the Greeks paid more 
attention to aflrairs of state, thap to their domestic concerns. 
This, of course, acted as a check to national industry ; it 
produced patriotism, or at least party-zeal, but it diverted 
men from the quiet pursuits of trade and commerce. 

8. There was another and stronger cause why the Greeks 
contemned the mechanic arts in general, and stigmatized 
many of them as degrading. This was the institution of 
^very, which prevailed in all the states. AU the more 
la)>orioUB parts of trade and manufacture were performed 
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by the slaves, and many persons derived a considerable 
profit from hiring them out in gangs. In the agricultural 
states, where slaves are uniformly worse treated than in com- 
mercial communities, these unfortunate beings performed 
all the labours of cultivation. We even find that the over- 
seers were, in most instances, selected from the same class, 
and that to attend to the atfairs of the state was considered 
the only thing fit to engage the attention of freemen. 

9. The unavoidable consequence was, that the mechanic 
arts were deemed mean and base ; industry was in some 
degree proscribed, not merely by prevailing prejudices, but 
by the laws themselves ; for, in some states, retail traders 
were by an exjjress law de(#ircd ineligible to any public 
office. This, consequently, tended to prevent in Greece 
the formation of a middle class, the most valuable in civil 
society, not merely because it forms a connecting hnk be- 
tween the higher and lower classes, but because people in 
that condition are always the most interested in the pre- 
servation of public tranquillity, as they have every thing to 
lose, and nothing to gain, by a change, 

10. In the commercial states, such as Athens and Corinth, 
this evil was felt, but not so sensibly as in the agricultural 
commimities. The landed proprietors everywhere looked on 
trade and commerce as degrading pursuits ; and the land- 
owner who sold in market the produce of his own lands, 
despised the merchant who sold in the same market the 
same commodities imported from another country. We 
shall see in the course of this history, how frequently the 
commercial and agricultural interests came into collision. 

11. By rather a strange coincidence, their jealousy was 
identified with the hostility that ever existed between those 
of Ionic and Doric descent ; for the lovers of commerce 
were attached to democracy, of which Athens, the head of 
the Ionian states, was the patroness ; while the landholders, 
who were naturally attached to an aristocratic form of 
government, favoured the Spartan form of government, and 
D 3 
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con^quently the Spartan cause, as that state preserved the 
almost feudal system of their Doric ancestors. 

12. It is not easy to form an accurate view of the Gre- 
cian system of finance, principally because that did not, 
until a late period, form an important part of the Greek poli- 
tical management. While the magistrates and soldiers were 
unpaid, and the sacred lands and voluntary offerings suf- 
ficed to support the temples, there would have been no 
necessity for taxation ; but when a lavish expenditure in 
splendid edifices and magnificent shows became frequent, 
when the state was compelled to pay her soldiers and 
sailors, a great change took place, and it became a matter 
of importance to discover nftans for defraying the public 
expenses. 13. This was a case for which the legislators 
had not provided, and it became a fruitful source of vexa- 
tious oppressions, frauds, and discontents. The want of a 
productive or manufacturing population prevented the 
taxes on articles of trade from becoming of any great value ; 
the burthens of the state were consequently thrown directly 
on the rich, and so frequent were the calls made on them, 
that Isoc'rates declares, “ it would be better to be poor 
than rich in Athens.’' 14. Two laws wdll be sufficient to 
show that the Athenian populace took good care of them- 
selves, and were very unscrupulous in demanding the pro- 
perty of the higher ranks. The first was the law about 
the public shows ; the public fund, destined to provide for 
the defence of Athens, was applied by a law of Eubulus, 
to the exhibition of dramatic spectacles, and the punish- 
ment of death wSjp denounced against any person who 
should propose to restore this fund to its original desti- 
nation. The second was the law respecting trierarcks, or 
persons appointed to supply ships- of- war to the state ; a 
certain number of the rich inhabitants of each ward were 
named * minkters of the public works, and obliged to fur- 


' AnrovijyoL 
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nish the navy entirely at their own expense ; but, if any of 
them could point out a man richer than himself, he escaped 
the burden, and the more wealthy was appointed in his 
room ; if any dispute arose respecting their relative wealth, 
the person first appointed had a right to propose an entire 
exchange of property, to which the other should either con- 
sent, or take his place as a trierarch. It is easy to see that 
this law must have opened a way for numberless frauds, and 
vexatious law- suits. 

15. In the course of the ensuing history, we shall see how 
fatally the bad system of Grecian finance operated in over- 
throwing the liberties of the country. The money of the 
Persian monarch, bestowed ^ith a liberal hand, made the 
Spartans victorious in the second Peloponnesian war, and 
procured the ruin of Athens ; bribes from the same quarter 
enabled the Thebans to overturn the supremacy of Sparta, 
and finally it was by a judicious management of his re- 
sources, after his discovery of silver mines in Thrace, that 
Philip was enabled to triumph over the extravagant and im- 
poverished Athenians. 


Questions. 

1. Ill what important particular did th« Greek republics differ from 

those of America and Switzerland ? 

2. What was esteemed by the Greeks the characteristic of a free con- 

stitution ? 

3. Whence arose the numerous varieties in the Grecian ennstitutions ? 
4- How did they attempt to remedy the evils of an universal suffrage? 

6. Were the magistrates of the several states alike in any respect? 
n, In what end of government did all the Greek republics fail ? 

7. How did the constitutions of the Greek states check the progr«fii ol 

national industry ? 

fi. What other cause prevented the cultivation of the productive arta? 

9. How did the Institution of slavery operate ? 

10. What brought the agricultural and commercial classes into collision ? 

11. By what circumstance did this dispute assume a national form f 

12. Why is it difficult to determine the nature of the Grecian flnancBi f 
U. What evil resulted when taxation became necessary ? 

14. Are there any laws that prove the pressure of taxation to hav« been 

unequal at Athens ? 

15, Did the bad system of Grecian finance prove injurious tn pubUc 

liberty ? 
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CHAPTER VII. 


The Army and Navy, 


• * * • See her generous troops, 

Whose pay was glory, and their best reward 
Free for their country and for rrie to die, 

Ere mercenary murder grew a trade, 

Thomson’s Libertt. 


I, Emergency, t. a threatening of dan- 
ger. 

4. CimoD, f. tlie aon of Miltiadea, a ce- 
lebrated A.thenlan general. 

10. CjTUB, #. the younger brother to 
Aitaxerxes king of Persia. 


11. Irretrievably, adv, without remedy. 
14. Marines, s. GoldlerB eervlng on board 
vessels of war. 

16. Tactics, r. the art of drawing out 
and directing the movementa of a 
Heet or army, 


1. The poets who have described the wars waged in the 
heroic ages of Greece, do not afford us much information 
respcctmg the materials of which the ancient armies were 
composed, the mode in which provision was made for their 
support, or the rules of discipline to which they were sub- 
jected. It would seem from Homer that the princes who 
fought at Troy, like the feudal lords of the middle ages, led 
their vassals to the field, and held command only over their 
own subjects ; that the class of nobles constituted the chief 
strength of the army, and that their inferiors*^ formed a 
body of irregular infantry which took no conspicuous share 
in an engagement. The noble warriors usuBlly fought in 
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cbariot&, each, of which contained a servant to drive and a 
noble to fight : 



The connection between the charioteer and the w^arrior re- 
sembled that which subsisted betw'een the knight and hia 
esquire ; the driver was regarded as the friend rather than 
the servant of the noble he accompanied, and was fre- 
quently not his inferior in birth or bravery. A battle at 
this period was little more than a series of single combats, 
and w'as consequently decided more by the courage of in- 
dividuals than the skill of the leader, The substitution of 
cavalry for chariots took place at a period of w’hichwe have 
no record, but this change was of less importance than the 
formation of a body of heavy armed infantry, which at once 
changec^ the entire art of w'ar. Tliis improvement was 
effected by the Dorians, w'ho were also perhajis the first in- 
ventors of the phalanx; but after this change the military 
art, notwithstanding the frequency of wars, became sta- 
tionary, and no great leader seems to have directed his at- 
tention to the best mode of placing and manoeuvring ati 
army before Epaminon'das in the third Peloponnesian war ^ 
The principal reason of this slow progress in tactics was, 
that the soldiers of the different Grecian states were chiefly 
a militia, called out on any sudden emei'gency, serving gra- 
tuitously dimng the campaign, and then returning to their 


* See Ilistery, Chap. XI. 


S8 


INTRODUCTION, 


ordinary occupations. 2. Every citizen was liable to be 
called on to serve in war, uifless the state made some par- 
ticular exceptions. Tlie military age in Athens began at 
the eighteenth, and ended at the fifty- eighth year, and it 
seems probable that the some regulation existed in the other 
Grecian states. 3. From the nature of a militia, it is mani- 
fest that it would be impossible to assemble large armies ; 
not more than ten thousand Athenians fought at ^ Mar'a- 
thon ; and though tlie union of all the states enabled them 
to bring a larger army into the field at * Platse'ee, that was 
probably the first occasion, before the introduction of mer- 
cenary troops, on which an army of thirty thousand Greeks 
were assembled in one place. 

4. After the battle of Plat3e'Ee,.the war with the Persians 

continued to be carried on principally by sea, and therefore 
no opportunity was afforded for the improvement of military 
science ; the art of besieging was, however, cultivated by 
Ci'nio/i, though no important improvement appears to have 
been effected. * 

5. The two Peloponne'sian wars between Ath'ens and 

Sparta would seem at first to have afforded opportunities for 
advancing the art of war ; but on looking to the history, we 
shall find that sieges constituted the principal military opera- 
tions, and that all the battles of importance were at 

sea. Besides, the two principal states engaged imthltwar 
^were not likely to advance the military art ; Sparta was fet- 
tered down by being compelled to adhere undeviatingly to 
ancient maxims ; and Ath'ens, whose wealth depended on 
her commerce, and whose strength consisted in her naval 
auxiliaries, was naturally disinclined to attempt any military 
enterprise. 

6. There were other obstacles, arising from the repub- 
lican constitntinn of the Grecian states ; the command was 
shared by several generals, and the unpaid citizens were 


' See History, Chap. IV. 


See History, Chap. VI. 
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BO much on an equality with their leaders, thai it was al- 
ways difficult to enforce obedience. 7. To this must be 
added, the deficiency of cavalry ; Attica and the Pelopon- 
ne'sus were unfavourable for pasture; Athens had only about 
a thousand horse, and Sparta before the age of Agesila'us 
scarcely any. Thessaly, indeed, was always celebrated for 
its horsemen, but that country soon ceased to possess any 
political importance. 

8. A native militia, fighting for their hearths and altars, 
presents a formidable obstacle to an invader, but ceases to 
be of value beyond the limits of its own country. When 
the Persians were driven from Greece, no attempt was 
made to follow them into Asia, and anticipate the exploits 
of Alexander. 

9. In commercial countries, military service is most sen- 
sibly felt os a hardship : the rich merchant, unwilling to 
leave his gains, hires a substitute ; his example is soon fol- 
lowed by others, and in a short time the army of the state 
IS entirely made up of the poorer order of citizens. It soon 
becomes necessary to grant them a small allowance for their 
support, ani thtls the militia is converted into a mercenary 
army. This change took place in Athens during the ad- 
ministration of Per'icles, and in Corinth, at a still earlier 

10. Foreign troops were occasionally hired in the 
fir^, Peloponnesian war, but their use became general in the 
second and third ; hence arose a new and numerous class, 
whose profession was war, and who sold their services to 
the highest bidder. ' The facility with which the younger 
Cyrus collected an army of ten thousand Greeks to aid him 
in his iniquitous expedition against his brother, shows lu 
how numerous these mercenary bands had become, and how 
little they regarded the justice of a cause, in comparison 
with the goodness of their pay. 

11. We have already said, that little regard was paid to 

t 


' See Chapter X, 

D 6 



60 


INTRODUCTION, 


military evolutionSi before the time of Epaminoii'das. The 
Greeks drew out their armies in line, and fought man to 
man ; thus numbers, or personal courage, decided the day, 
leaving little opportunity for the exercise of skill. Epami- 
non'das saw clearly that an adherence to these old customs 
would be his ruin ; the Spartans were more numerous and 
better soldiers than the Thebans, and if they fought in line, 
the fate of the day could not be doubtful. He therefen-e 
adopted a new plan ; concentrating his forces, he suddenly 
pushed forward against one wing of the Spartan army, 
which was irretrievably ruined before the other divisions 
could come to its assistance. 12. ^ At Leuc'tra the Theban 
cavalry in a great measure decided the fate of the day, but 
Mantinei'a was won entirely by the generalship of Epami- 
non'das. He pushed forward the best of his troops in a 
solid mass against the long files of the Spartans, broke their 
line at once, and overwhelmed them in detail. Philip of 
Macedon was the prisoner and pupil of the TheTjan general ; 
he transmitted his lessons to Alexander, and by judiciously 
availing himself of these instructions, the Macedonian hero 
overthrew the ancient empire of Persia. 

13. From a very early period, the navy was looked 
upon by the Greeks os of greater importance than the 
array; but there were many circumstances which pre- 
vented them from making any great improvement either in 
the arts of navigation, or naval warfare. Their expeditions 
were confined to the iEge'an and lo'nian seas, where the 
numerous islands afforded so many ports and landing- 
places, that there was not much need of skill; the ma- 
terials for ship-building did not abound in Greece, but 
were obliged to be brought at a great expense fron^ abroad ; 
finally the manning of the fleet was a matter of very great 
difficulty. 

14. Two descriptions of men, marines and sailors were 


* Hietgrv Chan. XL 
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employed: the former were originally port of the unpaid 
militia, tho latter were slaves or foreigners, 'fhe same 
causes that led to a change in the constitution of the army, 
produced a similarr revolution in the navy, and the pay of the 
fleet became soon one of the most difficult parts of Grecian 
finance. The Spartans were utterly unable to maintain a 
fleet until they were aided by subsidies from Persia. 

15. Tlie Greeks early made a distinction between mer- 
chant-vessels and ships of war. Tlie former were built 
wide and deep, the latter usually called long, were sharp 
and narrow, with the rowers sitting in one line. The shape 
of the vessels and the number of rowers, which soon rose 
from twenty to fifty, made the ships of war very swift 
sailers. The invention of triremes, by the Corinthians, 
was the first great improvement made by the Greeks in the 
art of shipbuilding ; these vessels having three ti^rs of oars, 
rising one above the other, required more strength in 
their construction than the long galleys ; but the additional 
expense prevented them for a long time from coming into 
general use. 



a Rowers of the lowest bench. b Rowers of the highest bench. 

B The hold and flooring. d The keel 

Ifl the Persian war, no states but the Syracu'sana and 
Corinthians had entire fleets consisting of tri'remes. 
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16. In naval tactics, the Greeks seemed to have improved 
very slowly The battles of Artemis'ium and Sal'amis were 
won more by the advantageous position of the Grecian 
fleet, than by any skilful evolutions ; in* the other sea- 
fights, the Persians were beaten so easily, that no oppor- 
tunity was aflbrded for exhibiting the prudence or adroit- 
ness of the commanders. The victory obtained at ^ Argi- 
mi^Bse by the Athenians, in the second Peloponnesian war, 
was, however, entirely owing to the skill of the admirals ; 
they had their vessels drawn up in double lines, and were 
thus enabled to break through the long single line of the 
Spartans. The bravery of Callicrafidas for a time kept 
the fortune of the day in doubt, but skill eventually tri- 
TOiphed over valour. 

17. It was not until the wars between the Romans and 

Carthaginians, that the naval tactics of the ancients as- 
sumed a regular form ; but in judging of them, we must 
bear in mind two important particulars, in which they 
difler from those of modem times. First, as the triremes 
and long vessels were principally impelled by oars, less 
depended on the wind than in recent sea-fights ; and se- 
condly, as the weapons of the combatants were only fit for 
close actioi^, the vessels soon ran alongside each other with- 
out affording any opportunity for complicated manoeuvres. 
But though the naval tactics of the modems are more 
difficult and intricate, we must not suppose, that the ancient 
■ca-fighta were trivial or insignificant. They decided the 
event of a war, frequently by one engagement, and if the 
k)8fl of IHe taken into account, we shall find that in 
ancient times, a battle by sea was three times more de- 
structive than any that has taken place since the invention 
of gunpowder. • 

10, The trierarchy or system of equipping fleets at 
Athens has been already slightly mentioned (p. 54.) ; it will 


^ See History,’ chap, V. 


• See History, chap. X. 
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be neceaeary, however, to add something more on a subject 
of such importance. The Athenian trierarch generally re- 
ceived his ship from the state, and at times ready equipped; 
there were indeed some instances in which the profits of 
the silA^er mines were distributed among a number of rich 
men to build and equip vessels for the state ; but the more 
ordinary course was to provide the ship before the trier- 
arch was appointed. The trierarch supplied pay and pro- 
vision to the crew, but he received a sum of money from 
the public treasury for the puiqjose. If that sum was suf- 
ficient to cover his expenses, there would have been no 
hardship in being forced to execute the office; but this 
was rarely the case, and the trierarchy was justly regarded 
as the severest public duty that could be imposed in 
Athens . 

19. It may well excite our surprise, that under such 
circumstances, tKe trierarch was as rigidly compelled to 
give an account of his proceedings as any other magistrate ; 
but we must remember that the ship belonged to the state, 
and that the trierarchy was an imposition in the nature 
both of a tax and a public duty; the popular government 
therefore claimed the right of ascertaining whether the tEix 
had been paid in full, and the required duty effectively per- 
formed. While in office the trierarch was exempted from 
all ordinary taxes. 

20. From what has been said, it is evident that the 
trierarchy, though very expensive, was not necessarily op- 
pressive, if all the regulations connected with it were fairly 
arranged ; though on the other hand no tax was more intol^ 
Table, if the burdens were unequally imposed and unfairly 
distributed. It not unfrequently happened that trierarchs, 
either from ambition or patriotism, inJpoverishedthemselvefl 
and corrupted the people by lavish expenditure. 21. In 
a later age some efforts were made to remedy these evils 
by the institution of syntrierarchies, that is, imposing the 
expense of the trierarchy, on two or more individuals , in 
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such instances the joint trierarclis took the command ol 
the ship in turn, but they were collectively responsible to 
the people for the safety of the vessel, and the performance 
of the duty required. 


Questions. 

1. What was the usual composition of a Grecian army ? 

2. How long did liability to military service continue 1 

3. Why was the ancient form of armies a hindrance to the improve- 

ment of military science ? 

4. Did the Persian war make any change? 

5. Why were no improvements introcluced in the two Peloponnesian 

wars 7 

C. Did the republican constitution offer any impediment? 

7. In what species offeree were the Greeks deficient? 

8 . When is a militia formidable? 

9. Where does a militia first disappear ? 

10. What evil arose in Greece from the use of mercenary troops ? 

11. Did Epaminondos introduce any improvement in tactics? 

12. Where was tlie efficacy of this change proved ? 

13. Why did the Greeks make but little improvement in the ait of 

navigation ? 

14. How was the Grecian navy manned 7 

15. What description of vessels did the Greeks use? 

16. AVere any victories won by the superior tactics of the Greeks ? 

17- How did ancient naval battles differ from tliooe of modern tinifls ? 

18. What was the trierarchy ? 

19. Why were the trierarclis responsible? 

20. W'hat rendered the trierarchy oppressive? 

21. What was the syntrierurchy ? 
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CHAPTER 1. 

Frovi the fabulous and heroic ages to the abolition 
of royalty in the several States, 


Land of the brave and free, whose fame sublime 
Still beams resplendent through the clouds of time, 
Birth-place of science, freedom’s noblest shrme. 

Cradle of arti hail Greece, rever'd, divine I Ai^ON. 


2. Cyclo'pic, adj. rude and strong, so 
named from the Cyclopes, a bar- 
barous and gigantic race, said to 
have inhabited Sicily in the most 
remote ages. 

7. Rarn'idcatlons, t. branches. 

9. Feniii'aula, «. a portion of land, al- 
most surrounded by ■water] that 
Is, almost an island. 

13. Fe'deratlve, adj. united by a treaty. 

Fartic'ipatloii, i. share. 

13. Chl'valrouB, adj, heroic, fond of 
dangerous enterprizei. 


10. Em^el'oped, port covered, con- 
cealed. 

17. Annihilated, pari, reduced to no- 
thing. 

24. A'rmament, i. wuUke expedition. 

37. Hecatonne'il, s. a plueter of email 
Islanda In ^e .£geaa tea. 

2B. Repub^llcan, a«(^. in which the peo- 
ple have a ihibe. 

S3. Ai'chon, ^f. the Greek naniB of any 
governor, but gBoerolly uied for 
. the mien of Athena. 


]. The early traditions of Greece a^ee ^th the sacred 
Scriptures in representing the south-eastern extremity of 
Europe as peopled at an earlier period than the other por- 
tions of the western world. Like the continent of Ame- 
rica when hrst discovered by the Europeana, we find that 
in its early offes, Greece was inhabited bv numerouB tribes 
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of hunters Eind shepherds, among whom the most remark- 
able were the Pelas'gi and HeUe^nes. Both were probably 
of Asiatic origin, but the difference of their languages, insti- 
tutions, and manners, show them to have been different 
tribes. 2, The Pelas'gi were the more ancient and barba- 
rous people ; yet they were not totally destitute of civiliza- 
tion, since they founded Argos and Sicyon, the most 
ancient states of Greece, about eighteen centuries before the 
Christian era. They are also supposed to have erected 
those ancient, buildings whose remnants are still found in 
Greece and the Islands, and which from their rude and 
massive style of architecture, are named cydopic. 3. Tna- 
chus, who was nearly cotemporary with Abraham, is the 
first great Pelasgic leader mentioned in history, but it is 
not easy to discover whether he was a native of Greece or 
a foreigner; his having formed a settlement on the sea- 
coast, and given his name to a river, renders the latter the 
more probable conjecture- 4. During two centuries the 
Pelas'gi maintained their pre-eminence in southern Greece, 
and extended their dominions northwards as far as Thes'- 
saly, where they first came into collision with their Helle- 
nic rivals- 5, The Helle'nes^ as they were subsequently 
nailed, from Helien, tb.e son of Deucalion, fii*st made 
their appesimce in Pho'cis near the foot of mount Pamas- 
fiUB. Beb)^ driven from thence by a flood, whose histor}' 
has been itifxed np with . the traditions of the universal 
Biiiigev mignUed into Thessaly, from whence they 
espied the FeWgi. In the middle of the sixteenth cen- 
tury bdbre Christ, they descended southwards, and driving 
the former inhabitants everywhere before them, eventually 
beoame naastem of li&e greater part of Greece. 6. The 
■lore aneidDl nwe fetained possesenm only of Arca'dia, and 
that part of Epi'nK near Dodo^na ; remaiiifng Pelas^gl 
ekhnr united themselves to the vicficniQUfl removed 

te Italy, Crete, end some of the islands. Par aeveral cen- 
tunes after dus imgration the mnnsat of the Pefasgio race 
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mig-ht be distingubhed in these cauntricB by their rude dia- 
lect and barb arooB manners^ bo unlike the language aad cus- 
toms of tKeir more polished neighbours. 

7. It appears from thei^ own traditions that the Hellenic 
tribes were at least as barbarous as the Pelaegic at the time 
"f their migration, but they seem to have possessed greater 
capacity for receiving improvements. To strangers, accord- 
ing to their own acknowledgment, the HeUe'nes were in- 
debted for the first elements of civilization ; but they 
stamped with their own character all that 4bey borrowed, 
so that it is scarcely possible to distinguish the imported 
institutions from those tlmt were the original property of 
the nation. The power of making the institutions of fo- 
reigners their own was one of the chief elements of Helle- 
nic greatness ; and when combined with an ardent desire of 
knowledge, a devoted attachment to home, and an aflfec- 
tionate regard fnr the religious institutions of their nation, 
it soon enabled the HeUe'nes to outstrip their teachen. 
8. Tliis powerful people subdivided itself into four great 
branches, deriving their names from Deucalion’s immediate 
posterity ; ' they were the Mo'lians, lo'nkui^, Do^rianf, 
and Acha'ans, These four tribes did not include aU ths 
slender ramficatums of the nation ; but they mark with 
sufficient accuracy the great divieiDns of the Garecisn people, 
which continued afterwards to be distinguished by many 
peculiarities of language, speech. Bud political govemmeat. 


^ The derivation of the tribea will be better under&tood by an inspec- 
tion otthe following Genealogical Table. 

Deucalion. 

Hellen (Hellenefl) 


Dorianal Xuthus JEolmb (JEolians) 


Achsub (Achseans) 


Ion flonians) 
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9. BeeideB these original inhabitants, colonies at the same 
early period came into Greece from the more civilized coun- 
tries, Eg}T)t, Phcenicla, and Mys^ia. Of these, the most 
remarkable were, the colony of Ce'crops from Sa^is, in 
Egypt, who settled in Attica ; Dan'aus and his companions, 
likewise from Egypt, who were received into Ar'gos ; a 
Phoenician colony, guided by Cad'mus, who founded 
Thebes ; and at a later time, a small band of Mys'ians, 
whose leader Pelops arrived at such power in his new coun- 
try, that he gave his name to the peninsula of southern 
Greece, and became the ancestor of a race of kings, who 
for a time possessed all the thrones of the Peloponnesus. 

10. These successive colonies introduced into Greece the 
first elements of chdlization, such as a knowledge of the 
uses of metals, the Phoe'nician alphabet, and the art of 
agriculture ; by this means the wandering hunters and shep- 
herds were brought to unite in villages, and their foreign 
visitors, being thus placed in contact with the original in- 
habitants, acquired their language and customs, and soon 
melted away into the general mass. 11. But the new colo- 
nies did not alter the distinction between the great branches 
of the Hellenic family ; the iEolians took, possession of 
western Greece and the principality of in the Pelopon- 
ne'sus; the Do'rians colonized Maoedon Ri^ii Crete, and 
made the mountainous district Doris the chief residence of 
their tribe ; the lo'nians, whose name wm afterwards almost 
lost in the Ulustrious appellation of Athenians, possessed 
Attica; and the Achae'ans were masters of Arigolis and 
Laco'nia, « 

12. Although Greece was thus divided into a number of 
small Btates, united by no common hond, a national spirit 
and a certain brotherly feeling pervaded all the families of 
the Hellenic race. ‘These were partly pKoduoed by tlie 
institution of national festivals, at which aS tfaa Hellenes 


* See Iiitroductioii, CUaptffr V. 
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Bnd none others were permitted to attend; the chief of 
these were the games celebrated at the end of every foui 
years in honour of Jupiter, at Olym'pia, a city of E'lis. 
But the unity of the detached nations of the Greeks was 
principally owing to the celebrated Amphictyon'ic council 
which met twice every year, either at Del phi or Thermop y- 
lae, both for political and religious purposes. 13. Tliis 
species of national congi*ess appears to have originated in 
a federative union of the Thessalian princes to protect their 
dominions from the ravages of the barbarous Thracians j 
the southern states perceiving the advantages that flowed 
from this alliance, sought and obtained a participation in its 
benefits, and thus a bond of union was established for the 
several Grecian states. As the responses of the Delphic 
oracle were received as authoritative declarations of the 
divine will by all the states, its conservation became an 
object of national concern, and was therefore entrusted to 
the annual assembly. 14. Amphic'tyon, a descendant of 
Deucalion, drew up the code of laws by which the council 
was regulated, and in consequence it was called after his 
name. 

15. In the mean time, the chivalrous spirit of the nation 
was gradually aroused ; the heroic emulation excited by 
the national games was prevented from displaying itself in 
civil slaughter by the feeling of union which the Amphic- 
tyonic council inspired ; and the chieftains sought for 
fame by enterprizes that conducted them beyond the land 
of their forefathers. The first expedition undertaken by 
the Grecian princes in conjunction was the Argon auntie, 
under the guidance of Ja'son, a Thessalian chieftain. 
(B.C. 1250.) 16. It is not easy to discover the precise 

objects of this armament amid the cloud of fables with 
which the poets have enveloped the history ; but the results 
are easily discovered in the rapid improvement of commerce 
and navigation which followed the successful return of the 
Ai'gonauts, Hitherto Thessaly appears to have been the 
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xoost powerful and flouriahing part of Greece, for ite supe- 
rior fertility secured pre-eminence while all the states re- 
mained agricultural ; but from this time forward the south- 
ern Bttttes began to take the lead, their favourable situations 
for trade compensating for the deficiencies of the soil, until 
uX length the name of "fhesaaly disappears from the pages of 
justory. 

17. The domestic calamities of CE'dipus, king of Thebes, 
and the unhappy war between his sons, again united the 
Grecian states in a military enterprize. (B.C. 1225.) 
lji^|Dy of the circumstances recorded respecting this war ore 
pni^y hietDrical, but they are mingled with others either 
invented by the poetic narrators, or perverted by corrupt 
traditionB. The aimple outline of the narrative contains 
nothing tmprohaiilfi CEkhpus, king of Thebes, unwittingly 
was guilty of a great crime, accident revealed to him the 
fatal secret, and he resolved to expiate his guilt by the re- 
Bignation of his crown. Ete'ocles and Polyni'csea^ t^ sons 
of the abdicated monarch, agreed to share the abdicated 
throne, and reign alternately each a year in his turn. 
Ete odes, however, when his year expired, refused to re- 
Mgn his powe*, and Polyni'ces applied for aid to his father- 
in-law, Adrafl'tus, king of Argos, through whose influence 
he was enabled to raise a large army in Southern Greece. 
Seven chieftains headed the forces that marched against 
Thebes ; they encountered a rigorous resistance ; the rival 
bro^mrs fell by mutual wounds, and the confederate princes 
were xsoated with great slaughter. Ten years later the eons 
of 6io Seven Ghieftaina, generally called the Epig'oni, re- 
newed Sie attend and captured Thebes. (B.C- 1215.) 
In oo&fieqnet&De o^lheBe disasters, the Theban power wiu lor 
a long sttooesMQii of ages iknost MmnikHsted^ and its name 
was odkms in every part of Greece* 

1€. The Argonant^ie expeditioa, and to Iwt fXbebui 
inn» prepared the mindfi of to pec^ ior a. great naScmal 
aadffrtakSBg of idl to oombmad fleBenic lanpes ; axid that 
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object was attained in the war against Troy. The poemfl of 
Homer furnish us with a pretty accurate picture of the po- 
litical state of Greece at the time when that celebrated en- 
terprize was undertaken. 19. Sparta and ^ Myce'nre appear 
to have been the most powerful states ; they were both go- 
verned by princes of the Pelopid race, which had just arrived 
at the height of its power. The different tribes were ruled 
by hereditary chieftains, who combined the ofldces of leader 
in war and judge in peace ; but the authority possessed by 
the rulers does not appear to have been despotic, and was 
more or less extended in proportion to their qualificationE, 
particularly their valour in battle. The people dwelt in 
cities, but still were chiefly employed in cultivating the land 
and tending cattle ; commerce, however, had not been neg- 
lected, and the art of navigation was npidly advancing, 
especially among the Greeks on the eastern coast. 

20. The history of t^e Trojan war is wholly mytholo- 
gical, that is, the real events are so disguised by fiction 
that we can scarcely say of any circumstance in the narra- 
tive that it desen^es to be credited as a hiatorical fact, 
(B.C. 1174.) We are told that Helen, the daughter of the 
king of Sparta, was a lady of such surprasing beauty that 
all the Grecian princes sought her in marriage. The rivals 
bound themselves by an oath to allow her a free choice, and 
to defend the rights of her chosen husband. Helen selected 
Menela^us as her spouse, and shored with hiin the throne of 
Sparta. They had lived for some time happily together, 
when their court was visited by Paris, a Phrygian prinoe, 
whose father was king of Troy, a city on the Asiatic cooit 
of the Hehespont. The Phrygians appear to have been« 
race closely connected in their origin with the Peks'gi and 
HdfieWSf and the tradition of ancient animoataea hetwtca 
the tribes appears at leajat very probable, Paris taraed aM 
the ibeautifid Hel^en as Jib act of retaliation Jor some aimil&r 

^ Thf seat [d gavommcnX was tiansfnred from Argos to 
Peneus, a^erbe.lfBd aeddfintally gmidTcrtber Aerh'rai. 
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outrage perpetrated by a Hellenic leader, and Menela'ns 
summoned his former rivals to aid him in obtaining satisfac- 
tion for the injury. 

When the suitors of Hel'en were summoned to fulfil the 
oath they had taken to secure her possession to the hus- 
band of her choice, they selected as their leader 
Agamemnon, king of Myce'nae, not merely because he 
was brother of the injured Menelahs, but because the 
Argive kingdom was at that time su])erior to all the 
others. 21. After a protracted siege of ten years Troy 
fell, but the captors had no great reason to rejoice in their 
success : some of their bravest warriors had fallen in the 
contest, others perished in the voyage home ; the greater 
part of the remaindw found at their return strangers in 
possessian of their thrones, and either fell beneath the dag- 
gers of the usurpers, or were compelled to seek new homes 
in a foreign land. But to Greece in general, this war pro- 
duced at least one beneficial result ; it kindled one common 
national spirit — a spirit, wliich in spite of feuds and dis- 
sensions, was never wholly extinguished. From the time 
of the Jrojan war downwards, the Helle'nts looked upon 
themsely^s always els constituting one people. It has in- 
deed been* sometimes disputed whether the Trojan war was 
a real or fabulous ev^t, and several authors have asserted 
that no such place as Troy ever existed. It is undeniable 
indeed that the whole narrative of the war is so disguised 
by fiable, as to render it difficult to assert any one of the 
inoidieixts as a historical fact, or even to declare one part of 
tile history more probable than another ; but the uniform 
belief in the outline of the story, and its accordance with 
the mtidnal traditions not only of Greece, but of Italy, are 
evidences that must not lightly be set aside. Travellers 
assert, that notwithstanding ** the changes of realm and 
diancea of time" which have passed over this portion of 
westem Asia, many of the localities described by Homer in 
the Hiad may yet be identified ; Eind it ie imdeniable that 
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in the Troad, or plain where Troy is supposed to have 
stood, are to be found harrows, or immense mounds of 
earth, raised as tombs over the heroes that fell in the war. 
The barrow or tomb, of which a view is subjoined, is that 
of A'jax Tel'amon, one of the bravest of the Grecian 
leaders, who slew himself because his claims to the ar- 
mour of Achilles were rejected by the council of the 
chiefs. 



The tomb of A^j ax TeVamon. 


22. The period immediately succeeding this memorable 
expedition was very stormy, in consequence of the many 
disorders in the ruling families, more especially in that of 
Pelbpa. But still greater commotions were produced by 
the efforts of the Heraclei'dse, or descendants of Her'cules, 
to regain tlieir hereditary possessions in the Peloponnesus, 
23. It is a common characteristic of mythological history 
to find the actions of a tribe assigned to on individual, and 
we can scarcely doubt that many of the Boric traditions 
respecting Hercules were founded on real evonts in the 
early history of the Boric nation. Whether such a person 
os the hero ever existed, is a matter into which we need 
not inquire : it is sufficient to know that a race, or clan, 
called the Heraclei'die, diaiming in right of their ancestor 
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the inheritance of the Peloponnesus, assembled large forces 
in the mountains of Do'ris, and eagerly watched for an op- 
portunity of invading Southern Greece. The greatness of 
Agamem'non s power prevented them from making any 
efforts during his life, but after his unexpected disasters, 
they made two unsuccessful attempts to break through the 
Corinthian isthmus. (B.C. 1104.) 24. Warned by past 

misfortunes, the descendants of Her'cules, in the fifth 
degree, resolved to make their next attempt by sea, and 
prepared a large armament at Naupac'tus {Lepanto), a con- 
venient sea-port on the Corinthian gulf. They WTre aided 
by large bodies of Do'rians and -^i^tolians, who were eager 
to exchange their own barren mountains for the fertile vales 
of the Peloponne'sus. 25. The invaders were everywhere 
successful, end the family of Pelops became as remarkable 
for their calamities, os they had previously been for their 
good fortune ^ If there was any foundation for the hor- 
rible crimes with which this family has been charged by the 
poets, they merited the destruction by which they were 
overtaken. 2d. The consequence of this successful invasion 
was an entire revolution in southern Greece. The territo- 
ries of Argos, Sparta, Messe'ne, and Corinth, were wrested 
from the Achae'ans, who had hitherto inhabited them^ and 
became Do'rian ; Elis. fell to the share of the .^'tolians ; and 
the expelled Achae'ans in their turn drove out the lonians, 
who had settled in the north of the peninsula, and gave the 
name of Achai'a to that part of the country. The fugitive 
lo'iuans were hospitably received by their ancient kinsmen 
the Athenians, and a war broke out between that people 
and the Heraclei'dse* which terminated to the advantage of 
the former, in consequence of the patriotic self-devotion of 
Co^drue, the Athenian king. 

27. The number of persons whom this great revolution 

^ Let the remder consult the cUesical dtetionary for the lives of Ten. 
tilui, Atzeui, Ihyeitfts, .£gi^thui^ md Orestes. 
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had deprived of their homes, led to the foundation of the 
Greek colonies in Asia Minor. The ^Eolians were the first 
who migrated across the ^ge'an sea ; they settled on the 
doasts of Mys'ia and Phr}^gia, which had formed part of 
the ancient kingdom of Priam, and they also occupied the 
islands of Lesbos, Ten'edos, and the Hecatonne'si. The 
lo'iiians several years after imitated their example. They 
sailed from Attica, accompanied by several Bceo'tiana and 
Euboe'ans, and seizing on the coast of Lyd'ia, founded 
several cities, which soon attained a great height of wealth 
and power. Finally, the Do'rians, either from restlessness 
of disposition, or too rapid an increase of population, sent 
colonies to the south of Ca'ria, and gave the name of Dorris 
to a peninsula in that province. 

28. During the two centuries that succeeded these great 
changes, the Asiatic Greeks rapidly increased both in 
wealth and intelligence, but in the parent state civilization 
appears to have retrograded. Yet in this interval, the foun- 
dation was laid of that constitution of things which after- 
wards existed in Greece. In all the states except Epi'rus, 
hereditary royalty was abolished, and a republican form of 
government adopted, which impressed on the minds of the 
people that love of political freedom, which formed the 
principal feature in their national character. In this new 
order of things, each city framed a constitution for itself, 
and hence arose as many free states as there were cities in 
the respective districts. 

29. The nature of this change deserves to be attentively 
considered, because it elucidates the fundamental principles 
of Grecian policy. The old heroic monarchies were rathei* 
aristocratic principalities, similar to those of the feudal ages, 
than kingdonuB, consequently the revolution by which they 
were overthrown was simply a substitution of the influence 
of wealth for the power of blood, or noble birth. But Buch 
a transition was rarely effected without violence ; in most 
of the Grecian states despotism succeeded the ftTicjFfnt aria- 

E 2 
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tocracies ; a wealthy commoner purchased the services of a 
band of mercenaries, seized the citadel, and made himself 
a tyrant. The despotism continued until the power of the 
old privileged class was completely broken, for thus far 
the tyrant was supported by the sympathy of the com- 
mons ; but when that object was effected, the dethrone- 
ment of the usurper followed, the more readily be- 
cause the narrow hniits of the several states afforded 
great facilities for political revolutions. The frequency 
of the attempts to form fixed constitutions diffused 
throughout Greece a spirit of inquiry on subjects of go- 
vernment and legislation, whose beneficial effects may be 
easily traced in the codes of the early lawgivers. Although 
the smallness of the. states was favourable to the early 
development of freedom, it was fatal to the permanency 
of any form of government, because the power of the state 
was placed at the disposal of a popular assembly, subject 
to all the influences of pride, caprice, and passion. It was 
therefore an injury internally that Greece contained more 
states than countries, and that consequently there never 
appeared a necessity for entrusting legislative power to 
select representatives, and not to the great body of the 
citizens themselves. Some of the smaller countries, such as 
At'tica, Meg'aris, and Laco'nia, were indeed separate states, 
but then they depended each on a single city, and the 
capital was virtually the country. This, however, was not 
the case in Arca'dia and Bceo'tia, where, in spite of the 
acknowledged ties of kindred, those who spoke of each 
other as countrymen were frequently engaged in sanguinary 
wars. The supremacy of Thebes over the Boeo'tian cities 
was very precarious, and depended upon the circumstances 
of the period. All the events which regulated the future 
political condition of Greece occurred before the age of cer- 
tain history ; hence we are forced rather to infer the nature • 
of the early revolution from subsequent circumstances, than 
tor explain it by a direct narrative. 
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30. Even at this early age, we find that Sparta was con- 
sidered the chief of the Do'rian, and Athens of the lo'nian 
states. Tire history of the former, previous to the promul- 
gation of the laws of Iwcur'gus, exhibits nothing but petty 
wars with the Ai’gives and Arca'dians, and civil broils re- 
sulting from the unequal division of property ; but the do- 
mestic changes which occurred at Athens during the same 
period, were attended with the most important results. 
The situation and pecuharities of Attica made it less ex- 
posed to the inroads of wandering hordes than the other 
portions of the country, and thus ensured for it that secu- 
rity which is essential to the growth of national prosperity. 
From the brief notices of its kings, we learn that Athens 
was peculiarly favoured with a series of wise and virtuous 
sovereigns. 31. The'seus extended and improved the in- 
stitutions which Ce'crops had brought from Egypt, and 
was in fact the founder of the Athenian constitution ; 
Mcnes'theus is honourably mentioned by Homer as the 
leader of a free people, and Co^drus, the last of their 
monarchs, sacrificed his life for the safety of his country. 
32. We have already mentioned the causes that led to the 
war between the Athenians and the Heraclei'dse : an oracle 
had declared that the Athenians would prove victorious if 
their king fell in the contest ; Co'drus, when informed of 
the prophecy, disguised himself as a peasant, went into the 
enemy’s camp, purposely insulted one of the hostile sol- 
diers, and was slain. The Heraclei'dee being informed of 
the circumstance, despaired of victory, and immediately re- 
treated into their own country. 33. In compliment to his 
memory, the Athenians abolished the title of king, Emd 
their rulers were for the future denominated At^ chons. The 
AF chons at first held their place for life, and were selected 
from the family of Co'drus, but afterwards they were 
chosen every ten years, and at length the archonahip wm 
made annual, and all the citizens declared eligible to the 
office, 34. The last person that held the archqnship for 
B 3 
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life was Alcmaeon, whose family was subsequently con- 
sidered the leaders of the Athenian aristocracy. A strug- 
gle similar to that between the patricians and plebeians 
at Rome took place at Athens, for the possession of 
the supreme power, but in the latter city the popular 
cause prevailed. 

35. For the history of the other states we have but few 
materials, and the details are neither interesting nor im- 
portant. Corinth, indeed, by its happy situation between 
the two Grecian seas, was the dep6t of the commerce 
between Asia, Greece, and Italy ; but it did not until a 
very late period take an active part in the affairs of Greece. 
Sparta, though opposed by Argos, Messe'ne, and Teg'ea, 
maintained its superiority in the Peloponnesus ; and 
Athens having triumphed over the rival states of Meg'- 
ara and ^gina, was recognized as the principal city 
in central Greece. From the superior power of these 
two great states, the general history of Greece is in- 
timately connected with theirs, and they consequently 
demand more attention than our limits will allow us to 
bestow on the rest. 

Questions. 

1. Which were the most remarkable of the early Grecian tribes? 

2. Dili the Pelasgi found any states? 

3. Who was their leader ? 

4. How long did they retain their superiority ? 

5. By whom were they subdued? 

S. Did any relics, of the Pelasgic race remain? 

7. What was the character of the Hellenes ? 

8. How were they subdivided ? 

9. What colonies settled in Greece ? 

10. Did Greece derive any advantage from the new settlers ? 

11. Where were the four Hellenic tribes settled? 

12. How was a national spirit diffused through the detached portions 

of the Hellenic race ? 

13. How did the Amphictyonic council originate ? 

14. Whence did it receive its name ? 

16<. In what great enterprise did the Grecian chieftains first combine ? 
Ml What were the consequences of the Argonautic expedition ? 

17- What calamities befel Thebes? 

la. Was any remtirkable war carried on by the combined Grecian 
forces ? 
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19. What was the political condition of Greece at the commencement 

of the Trojan war ? 

20. How was that war conducted ? 

21. Did any important consetjuEnces result from this expedition ? 

22. What great event caused remarkable commotions in Greece after 

the Trojan war ? 

23. Whither had the Heracleidae retired when banished from the Pelo- 

ponnesus ? 

24. How did they conduct the invasion 7 

25. Did the invasion succeed? 

2G. What were its consequences ? 

27- In what part of Asia Minor did the Grecian colonies settle ? 

28. What political revolution took place in the Grecian states ? 

29. Can you explain the nature of this revolution? 

30. What states began to take a lead in Greece ? 

31. What kings of Athens are remarkable ? 

32. How did Codrus die ? 

33. What compliment did the Athenians pay to his memory ? 

34. Who was the last hereditary Archon ? 

35. What states w^ere the early rivals of Athens and Sparta ? 


CHAPTER II. 

Of the government of SpartUf and the laws of 
Lycurgus 


. SECTION I. 


For more true nobleness of soul is shown 
By him who spurns than him who gains a throne. 


1. Vafl'salage, j. servitude, dependence 
on a master. 

Perineci, dwellers In the neigh- 
hourhoDd from Trapiferi, around, 
and uiKor cecof, a d\^lllng. 

7. FeigTied, v. pretended. 

Regent, s, one who rules In the 
name of another. 


Barry. 


10. Chivalry, a, knighthood, romantic 

valour. 

11. Initiating, pari, making the flrat 

proposal of any thing. 

13. Scrutiny, a. strict examination. 

14, Athletic, acy. belonging to wiBstUngj 

boxing, &c. 

20. Accumulate, v. heap together. 


1, The AcWans were the first Hellenic tribe that settled 
in Laco'nia ; they were at first governed by prisnefi of the 
E 4 
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house of Per'seus, but after the marriage of Mencla'us and 
Hele'n the sovereignty was transferred to the descendants 
of Pe'lops. When the Heraclerdte and their Dorian auxili- 
aries subdued the greater part of the Peloponne'sus, the 
Ach^'ans of Laco'nia were reduced to a state of vassalage 
by the conquerors, who took the name of Spartans, and 
the ancient proprietors of the soil became tenants to their 
Dorian masters. The vanquished AchEcaiis were named 
Laconians or Perios'ci ; they stood in the same relation to 
the Spartans that the Saxons did to the Normans in th^; 
reign of William the Conqueror : like the Saxons, they were 
treated as an inferior caste, and excluded from all share in 
the government. 2. The condition of the Perioeci was 
not so severe immediately after the conquest as it subse- 
quently became ; the conquered were at first permitted to 
retain the private rights of citizenship, and to vote in the 
public ^semblies, but having made an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to throw off tl$j^ Dorian yoke, they were deprived of 
tliose privileges, and some whose resistance was more 
obstinate, were degraded to the rank of slaves under the 
name of Helots. 3. All the political institutions of Sparta 
directly tended to maintain the supremacy of the domi- 
nant people ; the Spartans were a nation of nobles, and to 
support such a position they were forced to be a nation of 
warriors. Their unjust ascendancy could only be main- 
tained by the same military virtues, skill, courago^and disci- 
pline, J>y which it had been originally acqpji^d ; they were 
therefore compelled to act like an army of occupation in a 
conquered country, and trust for then- security to incessant 
vi^ance and superior prowess. 

4. The monarchy of Sparta wa5 hereditary in the family 
of the Heraclei'dae ; the sovereigns were supposed to possess 
a divine right in consequence of their heroic descent, and 
this right was recognized by a eolenan Compact when the 
l^qrian invasion was undertaken. 5 , Two kings reigned 
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with equal authority j this extraordinary form of govern- 
ment is said to have arisen from the difficulty of distin- 
guishing between Eurys'thenes and Pro'cles, the twin sons 
of Aristode'raus, the first Heracleid monarch of Sparta. 
The people invested both with the hereditary sovereignty, 
and the arrangement lasted for several centuries. The 
descendants of Pro'cles were named Procli'dae, of whom 
twenty-seven sat on the throne of Sparta; the second 
royal family was named A'gidse, from Agis the son and 
successor of Eurys'thenes ; it continued through a line of 
thirty monarchs. 

6. During the two centuries succeeding the Doric con- 
quest, the Spartans were engaged in frequent wars with the 
Argives, and harassed by domestic broils arising from the 
unequal division of property ; as a remedy for these and 
similar disorders, Lycurgus instituted his celebrated code of 
laws, and gave Sparta a constitution, to which the s^^te was 
chiefly Indebted for its subsequent spi«Shdour. 

7. Polydec'tes, king of Sparta, died without issue, and was 
succeeded by his brother Lycur'gus. Soon after his acces- 
sion the new monarch was informed by the queen dowager 
that she had been left pregnant, and at the same time she 
offered to murder the infant as soon as it should be bom, 
pro\^(Jed he would marry her and admit her into a share of 
powii^. Lycur'gus feigned assent : the queen soon after was 
delivered of a boy, and the generous monarch, far from de- 
stroying the iiffiwit, presented him to the people ae their 
rightful sovereign, and thenceforward continued to act not 
as king, but as regent. The infant whose life was thus me- 
served took the name of Charila'us, which signifies the 
delight of the people,” 8. It is not certain at what period 
of his life Lycur'gus resolved to assume the office of a legis- 
lator, but it was probably after his nephew had attained 
the age of manhood, since he had leisure to prepare himself 
for the task by travelling into foreign countries. The 
celebrity of the laws of Minos induced Lycurgus to visit 

E 5 



HISTORY OF GREECE 


(52 


Crete \ thence he passed into Asia, where he is said to 
have discovered the works of Homer and finally he 
visited Egypt, the great seat of ancient civilization. On his 
return to Greece he proceeded to the oracle of Delphi, in 
order that he might obtain a religious sanction for his pro- 
jected reformation ; and having succeeded, he propounded 
his laws not on his own authority, but on that of Apollo, 
the national god of the Doric tribes. 

9. The laws of Lycurgus were not contained in a 
written code, but conveyed in short sentences called Rhetree, 
which might easily be retained in the memory ; hence 
many laws of a later date have been attributed to him, and 
he has obtained credit for several regulations which really 
formed part of the ancient Dorian institutions. 10. To 
understand the principles of his laws we must keep steadily 
in mind the relation in which the Spartans were placed to 

‘ Crete is the largest of the Grecian islands, and is most advanta- 
geously situated for carrying on commerce with Enrope, Asia, and 
Africa. On this account it was very early colonized, and had attained 
a high degree of civilization long before barbarism had been banished 
from continental Greece. Its inhabitants were not pure Helle'nes, but 
a mixed race of Cure'tes, a wandering Asiatic tribe, Pelasgi and others, 
with whom iEolians and Dorians were intermingled. Its first legislator, 
and probably the first sovereign of the entire island, was Mi'nos, who pre- 
tended Lo be the son of Ju'piter. His laws appear to have been founded 
on the ancient Doric institutions, with such improvements as experience 
suggested, or extensive commerce rendered necessary. It was to study 
this code that Lycur'gus visited Crete, and from it he derived several 
of his institutions. The'seus had in a former age intmduoed several of 
the most beneficial Cretan laws into Athens, and thus Minos maybe 
looked on as the great author of the Greciaii legislations which being 
several centuries after brought to Rome dec^^virs, forms the 

buis of civil law in modern Europe. - ' - 

* Ho^r most probably was by birth an Ionian, and his poems were 
eoiuequently unknown to the Dorian conquerors of the Peloponnc^sus. 
They were not, however, forgotten by the Achseaq^ tribes, the valour 
of whose ancestors they celebrated ; but these had beep driven from 
their habitations, and were little inefined to hold intercourse with the 
Dorians, whom they despised for their ignorance, and detested for their 
usurpations. Lycurgus was the first who made the Spartans acquainted 
with the invaluable writings of this celebratfe<^ poet ; and he seems 
to have formed his system of laws in ac^rdance with the state of society 
described by the bard. From this circumstance we may conclude that 
Homer flourished belbre the return of Illh|lleracleid«, as otherwise his 
lirorkf would have been preserve in the Peloponnesus, which he has 
described with so much accuracy, and celebrated with so much beauty. 
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theLacedBemonians, orPerice'ci, and tKe Helots, because the 
main object of Lycurgns was to maintain the Spartan as- 
cendancy, and secure for ever the supremacy of the conquer- 
ing race. Hence we find the organization of the Spartan 
constitution strictly military, calculated to unite the daring 
spirit of chivalry with habits of discipline and obedience. 

11. The authority of the kings was limited by the insti- 
tution of a senate consisting of twenty- eight members, into 
which none were eligible who had not attained the age of 
sixty years, and who were not men of distinguished fami- 
lies, blameless lives, and eminent station. After the sena- 
tors were once elected, they were free from all further scru- 
tiny ; they held their places for life, and were exempt from 
all fear as to the consequences of their actions. The func- 
tions of the senate were two-fold, legislative and judicial ; 
in conjunction with the kings it possessed the sole right of 
initiating laws, and preparing them for the decision of the 
public assembly ; in its second capacity it had the supreme 
decision in all criminal cases, and could punish with infamy 
or death, 

12. Next to the senate or council of elders was the 
general assembly, in which none but Spartans could vote ; 
consequently, though this tvus a popular institution, so far 
as the dominant race was concerned, it was strictly, an 
oligarchy in Hs relation to the great bulk of the inlmhitanta 
of Laconia. No questions could be discussed in the 
general as^eisttbly had not been previously sanctioned 
by the coulicil<5fi elders, neither could amendments^)^ intro- 
duced into any proposed measure j its power was strictly 
confined to a 45 oepting or rejecting the decree propounded 
on the authority of the senate. No private citizen had a 
right to apeak in the assenroly, and consequently its delibe- 
rative functions were a mere mockery. 

13. The excessive power of the senate was controlled 
by the Ephoralty, an institution peculiar to Sparta, but of 
which it is not easy to determine the origin. The Eph"cin« 

E G 
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or inspectors, as their name signifies, seem to have been 
originally magistrates chosen to determine civil causes ; they 
also had control over the markets, and a censorial authority 
over the morals of the citizens. About a century after 
the death of Lycurgus, the Eph'ori so far extended their 
authority that they acquired and retained the chief power 
of the state. This was chiefly owing to their privilege of 
instituting at their pleasure a scrutiny into the conduct of 
any magistrate, even the king himself, and placing him on 
his trial before the great council. Being regarded in some 
measure as the representatives and agents of the general 
assembly, the Ephori claimed the privilege of convening 
the free citizens and transacting business with them in 
preference to all other magistrates ; they had also the pri- 
vilege of proposing laws, but not without having obtained 
the consent of the council of the elders. Whenever a case 
arose for which no pronsion was made in the constitution 
of Lycurgus, the Ephori assumed its management, and in 
this nniiiner they obtained the direction of foreign oflkirs, 
and the control over the public fin^ces. So far ^ the 
Spartans were concerned, the Ephoralty must be regtirded 
08 a strictly popular institution ; its members were chosen 
by the general assembly, and no qualification of wealth or 
station was reqifired in a candidate : but in its relation to 
the grant body of the nation, the Ephoralty was ejBsentioUy 
a part of tlie oligarchical system, and the of its 

power greatly increased the severity of tbe ^londition both 
of the P^oe^ci and the Helots.' 

14. As it was the great object of the legislator to make 
the Spartans a nation of warriors, care wan taken that 
they should have sufficient leisure for athletic sports and 
military exercises. Relieved from all care of ag^ulture 
by their slaves and vassals, taught to ^^onsider trade de- 
grading and literature unmanly, they spent their time in 
gymnastic sports and the mimicry of war. Luxury, and 
trery indulgence that tended jL enervate the frame, were 
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Strictly prohibited, and the citizens were encouraged to 
compete in the endurance of fatigue and hardship. 

15. The education of the Spartans was made an affair of 
state ; children bom with any physical defect were ruth- 
lessly murdered; the others were subjected from infancy to 
a rigid discipline, which none but the strongest constitu- 
tions could endure. Obedience and endurance were the 
principal lessons taught to youth ; by an excess of depra- 
vity they were permitted to cheat, steal, and lie, in order 
that they might be prepared for the stratagems of war, and 
if detected they were punished, not for their guilt, but for 
their want of ingenuity in concealing it. Females, as well 
as males were forced to go through the severe course ot 
hardship and exercise which Lycurgus deemed necessary to 
securing the continuance of a nation of warlike nobles. 

16. We have already ;^d that the PericE^ci were the old 
Achaean inhabitants of Laconia, and that they were re- 
duced to subjection by the Doric Spartans. Some persons 
may probably feel surprised that the distinction races 
continued in full force through several centuries, and that 
intermarriages did not, as in the case of the Normans and 
Saxons, gradually blend the conquerors and the conquered 
into one nation. But the superstitions of antiquity pre- 
vented this intermixture ; it was supposed that certain reli- 
gious ceremonies' were peculiar to families or nations, and 
it was thougtoVthat these would be polluted if strangers 
were permitted tCij^aiticipate in them. A marriage between 
a Spartan and an Achaean was regarded not mterely as 
degrading, hut as impious, and therefore such an alliance 
was rarely, if ever, contracted. Though subject to the 
Spartans, the Perice'ci were not wholly deprived of civil 
rights ; they possessed oil the trade of Laconia, and con- 
sequently had all the influence arising from the possesaion 
of commercial wealth. In every other port of tiree^ they 
were regarded as free citizens, and had the privilege ox 
contending at the public gtJbea. 
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17. Far different was the situation of the Helots: they 
were slaves attached to the soil ; their possessor could nei- 
ther liberate them nor sell them beyond the borders. They 
were the property of the state, though their services were 
apportioned to individuals whose farms they cultivated. 
These unfortunate men possessed no civil rights, their 
masters had the power of life and limb over them, and 
were by no means gentle in its exercise. When their 
numbers rendered them formidable the state sanctioned 
their massacre ; hence the Spartans lived in constant 
dread of their slaves, and were even compelled to sti- 
pulate in treaties for aid against them in case of a 
revolt. 

18. Having viewed the members of the state in their 
relation to the government, our attention must next be 
directed to the laws regulating property and the tenure 
of land. All the land in Laconia was either in the imme- 
diate possession of the state, or shared in freeholds to the 
^artans, or leased out at a stipulated tribute to the Peri- 
oe'ci. The public estates were different from the mensal 
lands assigned for the support of the kings ; they seem to 
have been principally pastures or forests, the profits of 
^diich were possessed by the general government. Nine 
thousand lots of ground were given in freehold to the Spar- 
tans, and great care was taken to make them as nearly 
equal in value as possible. These freeholdjs were culti- 
vated by the Helots, and each lot supported a separate 
family ; they were inalienable by sale, but at a late period 
permission was given to bequeath them by will in case of a 
failure of heirs. The manifest design of thia division was 
to establish an equality, and a partial community of pro- 
perty among the citizens; it necessarily failed, but the 
injudicious attempt diminished the actual strength and hin- 
dered the future increase of the Spartans. Their numbers 
gradually diminished, until in the reign of Agifl III. B.C. 
fi40, not more thaq seven hundred genuine Spartans could 
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be found \ The leaseholds of the Perioe'ci were smaller 
than the Spartan freeholds, and Helots were not employed 
in their cultivation ; the rent paid for them appears to have 
been moderate, and they were not subject to any Eirbitrary 
exactions. 

19. To abolish the use of money is obviously impossible, 
but Lycur'^s, anxious to prevent the Spartans from en- 
gaging in trade, devised a cumbrous coinage, which could 
with difficulty be brought into circulation. His coins were 
iron bars, rendered useless for common purposes by being 
cooled in vinegar ; its value was to silver in the proportion 
of about twelve hundred to one, consequently a sum equal 
to a pound sterling of our money was a load that could not 
be carried without inconvenience. In the Spartan market 
money was consequently rather a standard of comparison 
than a medium of exchange ; and, indeed, the few commercial 
transactions between the citizens must have been principally 
transacted by barter. 

20. But though the possession of gold and silver coins 

was expressly forbidden to the Spartans, the state itself was 
permitted to accumulate and use them, because money of 
general currency was necessary in all transactions with 
foreign states. It would seem also from the mercantile 
affairs in which the Perioe'ci were engaged, that they were 
not subject to the restrictions in this respect imposed upon 
their masters ; the kings also had permission to acquire 
treasure, but it is not certain whether this exemption from 
the general rule was the result of a special law or usurpa- 
tion. ^ 

> Every exclusive aristocracy which omits to replace such houses as 
become extinct dies away, and that too with precipitous rapidity, if it 
be strict in Insisting on purity of descent ; so that it must sink into an 
oppressive and hateful oligarchy. ... As the Spartans did not repair 
their losses by admitting new citizens, and did not spare their blood, 
they were reduced to so few, that after Leuctra, their empire fell to 
pieces in an instant, and the. existence of the state was only preaerved 
by the fidelity of a part of the I^conians. 

NUbukr^M ^ nvu m flutor|i, FoL /. 
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21, One important result followed from these regulations, 
which probably was designed by the legislator ; gold and 
silver were necessary to all persons who had to undertake 
a journey out of Laconia, and these the Spartans could 
not obtain except from the magistrate or the king, a cir- 
cumstance which placed great obstacles in the way of foreign 
travel. 

22. The appearance of the city of Sparta showed some- 
thing of the haughty and exclusive spirit that characterizes 
its laws. For a long time it continued unwalled, and it was 
never perfectly fortified, because Spartan valour was sup- 
posed able to keep enemies at a distance. Tbc Spartan 
tribes dwelt apart, so as to give the city the appearance of 
five towns placed irregularly round the citadel, in the im- 
mediate vicinity of which the different public buildings 
stood. A glance at the accompanying plan will show that 
Sparta was a city in which httle regard was paid to the 
convenience of commerce or architectural beauty. 



rivec to the east is the Eurc?tas, joined at the grove 
Ilf plane-trees by two^ranches of ^ Cnacion. The wall 
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t!Xtending in a north-westerly directioi* was erected long 
after the age of Lycurgus ; a is the gate opposite the su- 
burban villeige of Tlierap ne ; is a temple on the road to 
that village ; d marks the spot where the road from Amy- 
clee joins the wall; c is the hippodroims, or race-course ; h 
the citadel, or acropolis, e g f i and mark the divisions of 
the city occupied by the several tribes. 

Questions, 

]. Vv^liat uas the effect of the Doric conquest in Laconia ? 

2. Were any changes maile in the condition of the I’criceci ? 
o. Did their peculiar position produce any effect on the character of 
the Spartans ? 

4. What was the Spartan form of government ? 
o. AVlience arose the custom of having two kings? 

0. From what causes did disturbances arise at Sparta 1 
7- How did Lycurgus behave to his nephew ? 

8. In what manner did Lycurgus prepare himself for the oiTice of a 

legislator ? 

9. How w'ere the law's of Lycurgus issued ? 

It). What was the great object of the Spartan laws ? 

11. How was the authority of the kings limited? 

12. How was the general Spartan assembly regulated? 

13. What magistracy was peculiar to Sparta? 

] 4. Why was leisure provided for the Spartans ? 

15. How was education regulated in Sparta ? 

16. W hat was the condition of the Perimei ? 

17 . In what manner were the Helots treated ? 
lb. What was the Spartan tenure of land ? 

19. Was not money prohibited at Sparta ? 

20. Did this prohibition extend to the state ? 

21. AVhat consequence followed from the monetary system established 

at Sparta ? 

22. Did the exclusive principles of the Spartans appear in the building 

of tlieir city ? 



90 


fllSTORY OF GREECE. 


SECTION II. 

Courts of Judicature, Military Institutions, and Do- 
mestic regulations of the Spartans, The First Mes- 
senian War, 

Some barbarous dream of empire to fulfil, 

Those iron ag^es he would have restored, 

When law w'afi but the ruffian soldier’s will, 

Might governed all, the sceptre was the sword. 

COOKH. 


1 . Perpetuate, i'. render lastinf^. 18. Pwlhe'nisB, j. sons of unmarried 

4 . Gradation, i. deijrees. women, 

f. Ottcntatiously, urfu. openly wiih the Spiirious, adj. ilhgitimafe. 

design of attracting atttiUion. 19. Suppositi'tious, adj. substituted in 
9 . Pro^pagated, dl^sed abroad, the place of another, 

published, 

1. The general principles of the Spartan constitution, as 
established by Lycurgus, were designed to perpetuate the 
state of society that resulted from the Dorian conquest ; 
every law had a tendency more or less direct to confirm the 
supremacy of the Spartans, and to continue the exclusion 
of the Periceci from civil rights. The same intention is 
manifest in all the minor regulations ^ the legislator, and 
it will be found to expla^ many Spartan institutions which 
would otherwise seem ^rfectly absurd. We must never 
forget that such a supremacy as that of the Spartans could 
only be maintained by force and incessant vigilance, and 
consequently we must regard the laws to which they were 
aubjected, as designed rather for soldj^ of a garrison 
citizens of ^ state. 
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2. The civil laws of Sparta have a character of loftineaa 
and severity that belongs to a rnilitary code ; the regulations 
respecting private property were few and indefinite, and the 
Ephori, to whom their administration was entrusted, were 
permitted to judge according to their own notions of equity. 
The whole state was considered as attacked when any in- 
dividual acted contrary to the g*eneral principles of the con- 
stitution, consequently those suits which we should regard 
as private, were in Sparta considered as state trials. On 
this account the penalties of transgression were dispropor- 
tionately severe, but thev were more especially so in a state 
where the prohibition of money excluded the infliction of 
fine or forfeiture. 3. “ Dishonour ' was the punislffiient 
most dreaded by the Spartans ; it was chiefly inflicted for 
cowardice ; the offender was deprived of civil rights, exposed 
to every insult, and denied the use of fire. No person could 
speak to him, much less contract an alliance with his fa- 
mily ; wherever he turned, a distinctive dress, and a head 
half-shorn, proclaimed his infamy. 

4. The military system of the Spartans was the most 
perfect in Greece, for with them alone did the warlike arts 
constitute the sole study of life. The divisions of the citi- 
zens at home were maintained in war ; those who shared 
the same feast in Sparta fought in the same company when 
they took the field. Hence the men' of the separate bat- 
talions were intimate acquaintances, and were ever ready 
to help and encourage each other. As the Spartans usually 
fought in close files, with long lances, strict subordination 
was necessary to prevent confusion when any evolutions 
were to be made by the crowdjjjj, phalanx. 5. To effect 
this, a greater number of gradatw^ of rank existed in their 
army than in any other ; and no duty was more carefully 
impressed on the minds of the soldiers than that of obe- 
dience to th^ immediate superior. The arms of the 
heavy infantr^the body to which the attentitm of Sparta 
was almost exclusively directed, consisted of a long Bpear* 
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a short sword only used in the closest combat, and a brazen 
shield, which covered the body, from the shoulders to the 
knees. To prevent other nations from learning the Spartan 
tactics, it was forbidden to make frequent wars upon the 
same people ; and to avoid the manifest dangers that would 
result from breaking the lines of the phalanx, it was or- 
dained, that a beaten enem^ should be pursued no further 
than was absolutely necessary to ensure the victory. 

7. In their dwellings and their dress the Spailuns dis- 
played a simplicity and plainness sometimes graceful, but 
not unfrequently coarse. The same may be said of their 
domestic institutions, which were too frequently gross and 
indelicate. Marriage was regarded not as a private relation, 
but as an affair of state, and the Lacedsemonian w’omen 
were invested with an influence and importance not granted 
to the female sex in any other part of Greece, It w'ould 
have been well if this honour paid to the Spartan ladies had 
been free from the too obvious design of the law- giver to 
make them mothers of soldiers, a design so ostentatiously 
displayed in the Speirtan customs, that female delicacy and 
soft feelings may be said to have been virtually banished 
from the state. 

8. Such institutions naturally led to the sacrifice of all 
ii;xdividual feelings in favour of an order, or class, in the 
state; self interest wm yielded to the maintenance of Spar- 
tan wpremacy, every citizen laboured not for himself, but 
the community. Still it would be idle to call these feelings 
patriodc ; the Spartans were not a nation, but an oligarchy 
in a nation, and Spartan heroism was exerted in behalf of a 
party rather than a people. Viewed in this light, the dis- 
regard of self so often exhibited by the noble warrior loses 
much of its merit, for we cannot accord to partizans the ho- 
nour we bertow on patriots. 

B, The laws of Lycurgus were propagated in a borba- 
rowp age, and were calculated to preserve the virtues of 
life alone. Some re^stance was at first made to 
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their adoption ; it is said that when the division of land 
was proposed, a great sedition was excited hy the wealthy, 
and a young nobleman, named Alcan der, was so indignant, 
that he deprived Lycur'gus of his eye by a hasty blow. 
The multitude seized the young man, and gave him to be 
dealt with by the legislator according to his pleasure. 
10. He took Alcan'der home, and explaining to him the 
design of his laws, converted an active enemy into one of 
the warmest supporters of the new constitution. 11. Hav- 
ing completed all his plans, Lycurgus pretended that it 
was necessary for him to consult the oracle of Delphi, and 
exacted an oath from the Spartans that nothing should be 
changed during his absence. On reaching Delphi, he ob- 
tained the sanction of the oracle for all the laws he had 
promulgated, and then committed suicide, in order that the 
oath for their observance should be perpetually binding on 
the Spartans. 

12. It would have been impossible that peace could long 
be maintained in the Peloponne'sus, when the centre of the 
countiy was occupied by a military commonwealth, whose 
citizens were impelled to war by the restlessness common to 
man, and who had nothing else to engage their attention, 
since all the occupations of agriculture and domestic life 
were left to the care of vassals pr slaves. 13. The first 
occasion on whic^ the Spartans disprayed the superiority 
derived from their^ew institutions was in a war against the 
Messe'nians, a nation, like themselves, descended from the 
Doric conquerors. 14. The history of this war is derived 
chiefly from traditions collected at a very late period, and 
is, therefore, subject to some uncertainty, but the follow- 
ing is a summary of the narrative given by the best his- 
torians. 

15. Some Messe'nian youths accidentally met a party of 
Spartan virgins who had come to worship in a temple of 
Diana, that stood at the rommon boundary of both etatee, 
and stimulated by passion £atally insulted them, The 
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young women on their return home refused to survive their 
disgrace, and perished miserably by their own hands. 
Nearly at the same time a Lacedaemo'niau sold to strangers 
some cattle that had been committed to his care by a rich 
lyiesse'nian, and treacherously murdered his son, when he 
came to inquire after the plundered property. The injured 
father vainly complained to the Spartan rulers ; and being 
maddened by his loss, revenged on some innocent passen- 
gers the injuries that had been inflicted on him by others. 
The Spartans sent deputies to demand the person of the 
offender, but the Messe'nians, taking into consideration the 
wrongs by which he had been provoked, refused to deliver 
him up. They offered, however, to refer all the differences 
between the two nations to the Amphictyon'ic council ; a 
proposal which the Spartans, eager to seize on the rich 
plains of Messe'ne, did not even deign to honour with an 
answer. 

16. This war lasted twenty years, and is remarkable for 
two incidents that are worthv of notice. The Spartans 
having drained their city of all its male inhabitants, in 
order to carry on the war, and having bound themselves 
by an oath not to return home till they had conquered the 
enemy ; their women, in the meantime remonstrated, that 
fro]fn their long absmee all posterity would be at an end. 
17. To remedy thismconvenience,^they detached fifty of 
their most promising young men from the army to go and 
live promiscuously with the young women of Sparta. 1 8. 
The offsprings of these virgins "^ere from them called Par- 
then'i(^jfjFho flnding themselves despised by the Spartans, 
on their return, as a spurious race, joined some years after 
in an isMirrection with the Helots, but were soon sup- 
pressed. Being* expelled the state, they went, under the 
conduct of their captain Fhalao^^, and settled at Taren^- 
tum in Italy. 

‘ 1^. The other incident is ; the Mease nians having 
lent to consult the Delphos, received for answer^ 
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that they must offer a vir^ of the family of iE'pytus as a 
sacrifice. The lot fell upon the daughter of Lyci^cus ; but 
she being thought to be supposititious » Aristode'mus offerai . 
his daughter, whom all allowed to be his own. 20. The 
enthusiasm produced- by this sacrifice served for awhile to 
give the Messe'nians the advantage ; but being at last 
overthrown and besieged in the city of Itho'me, they were 
obliged to submit to the Spartans, and Aristode'mus slew 
himself on his daughter’s grave. 

21. The Messe'nians felt the severity of their lot the 
more acutely, as the responses of the Pythia had led them 
to hope for a different termination of the war. They were 
treated with the utmost harshness by their cruel conquerors ; 
they were forced to tahe an oath of allegiance to the Spar- 
tans, to present them every year with half the produce of 
their lands, and compelled, under pain of the severest pun- 
ishment, to appear in mourning habits at the funeral of 
the Spartan kings and magistrates. 

22. For thirty years the Messe'nians submitted to the 
bitter yoke ; but during that period their resources had 
been recruited, their cities partially rebuilt, and the pain 
of servitude felt more bitterly every hour of its continuance. 
The other nations in the peninsula began also to sympa- 
thize with their condition, especially the Arcadians, who 
had been long in alli^ce with Mess^e, and the Argives, 
always jealous of the Spartan power, and now irritated by 
some recent usurpations of the Spartans in the territories 
of Argos, it seemed a favourable opportunity to strike for 
freedom, and the Messe'nians embraced it with 

Questions, 

1. How were the SpaTtens forfpd to maintain their Bupremuf f 

2. What is the character tlie Spartan civil law 7 

3. What was the severest punishment inflicted on Spartana t 

4. How were the military and 4vil codes connected 7 

5. What was pecuHsr to the Spartan army t 

6. Were there any remarkable law^regul^tiDg war T 
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7 . How were women treated in Sparta ? 

8. Does the Spartan constitution merit praise? 

9. Were the laws of Lycurgus adopted at once ? 

10. How did Lycurgus treat Alcander? 

11. Was there any thing remarkable in the death of the Spartan legis- 

lator ? 

12. What effect had the Spartan laws in the' Pelopb^esus 7 
M. What was^he first war caused by Spartan ambitiop ? 

14, On what is the history of this war founded ? 

15. How did the war between the Messenlans and Spartans originate? 
IG. What was its duration, and for what was it remarkable 7 

17 . What remedy was proposed for this inconvenience ? 

18. W^hat was the consequence 7 

19. What was the other incident 7 

20. What effect did this produce 7 

21. How were the Messenians treated 7 

22. Did they submit to the yoke ? 


SECTION III. 

Second Messenian War* 


Oh ! for a tongue to curse the slave, 

Whose treason like a deadly blight, 

Comes o'er the councils of the brave, 

And blasts them in the hour of might. 

Moore. 


2. Dem, 1 . a small town fh Mesaenla. 

4. Hardihood, f. daring oaurage. 

1« Reipouie, ». answer. 

SL EgUo, «. a village In Laconia, 
^ne&ctor, I. one who ihows kind- 
to another. 

part, known again- 
i. uitd as an carried 
mi by fmoll plundering partiei. 

IbitKU in the mountains 

13, Pretipltated, part thioini head- 
long. 

Boat, pnmlnnee In the middle 
of a il^ld. 

14 Protneted, lengthened. 

17 Diviner, s. one who foretold future 
eventiffroinwmBiM^d locriflcea. 


21. Retaliate, v. to act to others as they 
have done to us— it ie generally 
used in a bad sense. 

12, Rhegtum, t. no^7 Reggio, a town in 
the South of Italy, deriving ita 
name from a Greek verb, which 
signifies, to break ; because Italy 
appears in this place as if It wera 
broken off from Sicily. 

23, Zaixde, 1 . the ancient name of Mes- 
alna, a town on the coast of Si- 
cily, opposite Qheglum ; It de- 
rived its nnae from being built 
In the «hm of a Zancle, or 
reaping-hook. 

33.. SubJugBtion, 4. oonqu^st. 


L, MMse'niaaM Toe6 up a# one tfuce ex- 

jpdije^ the SpartaM from tbeir dominkinB. deader of 
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the insurrection was Aristom'enes, (B.C. 682.) a young* 
hero, descended from the ancient line of Messe^nian kings, 
adorned with the most extraordinary quEilities of mind and 
body. 2. The first engagement was fought at Der<B with 
doubtful succew ; but so conspicuous was the valour of the 
Messe'nian leader, that his soldiers unanimously saluted 
him king on the field of battle. He however declined the 
dangerous name, declaring himsetf satisfied with the humble 
title of general. 3. His next exploit resembled the action 
of a hero of romance rather than of history. He entered 
Sparta, which was neither walled nor lighted, by night, 
and proceeding to the temple of Minerva, hung up a 
buckler there as a memorial of his exploit, and on offering 
to propitiate the favour of that warlike goddess in the war 
which he .had commenced. 4. Two other Messenians, 
imitating the hardihood of their general, rode into the very 
middle of the LacedeemoBian camp, while the soldiers were 
celebrating the festival of Cas'tor and Pollux, The beauty 
of their persons, the richness of their dress, the fiery steeds 
on which they were mounted, made the superstitious crowd 
believe that their heavenly protectors had come in person 
to grace the festival with their presence. But they were 
soon fatally undeceived, when the young heroes, couching 
their lances, charged the astonished multitude, and having 
sjain an immense number, returned to their countrymen 
triumphant and uninjured. 

5. These exploits, and others of a similar kind, so ter- 
rified the SpEutans, that they sent to consult the oracle of 
Apollo. The reapoTise of the Pythia was, that Spar- 
tans would be successful only under th^ command of on 
Athenian general. Nothing could have been more mortify- 
ing to the Spartan pride; both on account of the old 
hostility between the Boric and Ionic race ; and the jea- 
lousy with which they viewed the supremacy of the Attic 
repub^ in northern Greece. 7. The Athenians were 
unwilling to disobey the precept of th^ god, 

f 
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time they felt b generous sympathy in the efforts 
of a brave people, struggling for freedom, and were be- 
sides not on the best possible terms with the Spartans, 
They therefore sent T)rrtBe'ua whom tradition describes 
as a lame schoolmaster and poet, selecting him as the 
least likely person to prove a good general. - But though 
Tyrtee^us did not possess qualiheations to make him shine 
in the field, he was not the less an useful acquisition to the 
Spsu'tana. His '«6ongs and orations roused the drooping 
Spirits of the people, and enabled them to bear their mis- 
fortunes with courage. 

8. The heroic spirit of Aristom'enes enabled him to 
contend against the oracle and the new couragd that it 
had infused into the breast of his enemies. Thre^ times 
he defeated them iu successive engagements, and as often 
merited the Hecatompho'nia, a sacrifice due to those who 
had killed one hundred enemies in battle He was adored 
by his soldiers for his successful daring, and beloved by 
all for the affectionate kindness of his manners. Even 
the Spartans could not avoid respecting him, for he treated 
hifl prisoners with lenity, and was always particularly 
anxious to protect females from military violence. 9. This 
latter trait in his character was once the occasion of saving 
llifl life. Aristom^enes with his followers made a sudden 
attack on Egi^la, and put the male inhabitants to flight ; 
the women, however, trained according to the laws t>f Ly- 
cuegua in martial exercises, made an unexpected attack 
om. the assailants, threw them into remedilaiB confusion, 
took many prisoners, among whom was Aristorn'enes. 
A young priestess, whom on a former occasion the young 
Mesfle^niaA had rescued from a licentioiiA sc^itr, now 


* The student of English history will not fail to perceive the great 
einilftrity that exists between the character and ft>rtixM of ArletouMnea 
an4 WUllun WaUace,^ the hero of Sootland; the advonUuei of both 
haao ffis^festly been exaggerated, and their romanfle hiftories contain 
SMSi dfetbm than truth. 


r 
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irepedd the kindness of her benefactor, and restored him, 
during the night, to life and freedom. 

10. Three years of continued success on the part of the 
Messe'nians had again reduced the Spartans to despair, 
when they were roused by the songs of Tyrtaeus to make 
one more efe^. Knowing that the Lacedsemoaiana were 
more anxious, even than the other Greeks, about the rites 
ci sepulture, he advised each soldier before he entered the 
battle, to inscribe his name on his right anaf, that his body, 
if he fell, might be recognized by his friends. This simple 
expedient produced the most astonishing effects ; the Spar- 
tans, sure at all events of an honourable grave, despised 
death, and were eager to march against foes whom they 
had hitherto dreaded. 

11. But the Spartans did not trust to their courage 
alone; though the people were poor, the pubhc treasury 
was rich, and they bribed the leader of the Arca'dian 
auxiliaries, king Aristoc'rates, to desert his post in the 
beginning of the engagement. Aristom'enes had drawn 
up his forces near a place named the Great Ditch, from 
whence this is usually called the battle of the Trenches, 
and had taken such precautions as the importance of a 
fight that was to decide the fate of his country d eman ded. 
But treachery rendered skiU and valour equally useless ; at 
the sound of the first trumpet, Aristoc'rates marched off at 
the head of his Arcadians, without striking a blow, leaving 
the fiank of his allies exposed to the Spartans, who assailed 
the astonished Messe'nians with irresistible fury. The frto 
of the day was not doubtful for a single instant, and yet 
the Spartans obtained a hard-won victory. The gallant 
defenders their country kept their ranks unbroken ta 
the last, am^ the remnant were conducted by Aristom'enea 
in good order from the field. 

12. This victory gave the invaders possefisioii of ill tha 
level parts of Messe^nia. Aristom'^enes retired to the moun- 
tains, aQd there maintained a gMerilla warfare^ from which 

F 2 
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the enemy eufiered severely. Making the mountain-castle 
of Ei^ra his head- quarters, he sallied out on the enemy 
when least expected, and at points where they never 
dreamed of meeting a foe. He laid waste the lands of 
Laco'nia, attacked the villages, and kept the whole country 
in alarm. 13, Frequent success inspired him with a confi- 
dence which had nearly proved fatal. He delayed too long 
in one of his expeditions, was overtaken by the Spartan army, 
made prisoner ^ after a desperate resistance, and with his 
companions sentenced to death. They were ordered to be 
precipitated alive into the Ce'ada, a precipitous cavern 
used for the punishment of the worst criminals. All the 
companions of Aristom'enes were killed by the fall; he 
escaped by a singular combination of circumstances, which, 
though natural enough in themselv^^ exceed the wildest 
fictions of romance in their strange interest. As a com- 
pliment to his valour, he was allowed to retain his shield ; 
its boss striking against the sides of the cave broke the 
violence of the fall, and he tumbled alive on the dead bodies 
of his companions. In this cave of horrors he remained 
for two days, when he saw a fox devouring the carcasses ; 
he grasped the animal’s tail, and was dragged to an aper- 
ture, whence he could discern a twinkling of li^h^ With 
much difficulty he worked his way out, and was received at 
£i^ra as one risen from the dead. 

14. The Spartans could not credit the news of their vic- 
t jjn ’a escape until several new and daring exploits con' 
vinced them that Aristom'enes was yet alive. They re- 
solved to make fresh exertions to terminate a war which had 
been bo long protracted, and from which they had suffered 
BO severely. With a numerous army they bloclmd up the 
mountain passes, and Aristom'enes was|)ijt length shut up 
and closely besieged in his last retreat. 

1 5 . Ei'ra, the last fortress of the Messe'niflUB, was preserved 
lor deven years by' the vigorous and persevering efforts of 
thip iiagle man. At length p Spartan desmi^r having 
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accidentally learned that a violent Btorm had forced the 
Messe^nianB to abandon some of their posts, resolved to 
purchase his pardon by conveying the news to his coun- 
trymen. Notwithstanding the slipperiness of the steep 
ascent, the Spartans by the direction of this double-eyed 
traitor, mounted the unguarded citadel, and obtained pos- 
session of all the principal posts before the Messe'nians 
became sensible of their danger. 16. When the morning 
appeared, they saw the impossibility of ahy other Eissist- 
ance than what might be derived from despair. They de- 
termined at every hazard to attack and penetrate the Sp£ir- 
tan battalions. Even the women Eirmed themselves with 
tdes, with stones, and every weapon that presented itself to 
their fury. 17. The combat lasted for three days, though 
the Spartans continually relieved their forces by fresh 
troops, while the Messe'nians had to combat cold, sleep, 
fatigue, and hunger, in addition to the enemy. Aristom^eneS 
saw that it was impossible to avert the fate of EiVa, and pre- 
pared to force his way through the midst of the enemy. (B.C, 
67 1 .) He drew up his shattered forces in a square column, 
placing the women and children in the centre; and as- 
suming the command of the van, advanced with presented 
spears agaii^t the Spartan lines. The Spartans, as directed 
by Hecatse'iis the diviner, opened their ranks and allowed 
them to pass unhurt, judiciously avoiding to irritate theii 
despair. The Messe^nians abandoned their city, and in 
mournful silence marched toward Arca'dia. 18. When 
the Arca'dians heard of the capture of Ei'ra, they tra- 
velled in great numbers towards the frontier of their king- 
dom, carrying with them victuals, clothing, and all things 
necessary tD the r^ef of the unfortunate fugitives ; whom 
having met at mdibt Lyese'a, they invited into their 
offered to divide with them their lahds, and give diem their 
daughters in marriage^ 

19. Ihe friendship of me Arca^diaus suggested to Aris- 
tom^cnes an attempt, whos^ boldnesB little correspeia^^ 
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with the deprcBRon of his fortunes. As the greater part 
of the enemy’s forces still lay at Ei'ra, he determined with 
his little band to make a sudden attack on Sparta itself ; 
bdieving that an unfortified city would easily yield to the 
tsudden end unexpected attack of his valiant followers, 
20. This enterprise was disconcerted by a second act of 
treacbery on tbe part of Ari&toc'rates, the Arcadian king, 
who delayed the Messe'niaiia, under the •jpretence of unfa- 
vourable omens, and in the mean time dispatched a mes- 
senger to Sparta, informing its sovereign of the approaching 
danger. 21. The messenger was intercepted on his return, 
and tbe indignant Arca'dians stoned to death the traitor 
that disgraced the name of king. The Meese^nians took 
no share in this act of substantial justice. They stood 
observing the countenance of Aristcan'enes, whose looks 
cipressed grief rather than resentment. He, indeed, is 
hoiKmrably distinguished above all the other heroes of 
antiquity, by never having yielded to the dictates of re- 
vengeful feelings. He had refused to retaliate on the 
Spartan prisoners the cruelties practised on the 
nians ; and now that his dearest hopes were bitted for 
ever, he refused to raise a hand against the trait|||W^ l&ad 
erased his ruin. 

22. The aged and mfirm Messenians remained in Ar- 
ea'dia, ^ere they continued to be treated with the most 
generous hospitality. The young and vigorous being joined 
by others of their countrymen, determined to preserve their 
mdependenoe in a foreign land. Aristom'enes recom- 
meaded them to settle in some distant colony, but refused 
to aooovpany them in their exile. WhUe they yet delibe- 
rated on the cboioe of a country, a mestfUigur arrived from 
then governed by Anax'ilw, i prince descenfed 
frofA the Mesee^niaii ttmily, invitiiig the mdles to seek 
an Eisylum in his dominions. 23. When <hey arrmjd at 
Rhe'gium, Ainx^iks informed them thAt li^ eul^ts were 
mitftefxtly harmed %y tbe piraticBl ttttacto df the Zan- 
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cle/snS; an i^lolian colony, on the opposite side of the Sici- 
lian Strait. The capture of Zancl6, he observed, would 
relieve his subjects from the depredations to which they 
were exposed, and would enable the Messe'nians to estab- 
lish themselves in the most deFightful and advantageous 
spot on the whole Sicilian coast. The proposal was eagerly 
embraced, and the Zancle'ans, before they had time to 
make any preparation, found themselves vigorously be- 
sieged by sea and land. After an inefiectual resktanoe 
they deserted tbeir walls, and fled to the flanctuary of their 
temples. 24. The Rhe^gians were inclined to put them 
all to the sword, but the Messe'nians, by suffering persecu- 
tion, had learned mercy ; they offered their friendship to 
the citizens, and the Zancle'ans, thus delivered from tie 
perils of the sword and servitude, the usual penalties of 
unsuccessful war, promised eternal gratitude to their ge- 
nerous protectors. The victors and the vanquished oo- 
alesced into one people, and the name of Zancl4 was changed 
to Messe'ne; a name which may still be recognised in the 
present city of Messi'na after the lapse of nearly twenb^-six 
centuries. 

25.^ Aiostom'enes passed over into Asia, probably with 
the hepe’ of exciting the Lydian monarch to undertake 
some enterprise, which might finally be of benefit to 
Messe'ne. He was every where received with the greatest 
respect, and the king of Ilys^sus, in the isleind of Rhodjw, 
having been ordered by an oracle to marry the daughter of 
the most illustrious Greek, unhesitatingly chose the 
daughter of Aristom'enes. But upon his arrival at Sardk, 
he was seized with a distemper which put an end to his 
life. Other lexers recorded in Grecian history hasvG 
defended the independence of their country with, more 
success,’ but none with greats*' zeal and ability : other 
names have been more celebrated, but none better merited 
glory, since he united, in a pre-eminent degree, the virtues 
of a citizen to the courage of a soldier, and was equafly 
F 4 
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(^tingiii&hed by the vigour of his intellect, and the purity 
of his heart. 

26. The subjugation of the Messe^nianB made Sparta 
decidedly the first state in Southern Greece ; other wars 
followed with the Argives and Arca'dians, but were not 
attended with any important consequences ; except, that 
the island of Cythe'ra was wrested from the Argives, and 
annexed to the territories of Laconia : (B.C. 550.) an im- 
portant acquisition, which enabled the Spartans to become 
partially a naval power. 


Questions, 

1. Who was the leader of the insurgents in the second Messe'nian war ? 

2. Where did the two armies come to an engagement ? 

3. What was the next exploit of Aristom'enes ? 

4. Were any other Messe^nians equally daring? 

0. What answer did the Spartans receive from the Delphic or&cle f 
6 . Why was this direction mortifying to their pride ? 

7* Whom did the Athenians send as general 7 

8. How did Aristont^enes conduct himself during the war ? 

9. From what danger was Aristom'enes rescued by the gratitude of 

a Spartan woman 7 

10. How did Tyrteeus induce the Spartans to continue the war ? 

11. By whose treachery did the Spartans prevail ? 

12. Whither did Aiistom'enes retire ? 

13. In what extraordinary manner didlie escape from imminent danger ? 
ir; How did the Spartans act when they heard oT the escape of Aris- 

tom'enes ? 

15. By what means was thu|cspture of Eii^ finally effected 7 

16. Did the Messe'nians maSe any resistance ? 

17 . How did Aristom^enes act in this crisis ? 

*18. Did any people showlundnesB to the Messe^nlanB ? 

16. What daring exploit did Aristom'enes next meditate t 

20. How was he disappointed 7 '' 

21. Did the traitor escape with impunity 1 

22. From whom did the Messe'nians receive an offer of an asylum ? 

23. What enterprise did the exiles undertake ? 

24. How did they prove that thair hearts were not hardened;by mil* 

fortunes 7 ^ 

25. W^at became of Aristom^ene 

26. Did the Spartans make an yj^ tcr acquisition after the oonqueit of 

Meviene f 
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CHAPTER HI. 

Of the Government of Athens ^ the Laws oj Solon^ and' 
the History of the Republic from the time of Solon to 
the Commencement of the Persian War. 


SECTION I. 


Dissembled bate and rancour raged at will, 

Each aa they pleased took liberty to kill ; 

And while revenge no longer fear'd the laws, 

• Each private murder was the public cause. 

Rowe. 


1 Eupatrldee, i. persona desceoded 4. Sacrilege, a. violation of a aacred 
from a noble family. place. 

S Predominance, f. superior povrer, 8. Convoked, part, called together. 


1. We have alreacly meutioned the changes that toot place 
in the Athenian constitution after the death of Codrus. 
The abolition of royalty was at fir^ an injury rather than 
a service to the cause of popular freedom ; for in Athens, 
as in Rome, the supreme power was seized by a haughty 
aristocracy that permitted no person, however distinguished, 
to hold any official situation, unless a member of their ow^ 
body. But the cEu-ly and rapid diffusion of wealth and 
intelligence among the Athenian people made the dominion 
of the Eupafrid^E there more ^psecure than that of the pa- 
tricians at Rome ; and besides julpusies arose between the 
nobles themselves, which for popular 

support, and 4huB raised the^fflleqflKice of the people in 
the state, p. The npe archons^kfad the court of Areop'- 
aguB poBbessed all the legislative and executive autHcMOtr 
w 5 
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it Athens; they 'were invariably selected from the Eupa- 
tridae, and before the time of Solon there does not appear 
to have been any appeal from their authority. The year 
was named after the first Archon, whence he was called 
Epon'ymus, but oftener emphatically the Archon. The 
second had thfe title of king h and discharged the duties 
of high-priest. The third was named Pol'emarch, and to 
him warlike affairs were entrusted. The remaining six 
were called Thesmoth'etae, and their business was to pre- 
pare all laws that were to be proposed in the as^mblies of 
the people. 

3. The Alcmseon'idae, descjended from Alcmaeon, the last 
perpetual Archon, and through him from Codrus, were, 
both by their family and riches, far the most powerful of 
the Athenian Eupat^ridae. Cy'lon, a young nobleman of 
great ambition and power, was unwilling to brook the pre- 
dominance of that house, and, aided by his relatives and 
clients, he seized on the citadel of Athens. 4. An outcry 
was raised, that he wished to become a tyrant — a name 
given by the Greeks to those who had by violence; made 
themselves the masters of a free state. Meg'acles, the 
kaad of the Alcmseon'idse, who was then chief Archon, im- 
Biediately assembled his forces, and closely blockaded the 
inanrgents. Cylon and his followers were soon reduced to 
great distress ; the lef^der^eflcaped, and the others fled for 
safety to the altars, Ji^csed by the promise of life to 
quit their sanctuaiies, they were all tfnserably butchered ; 
tat such ap. impression was produced cn the minds of the 
AtiienianB by this met of perfidy and impiety, thtft all con- 
cet^ed in it were banished. They returned, fedeed, but 
thongh many of their desoendents were dbrtingaished for 
their dlilities and integrity, yet they were constantly em- 

^ BtnriXtvc. fio^h hi Rome there certdn solemn 

sacrifices which jicine but a Idw'could offer ; hence, after the expulsion 
tjjt Che Tarquins, the Romans ^ected a priest, to whom Aey gave the 
tta^ilex SaoHBcidiia. 
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barmsed whenever their opponents demanded that they 
should be expelled, as the offspring of those who had com- 
mitted sacrilege, 

5. The disorders arising from this, and many similar 
commotions, induced the Athenians to elect Dra'co as their 
legislator, deeming that a fixed code of Uws would be the 
best security against the oppression of the nobles, and the 
sedition of the people. (B.C. 624.) Drawee was a^ mtui 
•of imblemished integrity, great talent, and highly culti- 
vated mind, but he was deficient in political experience^ 
and wanted that knowledge, the most important to a states- 
man — the knowledge of human nature. 6. He prepared 
a code of laws, so absurdly severe, that they could not 
be put into execution ; the consequence was, that criminkb 
enjoyed perfect impunity, and the disorders of the state 
became worse than ever. Dra'co's laws were said to he 
written, not with ink, but blood ; his own remark is fully 
sufficient to' show how unfit he was for the office that he 
had undertaken, — '' Small crimes,* ** said he, deserve death, 
and I know of no heavier punishment for greater.** 

7. Though the Doric invasion of Attica had failed when 
the Heraclei^dse retreated after the death of Codrus, a por- 
tion of the Dorians had seized on the territories of Megaris, 
a narrow district north of the Peloponnesus, and retained 
it in spite of every exertion made ,40 expel them by their 
Ionic 1 neighboura. They no^^lodk advantage of the dis- 
sensions in Attica to make themselves masters of Nisse'a, a 
valuable eea-port on the Saronic Gulf ^ ; and at the same 
time Bal^amis threw off the yoke of Athens and asserted 
its independence. Several unsuccessful expeditions were 
undertaken to reduce the island to obedienee, imtil at 
length a law was passed prohibiting any Atheinaii, under 


* We have already mentioned, lie Atfaenians wer^ of the Ionic 
race. Tlieir territoriaa were eome&fie called Ionia, even at a iatt 
period of their history. 

^ See 
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pain of death, from proposing any new attempt against 
Salamis. 

8. There was then in Athens a young man, a native of 
the idand, but descended from Codnis, the last Athenian 
king, who perceived that the people were sorry for the 
hasty law which they had passed, but that no one had 
courage to propose its repeal. Solon, for that was his 
name, had been hitherto remarkable only for his love of 
literature, and his successful cultivation of poetry ; quali- 
ties which, though valuable in themselves, did not confer 
on hiiTi any political importance. He therefore had re- 
course to stratagem. Having spread a report that he had 
been seized with a fit of insanity, he appeared one morning 
in the market-place clad in a strange dress, and by his 
frantic gestures soon collected a large crowd ; as soon as 
his audience appeared sufficiently numerous, he recited to 
them a poem on the loss of Salamis, so affecting, that the 
whole ^pultitude Ifirst into tears. An assembly of the 
people was instantly convoked, the law was repealed, a new 
expedition, under the command of Solon, decreed by ac- 
clamation, and in a ver)' few days Sdamis wte again 
reduced to obedience. 

8- But this brilliant success could not remedy the internal 
evils of the state, distracted by the disputes of factions* 
■nd by the tyranny of the nobles,- who had usurped 
the entire power of the state. (B. C. 594.) At length 
the eyes of all were turned on Solof* who had become 
difldngoished as much for his political wisdom, as he had 
been for his bravery at Salamis. On his return from his 
travels in Egypt and Asia, then the couit^es nlost remark- 
able for their advancement in knowledge and civilization, 
he was appointed Chief Archon ^ with full power to pre- 

^ Solon one of the Bereiij|dS0 of Greece. The othera werci 
Thalea the Mile'sian, Chile > orYrfkced^'moii, Pit^tsciu of MUylehe, 
PfiiUa^der of Corinth, and Biai and Cleobsliu, whose birth-places are 
■Ipprtalii. One day, at the court of Perian'dcr, a question was pro- 
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pare a code of laws that might reform all the abuses of the 
state. 

10. His political system was, as he himself declared, not 
the best that could be formed, but the best that Athens was 
capable of receiving ; still his civil and criminal codes -were 
so ably formed, that the Romaics made them the beisis of 
their legislation, and from thence they have been transferred 
into all the judicial systems of modem Europe. 

11. His first step was in favour of the poor, who had 
been grievously oppressed by the rich ; it was difficult for 
a poor freeman to ^am his subsistence, where the labour 
was principally performed by slaves ; hence the poor were 
deeply in debt, and at Athens, insolvent debtors, together 
with their wives and children, might be reduced into sla- 
very, unless they could find other means of satisfying their 


posed, Which was the most perfect popular government? That, said, 
J3iBS, where the laws have no superior. That, said Thales, i^ere the 
people are neither too rich nor too poor. That, said Anachar^sis the 
Scythian, where virtue is honoured, and vice detested. That, sud 
Pit'tacus, where dignities are always conferred upon the virtuous, and 
never upoa the base. That, said Cleobu'lus, where the citizens fear 
blame more than punishment. That, said Chib, where the laws are 
more regarded than the orators. But Solon’s opinion seems to be best 
founded, who said — where an injury done to the meanest subject is an 
insult upon the whole community. 

Nor must we omit his celebrated interview with Croe'sus, king of 
Ly'dia. That monarch, who was reputed the richest prince of his 
time, having displayed before ^im his immense wealth and treasures, 
asked whether he did not think him the hippiest of mankind? No, 
replied Solon ; J know oj^e man more l^ppy, a poor peasant of Greece, 
who being neither in affluence nor poverty, has but few wants, and has 
learned to supply those few by his own labour. But at least, said the 
vain monarch, do you not think me happy ? AIbhS ! cried Solon, what 
man can be pronounced happy before he dies ? The sagacity of Solon’s 
replies appeared In the sequel. The kingdom of Ly'dia was invaded by 
Cyrus, the empire destroyed, and CrQe*Bus himself t^en prisoner. When 
he was led out to execution, according to the barbarous manners of the 
times, he then recollected the maxims of Solon, and could not help cry- 
ing out, when on the scaffold, upon Solon’s name. Cyrus, hearing him 
repeat this with great earnestness, was desirous of knowing the reason; 
and being informed by Cnesus of thajc'^^ilosopher’s remarkable obser- 
vation, be began to fear for himself, pardoned Croesus, and took him for 
the future into his confidence and friendship. Thus Solon had the merit 
of swing one king’s life, and of reforming another. 
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creditoTB. He lowered the rate of intereBt, and took away 
all power over the person of a debtor, but as a compensation 
to the creditors, he raised the value of money, and by that 
means increased their riches. 

12. His next step was to repeal all the laws of Draco, 
except those against murder. He then proceeded to the 
regulation of offices, employments, and ma^stracies, aU 
which he left in the hands of the rich. 

13. He divided the rich citizens into three classes, rang- 
ing them according to their incomes. Those that had five 
hundred measures yearly, as well in com as in liquids, were 
placed in the first rank ; those that had three hundred were 
placed in the second ; and those that had but two hundred 
made ttp the third. 14. All the rest of the citizens, whose 
incomes fell short of two hundred measures, were comprised 
in the fourth and last class, and were considered as incapa- 
lifie of holding any employment whatever in the state, 15. 
But, to compensate for this exclusion, he gave every private 
citizen a right to vote in the great Eissembly of the people. 
And, this, indeed, was a right of the most important na- 
ture ; for by the law of Athens it ifas permitted^ after 
the decision of the magistrates, to appeal to the general s&~ 
cembly of the people; and thus, in time, all causes 'of 
w^ht and consequence came before the wliole bpdy of the 
•i^tizens. 

16. To counteract, however, the influence of a popular 
afisembly, Solon gave glfeater weight ho the court of Areop^- 
agufi, and also instituted another council, consisting of four 
hundred ^ Their duty was to take cognizance of all 
mattm about to be proposed in the public asBembly of 
theyeople, and not to permit any law to be propounded 
whicdi did not appear to them, on mature fielibQf||rtion, con- 

^ Thie council was the senate^which conflifted of one hundred from 
each tribe Tt waa increued tdl^^iPiUBdred iilhfn the trihei were 
augmented to ten ; and ^en the imn^r of tribee wm twelve, the ae- 
nate consiited of bIx hundred memberB. Their prenidents were called 
Fryt'ancB. ^ 
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ducive to tne public good. To them was also entrusted 
the examination of the magistrates’ accounts, and the ma-^ 
nagement of the funds destined for the maintenance of those 
who were supported at the public expense. Finally, they 
had a general power of directing every thing in the public 
administration, for which provision had not been otherwise 
made by law. 17. Before his time the Areop'agus was 
composed of such citizens as were most remarkable for 
their probity and wisdom. But Solon now ordained, that 
none should be admitted into it, but such as had filled the 
office of Archon. 18. By this means the dignity, and con- 
flequently the authority, of the court was greatly increased : 
and such was its reputation for integrity and discernment, 
that the foreign states sometimes referred causes, which 
were too intricate for their own decision, to the determina- 
tion of this tribunal. 

19. The court of Areop'agus had supreme control over 

the religion and morals of the state. The introduction of 
new deities, the regulation of public worship, and the edu- 
cation of youth, wpre objects of their peculiar care. Their 
duties, though not of such great political importance as 
those of the council of the four hundred, were of greater 
dignityi and therefore the Areop'agus were usually called 
the Upppr Cou^l. ♦ 

20. Such was the reformation in the general plan of 
government ; his particular laws for the administration of 
justice were more numerous, aJiL equally judicious. To 
promote a spirit of patriotism, and prevent all selfish ia- 
dififerenoe about the concerns of the republic, he ordained 
that whoever in public dissensions espoused neither party, 
but remained neuter, should he declared infamoq^i^oa- 
demned ^ perpetual exile, and to have ah his estates con- 
fiscated. 21. From a similai* motive he permitted any 
person to esppitae the xfffoFKiA of one that welb ii^ured or 
insulted. He aboHshed the cuatom of giving TtMoriage- 
portions with young women, unless they wjtt only children. 
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He wished to render matrimony an honourable connexion, 
and not as it had too often been, and etUI continues to be, 
a mere matter of traffic. 22. He allowed every one that 
waa childless to dispose of his wealth as he pleased, and 
thus the natural dependence of the young upon the old 
was strengthened and increased. He lessened the rewards 
of the victors at the Olym'pic and Isth''mian games, whom 
he considered as a useless, and often a dangerous, set of 
:itizens, and bestowed the money thus saved upon the 
widows and children of those who had fallen in the service 
of their country. 

23. To encourage industry, he empowered the Areop- 
agus to inquire into every man's method of procuring a 
hvelihood, and to punish such as had no visible way of 
doing so. 24. With the like view, he ordained that a son 
should not be obliged to support his father^ old age or 
necessity, if the latter had neglected to give him some 
trade or calling ; and all illegitimate children were ex- 
empted from the same duty, as they owed nothiug to their 
parents but the stigma of their birth. 25. No one was 
allowed to speak ill of the dead, or to revile anoth^ in pub- 
hc ; the magistrates were obliged to be particularly cir- 
cumspect in their behaviour ; and it was even death for an 
Archon to be seen intoxicated.^ 26. Against the crime ot 
parricide he made no law, as supposing it could never 
exist in any society. To preserve the sanctity of the mar- 
riage state, he permitted any one to kill an adulterer, if 
positive proof existed of his criminality; and though he 
allowed of public brothels, he branded both the women 
and men who frequented them with an indelible mark of 
disgrace. 


^ Questions, 

1. Did tlie cau^e of popular liberty gain by the abolkioii of royalty at 

Athens ? 

2. Who at first possessed the supreme power f 

3. Did any popular leader rebel against the noUttf 

4 Wbet becaiMlIil Cylon and hit fellowera ? ^ 
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6. Who was the first Athenian legislator ? 

6. What was the character of Draco’s laws? 

7. What misfortunes did the Athenians suffer in consequence of their 

dissensions ? 

6. By whom were the people roused to recover Salamls ? 

9. To what high office was Solon raised ? 

10. What was the character of his laws? 

11. What was his first step 1 

12. What was his next step ? 

13. How did he divide the Wealthy citizens 2 

14. How were the rest of the people classed 7 

16. What compensation was made for this exclusion f 
16. How did Solon adjust the balance of power 7 
]7< Of whom was the Areop'agus composed? 

IB. What was the consequence of this measure 7 

19. What was the business of the four hundred? 

20. What further regulations did he enforce ? 

21. Mention a few others 7 

22. By what means did he increase the dependence of the young on the 

old, and provide for the widow and the orphan 7 

23. How did he encourage industry 7 

24. In what cases were children exempt from the duty of assisting ■ 

parent in^ecessity 7 

25. How did hlfreserve public decorum 7 

26. What was the punishmant of parricide and incontinence 7 


SECTION IL 
First Sacred War. 


Now bid the heralds sound the loud alarms, 

And call the squadron sheathed in brazen arms ; 

Now seize the occasion, now the tfoops survey. 

And lead to war when Heaven directs the way. Houer. 


i. Deputation, i, n embasiy. 

4. Cos, I. an liland In the A^ean leo. 

£. Hereditary, «^. derived by b son 
from Uii father. 

9. Coitlolntly, Qdv. united togeth*ir. 


10. Oligarchy, t. a government In whkl 
the supreme power Is posiMiad 
by a few. 

18. Partliani, t. firm lupporten. 


1 . Soon afterw^talslifilinient of Solon’s Uwb at Atlieiu, n 
reli^ouB war WPc out in Pho^ciB, whidi eyentiiBll3r pro- 
dnced the most^Ul conflequences to the predan 
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italea. Hie territory of Cris'sa, situated on the gulf 
fiometimfifi ’called after its name, though only twenty-four 
miles in length, and fourteen in breadth, contained three 
powerful cities ; Cris'sa the capital, Ci/rha on the western, 
and Anticir'rha on the eastern side of a creek in the Corin- 
thian gulf, all excellent harbours, and surrounded by fertile 
fields. Enjoying such advantages, the Crisse'ans soon 
became a rich and flourishing community ; their ports were 
crowded with the merchant- ships, not only of Greece, but 
also of Africa, Italy, and Eicily ; and the neighbourhood 
of Delphi, the easiest road to which lay through their 
territories, brought crowds of pilgrims thither from every 
quarter. But they did not know how to make a judicious 
use of their blessings ; they began to impose duties 

on the importation of merchandize, and to Ic^ a vexatious 
tax on the pilgrims. Remonstrances were m||nin made by 
the sufferers and by the managers of the Delphic oracle, 
who justly dreaded that the continuance of such exactions 
would deter pilgrims from visiting the holy shrine. 2. The 
Crisse'ans not only continued then* extortion, but resolved 
to seize on the treasures that had been consecrated to 
Apollo. Accordingly they marched against Delphi, which 
was totally unprepared for resistance, captured the city, 
and enriched themselves with the plunder of the temple. 
Not contented with this impiety, they fell on the worship- 
pers of the deity assembled in the sacred ^ove, and in- 
flicted on them every injury that lust and cruelty could 
dictate. A sacred deputation of the Amphic^tyons, who 
attempted to check their outrages, was ioroed to fly, tuid 
thus alone escaped from being murdered by Jhe ieroeiDUS 
plunderers. 

3. Such a sacrilege excited universal detestation through- 
out Greece ; but there was some reason to dread that the 
jediriBy of like sev^nl atstes WpoM preveat their 
mum in inflietiaig puxnMuaeat. Use eownl of the Am- 
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phic/tyons remained undecided and irresolute, u^itil Solon, 
the Athenian deputy to the assembly, roused them to assert 
their own dimity, and avenge the insult that had been 
offeied to their national temple. 

4. Hie lands of Cris'sa were laid waste by the Amphic- 
tyonic forces, but the strength of the city walls defied the 
utmost efforts of the invaders. At length, in the ninth 
year of the war, a pestilence broke out in the camp, and 
the Amphic'tyons, almost ready to resign the enterprise in 
despair, sent to consult the oracle at Delphi. The answer 
returned was, that they should send to Cos for the fawn of 
gold. 5. The obscurity of this response did not prevent 
the Amphic'tyons from sending a deputation to the island. 
When the ambassadors had stated their business in the 
Co'an assen^bly, one of its members rose and declared, "I 
am the faWa intended by the god (his name was Nel/ros, 
which in Greek signifies a fawn), and my son Chry^os (the 
name of gold in the same language) has borne away the 
prize from all his competitors in manly exercises.” The 
tieputies immediately hailed Chry'sos as the general selected 
by Apollo, and ns medicine was the hereditary profession 
of the family of Neliros S they could scarcely have made a 
better choice. 

€. Chry'sos was placed at the head of the besieging 
army ; by his judicioiis regulations health was restored in 
the camp, but previous sufferings had so ffiminished the 
number of the Amphictyon/ic soldiers, that they scarcely 
outnumbered the garrison, and therefore the conquest ol 
Cris'sa seemed ns for off as ever. But an accidental “ cir- 
cumstance having revealed to Chry'sos the situation of Ihe 

' JEscula'fjius was said to have been the founder of the faniily ; the 
celebrated physician Hippo'crates was one of its descendants. 

J Th£ horse of Eurylocbus, the commander before Ohryso^iWas nid 
Btaqiped on the spot several days successivejj j^ AnduFtluB was 
looked on as a revefttlon from Apollo of tfie means uy whidh"<hina 
might be taken. It is scarcely necessary to state, that most, if nui nU, 
of the circumstances here related belong to romance rather than hl^ory ; 
Bupersthion naturally corrupted the traditionary accounts of a sacred var, 
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wooden pipe by which water was conveyed into the to'^, 
he poisoned the spring, and the garrison in consequence 
began to decline daily. At length Cris'sa was captured by 
assault, the males were put to the sword, the women and 
children sold into slavery ; and the property of the city 
consecrated to Apollo. 

7, But the vengeance of the offended deity was still 
unsatisfied ; many of the most sacrilegious had taken re- 
fuge in Cir^rha, and until that city had been destroyed, it 
appeared that the atonement would be incomplete. Cir'rha, 
however, seemed likely to make as desperate a defence as 
Cris^sa, and again a deputation was sent to consult the 
oracle. The response in this case was still more extraor- 
dinary than in the preceding ; it was declared that " the 
Amphic'tyons could not succeed until the wives of the sea 
washed the sacred precincts of Delphi.** While the other 
deputies were totally at a loss to discover how the sea 
could be brought over the Parnassian mountains to the 
holy land, Solon proposed an expedient which was im- 
mediately adopted. This was to consecrate the entire of 
the Crisse^an territory to Apollo, and since they could not 
bring the sea to the sacred boundaries, to take the reverse 
order of proceeding, and extend the sacred bounds to th^ 
eea. This ingenious plan -was adopted; the land of Cris^sa 
was consecrated With all the usual ceremimies, and the be- 
Biegers, now%mvinced of the favour of the gods, renewed 
their efforts with so much vigoih*, that Cir^rka soon shared 
the fate of the capital. 

S, The lands of the Criss'eans being devoted to the 
gods, could not, without impi^, be cultivated. Hiey 
long remained desolate, untU in a later age the FhoY'ians, 
whom proximity to the temple seems to have deprived of 
reverence for his sanctity, took possession of the devoted 
ral, and thus provoked the second aaoaed w•r^ 9. lie 


] See Cbapter XII, 
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Buccessful termination of this war was celebrated by the 
revival of the Pythian g^mes, in honour of Apollo, which 
had previously fallen into disuse. (B. C. 591.) On this 
occasion, the Amphic'tyons introduced two innovations 
worthy of notice : instead of honorary crowns they gave 
pecuniary prizes from the spoils of Cris^sa ; and they offered 
separate rewards for music and poetry, for which prizes 
had in all former games been given conjointly, 

10. Solon had provided a constitution for Athens, but 
he had not been able to extinguish the factions by which 
the state was agitated ; the hardy inhabitants of the Attic 
mountains were bent on establishing a perfect democracy ; 
the wealthy merchants on the coast wished to set up a 
commercial oligarchy ^ like that of Venice in modern times, 
and the landed proprietors who inhabited the valleys of 
Attica, were anxious to make the government a feudal 
aristocracy, such as prevailed in most parts of Europe 
during the middle ages. The several leaders of these par- 
lies were Peisis'tratus, Meg'acles, and Lycur'gus. Solon's 
laws provided equally for the interests of the three parties, 
and therefore disappointed aU, each being anxious *to have 
an advantage. 

11. Peisis'tratus, the head of the highland or democratic 
party, was far superior to his competitors both in intel- 
lectual and personal qualifications. A '"good general, a 
persuasive orator, and an «ble 6tatesman,||fe possessed 
every requisite for arriving at supremacy in a popular state, 
His great rival, Meg'acles, was at the head of the family 
of the Alcmseon'idse, whose immense wealth constituted 
his chief support ; but as this family was not one of the 
Eupaf rides, having been originally natives of the Pelopon- 
neauB, from whence they were driven by the Heraclei'dse, 
Meg'acles had not such a strong hold on the aristocratie 
fanlion as Lycur'gus^ who united in his party all those 
reverence high birth and ancient nobility. 

12. Before the parties had vet tried their strength in 
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civil war, Solon returned to Athens after a long absence, 
and was in vain solicited by his cousin Feisis'tratus to aid 
him in his ambitious designs. The virtuous legislator in- 
dignantly refused ; and foreseeing that if he remained iq 
Athens he should witness evils which it was not in his 
power to prevent, he went into volimtary exile, where 
he died at an advanced age. 13. In the mean time, 
Peisis'tratus had become absolute master at Athens ; having 
presented himself in the market-place covered with blood, 
he assured the peopl^, and probably with truth, that 
his life hod been attempted by the partuana of the no- 
bilit}’, on account of his affection for the multitude ; he 
therefore entreated that he should be permitted to arm 
a body-guard for hif protection. A decree to that 
effe^ was speedily passed, and PeisisTratus having 
thus obtained the rudiments of an army, soon extended 
the number of his followers to such an amount that 
he waft enabled to assume the sovereignty of his 
country. 

14. It must he remembered that this is the account given 
by the political enemies of Peisis'tratus, amd its accuracy may 
therefore be doubted. It is certain that he made no change 
in the Athenian constitution ; he was supreme in Athens 
only because the party of which he was the leader had 
gained the upper hand, djppftta: Peisis^tratus as 

a ruler merit^very prabe ^ he Wib a great encpurager of 
Jeaming, and during his^ Administration Athene hrst be- 
came a literary city. I}e arranged of Ho'mer 

in tjieir present ordps^^frofn the dfitachediCii^odies sung by 
tl^/fianilermg minstrels, and 1|| create a edtrectltete for 
poetry, ordered ttelt these subihne compo^ons should be 
poblidy read at the scdemn festivals. Though a warm 
friend, he was not a bitter enemy ; wh«a he jetumed in 
triumph to Athens, after having been forced |i||Pf bnnwh* 
ment by the temporary success of the opposfogHotioxu, he 
did not abuse his victory. The Akiafteonlds, indeed, were 
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baiuBhedi but thia appears to have been the work of the 
democracy rather than Peiais'tTatiis ^ 

15. The sons of Pei^tratua, Hippiaa and Hipparchus, 
succeeded to the authority of their father, and for some 
time imitated his bright example. During their adminis- 
tration, Athens first became remarkable for the splendour 
of its public buildings, and for the diligent cultivation of 
the fine arts. They erected Hermce, columns surmounted 
with the head of Mercury, in the streets and squares, £ind 
inscribed on them moral sentences for the instruction of 
die people. The poets, Anac'reon ^ and Simon'ides ", 
were invited to their court, which was, indeed, the resort 
of aU whom learning and genius made illustrious in Greece. 
Their reign, which lasted eighteen years, was justly termed 
'' the golden age of literature.” 

16. But the possession of unlimited power too fre- 

quently leads to its abuse. Hippar'chus, it is said, grossly in- 
sulted the sister of a young Athenian noble, named Hormo'- 
dius ; and he with his friend Aristogei'ton, made a sudden 
attack on the offender, and slew him at ^ .pubUc festival. 
The two friends perished in the tumult that ensued but 
though their conduct had been dictated by personal re- 
sentment, yet as it eventually caused the restoration of 
Athenian freedom, Harmo'diua, and Aristogei^ton were 
celebrated by posM^ ^ patriots. 

17. The Hiur(^ qt hil9 brot^|^ produced a |preat change 

^ The student be surprised at the name tyrant being 

applied to Peisis^ffll^Pv^^ word had mat the same meaning in 
ancient os in The Greeka uud the word tyrant to de- 

signate a person who had acijuired sovereign authority in a free state, 
even though his supremacy was ^lltaiTied by honourable means, and. tbs 
government administtred with justice and mercy;' 

* Anac'reon waa a famous lyric poet of Te'oa, in Ionia. His poeina 
are remarkable for their sweetness and elegance, bat hk life waa 
continued serifu^of drunkenness and debauchery. He was choked with 
a grape-stonti^ the eighty-dfth year of his age. 

* Simond^ was a poet of Cos, celebrated fbr diifl tmA 

beauty of .hfe Ifagioa, e^groais, and dramatic pieces. His epic poema 
were likewise highly esteemed. He obtained a prize for his poetry la 
his eightieth year, and died at the age of ninety. 
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in the character of Hippias ; he became jealous, revengeful, 
and cruel, in short, a tyrant in the worst sense of the word ; 
his person and his government became alike odious ; the 
Alcrnffion'idBe had sufficient influence to have him de- 
nounced by the oracle of Delphi ; (B.C. 510.) and at length 
was expelled by the assistance of the Spartans, after his 
family had with little interruption governed Athens during 
sixty -weight years. 

18. Cleis'thenes, the head of the family of the Alcmae- 
on'idse, began next to take a lead in the aflfairs of Athens. 
He was "ngorously opposed by Isag^oras, the leader of the 
aristocratic faction, and by the entire body of the Eupa~ 
tridast who looked down upon the Alcmaeon^idee as a new 
family. To strengthen himself against such powerful op- 
ponents, Cleis'thenes courted the support of the people, by 
introducing severEil new laws which greatly increased their 
influence in the state. 19. The nobles, indignant at being 
deprived of what they looked on os their hereditary rights, 
entered into secret alliance with the Ijaoedsemonians, and 
at the same time revived the almost forgotten disputes 
about the murder of the followers of Cylon. They in- 
sisted that the descendants of those eng^ed in that sacri- 
lege should be banUbed, anfl the Alcmsdn'ldse, foreseeing 
that such a demand was too much in accordance with the 
spirit of Grecian superstition to be resisted, went into vo- 
exile. 

30. Had the nobles used their victory 'vpth moderation, 
the constitution of Athena would probably have again be- 
come oligarchical, but the violence and cruelty of Isag'oms 
soon provc^ed a new revolution, in which the Alcmseon'idse 
were restored, and their opponents banished. 21. Isag'- 
oras applied lor assistance to the Spartans, and they 
sent an army to invade Ajti'ca on the west, while the Boco'- 
tians and EubceWs attacked it on the north and west. 
22. But Demara'tus, one of the Spartan kings, yrpB averse 
to. the Athenian trar; he opposed Cleom'enes, his brother- 
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bOTereigpi in erery thing, and in consequence of these dis- 
putes, the Spartan army returned home. In the mean 
time the Athenians defeated the Bceo^tians and Kuboe^ans. 
and deprived the latter of a large portion of their terri- 
tories. Under the administration of Cleis^thenefi the go- 
vernment of Athens became a complete democraey, and so 
continued with but little change as long as the ’'city retained 
its independence. 

23. Cleom'enes ever after hated Demara^tns, and taking 
advantage of some suspicious circumstances, he deniecf the 
legitimacy of his rival's birth. It was agreed to leave the 
question to the decision of the Delphic oracle, and the 
priestess, being bribed by Cleom'enes, declared that Dema- 
ra'tus had no right to the Spartan crown ; he was conse- 
quently deposed, and compelled to seek refuge in Persia. 
Cleom'enes soon after died by his own hand, after vainly 
struggling against the stings of remorse for his injustice 
and impiety. He was succeeded by Leonidas. 


Questions, 

1. How did the Cria^eans provoke the general hatred of Greece t 

2. Did they comniltiany other crim^,? 

3. Who roused the Greeks to revenge th^ insuk o^ered to the DelpUc 

shrine 7 

4. What strange answer was given to the Amphictyons by the oracle f 

5. How was this response interpreted 7 

6. By what means did Chrysos take Crissa 7 

7> How was Cirrha involved in the same fate with Crissa? 

8. Did the culdvaticm of the Crissean plain cause another war at a 

later period 7 

9. How was the conclusion of the first sacred war celebrated 7 

10. Into what parties were the Athenians divided 7 

11. What were the characters and pretensions of the leaders of these 

parties 7 

12. What became of Solon 7 

13. How did PeislstrEtus succeed in obtaining supreme power f 

14. In what manner was the government administered 7 
16. How did the ions of Peisistratus behave 7 

16. Why was Hipparchus murdered? 

17 . By whom was Hlppias expelled? 

IB. What political changes did Cleisthencs Introduce Y 

19. How did the nobles punish the family of the Alcizi|BODld» 1 
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30 * DM 4lie Alenwonidtt rehini from bankliment f 

21. To what dangers were the Athenians exposed ? 

22 . What success had the invaders of Attica ? 

23. What thangcs took place in the 3paitan goremment t 


CHAPTER IV. 

From the Expulsion of Hippias to the Death of 
MiUiades, 


SECTION L 

War is honourable 

In those who do their native rights maintain 
In those whose swords an iron barrier are 
Between the lawless spoiler and the weak ; 

But is in those who draw th’ offensive blade 
For added power or gain, sordid and despicable 
As meanest office of the worldly churl 

Jdanna Baillie. 


2. Obnox'louB, a. liable to punishment, 
5. Facirity, s. eaBlness. 

Man'date, i. a command. 
Pererap'tory, a. positive, absolute. 

7, Baffle, o. to confound, to elude. 

B. Col'oniea, i. bodies of people who 
leave their native country, to settle 
in a distant place. 


17. Pave, f. to prepare. 

Mar'itiniB, a. bordering on the sea. 

18. Mlscar'rled, part, failed of success. 

21. Intim'idated, pari, frightened^ ter- 

rified. 

22. Taunt'ingly, ad, ecofllngly, con- 

temptuously. 


1. Though Hip'piaa, upon being driven from the throne, 
was oMiged to abandon hb native country, he did not, 
resign HR hopes of being able some time or other to 
recover his lost jKiwer. 2. He first applied to the Lace- 
drao^niaiis, and that people seemed ecofficiently willing 
to espouse his cause ‘ ; they thought that his restoration 

^ What rcndored ihe Ltcedasmo'Diaiis oBrioua tu etpeuM the cause 
^ the exiled monarch, was ui apprehMuion that Athens would becoiue 
too powerful, if not weakened by tynofiy or dvil ditoensioe. But frje 
otfler states of Greece were equally yeoloui of flpszta, ifrd refused to 
'„1^nffeir'in any mooum that might destroy the balance of ptweE, which 
alone eaavrad tbeir aiility. 
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might the more easily be effected* because Athena was 
at this time thro^ into confusion, by the introduction 
of the new mode of voting by ostracism, that is, of 
procuring the banishment of any citizen for ten years, 
whose wealth or popularity rendered him dangerous to the 
state, by allowing every one above sixty years of age to 
give in the name of the odnoxtous person, written upon a 
tile or oyster-shell ^ 3. Before they undertook, how- 
ever, to assist Hip'pias in reascending the throne, they 
thought it prudent to consult the other states of Pelopon- 
nesus with regard to the propriety of the measure, and 
finding all, but especially the Corinthians, averse to it, 
they abandoned the tyrant and his cause for ever. 

4. Hip'pias, disappointed in his hopes of aid from the 
Lajcedaemo'nians, had recourse to one whom he considered 
as a much more powerful patron, Artapherines, governor 
of Sardis ^ for the king of Persia. 5. To him he re- 
presented the facility with which an entire conquest 
might be made of Athens ; and the Persian court, in- 
fluenced by tl^e prospect of gaining such an addition of 
territory* and particularly such an extent of sea-coast, 
readily adopted the proposal. "When the Athenians, there- 
fore, sent a messenger into Persia to vindicate their pro- 
ceedings with regard to Hip'pias, they received for an- 
swer, **That if they wished to be safe, they must , admit 
Hip^pias for their king.'* But these gallant republicans 
had too ardent a passion for liberty, and too rooted an 

^ A more detailed account of this remarkable mode of punishment 
will probably be acceptable to the reader. It wa^ called by the Greeki 
Ottrakumou, &om a tile. Every one U^ing a tile, on which 

he wrote the name of the person to be banished, carried it to a certain 
part of the market-place, lurrounded with rails for that purpose, in 
which wer« ten gmtea, appointed for the ten tribes, every one of which 
entered at a distinct gate. Alter this, the Ar chons numbered the tOei. 
If they w^e fewer than sU thou&and, the ostracism was void ; if move, 
they laid every Mine by ItaeU^ when he whose name was written by the 
xnigor pxibwaa hanl^ed for ten years. 

* A city of Natolia, in Asiatic Turkey, fonuerly the eapitid til'Ae 
kingdom of Lyd^a. 
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aversion to slavery, patiently to submit to so imperioufl a 
mandate. They therefore returned a peremptory refosal; 
and from that time forward the Athenians and Persians 
began to prepare for commencing hostilities against each 
other. 

6. The gallantry, indeed, of the Athenians upon this 
occasion is the more to be admired, as their numbers and 
resources bore no proportion to those of the prince whom 
they thus set at defiance. The Persian monarch was, at 
that time, the most powerful sovereign in the universe ; 
whereas the small state of Athens did not contain above 
twenty thousand citizens, ten thousand strangers, and 
about fifty or sixty thousand servants. 7. Sparta, which 
afterwards took such a considerable share, and made so 
capital a figure, in the war against Persia, was still more 
inconsiderable with respect to numbers. These did not 
amount to above nine thousand Spartans, and about thirty 
thousand Perioe'ci. Yet these two states, with very little 
assistance from the inferior republics, were able not only 
to resist, but even to baffle and defeat all Ihe attempts or 
the Persian monarch ; a memorable instance of what acts 
of heroism may be performed by men animated by a love oi 
freedom, and inspired with a passion for military glory. 

6. The restoration of Hip'pias was not the only cause 
of quarrel between the Persians and the Athenians. The 
Greek colonies of lo'nia, iEo'lia and Ca'ria ‘, that had 
been settled for above five hundred years in Asia Minor, 
were at length subdued by Croe'sus, king of L/dia *, and 
he in turn sinking under the power of Cy'rus, his con- 
quests, of course, were incorporated with the rest of his 

' These Greek colonies bad emigrated from tHeir parent countries at 
difihrent periods, and under different leaders. £i\joying a fVuitfiil soil 
and most delicious climate, they silently flourished in peace and prospe- 
rity, became eminently skilled in poetry, painting, sculpture, and the 
art of casting brass. They likewise excelled in architecture, as the 
Iktric and Ionic orders, which they inTpnted, sikfflcieDtly evince, See 
Historical Miscellany, Part 1. 

* An ancient kingdom In Asia Minor. 
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dominionB. 9. These colonies, however, had not yet lost 
all memory of the liberty they had formerly enjoyed; and 
they therefore anxiously awaited an opportunity of dehver- 
ing themselves from the Persian yoke, and of recovering 
their ancient independence. 10. In this they were now 
encouraged by Histiee^us, the governor, or tyrant, as he 
was CEiUed, of Mile'tus for all the Persian governors of 
these provinces were by the Greeks called tyrants. (B. C. 
500.) 11. This man having rendered his fidelity sus- 
pected at the Persian court, had no other way of pro- 
viding for his own safety than by exciting the lo'nians to a 
revolt. 12. By his direction, therefore, Aristag'oras, his 
deputy, first applied to the Lacedsemo'nians for assistance, 
but they were unwilling to engage in a war which would 
lead them to a country so distant from their home. 
Failing of success in that quarter, he next had recourse to 
the Athenians, where he met with a more favourable re- 
ception. 13. The Athenians were at this time inflamed 
with the highest resentment against the Persian monarch, 
on account of his haughty mandate with regard to the 
restoration of Hip'pias : they therefore supplied the lo'nians 
with twenty ships, to which the Eret'rians, and some other 
Euboean states, added five more. 

14. Thus supported, Aristag'oras entered the Persian 
territories, and penetrated into the heart of Ly'dia, burnt 
Sardis, the capital city ; but being soon after deserted by 
the Athenians, on account of some checks he received, he 
found himself altogether unable to make head against the 
power of Persia : and though he contrived to maintain the 
struggle for the space of six years, yet he was at last 
obliged to fly into Thrace *, where he was cut oflf with all 
his followers. 15. As to Histiee'us himself, being taken 
prisoner with a few of the insurgents, he was conducted 
to Artapher'nes, and that inhuman tyrant immediately 

> The capital of Ts'nia. 

^ An extcnMve country in Europe, on the confinei of Asia. 
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ordered him to be oracified, and his head to be sent to 
Dari'us'. The lo'nians, after repeated defeats., were com- 
pelled to take shelter in Mile'tns, one of their strongest 
cities ; but it was soon besieged by the fleet and army of 
the Persieins, and after an obstinate defence, token and 
burnt. lo'nia soon, however, recovered its former popu- 
lousness, and was governed by the kings of Persia with 
great moderation and lenity. 

16. The commencement of this war naturally tended to 
widen the breach between the Athenians and Persians ; 
and the conclusion of it was no less calculated to inflame 
the pride and presumption of the latter, than to inspire 
them with the ambitious design of making an entire con- 
quest of Greece. (B.C. 493) 17. To pave the way for 

this grand project, Dari'us, in the twenty- eighth year of 
his reign, having recalled all his other generals, Sent his 
son-in-law, Mardo'nius, to command throughout the mon- 
time parts of Asia, and particularly to revenge the burning 
of Sardis, which he could neither forgive nor forget. 1 8. 
But his fleet being shattered in a storm in doubling the 
cape of Mount A'thos *, his army repulsed, and himself 
wounded, by the Thracians, who attacked him suddenly 
by night, Mardo^nius returned to the Persian court, covered 
with shame and confusion for having miscarried in his en- 
terprise both by sea and land. 19. Darius therefore 
displaced him, and appointed two elder and abler generals, 
namely, Da'tis, a Mede, and Artepherines, son of the late go- 
vernor of Sardis, in his stead. At the same time he exerted 
himself with unwearied diligence, in furnishing them with 


^ Darius Hystas'pes, called by the Fersiana Guihtasp, waa one of the 
most powerful sovereigns of the East. He was elected to the throne 
titer the deposition of an usurper belonging to the Magin caste or Per- 
sian priesthood ; and he becanoe the religious reformer of his nation, by 
introducing the creed of Zerdusht, or Zoroaster in place of the old Ma« 
gian doctrines. See Historical Miscellany, Part f. 

* A mountain in Macedo'nia, now called Santo ^ente, or the Holy 
Mountain, on account of the number of hermits that reside there. 
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such an army and navy ais he thought would render them 
certain of success. 

20. Previous, however, to his invasion of Greece, he 
thought it became his dignity and humanity, to send heralds 
into that country to require submission from the different 
states, or to threaten them with his vengeance in case of 
refusal ^ 21. The lesser states, intimidated by his power, 

readily submitted ; but the Athenians and Spartans nobly 
disdained to acknowledge subjection to any earthly sove- 
reign, 22, When, therefore, the heralds demanded earth 
and water, the usual method of requiring submission from 
inferior states, these spirited republicans threw the one into 
a well, and the' other into a ditch, and tauntingly bid 
them take earth and water from thence. 23. Nay, they 
went still farther ; they resolved to punish the .^gine'tana 
for having basely submitted to the power of Per^sia, and by 
that means betrayed the common cause of Greece. 

24. These people, indeed, made some resistance ; they 
even carried on a naval war against the Athenians ; but the 
latter, having at length overcome them, increased their 
own navy to such a degree as to render it almost a match 
for that of Persia. 

25. In the meantime Darius, having completed his le- 
vies, sent away his generals, Da'tis and Artapher'nes, to 
what he considered as a certain conquest. 26. They were 
furnished with a fleet of six hundred ships, and an army 
of a hundred and twenty thousand men * ; and their in- 
structions were to give up Athens and Eret'ria to be plun- 
dered, to bum aH the houses and temples, and to lead the 
inhabitants into captivity. The country was to be laid 
desolate, and the army was provided with a sufficient 
number of chains for bindmg the prisons. 

1 Thl* wma done by demanding earth and water, 
s Of these, ten thousand were cavalry, 
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QuettioM. 

Did Hipplai despair in liis misfortunes ! 

2. To whom did he apply for assistance 1 

3. What opportunity seemed favourable to Hlppias ? 

4 . To what foreign power did the expelled tyrant appeal f 

6 . How did the Athenians treat the insulting message of the Fersiani T 
6. Were the Athenians equal in power to the Persians 7 
7> What was the strength of Sparta at the time 7 

8. Was the restoration of Hippias the sole end the Persians had in view 7 

9. Did the Greek colonies submit willingly to the yoke 7 

10. By whom were they encouraged to revolt? 

11. What induced Histisus thus to act 7 

12. What steps did he take on the occasion 7 

13. What was the state of the public mind at Athens f 

14. What was the issue of the war 7 

15. What was the fate of Histiaeus 7 

16. What was the consequence of this war ? 

17- How did Darius commence his operations ? 

18. What was the issue of this expedition? 

19. To whom was the enterprise next committed? 

20. Did Darius offer peace 7 

21. Did the Greeks comply 7 

22. In what way did they comply with the requisition 1 

23. What other step did they take? 

34. Was this an easy task ? 

23. What expectations did Darius entertain? 

26. With what forces were they furnished, and what were their in- 
structions 7 


SECTION II. 

I^rst Persian Invasion, 


Not So, we, sirs, well still wear 
Athens’ wrongs upon our spear ; 

And the best blood in our breast 

Free shall flow at her behest. Mitchell. 


]. LrvUi'oible, a. unoonquerslle. 

I. Isllexlbly, ad. unbendingly- 

4. Bnmt, §. shock, rlolenoe. 

5. Lenity, i. mDdneit, metcy. 

13. Flanks, «. the sides of an army. 
Preclpita'tloD, §. headlong haste. 


23, Benign, a. kind, generous, libera^ 
-wholesome. 

2S. Nem'esls, i. the goddess of ven« 
geance, who was supposed to 
punish vice, and rewud yiitue. 

27, Emer^gency. t. extreme necOMity 
(aiwg out of). 


le To oppose thifi formidable invaaion, tho AtbenlaiiB had 
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only about ten thousand men, but all of them animated 
with that invincible spirit which the love of liberty ever in- 
Bpires. 2. They were at this time headed by three of the 
greatest generals and statesmen their country ever produced, 
though no country ever produced more. 3. These were 
Milti'ades, ThemiB^tocles, and Aristei'des. The first was 
considered the ablest commander ; the second was so fond 
of a popular government, and so eager to ingratiate himself 
with his fellow-citizens, that he was frequently accused of 
partiality. The third was so rigidly and inflexibly just, that 
his name has descended to posterity as almost another term 
for justice itself. 

4. The Persian fleet, warned by the disaster of Mardd'- 
nius, steered their course through the Cyclades, for the 
Athenian coasts. The islanders made no resistance to an 
armament whose numbers seemed to hide the waters of 
the iEge'an, but either fled to their mountains, or sent 
earth and water as tokens of their submission. At length 
the invaders landed in Euboe'a, and the first brunt of the 
war fell upon the Eret'rians, who being utterly unable to 
oppose so mighty a force in the field, shut themselves up 
in the town. 5. But though they defended the place with 
great gallantry, yet, after a siege of seven days, Eret'ria 
was taken by the perfidy of two of its citizens, and reduced 
to ashes ; the inhabitants were put in chains, and sent as 
the first-fruits of victory to the Persian monarch. 6. The 
rest of the island was soon subdued, and the Persians re- 
solved to invade Attica, whose shores separated from them 
only by the narrow strait of the Euri'pus, seemed to invite 
them to an easy conquest. The measures that they 
adopted for accomplishing this design appear to have been 
very judicious ; they left a large portion of their army to 
garrison the islabds that had been subdued, sent all tbcar 
useless attendants with the captive ' Eretrians into Asia, 

1 Daiius, though justly incensed by the burning of Sardis, trea^ 
these captives with great lenity ; he established them as a colony oA an 
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and ielected one hundred thousand of their best infantry, 
with a dae proportion of cavalry, to form the expedition. 
7. They M»ily crossed the strait, and being directed in 
their march hy Hippias, whose knowledge of the country, 
and intimate acquaintance with the a^hhrs of Greece, made 
his opinions valuable, they encamped on the Marathonian 
shore, where the level plains afforded room for the opera- 
tions of cavalry, which constituted the most effective part 
of the invading army, but with which the Greeks were 
badly provided. 8. There the Athenians resolved to op- 
pose them ; but not thinking themselves singly equal to 
such an underta^ng, they sent first to the Spartans for < 
assistance, and would certainly have obtained it, had it not 
been for a foolish superstition, which would not allow them 
to begin a march before the full moon. 9. They then ap- 
plied to the other states of Greece ; but these, except the 
Plataa'ans, who sent one thousand soldiers, were too much 
intimidated by the power of Persia to venture to move in 
their defence. 

10, Obliged, therefore, to depend upon their own cou- 
rage alone, they collected all their forces, to the number of 
eleven thousand freemen, with probably an equal number of 
armed slaves, and entrusted the command of them to ten 
generals, of whom Milti^ades was the chii^: and each of 
these was to have the direction of the troops for one day in 
regular succession. 11. But this arrangement was soon 
found to be BO very inconvenient, that, by the advice of 
Axie/teideB^ the chief command was vested in Milti^ades 
alone, as the ablest and most experienced of all the generals, 
19^ At the same time it was resolved in a council of war, 
though only by a majority of one vote, to meet the enemy 
in the open field, instead of waiting for them within the 
vralis of the city \ ^ 

•itUe of bis own, about forty Tniles from Ae capital ; where Aeir de- 
aoendants were found eeveral centuries after, still retainhig evident 
twofs of their Emropean origin. 

^ This determination was highly pleaflng to Milti'adeB, who preferred 
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13. Milti'ades, Bensible of the inferionty of his numberB 
when compared to those of the enemy, endeavoured to 
make up for this defect by taking possession of an advan- 
tageouB ground. (B. C. 490.) He therefore drew up his 
army at the foot of a mountain, so that the enemy should 
not be able to surround him, or charge him in the rear. 
At the same time he fortified his flanks with a number 
of large trees that were cut down for the purpose, and 
strewed the ground in his front with branches, piles of 
stones, and other obstacles, to impede the Persian cavalry, 
which in consequence seem to have heesD. rendered useleaa 
in the engagement. 



a. Temple. d, Greek line of battle. ft. Penlan camp, 

ft. Encloaure lacred to 4. Temple. i. Probalin'thus. 

Herculea. /. Persian line of battle. ft. The Persian navy, 

c. Grotto sacred to Pan. g. Tombs of the Greeks. 

14. Da'tis saw the advantage which the Athe'nians mutt 
derive from this masterly disposition ; but relying on the 
superiority of his nun^rs, and unwilling to wait till the 

truatmg to the well-known and tried valour olf hia countrymen hi the 
held, to enduring the horrors of a siege within the wiUi of a isowAad 
city. ** 
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Spartan bqccoutb ehould arrive^ he resolved to begin the 
engagement. 15. The signal for battlci however, was no 
sooner given, than the Athe^nlans, instead of waiting for^the 
onset of the enemy, rushed in upon them, Eiccording to th^ 
usual custom, with irresistible fury. 16. The Persians re- 
garded this as the result of madness and despair, rather 
than of deliberate courage ; but they were soon convinced 
of their mistake, when they found that the Athe nians main- 
tained the charge with the same spirit with which they had 
begun it. 17. Miltfadea had purposely and judiciously 
made his wings much stronger than his centre, where the 
slaves were posted, under the command of Themis^tocles and 
Aristei'des. 

18. The Persians, availing theipselves of this circum- 
stance, attacked the centre with ^at bravery, and were 
just upon the point of making it give way, when the two 
wings, having now become victorious, suddenly wheeled 
about, and falling upon the enemy on both flanks at once, 
threw them into disorder. 19. The Persians fought with 
swords and battle-axes, the Greeks used the spear ; when 
their dense line of lances fell upon the hostile flanks, the 
shock^was irresistible, the rout J^ecame universal, and the 
enemy fled to their ships with great precipitation. The 
Athenians pursued them as far as the beach, and even set 
several of their ships on Are. 20. It was on this occasion 
that Cinsegei^rus, the brother of the poet ^Es'chylus, seized 
one of the enemy’s ships with his right hand, as they were 
pushmg it off from the shore. When his right hand was 
cut off, he laid hold of the vessel with his left ; and that 
likewise being lopped off, he at last seized it with his teeth, 
and in that manner e 2 q)ired \ j 

.21, Seven of the enemy's ships were taken, and above 

* The Athenians received the first news af^this important victory from 
a Bcddier, who, though i^trounded, ran to Athens to smnounce the Joyful 
evehL On his arrival he could merely exclaim, “ Rejoice, rejoice, the 
.▼iirtory is ours I" aiiSl immediately expired. 
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3LX thcmsand men left dead upon the Md of battle, not to 
mention those who were drowned as they were endeavour- 
ing to escape, or we're consumed in the ships that were set 
on fire, 22, Of the Greeks there fell not above two hun- 
dred, and among these was Callim'achuB, who gave the 
casting vote for fighting the enemy in the field. (A.M, 
3514.) Hip'pias, who was the chief cause of the war, is 
thought to have perished in this battle, though some say he 
escaped, and afterwards died miserably at Lem'nos \ 

23. Such was the famous battle of Mar'athon, one of 
the most important that is to be found in history, as it first 
taught the Greeks to despise the power of the Persian mo- 
narch, bravely to maintain their independence, and to go 
on cultivating those arts and sciences, which had so evident 
a tendency to polish and refine their own manners, and 
which have since dijSfused their benign influence over all the 
rest of Europe 24. Yet it would have proved fatal to the 
Greeks hut for the activity of Milti'ades, Da'tis, in hia 
retreat, had conceived the hope of surprising^Athens, which 
he imagined to be without defence, and his fleet had already 
doubled the promontory of Su'nium which forms the ex- 
treme point of Attica. No sooner was Milti adea 'informed 
of this, than he began his march, arrived the some day 
under the walk of the city, by his presence disconcerted 
the projects of the enemy, and obliged Da'tis to retire to 
the coast of Asia. 


* Now Stalime'ne, an island in the Archipelago. 

* Immediately after the full moon, the Lacedeemo'nians began their 
march, and proceeded with such expedition, that in three day% they com- 
pleted a journey of one hundred and fifty miles. Notwithstanding thil 
astonishing ciderity, however, they arrived too late to share in the glory 
of a victory wnich had delivered Greece from the most imminent danger 
to which she had ever as yet been exposed. Ai^er viewing the field 
of battle, covered with the bodies and spoils of their enemies, and con- 
gratulating the Athe'nians on their success, they returned to their ^vra 
country. 

^ See Introduction, Chap. I. 
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25. Of the marble wbieh the Fersians had brought with 
than for the erection of a monument to perpetuate the 
memory of their expected victory, the Athenians iwJW 
caused a etatue to be made by the celebrated sbulptor 
Phidias, to transmit to posterity the remembrance of their 
defeat. This statue was dedicated to the goddess Nemfesis 
who had a temple near the place. 26. Monuments were 
at the same time erected to the memory of all those who 
had fallen in the battle ; and upon these were inscribed 
their own names, and the name of the tribe to which they 
belonged. 27, Of these monuments there were three 
kinds ; one for the Athenians, one for the Platse'ans, their 
allies, and one for the Maves who had been enrolled among 
the troops upon this pressing emergency, 28. To express 
their gratitude to Milti'ades. the Athenians caused a picture 
to be painted by one of their most eminent artists, named 
Polygno'tufl, in which that great commander was repre- 
sented at the head of the other generals, animating the 
troops, and setting them an example of bravery. 

29. The fame and influence which Mil'tiades had 
thus acquired, eventually proved the cause of his ruin. 
He obtained from the Athenians an armament of seventy 
diips, without mentioning the manner in which he designed 
to emplDj them, but simply declaring that he wished 
to execute a project, which would bring great riches to 
Athens. With this force he sailed against the island of 
Pa'roB, under the pretence of punishing the inhabitants for 
the assistance they had been compelled to give the Persians, 
but in reality to avenge a private quarrel of his own. He 
demandrfr from the islanders one hundred talents as the 
price of his retreat, but the Parians heroically refused to 
purdiaae safety, and set him at defiance. After a vain 
attempt to storm the'^wn, Miltiades returned to Athens 
wounded and disappointed. 30. For this disgraceful ex- 
pedition he was brought to trial by Xonthip'pus, a nobleman 
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of high rank. His wound prevented him from making a 
vigorous defence ; hut the sight of the hero of Marathon 
extended on a couch, for he caused himself to be thus 
broiagift to the assembly, was more calculated to produce 
ail effect on the multitude than the most eloquent oration. 
The crime laid to his charge was capital, but the Athenians 
were unwilling to inflict the punishment of death on one 
who had performed such essential services to the republic. 
They fined him fifty teilents (about 10,000/.), which being 
unable to pay, he was thrown into prison. Miltiades died 
of his wounds in a few days after his imprisonment, but 
the fine was paid by his son Ci'mon. 31, Many historians 
have quoted this as an instance of Ilie ingratitude shown by 
the Athenians to their public men, but assuredly the un- 
justifiable attack on the Pa'rians, and the lavish expenditure 
of the public treasures, and the blood of the citizens in pro- 
secuting a private pique, merited a severe ptmishment ; and 
if we take into account the manner in which the resources 
of the state were wasted, the fine does not appear extra- 
vagant. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 
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10 . 
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14 . 
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16. 
17. 
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Qi/esrions. 

What means had the Athenians to oppose these formidable invaders I 
Were they commanded by experienced generals? 

What were their names and characters ? 

On whom did the storm first fall ? 

Did they make a successful defence 7 

What treatment did they «xperieDce from the Persian king? 

What were the next movements of the Persian army ? 

What means did the Athenians adopt ? 

To whom did they next apply, and what success 
Did these disappointments discourage them ? 

Did this arrangament prove convenient ? 

In what way was it determined to oppose the enemy 7 
By what means was the inferiority of j^umbers compensated fort 
Were the Persians aware of these ail ages 7 
Did the Athenians await the attack ? 

Waa this fury soon spent ? 

What was the Athenian order of battle ? 

What advantage did the Persians take of this f 
What was the result ? 


did the^^xperience f 
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20. What Intrepid action wa3 performed by an Athenian t 

21. W'hat was the loss sustained by the Persians t 

22. What was the losa of the Greeks ? 

23. What were the consequences of the battle of Marathon ? 

24. From what new danger was Athens saved 7 
26. How was the memory of the battle preserved 7 

26. By what means were the names of the slain rescued from oblivioiiT 
27 - How many kinds of monuments were there 7 

28. How did the Athenians express their gratitude to Miltiades 7 

29. Did Miltiades engage in any expedition disgraceful to his character 7 

30. How was he punished 7 

31. Has this occurrence been misrepresented 7 


CHAPTER V. 

From the Death of Miltiades to the Retreat of Xerxes 
out of Greece. 


SECTION I. 

Thick as autumnal leaves or driving sand, 

The moving squadrons blacken all the strand. HoMEa. 


7. Auld'uouily, ad, busily, eagerly. 

B. Preca'rlouB, a. uncertain, doubtful. 
11. Aen'decvoui, place of meeting. 

15. Sut'lers, f. persons ^ho sell liquor 
and provisions In a camp. 


ID. Lu'natic, i. a madman, one affected 
by the changes of the moon. 

22. Pusillan'imous, a. void of courage, 
mean-spirited. 

Abor tive, unavailing. 

26. Ambilarty, §, doubtful meaning. 


2. Dahi'm, rather enraged thaa^timidated by the low 
he had Wistained in the battle of Ijlaaq tf Kin, was preparing 
to invade Greece in person, when^IrttpjpSjj^r the peace of 
that country, death put an end to Ida ambitioua project. 
2, His Bon Xerx'es, iiowever, who sucflceded him on the 
throne, determined to execute l^e pka his father had 
formed. 3. Having just returned t iticcessful expe- 
dition he had made into Egypt, he expected to meet with 



SECOND PERSIAN WAR. 


1S7 

the like good fortune in Europe. 4. But before he would 
engage in bo important an enterprise, he thought proper to 
consult the principal officers in his court. 5. Mardo^niuB 
his j^other-in-law, well knowing his secret sentiments, and 
willihg to flatter him in his favourite pursuits, highly ap- 
plauded the resolution he had taken. But Artaba nus, his 
uncle, whom years and experience had rendered wise, en- 
deavoured to divert him from his rash design. 

6. His arguments, however, instead of producing the de- 
sired effect, drew from the haughty monarch a stem repri- 
mand, as unbecoming as it wa^ unjust. 7. While these 
hostile designs were in agitation, the Athenians were a3si~ 
duously employed, under the conduct of Themis'tocles, in 
subduing their more domestic enemies. 8. The smaller 
islands in the iEge'an sea had through his exertions been 
already reduced to obedience ; but the possession of these 
remained precarious, while the fleet of ^Egi'na covered the 
sea, and bade defiance to that of Athens. 9. That they 
might be enabled to seize or destroy this fleet, Themis'- 
tocles persuaded the Athenians to devote the produce of 
the silver mine at Lau'rium, in Attica, to the purpose of 
building ships of war, This prudent advice was of infinito 
service, as will appear in the sequel. 

10. Xerx'es, having thus resolved upon his expedition 
into Greece, began to make preparations for carrying it 
into execution; (B. CL 480.) and the greatness of these 
showed the high sense he entertained of the power and 
bravery of the enemy. Jl. Sardis was the general ren~ 
dezvous for his land-foi^s : and the fleet was ordered tp 
advance along the coi^^ of Asia Minor, towards th<f Hel'- 
lespont^ 12. OK- Iffi'way thither, in order to shorten its 
passage, he cut a canal through the neck of land that 
joined Mount A'thos to the continent;" and while this ' 

1 Tboie narrow stnitc, niw called the Daidanellei, whldi separate 
Europe and Asia. 


I 



138 HIBTORY OF liaEECE. 

doisgi he addressed the mountain with all that pomp and 
oetentation for which the eastern princes have ever been 
remarkable. " Athos/* said he, “ thou proud aspiring 
mountain, that liftest up thy head to the heavens, be not 
BO andacriouB as to put obstacles in my way. If thou dost, 
I will cut thee level with the plain, and throw thee head- 
long into the sea.” 

13. In his march to Sardis he gave a shocking proof of 
the cruelty of his disposition. Having required the eldest 
son of Pyth'ias, a Lyd^'ian prince, to attend him in the war, 
the father offered him all his treasure amounting to about 
four millions sterling, to purchase his exemption ; and, as 
the young man seemed desirous of staying at home, Xerx' es 
commanded him immediately to be put to death before his 
father’s eyes. Then, causing the body to be cut in two, 
and one part of it to be placed on the right, and the other 
on the left of the way, he made the whole army pass be- 
tween them ; a terrible example of what every one hod to 
expect that dared to dispute his orders. 

14. His army was composed not merely of Persians, but 
of Medes, Lyd'ians, Bac/trians, Asayriians, Hyrca'nians ; 
in a word, of every people that either acknowledged his 
authority, dreaded his power, or courted his alliance; so 
that it is said to have amounted to above two millions of 
men. 15. His fleet consisted of fourteen hundred and 
twenty-seven ships, besides a thousand lesser vesaele, that 
were employed in carrying provisions. On board of these 
were six hundred thousand men ; that the whole army 
might h^ said to amount to above two millions and a half ; 
which ,^with the women, riaves, and vutlers, always attend- 
ing a Persian camp, might make the whole above flve mil- 
lionfl of flouls ; a force which, if rightly conducted, might 
have given law to the universe; but, being commanded 
by ignorance and presumption, was soon after repulsed, and 
finally dented by the small but gallant states of Greece. 
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We muBt, however, make very liberal allowance for the 
exaggeration of historians in this estimate of the Persian 
forces ; for it would have been impossible to provide sup- 
port in Greece for any thing like the number of men 
Xerxes is said to have assembled. 

16. With this mighty armament Xerx'es set out on hu 
expedition, ten years after the battle of Mar'athon. (B. C, 
480.) 17. Upon reviewing his forces, his heart was natu- 

rally elated with joy, from a consciousness of his superior 
power : but this soon gave place to the feelings of huma« 
nity, and he burst into tears wh6n he reflected that a him- 
dred years hence not one of so many thousands would be 
alive. 18. He had previously given orders for hmldiDg 
a bridge of boats across the Hellespont, or, aa it is now 
called, the Dardanelles, which separates Asia from Europe, 
and is about an English mile over. 19. But this bridge, 
when completed, being carried away by the current, 
Xerx'es, like a tyrant, wreaked his vengeance upon the 
workmen, and, like a lunatic t upon the sea. He caused 
the heads of the former to be struck off, and a certain 
number of lashes to be inflicted upon the latter, to punish 
it for its insolence, and fetters to be thrown into it, to teac^ 
it for the future obedience to his will ; — a striking proof 
how much the possession of despotic power tends not only 
to corrupt the heart, but even to weaken and blind the un- 
derstanding. 20. A new bridge was formed by a double 
range of vessels, secured by double anchors, and fastened 
together with the j^j^jjjtngest cables. On these, as depicted 
in tl\je accompanying sketch, a roadway was formed by 
the trunks of trees ; the interstices were filled up with 
earth, and smooth planks laid over all. The sides were 
toced with wicker-work to prevent any of the horaee or 
beasts of burden from slipping over ; and upon this lin- 
gulai structure the entire army passed over frcun Aby^dos, 
in Asia Minor, to the little city of Sestus in Uuwce. 
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So great was the number of the Persians, that seven days 
and nights were spent in the passage. 



21. Xerxes, having thus entered Europe, began his 
march directly for Greece, receiving everj'^ where the sub- 
mission of the countries through which he passed. Most 
of the states of Greece, overawed by his power, submitted 
at the first summons. Athens and Sparta alone, those 
glorious republics, nobly disdained such pusillanimous con- 
duct. They gallantly resolved to oppose the invader of 
Iheir country, and either to preserve their liberties entire, 
or to perish in the atteifipt From the moment that 
Xerxes began his preparations, they had received intelli- 
gence of his designs ; and in their turn began to take mea- 
sures for rendering them abortive, 22. They had also sent 
spies to Sardis, in order to bring them an exact account of 
the number and quality of the enemy's forces. The spies 

> The whole population of thste little states, which thus prepared 
to withstand the iuunense armies of Persia, was considerably less than 
tha|;.«^ Y<arJuihIre, in England. The answers of the oracles likewise, 
instead of being encour^ng, wore either ambiguous or terriiying. 
Yet this Tut disproportion of numerical strength mid the disr.our- 
dgiug lespoDMi of their gods, did not deter these champions ef liberty 
their purpose, nor dispose them to submit to the arbitznry man- 
^e nf the Persian despot 
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I indeed, were seized ; but Xerxes, instead of pmuBhing or 

even detaining them, ordered them to be conducted through 
his camp, and then dismissed, desiring them at the same 
time, on their return home, to give a faithful relation ol 
what they had seen. 23. The Athenians and Spartans, 
however, neither intimidated by the mighty force that now 
came against them, nor by the base submission of the infe- 
rior states, nobly resolved to face the common danger with 
joint forces. These forces did not amount to above eleven 
thousand two hundred men : and yet, with this hajidful (rf 
troops, they determined to oppose the almost innumerable 
army of Xerxes. 

24. The first care was to appoint a general ; and they 
wisely made choice of Themis'tocles, the ablest commander 
that had appeared in Greece since the death of Milti'ades. 
They likewise recalled Aristei'des, who had been driven 
into banishment by the faction of his enemies at the head 
of which, indeed, was Themis'tocles : such is the jealousy 
that sometimes prevails between great men, though equally 
attached to the interest of their country ! 

26. Ambassadors were sent to the Greek colonies in 
cily and Italy, soliciting them to assist their parent country 
in this crisis ; the inhabitants of these states, with that 
eager love for Hellas, which pervaded all the Helle'nic 
tribes, immediately promised their assistance. Gelon, who 
then ruled at Syracuse, was appointed to command the 
auxiliaries, and, impressed with a deep sense of his own 
importance and abilities, required to be nominated captain- 
general of all the Grecian forces. The Spartans, with their 
usual pride, peremptorily rejected his demand ; and before 

1 It waj upon the occasion of his banishment, that a peasant who 
could not write, and did not know Aristei'des personally, applied to him, 
and desired him to write the name of that citizen upon the shell, by 
which his vote was given against him. " Has he done you any wrong/' 
laid AristeVdea, ''that you are for condemning him in this manner t”— 

** No," replied the peasant, "but I hate to hear him always praised fibr 
his Justice." AHstei'des, without saying a word more, calmly took the' 
shell, wrote down his name upon it, and contentedly retired into exile. 
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my amicable arrangement could be formed, the Graeco* 
Italian states were obliged to contend for their own inde- 
pendence at home. The Carthaginians had been long the 
commercial rivals of the Grecian colonists, and had vainly 
attempted to crush their rising greatness ; the invasion of 
Greece by Xerxes seemed to adford them a favourable op- 
portunity ; they entered into a close alliance with the Per- 
man monarch, and attacked Sicily at the very same moment 
that he invaded Greece. The defeat of the Carthaginians 
was as signal as that of their Asiatic ally ; but it did not 
occur at a period sufficiently early to allow of the colonists 
parting with any of their forces for the defence of the pa- 
rent state. 

26. Themis'tocles saw that the enemy must be opposed 
by sea as well as by land ; and to enable him to do this 
with the greater effect, he caused a hundred galleys to be 
built, and turned all his thoughts towards the improvement 
of navy. The oracle had declared some time before, 
that Athens should defend herself only with wooden walls ; 
and he took advantage of the ambiguity of this reply, to 
persuade his countrymen that by such walls was meant her 
shipping. The Lacedaemo'niaus used equal industry in 
improving their navy, Tjil^ that, upon the approach of 
Xeri'es, the confederates found themselves possessed of a 
oquadron of two hundred and eighty sail, the command of 
which was conferred upon Eurybi'adee, a Spartan. 

27. Being unable to cope with the overwhelming num- 
bers of Persians in the open plains, the Greeks re- 
solved toT^nfine their military operations to the defence 
of the few pastes that are found in the chains of moun- 
tains by which Hellas is intersected. For this purpose, 
they seat a strong detachment to secure the vede of 
Tempe', which fonned the usual road between Macedonia 
and Thessaly. But having soon after discovered that 
there ^was another pass at some distance, and their army 
being insufficient to garrison both, they retreated south- 
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wards, and finally resolved to make their first stand at 
the straits of Therm op'ylse, which secured the entrance to 
Fhocis and Bceotia. 

28 . The command of this important pass was given to 
Leon'idas, one of the kings of Sparta, who led thither a 
body of six thousand men. Of these three hundred only 
were Spartans ; the rest consisted of Thes^pians, Boeo'- 
tians, Corinthians, Pho'cians, and other allies. This 
chosen band were taught from the beginning to consider 
themselves as a forlorn hope, placed there to check the 
progress of the enemy^ and give them a foretaste of the 
desperate valour of Greece. Nor were even oracles want- 
ing to inspire them with enthusiastic ardour. It had been 
declared that, to procure the safety of Greece, it was 
necessary that a king, one of the descendants of Her'cules, 
should die ; and this task was now cheerfully undertaken 
by Leon'idas, who, when he marched out of Lacedsemon^ 
considered himself a willing sacrifice for his country. 


Questions, 

]. Did the late defeat of the Persians discourage farther attempts ? 

2. Did his successor abandon the idea ? 

3. What encouraged him to this 7 

4. Did he hastily engage in this enterpidse ? 

6. What advice was given him ? 

6. How were these endeavours received ? 

7. What in the mean time occupied the attention of the Athenians \ 

8. What success did they meet with 7 

9. What means were proposed for its capture 0 £ destruction ? 

10. What steps did Xerxes take for the accomplishment of his design f 

11. What was the destination of the fleet and army 7 ^ 

12. By what means did he facilitate the passage of kis Awt? 

13. Did he not evince a cruel disposition 7 

14. Of whom WEIS his army composed 7 

15. What was hu naval force, and the whole amount of hla armomenit 

16. When did he commence his march 7 

17 . What were his feelings on reviewing his troops t 

18. What method did he adopt to croas the Helleipontf 

19. What was the fate of this bridge and the hchiyiour of Xexies on 

the occasion ? 

Sa Was the bridge rep«lredf 
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Si. What kind of reception did he experience ? 

22. How did Xerxes treat the Grecian spies ? 

23. What was the amount of the Grecian forces ? 

24. Who were the Athenian gpenerals 1 

23. Did the western Greeks assist in this war 7 
S6. Were the Greeks provided with fleets ? 

27 . Where did they resolve to make their flrst stand ! 
Sfi. How was Thermopylae garrisoned f 


SECTION II. 


Second Persian Invasion, 


A king sat on the rocky brow 
That looks o’er sea-girt Salamis, 

And ships in thousands lay below, 

And men in nations — all were hia. 

He counted them at break of day, 

And when the sun set — where were they ? Byron. 


5, flar'caims, 1 . bitter taunts, levere 

jests. 

7. Ten'able, 0 . that may be held or 
kept. 

6. Plu'to, t, the god of hell. 

11. Favll'loii, «. a tent, a temPflyary 
house. 

16. Strand'cd, pari, driven on sIkb. 

If* AByhun, a, a place of refuge. 


27. IstVmus, I. a narrow neck of land 
which Joins a peninsula to the 
continent, or two continents to- 
gether. 

31. Manoeu^v^ea, i. evolutions of troops, 

movements. 

32. Pu'erllB, o. chUdish. 

43. Poig'nant, 0 . sharp, severe, satirl* 
cal. 


1. In the meaih|^e Xerxes edvinced with this immense 
.lumy, the very Biht of which, he thought, would terrify 
the Gre^ into J^ihLssion, ^without his being obliged to 
strike a angle blow. 2. Great, therefore, was surprise, 
when be found that a few desperate men were determined 
to his passage through the straits of Thermop ylee. 

8. At first he o^idd not beliefe wuld persevere in 
their resohition ; and he therefore, gave them four days to 
reflect on the^r danger, hoping thdy^wmihl at last t hink it 
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most prudent to retire But when he found them re- 
main immovable in tliieir post, he ^nt them a Bummonfl 
to deliver up their arras. 4. I^on'idas, with a true. Spartan 
contempt, desired him “ to come and take them.” And 
when it was observed that the Persian forces were so nu- 
merous that their very arrows w'ould darken the sun, 
“ Then,” replied Die^neces, a Spartan, " we shall fight in 
the shade.” 

5. Xerx^es, provoked at these sarcasms^ resolved to begin 
the attack immediately. The first assault was made by a 
body of Medes, but these were instantly repulsed with great 
slaughter. A body of ten thousand Persians, commonly 
known by the name of the immortal band, made another 
attempt to dislodge the Grecians, but with no better suc- 
cess than the former ^ 6. In a word, the Greeks main- 

tained their ground against the whole power of the Persian 
army for tivo days* together : and would probably have 
mEiintained it much longer, had it not been for the treachery 
of Epial'tes, a Trachin'ian ^ who, having deserted to the 
enemy, conducted a body of twenty thousand Persians 
through a by-path across a mountain that overhung the 
straits \ 

7 . Leon'idas, seeing the enenop^ this situation, plainly 
perceived that His post was no lon^r tejmblei he therefore 
advised his allies to retire, and reserve themselves for 
better times, and the future safety of Greece. " As for 
myself and my fellow B^irtans,” said we are obliged 


1 As his resentment was directed agalnit the A&eniani aMe, hewu 
in hopes that other states mi^t be prevailed op to relinquish 
confederacy : as an inducement so to do, he held out to them 
allurements, but in vain. 

3 Xerx'es beheld the^ rei/erdfed attacks from a lofty am tacp ce/fiyd 
frequently started in wild emodof Jrora his throne, on wltneuii^ th^ 
havoc made among his troopai^ the little band whom he had 

arrogantly commanded^ ^ bought alive hitirlda pretence. . 

* Twchin^a was » dittriefc ki Theasaly, . . 

^ It was always the unhai^^ fate of Greece to lUflhr nmre from 
treachery of false friends than from the power of open enemies. 
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bf <w lim not to fly; I owe a life to my countryi and.it 
ii now my dmty to fall in its defence." The Thes'pians, 
iaxnmber about seven hundred, which probably comprised 
the entire strength of that little common-wealth, gallantly 
resolved to share the fate of the Spartans, and four hun- 
dred Thebans were detained as hostages for the more than 
doubtful faith of their countrymen. 8. When the rest had 
retired, Leon'idas exhorted his followers, in the most cheer- 
ful manner, to prepare for death. “ Come, my fellow 
soldiers," said he, let us dine cheerfully here, for to- 
night we shall sup with Pluto'* 9. His men, upon hear- 
ing his determined purpose, set up a loud shout, as if they 
had been invited to a banquet, and resolved every man to 
sell his life as dearly as he could. 10. The night now 
began to advance, and this was thought the most glorious 
opportunity of meeting death in the enemy's camp, os the 
darkness, by concealing the smallness of their numbers, 
would fill the Persians with greater:;j^n8temation. 11. 
Thus resolved, they made directly to the Persian tents, 
and in the silence of night had almost penetrated to the 
royal pavilion^ with hopes of surprising the king^ The 
obscurity added to the horror of the scene ; and the Per- 
fiians, incapable of distinguishing friend from foe, fell 
fluiously upon each otlier, and rather assisted than op- 
posed the Greeks. 12. Thus success seemed likely to 
CBP w n their bold but rash enterprise, had not the morning 
dit w n discovered the. small ness of their numbers. They 
jrelxeated back to the straits, and four times repulsed their 
Peraiaii pursuers ; but while the victory was as yet doubt- 
ful, Jthe Persian detachment, which had l»en entrusted to 
the guidance of EpialTes, was seen dosoending from the 
hijlfp. m their rear* Noitilhg now rextudned for the de- 

^ It may at ant isffEi wprialng diat Asy ibould be able to pene- 
^ trete the Persiaa camp ; but u the barbeciaBe bad neltltef entrench- 
mtuta, ^vanced ghards, oor a watduvoi4^t|bwlM^)M were pjeieutcd 
tp their deiigiL 
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fenders of the Btraita but to sell th^ir lirea as dearly as- 
possible ; abandoning therefore their outer lines of defence, 
they retreated behind the Pho'cian wbJI, and there forming 
themselves into a square, patiently awaited the approach 
of their enemies. The Thebans took advantage of this 
opportunity to put in practice their meditated treachery ; 
they advanced with reversed arms to surrender themselves 
to the Persians, but their object being mistaken, they were 
received as enemies, and very few of them purchased a 
miserable life by their disgraceful desertion. 13. Mean- 
time, the last strong hold of the Greeks was assailed on 
every side, and yet not a man swerved from his post. Tha 
wall was at length tumbled down — the spears of the Greeks 
were blunted and shivered in the protracted contest — 
Leonidas, their leader, had fallen in the attack on tha 
Persian comp, hut his body, placed in the centre of the 
diminished band, was the rallying point of his exhausted 
soldiers. They sunk at last beneath a mountain of darts, 
which formed the proudest testimony of their vedour, and 
their most suitable monument. 14, Of all the band, two 
only escaped, whose names were Aristode'mus and Pan'- 
ites^ They were treated, in consequence, with such 
contempt on their return to Spaj'ta, that Pani'tes killed 
himself in despair ; but Aristode'mus bore It with forti- 
tude, and recovered his lost honour by his gallant beha- 
viour at the battle of Platae'a. 15. The loss of the Per- 
sians on this oocasion is supposed to have amounted to 
twenty thousand men, among whom were two of the king'* 
brothers 

^ 1 6. The same day on which the battle of Thermop^;^ 
^ These men. were ancideiitaHy ■uinit. 

^ To perpetuate the memo^y'of this won derliil exertion of valour, 
two monuments were erected. The inscriptiDn on one conunemoiated 
the brave resistance made by a handful ^ Qreeka against ndllibat-e4 
Persians. The wu peculiar to the Spartaaa, .and bore 

words : “ Go, stranger, and" tell the T^aredmionians, a# loll her# 
In obedience to their divine laws.” 

H 2 
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was fougM, thm was a navel engagement between the 
fleeta of Greece and PersiBu off the cape of Artemis'ium in 
Eubce'a, in which the former took or Sunk thirty of the 
enemy's ships^ and forced one hundred and seventy of them 
to sea, where, by stress of weather, they were all soon after 
cither sunk or stranded^ » 

17. Xerx^’es, however, having now passed the straits, 
found nothing capable of opposing his progress in the open 
country ; he therefore directed his march towards Athens, 
on which he was determined to take signal vengeance. 
18. Themia'tocles, seeing the impossibility of defending 
this place, used all his eloquence and address in persuading 
his countrymen to abandon it for the present ; and this he 
was at last able, though with no little difficulty, to effect. 
He might probably have failed, had he not called supersti- 
tion to his aid ; he procured some of the priests to declare, 
that the sacred serpent, fed in the temple of Minerva, had 
disappeared. " The g 0 (^ess forsakes her abode,"' they 
exclaimed, ** why should we delay to follow her V* A 
decree was therefore passed, by which it was ordained, that 
Athens for a while j^hould be given up in trust to the gods, 
and that aU the inhaS)itants, whether in freedom or slavery, 
should go on board the fleet. 19. The young and adven^ 
turous set sail^or the neighbouring island of Salamis ; ths 
the women, and children, took shelter at Troeze'ne 
the inhabitants of which g^n^asly offered them an asylum. 
20. But in this general ffoertion of the • city, that which 
raised the compassion of all, was, the great number of old 
men they were obliged to leave in the place, on account of 
thek age and inflnnitieB. Many also voluntarily remain^ 
behind, believing that the citadel, which they had fortified 
witJi wooden walls, was what the oracle pointed out for 

' P«eviq«i tbs^atteck of the Greeks, the Persian fleet had luffereri 
dresdflilly tiTm^tonniJn which flour hundrecT alleys, and a great num • 
her of sb^re tra^orta; were dashed in pic^' or sunk. 

< Now^rudil^ ^dtyjor AigoUs in Eur^ean TurkSy, not far from 
tbrinth. ‘ ^ ^ 
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general safety ^ 21. To heighten this scene of distress, 

the matrons were seen clinging with fond affection to the 
places where they had so long resided ; the women filled 
the streets with lamentations ; and even the poor domestic 
animals seemed to take a part in the general concern. It 
WELS impossible to see those poor creatures run howling 
and crying after their masters, who were going on ship- 
board, without being strongly affected. 22. Amongst 
these, the faithfulness of a peirticular dog is recorded, who 
jumped into the sea, and continued swimming after the 
vessel which contained his master, till he landed at Sal^amis, 
and died the moment after upon the shore*. Yet, amid 
all this distress, so high was the popular spirit, that the 
orator Cyr'silus was stoned to death for venturing to propose 
submission. 

23. The few inhabitants that continued in the city retired 
into the citadel, where, literally interpreting the oracle, 
they fortified it as well as they-co^d, and patiently awaited 
the approach of the invader. Nor was it long before thsy 
saw him arrive at their gates, and summon them to surren- 
der. This, however, they refused to or even to listen 
to any terms he proposed to them. The place was there- 
fore taken, by assault ; all who were found in it were put to 
the sword, and the citadel reduced to ashes. But it is pos- 
sible that those who remained behind trusted in the natural 
strength of the Acropolis as as in the oracle. In 

many subsequent wars, it has Srcn proved to be a good 
military position ; and, as appears hy‘ the accompanying 


1 Themistoclea, leeing little hope of defending the city against the 
innumprable host of Xerxes, sent to consult the oracle of Apollo, at 
Delphos. The answer he received was, *' Athens cu be saved only 
by wooden walla." This he interpreted to mean shijKi, and acted ac- 
cordingly. 

^ In their haste to embark, the Athenians left the g^atMC^^fart of 
their furniture and other valuables behind, which gpriahed ifi'Ihe eaii- 
flagration of the city. By Aia generom^aaerifida^^^h o^yiyf they pre- 
served that libertyjrhich wai ^p^SKr^ - ? 
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its Bteep aaeent might easily be defended by a small 
body of spirited men against a multitude. 



24. While one division of the Persian army was march- 
ing through BcEo'tia on a smaller body had been 

Bent to plunder the sacred treasury at Del'phi. The inha- 
bitants, alarmed by their numbers, consulted the oracle, 
t^liA v^ere told that '*the arms of Apollo were sufficient for 
the defence of his shrine. Encouraged by this response, 
,:-t!M{y posted themselves jjn' the defiles of Mount Parnas'sus, 
imring first sent their women and children to a place of 
safety. 25. The Persians, who had often heard of the 
fam^ of Delphi, could scarcely control their superstitious 
fears as they approached the sacred sanctuary ; and a fear- 
ful storm, which arose as they passed through a narrow 
defile, threw them into remediless consternation. 26. The 
Del'p^pps showered rocks and trunks of trees from the 
mounlain tops ; their fierce shouts j^oingUng with the noise 
of the storm,, end repeated by a thilisand ^oes, completed 
the terror of the invaders ; they hasted to fly from the 
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valley in which they were entaagled, bat oonfusion impeded 
their flight. The DelphiaBS charged. the disordered undti- 
tudes, and slew them by thousands without meeting any 
resistance. The miserable remnant that escaped fled to join 
the other division at Athens, spreading every where the 
news of tlie divine vengeance, by which they supposed that 
their impious attempt was punished. 

27. But though the confederates had been thus obliged 
to abandon Athens to the finy of the enemy, they were by 
no means disposed to let them overrun the whole country. 
They took possession of Peloponne^sus, built a wall across 
the isthmus that joined it to the continent, and committed 
tne defence of that important post to CleomTrotus, the 
brother of Leon'idas. In adopting this measure they were 
unanimous, as being the most prudent that could be em- 
braced ; but this was not the case with regard to the opera- 
tions of the fleet. 

Euryhi^ades was for bringing it into the neighbourhood 
■of the isthmus, so that the sea-forces might act in conjunc- 
tion. ThemisTocles was of quite a diff’erent opinion, and 
maintained that it would beithe height of folly to abandon 
Bo advantageous a post as tjrat of Sal'amis, where they were 
now stationed. They were now, he said, in possesaion of 
the narrow seas, where the number of the - enemy's jflhips 
could never avail tliem ; that the only hope left the Athe'- 
nians was their fleet, which imast not capriciously be given 
up to the enemy. -28. EurybSiideB, who coosidered him- 
-self as glanced at by this speech, could not contain his re- 
sentment, but lifted up his cone in a menacing manner. 
'' Strike,” cried the Athe'nion, “ strike, but hear me.” 
His moderation and his reasoning .prevailed ; and it was 
therefore - resolved to await the enemy's fleet at Sal'ftaiSf 
Fearful, however, that .the confederates mi^t cliaQge 
their mind, Themia'tocles had recourse to one of^ose stra- 
tagems which maAf superior genius. He contrived te 
have it privately intimated to Xerx' es, that the confeder- 

H 4 
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atee were now RBsembled at Sal'amis, preparing for flight, 
and that it would an easy matter to attack and dntroy 
them. 30. The artifice succeeded. Xerx'es gave orders 
to his fleet to block up Sal'amis by night, 'in order to pre- 
vent an escape that would have fhistrated his hopes of 
vengeance. 

SI. Aristei'des, who commanded aamall body of troops 
at .^gi'na \ no sooner heard of the apparently dangerous 
situation 9 f Themis^tocles, than, ignorant of the real cause 
of di thm manosuvres, and actually thinking him in dan- 
ger, he ventured in a small boat, by night, through the 
whole fleet of the enemy. 32. Upon landing, he repaired 
to the tent of Themis'tocles, and addressed him in the fol- 
lowing manner : ‘'If we are wise, Themis'tocles, we shall 
henceforth lay aside all those frivolous and puerile dissen- 
sions which have hitherto divided, us. One strife, and a 
noble one it is, now remains for us, which of us shall be 
most serviceable to our country. It is yours to command 
Bfl a general ; it is mine to obey as a subject ; and happy 
shall I be if my advice can any way contribute to yours 
and my country’s glory.* ** He then informed him of the 
fleet’s real situation, and warmly exhorted him to give 
battle without delay. 33. Themis'tocles felt all that gra- 
titude which so generous and disinterested a conduct de- 
served ; and, eager to make a proper return, he imme- 
diately let him into all his schemes and projects, particularly 
tbm kst, of Buflfering himself to be blocked up. After this 
thef exerted their joint influence with the other comman- 
ders to persuade them to engage ; and accordingly both 
fiet i prepared for battle. 

The Grecian fleet consisted of three hundred and 

ships ; that of the Persians was much more nume- 
rooB But whatever advantage the^Asiatics had in num- 


* A imall Uland near Athena. 

’ It eonaiated of more than « thoimmd vnaels. 
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bers, and site of their vessels, they fell infinitely short 
of the Greeks in naval skill, and in their acquaintance with 
the seas where they fought. 35. But it was chiefly on the 
superior abilities of their commanders that the Greeks placed 
their hopes of success. Euryhi^ades had nominally the 
command of the fleet, but Themis'tocles directed all its 
operations. He, knowing that a periodical wind, which 
would be favourable, would soon set in, delayed the attack 
tni that time ; and this hud no sooner arise^L than the 
signal was given for battle, and the Grecian fle^aailed for- 
ward in exact order. 

36. As the Persians now fought under the eye of their 
sovereign, who beheld the action from the neighbouring pro- 
montory, they exerted themselves for some time with great 
spirit ; but their courage abated when they came to a 
closer engagement. 37. The numerous disadvantages of 
circumstances and situation then began to appear. The 
wind blew directly in their faces ; the height and heavi- 
ness of their vessels rendered them unwieldy and almost 
useless ; and even the nunaber of their ships only served 
to embarrass and perplex them in that narrow sea. 38. 
The lo'uians, mindful of their Hellenic descent, were far 
from being anxious for a victory that would have enslaved 
the land of their fathers ; in the very first onset many of 
them fled, while others deserted to the Greeks. The Phoe- 
ni^cian galleys being thus disordered, and their flanks 
exposed, dashed against each other, and crowded into a con- 
fused mass, were deprived of all power of action. The Athe- 
nians, with consummate skill, increased the confusion by 
torcing fresh hostile ships into the narrow space in wlJbb 
the Phcenicians were entangled. And thus, as the^poet 
jEs^chylus, who peraonally shared in the battle, decko^ 
the whole Persian fl^t “ wa» caught and destroyed like 
fish in a net."' 

3tt In the general consternation which this occaskmed, 
H 5 
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Artomis'ia, queen of Halicamas'aus*, who had come to the 
awistaace of Xerx'ee with five ships, exerted herself with 
>BO much spirit, that the monarch was heard to say, his 
aoldiers behaved hke women in the conflict, and the women 
like soldiers. Her glory, however, is sullied by the unjus- 
tifiable means wWch she made use of to escape from the 
fatal strait. The Athenian captain Amei'nias, the brother 
of the poet iEschylus, had distinguished himself above all 
his compeers, by superior skill in ikt management of his 
vessel, and by the havoc which he*"^ mEuie in the hostile 
fleet. As he bore down against the galley of Artemisia, 
the queen, nware that resistance would be useless, ordered 
the pilot to run her ship against the galley of a Lycian 
prince, with whom she had been at variance. The Lycian 
vessel was run down, and all on board perished ; Amei'nias, 
conjecturing from this the^ the queen’s ship was one of 
those that had deserted to the Greeks, gave over the pur- 
suit, and Artemisia was enabled to continue her flight^*^ 
safety. 40. Nothing, however, could refik Ae disorder 
that had now taken place in the Persian fleet. They fled 
on all sides ; some of them were sunk, aii4 more taken ; 
nbove two hundred were burnt, and all the rest entirely 

41, Such was the issue of the battle of Sal'amis, in 
which the Persians received a more severe blow than any 
they had lathcrto experienced from Greece. 42. The- 
tniV todea is Said to have been so elated with this victory, 
that he proposed breaking down the bridge over the HeF- 
lespont, and thus cuttj^ off the retreat of the enemy ; but 
from this he was dissuaded by Aristefdes, who repre- 
sented the dimger of reducing so powerful an army to 
despair. 

' Now Nesi, a city of Caria,Jn Asia Minor. Here waa the famous 
tmuisoleum, ecected by Artemisia, and accounted one of thweven 
wonders of the World. 
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43. Xerx'es, however, seems to have been so apprehen- 
sive of this step being taken, that after leaving about thsee 
hundred thousand of his best troops behind him under 
Mardohius, not so much with a view of. conquering t^reece 
as in order to prevent a pursuit, he hastened back with the 
rest 'to the Hellespont, where, finding tfie bridge broken 
down with the violence of the waves, he was obliged to 
pass over in a small boat ; and this manner of leaving 
Eur^e, when compand with his ostentatious entry, ren- 
dered his disgrace the more poignant and afflicting. 


Questions, 

1. What expectation did Xerxes entertain ? 

2. Was not this expectation disappointed 7 

3. What steps did he take in consequence 7 

4. What reply was given to his summons 7 

6. What was the consequence of thate sarcasms 7 

6. What occasioned the loss of this post 7 

7. What measures did Leonidas adopt in this emergency f 
How did he encourage his little troop 7 

9. How were hii exhortations received 7 

10. What time ws» chosen for this purpose? 

11. How did they commence the attack 1 

12. Were they successful 7 

13. What was thiftfate of Leonidas? , * 

14. Did any eswpe the carnage 7 

15. What was the loss of the Persians ? * 

16. What other memorable engagement happened on that day 7 
17* Did Xerxes meet with further oppositioi' ^ 

18. Was Athens defended 7 

19. Whither did they repair 7 

20. What distressing circumstances attended this desmAn of the city? 

21. What added to the^streGs 7 

22. What particular instance of this is recorded 7 

23. What became of those that remained h«hind 7 

24. Against what place was a detactoeq^p^ the Persians sent 7 

25. Why were the Persians dauhted in tW expedition 7 

26. How was Delphi saved 7 

27. ‘ What dispata arose between the Greek naval eommandera 7 

28. Which opinion prevailed 7 

29. By what stratagem did Themistodes prevent a change of measuftn f 

30. Did this artifice lucoeed ? 

31. How did Aristeides act on this Occasion 7 

32. What followed ? 

33. ^ow did Themistodes receive this advice ? ' . \ 

34. What were the respective forces of the opposed partleat 

35. On what did the Greeks pnncipally rely ? 

H 6 
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9SL How did the Peniani behave in thii engagemest f 
97- What dUadvantages did they labour under f 
si Wbat event! led to the victory beihf obtained by the Greekc f 
S9. What female distinguiBhed herself in this engagement 7 
40. Did her example restore the battle ? 

01. Waa thh event of this battle important f 

42. What measure was proposed in consequence f 

43. What became of Xerxes after his defeat t 


CHAPTER VI. 

From the Retreat of Xerxes out of Greece to the 
Battle of Mycale, 


There Honour comes, a pilgrim gray, 

To bless the turf that wraps their clay ] 

And Freedom shall awhile repair, 

To dwell a weeping hermit there. Collins. 


\ Ta'cit, 0. silent, Implied though not 
ex^eiBBd. 

11. He'lots, «. slaves. 

Ifi. Msgnaahnlty, «. greatness of mind. 
18. Impetuos'ity, t. fury, violence, 
la. Phai'anx, j. a troop of men closdy 
embodied. 


22. Fed'estal, t. the base of s statue or 
pillar. 

Ma'nes, i, ghosli: spirits. 

26. Pre^clplcei, t. pwes excessively 
steep. 


(A. M. 3524.) 1. Nothing could exceed the joy of the 

Greeks upon the victory they had obtained at Sal'amis. It 
was cfOBtomary after a battle for the icommanding ofHoers to 
declare who had difitiugiiished then^llliii^OBt, by giving in 
the names of such as merited second rewards, 

bn this occasion, each officer nniTi^np^Jp dj n d [;r d the first 
rank to himself, but to Themis'- 

todei, which was, in ^ superiority. 

was fsrther coiffiSF^S^the LaoedBemo^^njws,^ who 
panrM him in triumph to Eparta ; and having ad^ndged 



SECOND FERflIAK INTASION. 


the reward of vaJottr to their own cotmtryman, Enrybi'adea, 
adjudged that of wisdom to Themis'tocles. 2. They 
crowned him with oHve, presented him with a rich charidt, 
and conducted him with three hundred horse to the con- 
fines of their state. 3. But there was a homage paid to 
him that flattered his pride yet more ; when he appeared 
at the Olym'pic games, before all the states of Greece 
assembled, the spectators received him with uncommon 
acclamations. As soon as he appeared, the whole assem- 
bly rose up to do him honour ; nobody regarded either the 
games or combatants *, Themis'tocles was the only object 
worthy their attention. Struck with such flattering ho- 
nours, he could nut help exclaiming, that he that day 
reaped the fruits of all his ifeours. 

4. Mardo'nius, having passed the winter in Thessaly, 
led his forces in the spring into the province of Bceo'tia, 
and thence sent Alexan'der, king of Macedo'nia, with very 
tempting proposals to the Athe'nians, hoping by that 
means to detach them from the general interests of 
Greece ^ 5. He ofi’ered to rebuild their city, to present 

them with a considerable sum of money, to allow them to 
enjoy their ]^ws and liberties, and to bestow upon them the 
government of all Greece. 6. The Spartans were afraid 
that the Athe'nians might be prevailed on to accept these 
proposals ; they therefore sent ambassadors to Athens, in 
order to dissuade them from so base a conduct. 

7. The Athenians rejected the tempting offer of Mar- 
donius, and severely censured ihe Spartans for Bupposing 
that to secure their private interest they would desert the 

^ The Thebans, deserted the common caue^, 

added to their Mafdonius advice, which, bad he 

followed it, would moi^3H|iiBij^^baye reduced Greece under Ui power 
tlma ell the force of only," said they, " to bribe 

the leading men in the will divide each state 

into factions ; engage them when exhausted by mn- 

tual hostilities, they will readiW yaur demands." Inat^W 

following this detestable, though prudent advice, Mirdonlus proceeded 
u U related In the texL ^ 
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general oaeBe of Greece ; at tibe same time they entreated 
Iheir allies to join them as epeedily as possiblei in order to 
I’^iei a second invasion of Attica, which Mardo'nius, irri- 
tated at the Athenian obstinacy, would probably attempt. 

This conjecture was justided by the event. In a few 
weeks Mardo'nius, having’ broken up from his winter quar- 
ters in Thessaly, marched with all his forces directly 
towards Attica, where there neither fortress nor army 
capable of making any resistance. Messenger after mes- 
aenger was sent to claim the promised aid of Sparta, but 
all in vain ; that state, with the selfishness which charac- 
terizes and disgraces its entire history, neglected every sum- 
mons. They had completed the fortification of the Corin- 
thian isthmus, and having thfe provided, as they believed, 
for the security of the Peloponne'sus, they abandoned 
jmrthem Greece to the vengeance of the Persians. 

9. Deserted a second time by the confederates, the 
Athenians again retired to Salamis, and witnessed from its 
shores the flames that consumed their houses and temples. 
Every thing that had been spared in the first invasion was 
destroyed in the second ; but still the detenninaticm of the 
people was not changed. They even stoned Ly'cidas, 
a senator, to death, for daring to propose a surrender, after 
the example of C)rri8iluB, and his wife and children met with 
the same fate from the women. 

“ 10. The deputies from Platee'se aigTlIeg^ara united with 
the ambassadors from Athens in reproaching the Spartans 
for their dkgraceful abandonment of the common oaiftse. 
Hie Spartans for some time turned a tdeaf ear to their 
complaints, until at length the Athenians hinted the pro- 
bability of their being compelled to accept the oflfers of 
Mardo^nius, and pointed out to the Spartans how vain 
would be the wall across the isthmus, when the Persiim 
fleet, united with that of Athens« would triumphantly sweep 
Uie seas, and harass the coast of the Peloponne'sns. They 
Imibediately resolved to take the fleld, the difli'erent eouth* 
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em states were summoned to send in their contingents, and 
Pausa^nias, one of the Lacedaemonian kings, was appointed 
to the command of the combined forces. 

11. The Grecian army was now assembled to the num- 
ber of seventy thousand men. Of these five thousand were 
Spartans, attended by thirty-five thoneand Helots. The 
Athe'nians amounted to eight thousand, and the troops of 
the allies made up the I'est, With this army the Gredis 
resolved to oppose Mardo'nius, though at the head of no 
less than three hundred thousand men. 12. That general, 
fearing to be attacked in the hilly country of At'tica, 
where he could not avail himself of his great superiority 
of numbers, had lately returned into Bceo^tia, and en- 
camped his troops on the badks of the river -^so'pus. IS. 
Tliither he was pursued by the Grecians j but as neither 
side could begin the attack without encountering great 
difiadvantage, the two armies continued in sight of each 
other for the space of ten days, both equally eager for battle, 
and yet both afraid to strike the first blow. 

14. It was during this interval that a mutiny had nearly 
arisen in the Grecian army about the post of honour. All 
parties allowed the Spartans the command of the right 
wing ; but the TegBeans alleged that they were better 
entitled by their past services to the command of the left 
than the Athe'nians, who now occupied it. 15. This dis- 
sension might have ^^loduced very fatal effects, had it not 
been for the moderation and magnanimity of Aristei'des, 
who commanded the Athe'niajis, and who addressed him- 
self to the Spartans and the rest of the confederates in the 
following manner : — ” It is not now a time, my friends, to 
dispute about the merits of past services ; for all boasting 
is vain in the day of danger. Let it be the brave man’s 
pride to own, that it is not the post or station which gircs 
courage, or which can take it away. I head the Atlie'- 
nians ; whatever post you shall assign us we will mamtain 
it, and will endeavour to make our statioil, wherever we 
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ETC plaeedj the post of true honour and military glory 
We are come hither not to contend with our friends, but 
to fight with our enemies; not to boast of our ancestors, 
but to imitate them. This battle will distinguish the merit 
of each city ; and the lowest sentinel will share with his 
commander the honour of the day." 16. This speech 
determined the council of war in favour of the Athe'nians, 
who thereupon were allowed to maintain their former 
station. 

17. Meanwhile the Grecians, beginning to be straitened 
for want of water, resolved to retreat to a place where they 
might be more plentifully supplied with that necessary 
article. 18. Mordo'nius pursued them with great impeiu- 
onty^ but finding that they had taken a new position near 
the city of Platae^se he encamped in their neighbourhood. 
For several days he continued inactive, but when the 
Greeks were again forced to change their ground during 
the nighty he mistook the natural confusion of their retreat 
for a flight, and hastily attacked them in full assurance of 
victory, 19. His ardour, however, was soon checked by 
the Spartcms, who brought up the rear of the Grecian army, 
and whoj throwing themselves into a phalanx ^ stood impe- 
netrable and immoveable Eigainst all the assaults of the 
enemy. At the same time, the Athe'nians, being informed 
of theaattadk, quickly returned, and after defeating a body 
of Greeks in Persian pay, came to assistance of the 
Spartans just as these last had completed tbe overthrow of 
the enemy. For Mardo'nius, enr^ig^ at seeing his men 
give way, rushed into the thickest of the ranks in order to 
restore the battle, and was killed by Aim'nestus, a Spar- 
tan. 20. Upon this the wh<de army betook themselves to 
flight. Artaba'zus, with a body of forty thousand men, 
fleit towards the Hellespont : the rest retreated to their 
camp, and there endeavoured to defend themselvee with 


' A city of BoDotiai neti llouat Citkiiroa. 
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wooden ramparts ; but these being quickly broken down 
by the AthenianSi the confederates rushed in upon them 
with irresistible fury, and, eager to rid the country of such 
terrible invaders, sternly refused them quarter, putting up- 
wards of a hundred thousand of them to the sword. 21. 
Thus ended the invasion of Greece by the Persians ; nor 
ever after was an cmny from Persia seen to crofc the Hel'- 
lespont. We have already observed that Aristei'des com- 
manded the Athe'nians in this important action ; the Spar- 
tans were headed by Cleom'brotus, one of their kings, and 
their second monarch, Pausa'nias, was the commander in 
chief. 

22. The battle was no sooner over than the Greeks, to 
testify their gratitude to Heaven, caused a statue of Ju'piter 
to be made at the public expense, and placed in his temple 
at 01ym'pia^ On the right side of pedestal were en- 
graved the names of the several nations of Greece that 
were present in the engagement. The Spartans had the 
first place, the Athe'nians the second, and the rest suc- 
ceeded in order®. 

23. The successes of the Greeks were as rapid as they 
were important. On the very evening of the day on which 
the victory at Platae'se was won, another equally glorious 
was obtained at Myc'ale, on the coast of lo'nia. 24. After 
the defeat of Sal'amis, the remains of the Persian Heet re- 
tired to Sa'motiH the Greeks lost no time in pursuing 
them. The coofisderates pn this occasion were headed by 

V 

1 Now LoD^nico, a chy of Elis, where the Olympic gamea were 
celebrated. 

* No Booner had the rites of sepulture been afforded to the slain, 
trophies erected on the field of ba^tUe, and gratefiil offerings presented 
to the gods, than it was unanimously resolved to chastise the perfidioiu 
Thebans, who had leagued with the enemies of liberty to enslave tltsir 
country. Accordingly the confedersUe forces marched against'that 
resolved to raze it to the ground) but their anger was in some measure 
appeased by the cidzeni delivering up the traitors who had espoused the 
Persian cause ; these were conveyed to Corinth, and sacrificed to the 
manei of those who Had &Uen in the glorious contest. 

* An island in tihlt^lliehfpelagw 
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I>otych'^e, the spartan, and Xanthip'pua, the Athe'nian. 
25 . 'The Persians were no sooner informed of their approach, 
than, conscious of their own inferiority by sea, they drew 
up ^eir ships upon dry land at Myc'ale, and fortified them 
with a wall and deep trench, while they at the same time 
^otected them with an army of sixty thousand men, under 
the comm^d of Tigra'nes. 26. But nothing could secure 
them from fury of the Gh’ecians, who immediately com- 
ing on shore, and dividing themselves into two bodies, the 
Athe'nians and Corin'thians advanced directly on the plain, 
while the Lacedeemo'nians fetched a compass over hills and 
precipices, in order to take possession of a rising ground. 
27. But before these last arrived, the former had entirely 
put the enemy to flight, and, on being joined by the Spar- 
tans, soon forced their way through the Persian ramparts, 
and set all their ships on fire; so that nothing could be 
more complete than the victory now obtained. Tigra^nes, 
the Persian general, with forty thousand of his men, lay 
dead on the field of battle ; the fleet was destroyed ; and of 
the great army which Xerx'es brought into Europe, scarcely 
a single man remained to carry back the news of its defeat. 


Questions. 

], What followed the victory of Salamia, aad to whom were the great- 
est honours paid ? 

' 2 , What marks of distinction did they bestow on him ? 

3, What waa the most flattering homage hs received? 

4. What steps did Mardoniua take 2 

6. What were those offers? - y- 

6 . Was this pleasing to the allies ? 

7- What reply was made to. the proposal ? 

B. What was the consequence of this rejectiSfil f .‘f . 

R. Did misfortune incline the Athenians to listen to terms ? 

10 . What w^as the conduct of the Spartans ? 

lla What was the respective strength ollthe armies ? 

12. Whither did Mardonius retire ? 

13. Did the Greedans follow him ? 

14. What happened in this interval ? 

16. Who prevented the further progress of this misunderstanding ? 

1C. What was the consequence of this speech ? 

17 . What measures did the Greciana adopt? 
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IB. What was the consequence ? 

19 . Waa the attack succeagful ? 

20. Did his death decide the fortune of the day ? 

21. What waa the result of this victory ? 

22. How did the Greeks evince their gratitude to heaven for their suc- 

cess ? 

23. Were not the Greeks victorious in another quarter ? 

24. Relate the particulars. 

25 By what means did the Persians attempt to defend themselves f 
2C Did these precautions avail them ! 

27 What was the result of this attack ? 


CHAPTER VII. 

from the Victory of Mycale to the Peace concluded 
between the Greeks and Persians, 


SECTION I. 

And grieve not if the sons of atrife 
With calumny assail thy life, 

And shade its brightest scenes ; 

Wretches, by kindness unsubdued, 

Who see, who share, the public good, 

But cavil at the means. E, Moore. 


а. Det'rlraent, a. injury, 

4 . Dupli'city, a, double dealing, de^ 
ceit. 

б. Eatal iatc, v. to return like for like, 
fl. Conta'glon, a. infootion. 


Virulence, r. malignity (poison dui 
quality). 

11. Eph'orl, a. five powerful maglstratM 
of Sparta, who could check the 
authority of the kings, and even 
imprison them. 


1. No sooner ww the Greeks freed from the appre- 

hensions of* a forei^ foe, than they began to entertain 
jealousies of each and the first symptoms of this 

dangerous spirit appeared in a misunderstanding that took 
place between the Athe'nians and Spartans. (B. C. 478.) 

2. The former, with their families, being returned to tteir 
own couritty, began to rebuild* the city ; and as its date 
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state of wealoKss liad rendered it so easy a prey to the 
Persians, they now formed a plan for stren^hening and 
extending the walls, and giving it, fol* the future, a 
greater degree of security. 3. This excited the jealousy 
of the Lacedaemo'nians, who could not bear to see any of 
the other states of Greece upon an equal footing with 
themselves. They therefore sent ambassadors to dissuade 
the Athe'nians from this undertaking : but being ashamed 
to avow their real motive, they alleged the great detriment 
which those fortifications would prove to the general inte- 
rests of Greece, if ever they should fall into the bands of 
the enemy. 4. Themis'tocles, who then guided the coun- 
cils of Athens, at once saw through their design, and re- 
solved to meet their duplicity with equal dissimulation. 
He therefore told them that the Athe'nians would soon 
send an embassy to Sparta, and fully satisfy all their scru- 
ples ; and having procured himself to be chosen for this 
purpose, he by studied delays kept the Spartans in sus- 
pense, until the works were completely finished ^ 5. He 

then boldly threw off the mask, and declared that Athens 
was now in a -condition to defend herself against an^ 
enemy, either foreign or domestic ; that what she had done 
was perfectly consistent with the law of nations and the 
common interests of Greece; and added, that if any violence 
were offered to his person, the Athe'nians would retaliate 
upon the Spartan ambassadors who were now in their 
hands. 6. In consequence of this spirited conduct, the am- 
bassadors on both sides were suffered quietly to depart, and 
Themis^tocles, upon his arrival in Athens, was received as 
if he had been returning from a triumph. 

7. The confederates, being thus left at liberty to turn 
their arms against their foreign foes, instead of drawing 

* accompUih thij impq^nt undertaking, every penon, without 
dwtUkctidn, wu eiqploved in the work ; women, children, ttrangers, end 
id^vee^ netnexemi^t Arom their share of the lekouf} nor was it dir 
eu&dintfid, 'night er day, till it was completely finlihsdi . 
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their Bwords against one another, fitted Ofttt a powerftJ 
fleet. Pausa'nias commanded the Spartans ; the Athe'- 
nians were conducted by Aristei'des, and Ci'mon, the son of 
Milti'ades. They first directed their course to the isle 
of C/prus ^ where they set all the cities free ; but from 
some unknown cause the authority of the Persians was 
soon re-established in that island. Then, steering towards 
the Hellespont, they attacked the city of Byzan'tium^ 
of which they made themselves masters ; and, besides the 
vast quantity of plunder which they found in it, took a 
great number of prisoners, many of whom were of the 
richest and moat considerable families of Persia. 8. But 
whatever the Greeks gained upon this occasion in fame 
and authority, they lost in the purity and simplicity of 
their manners. The deluge of wealth poured in upon 
them from this quarter naturally tended to corrupt their 
minds ; and from this time forward neither the magistrates 
nor the people valued themselves, as formerly, on their 
personal merit, but merely on account of their riches and 
possessions. The Athe'nians, being a polite people, bore 
this change for some time with tolerable' moderatinn ; 
but the contagion immediately broke out among the Spar- 
tans with all its native virulence, 9. It seems to have 
inspired Pausa'nias, who was naturdly of a haughty and 
imperious temper, and who had forfeited the good opinion 
not only of the neighbouring states, but also of his own 
subjects, with the ambitious hopes of raising himself to a 
still higher rank He offered to deliver up Sparta, and 
even all Gree^, to Xerx'es, provided that prince would 
give him his daughter in marriage. 10. How long this 

^ An island Ih the Mediterranean. 

* Nowr OoDS^ntinople, the capital of the Turkish empire. 

* One proof of hie arrogance was his causing to be engraved on the 
golden Tripod presented at Qelpbi by the confederate states of 

the following inscription : “ Pausanias, general of the Greek#, 
destroyed Persian army, dedicated this memorial toAp^lW^^ 
was afterwards -erased, and a new inscription engraved by order 
Spartan government. ' 
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cotifipiracy ym^ carried on is uncertain : Fauaa^nias was 
twice tried, and twice acquitted for want of suficient evi- 
dence against him. The wicked means which he took to 
conceal hia guilt at length became the cause of his detec- 
tion. A slave whom be had employed to convey a letter 
to one of the Persian satraps, remembering that no formei 
^messengers had returned, opened the dispeitch, and found 
that it contained orders to put him to deaths b-s the best 
means of ensuring his secresy. He conveyed the letter, 
widiout delay, to the Spartan magistrates, who immediately 
made eyery preparation for . completing the proofs of the 
gnilt of J^BUM^nias previous to his arrest. 1 1 . But just as the 
E^Kori were upon the point of seizing him,, he took refuge 
in the temple of Miner'va, where the sanctity of the place 
preventing his being dragged forth, the people blocked up 
the entry with large stones, and tearing off the roof, left 
him to die of cold and hunger*. (B*. C. 475.) Thus 
perished the man who had led oirithe troops of Greece to 
victory in the battle of Plate'ee. 

12. The fate of Pausa^nias soon after involved that of 
Themis'tocles, who had some time before been banished, 
and lived in great esteem at Argos ^ 13. The occasion 

of his bemishment was this ; he had ijiit near his house 
a temple in honour of Dian'a, with this inflcription, " To 
Dian^'a, the goddess of good counsel ” thereby insinuating 
the. benefit his counsels had beam of to his country, and 
the ^ttle gratitude his feUow- citizens had shown in re^ 
warding, them. 14. He was now accused, not only 
hSuring been privy to the designs of Pausa'niaB, ^thout 
revealinglthem to the state, which part of the chaaige, in^ 
deed; seems to have been well founded, but likewise of 
having approved and favoured those designs, a crime of 
it appears he was altogether gmMeSB. 15. The 
Spartans, howeym*, who had always been, his enemies^ 

* It ii laid tho Bret atone was placed byi^ owb mother. 

* A dty in the Iforee* the capital of the fdiimt kingdom of Argok 



BANlSHlttETlT OP TlfEMlSTOCLES. 16T 

now declared themeelves his accusers before the assembly 
of the people of Athens : and those of his countrymen 
who had formerly either dreaded his power, or envied his 
popularity, joined in the general charge against him. 16. 
By these means the people were wrought up to such a 
degree of rage, that they clamoured for his death with 
great vehemence ; and persons were actually sent to seize 
and bring him before the general council of Greece. 17. 
Fortunately, however, he had notice of their design, and 
saved himself by a precipitate flight. He first* took r^uge 
in the island of Corcy'ra ^ Thence he repaired to Ihe court 
of Adme'tus, king of the Molos'sians but that prince not 
being able to afford him any long or certain protection, he 
at lELst went over to Sardis, where, throwing himself pros- 
trate before the Persian monarch ^ he boldly declared his 
name, his country, and his misfwtunes. 

18. “I have done/' cried he, “my ungrateful country 
services more than once, and I am now come to ofitr 
those services to you. My life is- in your hands ; you may 
now exert your clemency, or display your vengeance . By 
the former you will preserve a faithful suppliant ; by tho^ 
latter you will d^^roy the greatest enemy of Greece/' 

19. The king matwrliim no answer at this audience, though 
he was struck with admiration at his eloquence and intre- 
pidity ; but he soon gave loose to his joy for the event. 

20. He told his courtiers, that he conEklered the arrival of 
Themis'tocles as a very happy incident, and wished th^ his 
enemies would always pursue the same destructive pohcy of 
banishing from among them the good and wise. 

21. He gave him the revenues of three cities*^ for his 
support, and maintained him in the utmo&t affluence and 


^ Now Corfu, in the Mediteiranean. 

^ A people of Molos'sia, now Fundo'cia, in EpFrud. 

3 Artaxerxes Longimanua, so called from the extreme length of bis 
handa. . % ^ 

^ Magne^sia, Lamp'saculf and My'ua, in AaU Miner. 
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eplendour ^ It is that Buch was his interest at the 
Persian court, and so ^eat was the estimation in which he 
was held by all ranks of the people, that one day at table 
he observed to his wife and children, who sat near him, 
" Children, we should certainly have been ruined, if we had 
not formerly been undone," 


1. ^Dld those victories promote harmony among the Greeks ? 

2. What gave rise to this spirit ? 

3. What effect hod this on the Laced&ennonians ? 

4. Did the Athenians hearken to their persuasions ? ^ 

3. What conduct ^^TThemistocles adopt 7 

6. What was the bonsequence of this boldness 7 

7. What farther measures were adopted 7 

8. What were the consequences of this success 7 

'9. Who among the Spartans felt the influenoe of p^gnfperity mostt 

10. Did Fau^nias carry on his treason with impuluty 7 

11. 'What was his fate 7 

li. (Wfiks any op^ else involved ^ his ittin 7 

What ocoasioned the banishment of Themistoclea 7 
14. Of what was be now accused'? 

Its. By whom was he accused 7 
id. What was the consequence ? 

17. Did they accomplish their purpose 7 ^ 

16. How did Themistocles address the Persian 7 

19. What reception did he experience 7 

20. How did he express himself on the occasion f 

21. in what way^d he farther evince his satisfaction 7 


^ So great Was thp Joy of Artaxerx'es on seeing ThemU^tocles at his 
court, t^t he could not help repeatedly exclaiiiiing, even ir his sleep. 
** 1 h|ge got Themis'totles the Athenian.” 
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SECTION n. 

Second Persian War. 


Voices from thy country’s vines 
Meet thee ’midst the alien pines ; 

And thy true heart would not stay, 

And thy spirit died away. Mes. Hemans, 


S. Delib'crated, part, dsbated, con> I 11. Dis'aolatB, a. debauched, wicked, 
suited. I 


1. But nothing could erase from the breast of Themis - 

tocles the love he entertained for his country. Indeed the 
spirit of patriotism appears to have prevailed among the 
Greeks in a higher degree than among people. 

2. This was no doubt owing to the violent jfiMglejs they 

had been obliged to make in defence of couhtry- 

And perhaps it will be foxmd, that the value .we upon 
any thing is always in proportion to the pains we hav'e 
taken in acquiring or preserving it. 3. When Artaxerx'es, 
therefore, proposed fitting out an expedition against Athena, 
and entrusting the command of it to Themistocles, that 
patriot, rather than carry arms against tlA place of his 
nativity, put an end to his own life by poison. 

4. In the mean time, Aristei'des, instead of ^citing the 
jealousy of his countrymen by ambitious and interested 
views, continued every day to acquire a larger share of 
their esteem and veneration by his ijgfj^ty and love of 
justice. 5. So great indeed was to character in this 
respect, that when it was deliberated anumg the states of 
Greece who was the most proper person to be entrusted 
with the care of the public treasure, all eyes were fixed 
upon him as the most upright man to be found in the 
country ; and his discjmrge of this important oflBce, t6 
which he was immedim^ appointed, served to confirm 

1 
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tne high opinion the world already entertained of him. 

6. His merit in this particular was so much the greater, 
as he himself was extremely poor ; though it appears that 
he was voluntarily bo, as the following incident will evince. 

7, Callias, an intimate friend and relation of his, being 
summoned before the judges for some offence, one of the 
chief objections urged against him was, that while he rolled 
in affluence and luxury, he suffered his friend and relation, 
Aristei'des, to remain in poverty and want. But Callias 
appealing to Aristei'des himself, it appeared that he had 
generously offered to share his fortune with him, W'hich the 
other had absolutely refused to accept ; asserting, that he 
only might be said to want, who permitted his appetites 
to transgress the bounds of his income ; while he who could 
be satisfied with a little, rendered himself like the gods, 
who want for nothing. 

8. In this manner he lived, just in his public, and inde- 
pendent in his private capacity, imiversally esteemed and 
beloved by all who knew him. History does not acquaint 
us with the time or place of his death ; hut it bears the 
most glorious testimony to his character in telling us that 
he who had the absolute disposal of the public trea- 
sures died poor. 9. It is even asserted that he did not 
leave money ftiough behind him to defray the expense of 
his funeral, but that the government was obhged to bear 
the charge of it, and to maintain his family. His daugh- 
ter! were portioned, and his son subsisted, at the expense 
of the public ; and some of his grand- children were sup- 
ported by a pension equal to that bestowed upon the vic- 
tors of the Olym'pic games. 

10. The first man who began to make a figure at Athena, 
after the death of Themis^tocles and Aristei'des, was Oilmen, 
the son of Milti^ades. 11. In his eaiiiar years he had led 
a very iU89lut€ life : but Aristei'des ^^i^ceivmg in him, 
Rmtdst cdl his dissipation, the seeds of many great and 
good qualitaee, advised him to change hie conduct, and to 
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raise hia mind from the pursuit of low and ignoble plea- 
sures, ttr the ambition of directing the affairs of the state. 
12. He did so, and in a little time became equal to his fa- 
ther in courage, to Themis'tocles in sagacity, and not much 
inferior to his instructor himself in integrity. 13. Hia 
first military operations were directed against the coast of 
Thrace, whose conquest was greatly facilitated by the pre- 
vious capture of Byzantium. The only plaoes that made 
an obstinate resistance were Amphip^olis and E'ion, both 
situated on the river Stry'mon. Amphipolis was captured 
and given to an Athenian colony ; but Bo'ges, the govemcn: 
of E'ion, sooner than surrender, persuaded the garrison to 
sacrifice their wives and children, and to cast themselves 
and their property into a funeral pile, where he and they 
madly perished in the flames. 

14, With this signal act of despair terminated the domi- 
nion of the Persians in Europe, and the victors next 
directed their course to Asia, eager to restore liberty to the 
Greek colonies there. (B. C. 470.) Artaxerxes, the third 
son of the invader of Greece, was too much occupied in 
quelling domestic sedition, to make any effectual resistance 
to this invasion. Ca'ria and Ly'cia were subdued after a 
slight resistance, and the victorious army prepared for the 
invasion of Pamphyl'ia, Artaxerxes having at length sub- 
dued aU the competitors for his throne, directed his atten- 
tion to the protection of his empire. A powerful army 
was assembled on the banks of the Eurym'edon, and a fleet 
of four hundred sail, chiefly collected from Cili'cia and 
Phoenicia, was assembled at the mouth of the same river. 

15. The hostile fleets met off the coast of Cy'prus ; the 
Persians, confident in their superior numbers, were eager 
to engage, and the Greeks, elated by former victories, met 
them with equal vigour. After a fierce engagement, the 
Persians were tota&y defeated ; many of their ships were 
sunk, a hundred were taken, and the remabder fled tQ 
the harbours of Cyprus, whither they were pursued by the 

i2 • 
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victors. The terrified crews, being closel)' pressed, aban- 
doned their vessels, and thus in one day the navy erf Greece, 
was strengthened by the capture of nearly three hundred 
ships. 

16. The number nf prisoners exceeded twenty thousand. 
This circumstance, and the brief duration of the contest, 
suggested to the active mind of Ci'mon a stratagem which 
was put in execution on the evening of the same day. He 
stripped the prisoners of their robes, and, clothing his best 
soldiers in their attire, proceeded in the Persian galleys to 
the river Eurym'edon, where the news of the late battle had 
not yet arrived. The unsuspecting Persians saw them 
land without distrust, and prepared to receive them as their 
long-expected companions. But they were soon fatally 
undeceived ; on a concerted signal the Greeks, drawing 
their swords, feU with resistless fury on their astonished 
enemies ; unarmed, surprised, and broken, the Persians fell 
or fled on every side ; and before night had quite closed 
in, the army of Artaxerxes had shared the same fate as his 
navy had experienced earlier in the day. 

17. The plunder of the Persian camp amounted to an 
immense sura ; one-tenth was dedicated to Apollo, and a 
large proportion was given to Ci'mon, which he laid out in 
beautifying and adorning his native city. The war conti- 
nued twenty- one years longer, but was for the^ost part 
confined to predatory expeditions. The Athenians, under 
the guidance of Per'icles, had the art to persuade the ma- 
ritime confederates to pay an annual sum of money for 
the maintenance of the fleet. This contribution, at first 
voluntary, was soon converted into a tax, of which the 
Athenians claimed the sole management, and which they 
apfilied to serve their own interests. 

18. The conquest of the island of bo remarkable 

Tor the fertility of its soil and its appmt commercial 
situation, next engaged the attentiom^f^ ^ Athenians. 
But they were diverted from this object by their desire to 
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assist the Egyptians, who had thrown off the Persian yoke, 
and petitioned for the aid of the republic, in maintaining 
their independence. 19. The expedition destined against 
Cyprus was ordered to sail to Egypt ; and the insurgents, 
thus reinforced, obtained several brilliant victories. At 
length Megab/zus, the bravest general of Persia, was 
B€nt with overwhelming forces against the insurgents, 
whom he forced to raise the siege of Memphis, and to re- 
treat with their allies to the island of Proso pis in the Nile, 
where they were besieged in their turn. Megaby'zus soon 
after diverted the waters of the river into another channel, 
and thus opened a pas^ige to the island ; a proceeding 
which so astonished the Egyptians, that they surrendered at 
discretion. The Greeks, however, still held out, and ob- 
tained from the generosity or fears of Megaby'zus a capitu- 
lation, by which they wei:e permitted to retire, with their 
arms, to Cyre'n^, a Greek colony in Africa. 

20. Most of these brave men perished by disease and 
fatigue, in traversing the Libyan deserts ; and to complete 
the disaster, a fleet of sixty Athenian ships, which had been 
sent to assist the revolters, was surrounded by the Phce- 
nician navy, and destroyed near the spot which had already 
proved so fatal, though so honourable, to their countrymen. 

21. This misfortune, Eind the internal commotions of 

Greece, prevented the Athe'nians from undertaking any 
new enterprise for nearly seven years. At length they re- 
solved on subduing Cyprus, and thither Ci'mon was sent 
with a fleet of two hundred galleys. In this last campaign 
the son of Miltiades more than maintained his former 
fame. (B. C. 449.) He defeated the combined fleets .of 
Cili cia and Phoeni'cia, and captured one hundred galleys^; 
he took the cities of Male'n and Cit'ium, two of the strong- 
est in the island ; and* though disabled by a wound at the 
siege of the ^d siege to Sal'amis, a city said 

to have been in Cyprus by Teu'cer, the brother of 

A'jax. Artazerxes became now seriously anxious to obtain 

1 3 
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peace, and Cimon, who had always opposed negociationa 
with Persia, having died of his wounds, a treaty was con- 
duded on terms the most honourable to Greece. 

22. It was stipulated that all the Greek cities in Asia 
should be free ; that no Persian army should come within 
three days* march of the coast ; and that no Persian vessel 
should appear between the Cya'nean rocks, which lie at the 
northern extremity ^ the Thracian Bos'phorus, and the 
Chelido'niEin islands, situated at the southern extremity of 
Lycia ; thus excluding them from the entire iEgean Sea. 
Such was the conclusioa ^liiis memorable war, which, with 
little interruption, hid'liiilled a century. The same 

ma^animous rqmbl^thAt fiHfS^fcred to brave the resent- 
ment of the greatest Ctopire in the world, had the honour 
of prescribing the conditions ol^peace ; an important era 
in Greoiai^ history, which the Athe'nians ever after con- 
templated with pride, though they never attempted to emu- 
late its glory. 


Questions, 

1. Did Themistoclea league with the enemies of his country? 

2. To what was the pettiotism of the Greeks chiefly owing ? 

3. How did Theroistooles eviifce his patriotism 7 

4. How did Aristeides conduct himself? 

fl. What proof was given of the Estimation in which he was held ? 

6. What enhanced his merit 7 

7. Was Aristeides voluntarily poor? 

8. What lestimony does history bear to his character ? 

8. What proof# of his poverty have been related f 

10. Who became the head of the republic after Aristeides ? 

11. What was the character of Cimon in early life ? 

18. Did ht fellaw the advice of Aristeides ? 

13. What cities cbd Chnop subdue in Europe ? ** 

14t Did he obtain any signal successes in Asia ? 

14. How wM the Perdaii fleet destroyed? 

16. By what means did Cimon obtain a vioto^ both by sea and land 
on the saidi flay f w 

17- How was Attem enriohad by this WKr ? » ^ 

Ifl. What diverted the Athenian# from attacking Cyprus ? 

18. HoV did the war in Egypt terminate f 

S8> What iosM did tha A&ttiiaBa sustain in the 1S||pptian expedition t 
SI. How was the Persian king forced to sue for peace ? 

8S. On what conditions was peace made ? 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Fro^ the Peace with Persia to the Peace of Nicias^ 


SECTION I. 

I have had those earthly visions 
And noble aspirations in my youth, 

To make my own the miad of other men, 

The enlightener of nations ; and to rise 
I knew not whither — it might liie to fiUl. 

Byeok. 


], Mar'itinie, czd!j. poasBasing poi w 
the siia. 

3. Insur'gentB, t. people who up 

arms against their rulers. 

B. Naupau'tus, s. the modern Lepanto. 
Lo'crl Oz'dIs, s. a people In the 
BDUth->\e8t of Hellas. 



Qoda'tlon, a. a^aement. 
Sldefl, f. managed. 

f. calleil now the gulf 

ofTenlcC 

I IB. Inm'arate, a4j- strengthened by 
age. 


1. The war between Greece and Persia had checked with- 
out destroying the mutual jealousies between the leading 
states ; and when the power of their adversaries had been 
crushed at the decisive battles of Mycale and the Eurym'- 
edon, Spartej Argos, and Thebes, began to look with 
envy on the glory that Athens had obtained by these im- 
mortal victories. The Spartans in particular were enraged 
with themselves for having withdrawn so early from a war 
so productive of fame and profit to their rivals ; they were 
still more inefignant, because the maritime states, disgusted 
with the pride and tyranny of Pausa^nias, had withdrawn 
themselves from the protection of Lacedaemon, Eind chosen 
Athens as their guardian and their head. Twenty years 
before the peace with Persia the Spartans had determiaed 
to make war on the Athenians, but unexpected caJamitifip 
engaged their attention at home, and brought their state tg 
the very brink 6f destruction. 

2. Laco ma was laid waste by one of Hie most dread- 
fill earthquAis recorded in hiAory ; (B. C. 465.) the 
dty of Sparta was tumbled into minSf and twenty tbon- 
i4 
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Band of the inhabitants were destroyed. The descendants 
of the MesftenianB thought this a favourable opportunity 
to recover their independence; the Helots believed that 
the moment for recovering their liberty weis arrived ; both 
united in raising the standard of rebellion; and, seizing 
on the strong fortress of Itho'me, they spread terror 
through all Laconia. 3. This revolt, which is usually 
called the third Messenian war, compelled the Spartans, 
much against their will, to solicit the assistance of the 
Athenians, who were considered the most skilful of all the 
Greeks in conducting sieges. Their request was granted, 
but the strength of Itho'me baffled their united efforts, and 
the auxiliaries were sent home. This war continued ten 
years, and must have greatly exhausted the Spartan state, 
Bince at its conclusion very favourable terms were granted 
to the insurgents, (B. C. 489.) 4. It was stipulated that 

they should be allowed to depart with their wives, chil- 
dren, and property unmolested from the Peloponnesus. 5. 
The Athenians received the exiles with great kindness, and 
bestowed on them the city of Nmpa^/tuSf a sea-port on the 
Crissean Gulf, which they had a short time before taken 
from the Lo^cri OsfolcB, The fugitives repaid the genero- 
«ity of Athena by the most devoted attachment, nor had 
that city a more faithful ally than Naupactus during the 
Bubsequent wars. 

€. It has been already mentioned, that Argos had not 
Bsaiated in the defence of Greece agEiinst the Persians, and 
that Thebes had actually assisted the invaders ; the subor- 
dinate states of Argolis and Boeotia threw ofr their alle- 
giance to these capitals, and refused to submit any longer 
to states disgraced by cowardice and treachery. The Ar- 
^ves, after some vain struggles, could only succeed in sub- 
duing the little city of Myce'nae, which they razed to the 
ground ; the other communities being supported by the 
Bpartans, Buooeeded ^.maintaining their independence. 
But though it was interest of the LacedBemonians to 
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maintaiu the freedom of the Argive states, it Eeemed 
equally advantageous to support the supremacy of Thebes 
over the Boeo'tian state, and raise up a rival to Athens in 
Hellas. 7. A body of Spartan auxiliaries was sent to the 
assistance of the Thebaps, and the Athenians at the same 
time vigorously maintained the cause of the minor states. 
A body of fifteen thousand men, under the command of the 
Athenian general Myron^ides, totally defeated the com- 
bined forces of the Thebans and Spartans at Tan^agra, and 
established the independence of Bceo'tia. 8. The tvar 
vas however continued for some time longer ; the AtheniEin 
fieet ravaged the coasts of the Peloponnesus, and made 
t)ie Spartans lament that they had so rashly provoked the 
resentment of that republic ; but in the midst of these 
triumphs a rash attempt of the Athenian general Tol'midas 
to surprise Thebes having terminated in his death, and the 
capture of his army, both parties became anxious for an 
accommodation » (B. C. 445.) A truce was concluded for 
thirty years, for the pretensions and jealousies of the rival 
slopes prevented them from agreeing to a regular treaty. 

£. Ci'mon during his life used every exertion to restore 
and preserve peace between Athens and Sparta ; he was 
at the head of the nobility, whose assistance, added to his 
own militar}^ glory, made him at first the most influential 
man in the state. But he soon met with a formidable rival 
in Per'icles, the greatest statesman of antiquity. Though 
descended from an illustrious frmily, he pkced himself 
at the head of the popular party, and by his superior elo- 
quence wielded at will that fierce democracy.” — His 
military fame did not equal that of Ci'mon ; he was, however, 
second only to that illustrious general in the art of war ; 
but in political skill Pericles was unequalled, and he even 
had sufficient influence to procureAhe temporary banishment 
of his rival. The Boeotian war had been undertaken and 
prosecuted Wder his direction, and^ he concluded the truce 
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only to obtain leisure for the completion of still greater 
designs. 

10. Hie idands and colonies had, as we have already 
»6en, imposed a tax on themselves for the support of the 
war against Persia, which the Atheninns had converted 
into a regular tribute. The states soon became weary of 
such an usurpation, and attempted to throw off the yoke, 
but not acting in concert, they were successively subdued, 
and treated ^vith great severity. They were obliged to 
surrender their ships, to demolish their walls, to receive an 
Athenian garrison into their citadels, to deliver up the au- 
thors of the revolt, and send hostages to Athens os pledges 
of their future fidelity. Samos, the capital of the island of 
tiuit name, was the last that held out ; after a siege of nine 
months, it was talten by Per'iclee, and the inhabitants re- 
duced to slavery, (B. C. 440.) It k said that Periicles 
treated the conquered with great cruelty ; but the charge 
rests on very doubtful authority. The Athenians, however, 
did not make a very mcwierate use of their victory, and the 
pressure of their government on the conquered states was 
mcjreased rather than mitigated, after the revolt had been 
suppressed, Athenian magistrates were sent to govern the 
cities, and Athenian garrisons occupied the fortresses, Ad- 
dirional taxes were levied, and the public lands confiscated ; 
the states were obliged to submit, not only their mutual 
differances, but their domestic dispute^ and even private 
lawsuits, to the^ Athenian assemblies and tribunals. By 
this con^dete establishment of the supremacy of Athens 
over the isbnds and maritime states, Per^iclea was enabled, 
in the apace of ten years, to bring into the treasury a sum 
of neariy two millions sterling. But tlus power could not, 
from its nature, be long maintained; for Athens, from 
henceforth, was envied 1^ fta neighbours and detested by 
iU tributaries. 

II. The ridm that Pericles obtained in these expedi* 



DISSENSIONS IN' O^REEi^E. 


179 


tSona were fadthfalljr laid out in increasing the navy and 
ornamenting the city of Athena. The Par%enon ^ and 
Propylse'a, or entrance to the Acropohs, a view of which is 
subjoined, the most magnificent atructurea of ancient times, 
were erected and ornamented with the noblest specimens of 
sculpture and painting, 



The excellent harbour of the Pei'rseeuB^ which Themis'to- 
cles had commenced, was completed, and joined to the 
city by a line of fortifications called long wulh. In 
short, Athens had reached the summit of her greatness, and 
was indisputably ♦the most powerful, the most glorious^ but 
at the same tinac the most envied of the Ctoeeian states. 

12. While a general and growing, Jealousy against 
Athens was becoming daily more apparent, a dispute arose 
between Coi/inth and one of its colonies, which eventually 
involved all Greece in a general war. The island of Cor* 
cyra, now called Corfu, was celebrated for ite riches and 
fertility, even in the days of Homer ^ \ it had recmved a 
colony from Corinth, but was always treated by that state 

^ See Introduction, chapter II. 

* It is called Phsa'cia by Homer. 
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more as an ally than as a dependency. As their riches 
and power increased, the Corcyreans ^adually threw oil 
their allegiance to the parent-statei and even disputed the 
place of honour with the Corinthians, at the Olympic 
games ; they also sent out colonies of their own, and had 
several establishments on the shores of the Adriatic Sea, 
Of these, the most flourishing was Epidam'nus, (called 
Byrrachium in Roman History,) a city which they founded 
in Illyria. The barbarous tribes in the vicinity of Epidam'- 
nus had made inroads into its territory, and the citizens 
being unable to repel the invaders, applied for assistance 
to the parent-state ; but their entreaties being neglected, 
they applied to the Corinthians, who forthwith sent out a 
Isrge expedition, and took military possession of the co- 
lony. (B, C. 435.) 13. The Corcyre'ans were inflamed 
with fury, when they learned that the Corinthians 
had interfered in the affairs of their colony; they im- 
mediately sent a fleet of forty sail against Epidam nus, 
and closely blockaded the city. The Corinthians, on the 
other hand, prepared a powerful armament for its pro- 
tection, but their revv was defeated in a fierce engage- 
ment near Ac'tium^ in the Ambra'cian Gulf, and Epi- 
dam'nus, being left to its own resources, was forced to 
surrender. 

14. The Corcyre'ans, inflamed with success, continued 
for two years to make repeated inm^wons into the ter- 
ritories of Corinth and the southern states, with which 
that city was in alliance, until at length most of the 
Peloponne'sian states entered into a league for their chas- 
tisement. As Athens was then the most formidable naval 
power in Greece, both parties endeavoured to procure her 
assistance; and after some deliberation, the Athe'^uians, by 
the advice of Perides, entered into a defensive trea^ with 

^ Four hundred yeari after thii engasement a still more celebrated 
battle was fought near the same place, between the fleets of Antony and 

Au;;ui;tus. ' 
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the Corcyreana. 15. By the timely interference of the 
Athenian fleet, the Corcyrean navy waa saved from total 
destruction, after having been severely defeated by the 
Corinthians ; and the victors were forced to return home 
with their prisoners, enraged at the power which had pre- 
vented them from reaping the fruits of . their triumph. 
(B. C. 432.) The Corcyrean prisoners were treated at 
Corinth more like brothers than rebels ; we shall hereafter 
see how fatal were the consequences of this generosity to 
their native country. 

16. The Corin'thians, who dreaded the vengeance of the 
Athe'nians for the port that they had taken in the war, 
were not long in finding other employment for the forces 
of the rival republic. On referring to the map, the reader 
will see a wide-necked p%ninsula on the east coast of Ma- 
cedonia, between the Strymon'ic and Therma'ic gulfs ; 
this had been at a very early period occupied by several 
Grecian colonies, all of which Athena had forced to be- 
come her tributary confederates. Among these was Pot'- 
idsea, which had been originally a Corin'thian colony ; 
its citizens became weary of the Athe'nian yoke, and 
waited only for assistance from the parent-state, to assert 
their independence. A body of forces being sent from 
Corinth under the command of Aris'teus, the Potideeans 
were emboldened to declare themselves free, and to set the 
power of Athens ^ defiance. 17. The Athe'nians imme- 
diately blocked up Potidaea by sea and land, while the Co- 
rin'thians sent ambassadors to all the Peloponne'sian states, 
and especially to Sparta, urging the formation of a confe- 
deracy, to check a power whose* increasing strength and 
pretensions threatened the independence of all the .Grecian 
comm^ities. 

18. The deputies of another state, complaining of Athe'- 
nian injustice, had previously arrived in Sparta. We have 
already seen the circumstances under which the Dor'ic 
state of Megaris had been formed on the borders of Attica ; 
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their Ionic neighbours had always regarded them with 
jealousy, and Per 'ides even went so far as to propose and 
carry a law, excluding all the natives of Meg' ara from the 
ports and markets of Attica. To the Spartans, as the head 
of the Dor'ic race, the Megareans made their complaint, 
and dwelt strongly on this os a proof of the inveterate 
hostility which all members of their branch of the Hellenic 
race should expect from the lonians. 

19. The Spartans, after some hesitation, declared that 
the Athe'hians had violated their duty, and ought to be 
reduced to reason ; but wishing to preserve the appearance 
of moderation, they sent overtures for an accommodation 
to Athens, which they well knew would be indignantly re- 
jected. They required that the siege of Potidaea should 
be raised, the decree against Megara repealed, the inde- 
pendence of the islands acknowledged, and the descendants 
of those who had, in the almost forgotten ' affair of Cylon, 
violated the sanctuary of Minerva, be banished from the 
city. 20. The last singular clause was particularly 
levelled at Pericles, who was by the mother’s side de- 
scended from Meg'acles, a conspicuous actor in that ini- 
quitous transaction. 21. The aristocratic faction at Athens 
endeavoured to crush Per'icles during the storm of rage 
and terror which agitated the populace when these pro- 
posals were made ; but though they succeeded in procuring 
the banishment of some of his friends, the eloquent defence 
of Per'icles not only rescued him from the danger, but in- 
duced the people to dismiss the Spartan deputies. All hopes 
of peace were now destroyed, and both parties vigorously 
prepared for war. 

1, What Grecian states were Jealous of the glory of Athena f 

How were the Meuenlajis and Helots induced to revolt aPamt ths 
Spartans 7 

S. How long did this war last 7 


1 5m Chapter 111. Sect, I. 
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4 . On what condition was peKfce made ? 

5. What became of the Messenian exiles ? 

6 . How were Argns and Thebes punished for their conduct in the 

Persian war ? 

7 . By what battle was the liberty of Boeotia secured. 

R. How was this war terminated ? 

9. What was the character of Pericles ? 

10, How did Athens assert its superiority over the maritime states 7 

11. To what use was the wealth obtained in these wars applied ? 

]2. What dispute arose between the Corcyreans and Corin'thians 7 

13. How was Epidamnus forced to surrender? 

14. Which side did the Athe'nians take in this war? 

15. Was their interference advantageous to the Corcyreans 7 

16. How did the Corin'thians take revenge on the Athe'nians ? 

17 . To whom did the Corin'thians apply for aid 7 

1 8. Did any other state complain of the Athe'nians ? 

10. On what conditions did the Spartans offer peace ? 

20. Why was the clause about Cylon inserted 7 

21. How were the Spartan conditions answered? 


SECTION II. 

Mrst Peloponnesian War. 


So easy still it proves in factious times, 

With public zeal to^cancel private crimes. Drvden. 


1 Libera'tors, t. beatowers of freedom. 
4. Devasta'ted, d. laid waste. 

6. Formid'able, adj. causinf? terror. 

7. PeBtllen'tial, a^. spreading disease. 
10. Flck'lsneBS, f. love of change. 


13. Thucyd'ides, «. a ce]£br8tBd Greek 
historian. 

IG. Sortie', 1 . a sally from a besieged 
place. 


1 . The league whiuh was formed to humble the power of 
the Athenians included the most powerful states in con* 
tinental Greece ; Argos and Achaia were the only Pelo- 
ponnesians that did not join in the confederacy, and north 
of the Isthmus, the cause of t)ie allies was supported 
openly by the Macedonians and Thebans, while Beveml 
others were secretly devoted to the Lacedeemoniana, whom 
they Id^ed on as the liberators of Greece. The Athe- 
nians were supported by the Acamaniana, several of Uie 
Thessalian princes, some of the Thracian tribes^ and the 
little republics of Flats'se and Naupac'tus. The islands of 
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the iEgean, ond the Greek dlties in Thrace and Asia 
Minor, were rather the vassals than the confederates of 
Athens, and many of them were consequently very insincere 
in their support of a power by which they beli^ed them- 
clves oppressed. 

2. The war which now broke out was rendered more 
fierce and destructive by the collision of principles which 
it occasioned. The wealthy land-owners in all the Grecian 
states were favourable to the Spartan cause, which was 
identified with that of aristocratic government ; the lovers 
of democracy were eager for the success of Athens, the 
well-known patron of popular liberty. Thus not only was 
Greece divided against itself, but in every city and every 
petty state there were two parties who viewed each other 
with the fiercest enmity, and filled their communities with 
every crime that bitter party zeal could produce. To this 
was added the ancient hostility betw'een those of Ionic 
and Doric descent, which Athens and Sparta seem to have 
preserved to the latest period of their history. 

3. The war commenced by an ^attempt on the part of 
the Thebans to surprise the little city of Plataece, in which 
they were totally defeated. (B. C. 431.) Soon after 
the confederate army, amounting to sixty thousand men, 
under the command of Archid'amus, the Spartan king, 
assembled on the isthmus. Thence they proceeded to in- 
vade Attica, but lost much time in the fruitless siege of 
d/noe, a strong fortress on the borders of BcEo'tia. 4. This 
delay gave the Athenians time to execute the singular 
plan of defence recommended by Per'icles ; they laid waste 
their own fields and farms, sent into the city all their pro- 
visions and valuable effects, and then retreating as the 
enemy advanced, sheltered themselves within the extended 
fortifications that led to the Peiree'ens. The Spartans 
devastated the open country, but finding it impossible to 
provoke the Athenians to an engagement, returned home, 
severely harassed in their retreat by the cavalry and light 
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troops which Pertcles assembled for the purpose. 5. The 
Athenians amply revenged this invasion, by sending out a 
fleet to ravage the coasts of the Peloponnesus, which spread 
terror through the entire peninsula. At the same time they 
invaded the unfortunate territory of Meg'aris at the moment 
its inhabitants were preparing to gather in their harvest, 
and obtained immense booty. They also succeeded in cap- 
turing Nisaa'a, the sea port of Meg'ara, which they almost 
totally destroyed. For severed years the same operations 
were annually repeated, the Spartans, with an irresistible 
army, devastating Attica, and the Athenians with an equally 
formidahh navy, carrying terror to every part of Southern 
Greece. 

6. In the beginning of the next year the Lacedaemo'- 
nians invaded At'tica with as powerful an army as before, 
and the Athe'nians were once more obliged to take refuge 
within their walls. Bdt a more dreadful calamity than 
even that of war now began to visit the unhappy Athe'- 
nians. A plague, and one of the most terrible that is 
recorded in history, broke out among them. It is said 
to have begun in Ethio'pia, whence it descended into 
Egypt, thence travelling into Lib'ya and Persia, it at last 
broke like a flood upon Athens \ This pestilence baf- 
fled the utmost efforts of art ; the most robust constitu- 
tions were unable to withstand its attacks ; no skill could 
obviate, nor any remedy dispel the infection. The instant 
a person was seized, he was struck with despair, which 
quite disabled him from attempting a cure. The huma- 
nity of friends in visiting and attending the sick was as 
fatal to themselves, as it was useless to the unhappy suf- 
ferers. 7. The prodigious quantity of baggage which had 
been removed out of the country into the city increased 
the calamity. Most of the inhabitants, for want of better 

1 It first attacked those that dwelt in the Feiroe’eaB in so terrible i 
manner, that they imagined the Peloponne'siaos had poisoned tli^T 
wellft. 
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lodging, lived in little cottages, in which they could 
scarcely breathe, while the burning heat of the summer 
inflamed the malignity of the distemper. They were seen 
ronfusedly huddled together, the dead eis well as the liv- 
ing ; of the latter, some were crawling through the streets, 
some lying by the sides of fountains, to which they had 
with difficulty repaired to quench the raging thirst that 
consumed them. Their very temples were filled with dead 
bodies, and every part of the city exhibited a dreadful 
scene of mortality, without remedy for the present, or hope 
for the future. It seized the people with such violence 
that they fell one upon another as they passed the streets. 
It was also attended with such pestilmtial vapours, that 
the very beasts and birds of prey, though perishing with 
hunger round the waUs of the city, would not touch the 
bodies of those who died of it. Even those who recovered, 
received such a terrible shock, as affected the very faculties 
of their mind. It effaced the memory of all the occur- 
rences of their past lives, and they knew neither themselves 
nor their nearest relations, 8. The cause of the great 
havoc which the plague made among the unfortunate Athe'- 
nians was generally imputed to Pellicles, who by drawing 
such numbers into the city, was thought to have corrupted 
the very air. HippocVates, a celebrated physician of the 
island of Cos, suggested as a remedy to purify the atmo- 
sphere by kindling large fires ; this great man had been 
invited by Artaxer'xes to Persia, whither the pestilence had 
extended, but he declined the monarch’s splendid offers, 
declaring that he owed his skill to Greece rather than her 
enemies. 9. Yet, though this plague was raging within, and 
the enemy wasting the country without, Per'icles still conti- 
nued to think that they ought not to risk all their fortunes 
on the event of a battle. In the meantime the Laceds^ 
mo'nians, advancing towards the coast, laid waste the whole 
4JOuntry, and returned, after having insulted the wretched 
Athe'nians, already thinned by pestilence and famine. 
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10. It 18 not to be supposed that Per^iclea, the reputed 
author of these calamities, could long escape the popular 
resentment. In fact, he began to be as much hated by the 
people as ever he had been beloved, and they had actually 
deposed him from the command of the army; though actu- 
ated by that fickleness for which they were remarkable, they 
soon reinstated him, with more than former authority. 
But he did not live long to enjoy his honour. 

11. He had seen the members of his once numerous and 
happy family successively fall victims to the plague, and 
only in one instance had his fortitude failed him for a mo- 
ment. (B. C. 429.) At the funeral of his last son, Par'alus, 
he could not suppress the feelings of parental tenderness, 
and burst into a flood of tears ; but he soon recovered his 
composure, and bent his undivided energies to the service 
of the state. But his strength soon became unequal to the 
task ; in the third year of the war he was seized with a 
mortal disease; yet even then Athens engaged all his 
thoughts, and on his death-bed he continued to give the 
most judicious advice for the management of the war, and 
the treatment of the allies. 12. A little before he expired, 
his weeping friends were enumerating his many brilliant 
victories, and the wisdom with which he had administered 
the government, — " You forget,” said he, "the only Valu- 
able part of my character; no Athenian was ever forced, 
by any action of mine, to put on a mourning robe.” 13, 
Thus died the most illustrious statesman that Greece ever 
produced; he was ambitious for bis country and not for 
himself; he expended a princely fortune in the service of 
the public, and though he had the uncontrolled manage- 
ment of the revenue, he never was accused of converting 
the smallest portion to his own purposes. Thucyd'ideSt his 
political rival, bears the highest testimony to his abilitiea, 
by declaring, that had not the advice of Per'iclea been 
neglected, Athens would have baffled the utmost effort* ctf 
the confederates. His plan of waging an offensive war by 
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* Bea, and canfining the land operations to simple defence, 
must goon have ^dispirited the Peloponnesian allies, who 
suffered more severe injuries than they inflicted, and were 
held together by weaker ties than those which bound the 
members of the Athenian league. Unfortunately for them- 
selves, tlie Athenians, after the death of Periicles, indulged 
their passion for foreign conquests and distant expeditions, 
which broke their forces into separate fragments, and ren- 
dered them incapable of serving their friends or injuring 
their enemies in Greece and the islands, where, alone, the 
contest could be decided. 

14. The Lacedaemonians urged by the Thebans, under- 
took the siege of Platte'se, and the citizens, having sent 
their wives and children to Athens, retained a garrison only 
of four hundred Platae'ans, and eighty Athenians ; but 
with this inconsiderable force they baffled the entire army of 
the confederates for three years. (B. C. 427.) 15. While 

the siege continued, the Athenians suffered some reverses 
in Thrace, but this was more than compensated by a bril- 
bant naval victory obtained by a small squadron, under 
Fhonic'ion, on the west coast of Greece ; though at first 
defeated and forced to retreat by the superior forces of the 
Peloponnesians, he turned on his pursuers, recovered all 
his own ships, and took six of the enemy besides.^ 16. The 
«ege of Fl^tae'se had been turned into a blockade, and 
a strong lilie of fortifications drawn round the town. 
The lines of the besiegers equalled in height the walls 
of the town, and were strongly garrisoned, so that Platae'ee 
presented the most extraordinary aspect recorded in the 
annals of war. Mounds were extended from the lines to 
tltt city- walls, for the advance of storming-porties, as repre- 
sented in the accompanying view; but all attempts at 
assault were defeated, and the besiegers resolved to await 
the certain, though slow operation of blockade. With this 
design they strengthened their fines by the erection of 
towers, strongly garrisoned, and placed so near each otheri 
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that mutual aid could easily be afforded if the Flstaeans 
should venture on a sortie ; there was no reason to dread 
any attempt to raise the siege from without, because the 
Athenians were themselves shut up in their own city. 



At length half the garrison, with the loss of only a single 
man,. broke through the lines and escaped to Athena ; the rest 
surrendered to the Spartans, on condition that none should 
be put to death without a fair trial. 17, The trial granted 
them was a cruel mockery ; each was asked, had he done 
any service to the cause of the Spartans during the war ? 
and, as he answered in the negative, was slaughtered with- 
out mercy. Thus, to gratify their Theban allies, did the 
Spartans massacre a handful of brave men, whose courage 
and fidelity merited a better fate. 18. Nearly at the same 
time, Potidffi'a surrendered to the Athenians, and was occu- 
pied by new inhabitants. The expelled citizens retired to 
the neighbouring maritime towns, where they increased the 
enmity against the dominion of Athens. 

Questions, 

1. How were the Grecian states divided in the first Peloponnesian wtrf 

S. What circumstance embittered the hostility of the combatants I 

3. Hdw did the war commence ? 

4. Dill not the Athenians ^dopt a singular plan of defence ? 




190 


HISTORY OF GREECE. 


5> How WM the invasion of Attica revenged ? 

6. By what dreadfbl calamity were the Athenians soon after afflictecl 7 

7 . What circumstances made the plague particularly destructive? 

R Who is blamed for this ? 

9 . Did the Athenians lose their courage ? 

10. How was Pericles treated by his countrymen ? 

11. What caused the death of thU^ statesman ? 

12. To what did he refbr as the noblest trait in hia character ? 

13. What prooft are given of his wisdom and integrity? 

14. What siege did the confederates undertake ? 

15. Did any jemarkable events occur during its progress 7 

16. Did any of the PUtsans escape 7 

17 . What became of the rest ? 

16. How ^ the Athenians treat Potidsea ? 


SECTION III. 

First Peioponnesian War^ continue: 


Tengeance, deep brooding o’er the slain, 

Bad lock’d tl^ source q £ sofler woe ; 

And burning pride and high disdahi 

Forbade the rising tear to flow. Scott. 


I, Lesbos, f. Island in the JGgesn 12. Extolled, part, praised. 

sea; now 14. Blocka'ded, part, shut up and closely 

Corc7'ra, i. an Island in tbs Ionian watched. 

■ea: now Corfu, 21. Tribut'ary, adj. paying a tax. 

6. Aus'plceB, I. patronage. Aliena'ted, v. removed. 


1 . The revolt . 0 ^ and the sedition of Qorc\/ra, were 

the next most remarkable pccnnrences in the war. The 
Lesbians were, like the Thebans, of .^bhc descent, and 
^though treated by the Athenians with more leniency than 
the other colonies, were naturally disinclined bo submit to 
the degrading tribute which Athens required from all her 
dependencies. The better cl^ss especially were anxious to 
be received iilto the Pelopodlnesian confederacy, because 
the Athenians, according to their usual policy, hod trans- 
*^Srred ell ^owef from them to the people, 2. Their 
negotiations with Sparta were, however, betrayed, and 
'^the Athemans" immediately sent out a powerful fleet. 
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under Pa'ches, to reduce the rebellious islanders to sub- 
jection. The inhabitants of the neighbouring islands, 
actuated more by hatred of the Lesbians than love of the 
Athenians, sent considerable forces, and MityVeud, VAe 
capital of the island, was soon, dosely invested both by sea 
and land. 3. When the siege had continued several months 
the Spartans after many delays raised a fleet, which they 
entrusted to Al'cidas, a man every way unfitted for such an 
important command. (B. C. 427.) Instead of sailing to 
the relief of Mityle'ne, Alcidas employed his ships^ in plun- 
dering merchant- vessels and *murdering their crews ; he 
also levied contributions on several lo^nian cities pre- 
viously well inclined to revolt from the Athenians, but 
which the cruelty of the Spartans now confirmed in their 
allegiance, 

4. Salae'thiaa, the governor of Mityle'ne, beginning to 
despair of success, armed the populace, in order to make 
an assault on the Athenian lines ; but no sooner did the 
lower orders obtain possession of arms, than they made 
themselves complete masters of the city. This precipitated 
a surrender, Mityle'ne capitulated, on condition that none 
of the citizens should be enslaved or 'put to death, until the 
pleasure of the Athenian people was known. ^ 

5. A galley was immediately dispatched with the news 

to Athens, and an assembly of the people convoked to 
decide on the fete of the Lesbians. The rage gf the Athe- 
nians was violent, because they had distinguished the Les- 
bians by peculiar favours, and thus the crime of their re- 
bellion was heightened by ingratitude, Ck'on, a tanner, who 
had raised himself from the lowpit ranks of life* to be.. « po- 
pular lender, by the most audacioiLB p^ofliga^, still Norther 
stunulated their reBentment, and under l^s aalptcea, a de- 
cree was passed, thaat all the dtizenB of Mityle'ne shcR^ld be 
put to the sword, and the women and childzep sold sate* 
slavery. 6, Thu f^rocioos decree was propose!^ oeried, 
and sent ofl: m one day ; but the noght hetftf 
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thoughts into 4)^ popular mind. On the following morning 
a general feeling of regret was observable through the entire 
city, a new assembly was summoned, the former decree 
repealed, and a swift-sailing galley dispatched to prevent 
the execution of the fomfer. Fortunately, the messenger 
of mercy was not retarded by any unfavourable circum- 
stances ; the countermand arrived before Patches had made 
any preparations to execute his previous orders, and the 
citizens of Mityle'ne were rescued from danger almost as 
soon as they heard' of its existence, 

7. We mentioned in a fo*rmer section, that the Corin- 
thians had treated their Corcyre'an captives with great 
clemency ; having thus attached them to their interest, they 
now sent them home, trusting that by their influence Cor- 
c/ra might be detached from the Athenian alliance. (B. C. 
427.) The restored captives left np art untried for the 
purpose, but the popular leaders being firm in the Athe- 
nian interest, their eflforts were unsuccessful, until they 
opponents in the senate-house. This 
gave a temporary triumph to the aristo- 
cratic faction at Corc/ra, and was followed by an unpro- 
voked attack on the general asseitihly of the people in the 
midst oj their pe^eful dehberations, A fearful massacre 
of the populace ensued, the* streets of Corcy'ra were 
flooded by the blood of the citizens. But the people being 
reinforced by the slaves, and even by the women, rose 
agunst their oppressors, and eventually remained victorious. 
8. 'Hus civil commotion continued for two years, both par* , 
ties emulatfiig each other in barbEurity and treachery, untiT 
at length the arrival of an A^enlan 'fleet, under the com- 
mahd hf Euryit^edoi^and Soph'odes, decided the victory in 
favour of tife pemple. (B. <5. ’4^25.) 9. The opposing party 

surrendered on terdiB, but "being mduced by a treacherous 
.nrtiflce of Jthw oountrymen to violatfe tiic conditions of 
the capituktiom they were all rutjilepsly massacred. 10. 
Ihua ended the sedition of Corcy'ra, but its effects continued 


assassinated i then 
detestableTOUrder 
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long to be fatally experienced in Greece. advocates 

of aristocracy and democracy began from tma time forward 
to look on each other as enemies^ and were eager to decide 
their differences with the swords rather than the tongue. 

11, The fleet which had arrived at Corcy'rawaa destined 
against Sicily, which being chiefly colonized by Dorians, 
was naturally disposed to assist the Spartans ; we shall 
hereafter see its efl^ects on that island, at present we must 
direct our attention to its operations in southern Greece. 

12. Demos'thenes, whose courage and ability have been -so 
highly extolled by his illustrious relative of the same name, 
had been entrusted with the command of the Athenian 
auxiliaries in Naupac'tus ; he was at first defeated by the 
^to'lians and Ambra'ciots who had espoused the cause of 
Sparta, but he soon retrieved his losses, and by two splendid 
victories completely established the superiority of the 
Athenian allies. When the term of his command was 
expired, he solicited and obtained permission to serve as a 
volunteer in the 'fleet that sailed for Corc/ra, -^^^Jeave to 
employ the Messe'nians, by whom he was EmcoSpSuiied, in 
any enterprize which might advance the public service. 
As the fleet on their return from Corcy'ra sailed along the 
south-westerfi shores of the Peloponne'sus, the Messe'nians 
could not avoid bein^ affected as they viewed the shores of 
their beloved country, and at length they determined on 
effecting a landing at Py'los, the modem Navarxno, which 
was supposed to have been the seat of Nestor's kingdom. 
This design, though encouraged iDy Demos^thenes, was at 
first opposed by Eurym'edon ; but the fleet being-forced intp 
the harbour by stress of weather, the sailors for their 
Eimusement assisted the Messe'niana in the erection a 
fort, Eind so^igjMious were their exertions, tl^t4n six days 
Fylos was sufficiently strong* to maintain a si^ge, 

13. As Fylos was but fifty miles fronv^par^ tbe inlui* 
bitants of that city were naturally alarmed by the vicinity 
of the enemy, and still more by the reflection, that mimi « 
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cf their slaFes being of Messe^nian deficenti would be in- 
clined to join the Pylian garrison. 14, As soon, therefore, 
ai the SQuadron of Eurym'edon had departed, Pylos was 
closely besieged by a Spartan army, its harbour blockaded 
by the confederate fleet, and a numerous garrison selected 
from the bravest Spartan soldiers placed in the island of 
Sphacte'ria, which commands the entrance of the Pylian 
bay. Demos'thenes, who remained as commander of the 
Messenians, with difficulty maintained his post for three 
days, but at the end of that time, the fleet of Eurymedon 
returned and relieved him from his embarrassment. 15. 
The Spartan fleet was totally defeated, and the soldiers 
in Sphacte'ria were now blockaded in their turn. This led 
to some negotiations which the pride of the Athenians 
rendered abortive ; they trusted that the capture of the 
troops in the island, who were composed of the first rank 
of the Spartan citizens, would enable them to dictate peace 
on their own terms. 



«, todfloUloBi PmIHom o# tb« Sputmt In Spliao- 

Ajnny orf>«i&otth«iiei. terla. 

0, Hftt ifatpi dnwn up «d h. Atbeaiu and i. Bpirtau fleet lo Um 

4. ftpBitaii flaet attacking Demoithenea, of battle, 
it Ah old oaatle< 
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16. But the conquest of this little island was a matter 
of no small difficulty : the soiaiers under the command of 
Demosthenes were too few to make ^HictD^y certain, and 
Sphacte'ria, being densely wooded and full of defiles, 
might easily be defended ; besides Pylos itself was closely 
watched by the Spartans, and the Athenians were, in fact, 
besieged, as well as besiegers. * 

17. When the news of these circumstances reached 
Athens, the people were in great commotion ; Cle'on, 
deeming this a favourable opportunity for calumniating his 
rival Nic'^ias, declared, that, if he were a general, Sphac- 
teria should soon be compelled to surrender.” Nic^'ias was 
the leader of the aristocratic party, which had been all 
along opposed to the war ; he was besides of a prudent and 
almost timid disposition, and therefore but little inclined 
to attempt on enterprize so hazardous as an attack upon 
Sphacte'ria. To the boasts of his opponent, he replied by 
an offer to resign the office of general in his favour. Cle'on, 
who was, like all boasters, a notorious cowEurd, refused the 
ofl^er ; but the Athenian multitude, delightud at seeing him 
caught by his own artifices, insisted that Cle'on should be 
their general, and he found himself obliged to comply. His 
impudence, however, did not forsake him ; he advanced into 
the middle of the assembly, and declared, that within 
thirty days he would bring' all the Lacedaemonians in 
Sphacte'ria prisoners to Athena. 18. This boast was re- 
ceived with shouts of laughter ; but a combination of events 
enabled Cle'on to fulfil his promise. An^ accidental fire 
destrtiyed the wood which had hitherto protected the rear 
of the Spartans, and when they retreated to a comer of 
the island, the Messenians ascended the precipitous rocks 
which commanded their rear, and thus, after a gallant re- 
sistance, tiiey were forced' to surrender themselves prison- 
ers. Cle'on * returned to Athetis in triumph, and claimed 

* 

* Aristophanes, the celebrated comic poet, mode this Btrahg* orenC 
the subject of one of his best comedies. 

r* K 2 
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the entire merit of the Buccess which of right belonged to 
Dcmos'theneB. 

19. In the following year (B. C. 424.) the Athenians 
made the important conquest of the island of Cythe'ra, 
which being situated on the south coast of Laconia, enabled 
them to ravage the enemy's shores in security. 20. At 
the same time they sent a large force to Boeo'tia to. assist 
the states which had conspired against Thebes ; the plot 
was discovered by accident, and the Athenians prepared 
to retreat, after having seized and fortified the little town 
of De'lium. In their retreat they were intercepted by the 
Thebans, and defeated with considerable loss ; soon after 
which De'lium was forced to surrender. 21. But a new 
and unexpected calamity more efl^ectually changed the tide 
of the Athenian good fortune ; Olyn'thus and several other 
maritime states in Macedonia suddenly took up arms to 
check the naval power of Athens, and having been joined 
by the princes of the country, aent to Sparta for assistance. 
Bras'idas, one of the bravest generals that Sparta ever pro- 
duced, and the only one who united a character for strict 
integrity to his fame for courage and skill, was sent to 
their assistance with a strong detachment. He traversed 
the entire of northern Greece before the Athenians could 
take any measure to check his progress. On his arrival, 
he proceeded to attack all the tributary confederates of 
Athens, and in a few months, either by force or persuasion, 
he alienated from her alliance the principal maritime states 
in Thrace and Macedon. ^ 

22. This misfortune inclined the Athenians to peace, and 
the Spartan nobility, envious of the glory obtained by Bra- 
sidas, were not averse to an accommodation. A truce for 
a year waa agreed on between the republics ; but at the 
end of that period, Cle'on persuaded his countrymen to 
tend him with an armament againtt Amphip'olis S whose 


^ A dty on the river Btrymon, In Thrace : see map. 
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loss the Athenians felt most sensibly. 23. The Spartan 
general made the moat judicious preparations for his recep- 
tion, and Cle'on, totally ignorant of military affairs, fell 
into an ambuscade, where hia army was routed with great 
slaughter. (B. C. 421.) This success was counterbalanced 
by the death of both the generals ; the fall of Cle'on was 
an advantage greater than victory to the Athenians, while 
nothing could compensate the Spartans for the loss of 
Brasidos ; he was interred with military honours, hut the 
deep grief cf the allies, who wept over his grave, was the 
noblest tribute to his memory. 

24. The battle of Amphip^olis removed the principal 
obstacles to a peace. Nic"ia8, who had opposed the war 
from the beginning, found the Spartan king, Pleisto'anax, 
equally disposed to moderation. Conferences were held ; 
and after some brief delay, a treaty for fifty years was con- 
cluded between Athens and Sparta, on the basis of mutual 
restitution, and that all things should be placed in the 
same state as they were before the commencement of tha 
war. But this peace contained within itself the elements 
of future discord, for as no provision was made for the 
minor states, the allies of both, and especially those of the 
Spartans, were justly indignant and discontented. 

Questions, 

1. What induced the Lesbians to revolt 7 

2. To whom was the command of the expedition against Lesbos given 7 

3. How did the Spartan admiral behave 7 

4. What compelled the governor of Mitylene to surrender ? 

6. Did the Athenians pass a severe decree against the revolters 7 

6. Was the barbarous edict put into execution 7 

7. What detestable crime kindled a civil war in Corcyra t 

8. How was this war terminated? 

.9. Did the Corcyrean populace take revenge on the nobles 7 

10. What were the consequences of the Corcyrean civil war ? 

11. Why were the people of Sicily inclined to favour the Spartans 7 

12. What remarkable enterprize was undertaken by Demosthttiea and 

the Messenian exiles 7 

13. Why did the garrison at Fylos alarm the Spartans 7 

14. Where did the Spartans station a garrison to control Fylos ? 

15. To what inconvenience were the Spartans in Sphacteria subjected f 

16. Why did pot the Athenians immediately ronquer SphacterU I 

K 3 
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1 , 7 . U(Ml€r what ittange inrcumitancss was Cleon appointed to take the 
command at Pylos ? 

IB. By what accident did Cleon succeed ? 

IB. Did the Athenians capture any other island ? 

20 What led to the defeat at Delium? 

21. Whom did the Spartans send to aid the revolters in Thrace and 

Macetlon ? 

22. How was peace prevented ? 

23. What remarkable persons fell in the battle of Amphipolis ? 

.24. On what condition was peace concluded between Athens and 
Sparta ? 


CHAPTER IX. 

I^rom the Peace of Nicias to the End of the 
Peloponnesian War. 


SECTION I. 

Discord ! dire sister of the slaught’ring power, 

Small at her birth, but rising every hour, 

While scarce the skies her horrid head can bound, 

She stalks on earth and shakes the world around : 

The nations bleed where’er her step she turns, 

The groan still deepens and the combat burns, 

Homer. 


B. Subsequent, a. following. 10. Plmipoteii'tiarieB,.f. negoclatora for 

5. VerBatility, j. facility In changing a prince or state, invested with 

character. full power to treat. 

0. Eior'bitant, a. extravagant, un- Veracity, s, truth, 
bounded. 


1. Trbatibs of peace, however solemn or sincere, are 
but feeWe barriers ag-ainst the interests, the inclinations, 
or the prejudices of rival states, or even against the ambi- 
tious views of those that have the chief directii^ of their 
councils. This was fatally experienced in that, 

notwithstanding their late agreement, soon after broke out 
between the Athe'nians and Spartans, not to promote the 
welfare or advance the power of people, but merely 

to gratify the pride and vanity of feibrades, who was now 
become the most popular man in Ath^. 2. The cha- 
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racter of this extraordinary man was a strange -comfKJund 
of great virtues and great wices. From his father Clei'nina, 
he received a large fortune, and all the advantages of edu- 
cation which Athens could afford. The servile adulation 
of those by whom he was surrounded made him long the 
slave of vicious pleasure, until a perusal of the works of 
Homer awakened his ambition. 3. Soon after, he had 
the good fortune to attract the nottice of Bot/ratee, and 
the lessons of that celebrated philosopher greatly contri- 
buted to enleu-ge his mind. Soc'rates is said to have saved 
the Life of his pupil at the battle of Potidae'a, and Alcibi'- 
ades to have performed a similar service to his master at 
Delium ; these circumstances naturally strengthened their 
union, but unfortunately the philosopher incurred more 
disgrace by the subsequent crimes of his disciple, than 
Alcibi'ades derived benefit from the lessons of So(/rates, 
4. Equal to Per'icles in abilities and ambition, Alcibi'ades 
wanted the integrity and patriotism of that illustrious 
statesman ; he thought more of himself than of his coun- 
try j he was actuated by selfish motives in all the objects 
at which he aimed, and unscrupulous in the use of the 
means by which they might be obtained, 6. He was 
equally remarkable for his versatility i amidst the philoso- 
phers he spoke eloquently in praise of virtue, and in a few 
moments would stand the leader of the worst dissipation 
amid his wild companions; at Athens he courted the 
favour of the people by specious professions of his love of 
liberty ; at Sparta he was the devoted admirer of the in- 
stitutions of Lycurigus ; in Asia he pracstiaed the refined 
luxuries' of the East, and in Thrace cheerfully adopted 
the bailjaTous habits of its inhabitants ; — in all places he 
displayed abilities and ingenuity, but also— fatally for Kb 
country and himself — dishonesty. 

6. The family of H^cihi^ades had been conneotod with 
the l 4 ced 8 emomaiis m former times, and ^he reaohed to 
renew the intimacy. For this purpose he showed all the 
X 4 



200 


HISTORY OF GREECE. 


kindness in his power to the prisoners who had been taken 
at Sphacte^ria, but the Spartans despising his youth, re- 
jected all his advances, and placed all their confidence in 
Nic"ias. Irritated by this preference, Alcibi'ade-s resolved 
to take revenge on Nic^ias and the Spartans together by 
exciting the Athenians to renew the war ; a project which 
the Spartans themselves facilitated by several flagrant 
violations of the late treaty. 

7. The first step he took for this purpose was to insti- 
gate the people of Ar'gos to break with the Lacedaemo'- 
nians, assuring them, that, if they did so, they should soon 
be supported by the whole power of Athens. 8, Indeed 
every thing was in a fair way for a treaty between the 
Athe^'nians and Argives, when the Lacedaemonians, who 
far surpassed all the other Greeks in dissimulation, having 
heard some account of these negociations, sent ambassa- 
aors to Athens, to remonstrate, and invested them with 
fall power to settle all matters in dispute in an amicable 
manner. This commission seemed to satisfy the council, 
to whom it was first communicated ; and the people were 
to assemble the next day, to give the ambassadors an au- 
dience. 9. Alcibi'ades, fearing that this would mar his 
schemes, had recourse to the following artifice. He con- 
trived to have a private conference with the ambassadors, 
and persuaded them, under the colour of friendship, not 
to let the people know at first what full powers they pos- 
sessed, but merely to intimate that they came to treat and 
make proposals ; for that otherwise the people would grow 
exorhitant in their demands, and endeavour to extort from 
them such unreasonable terms as they could not with ho- 
nour consent to. 10. The stratagem succeeded. The 
umbassadors, believing him sincere, withdrew their confi- 
dence from Nic"ias, and reposed it in him ; and the next 
day, when tht people were assembled, and the inbassadors 
introduced, Alcibi'ades, with a very obliging air, demanded 
of them with what powers they were come. They made 
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answer, that they were not come ae plenipotentiaries. Upon 
which he instantly changed his voice and countenance, 
and, reproaching them for their falsehood and prevarication, 
bid the people take care how they transacted any thing 
with men on whose veracity they could have so little 
dependence. 11. The people dismissed the ambassadors 
in a rage j and Nic"ias, knowing nothing of the deceit, 
was confounded and in disgrace. To redeem his credit, 
he proposed being sent once more to Sparta ; but not 
being able to obtain such terms as the Athe mans demanded, 
they immediately, upon his return, made a league with 
the Argives for a hundred years, including the Ele'ans and 
Mantinei'ans ; which yet did not expressly cancel that 
with the Lacedeemo'nians, though it was plain that the 
whole scope of it was levelled against them h 12. Upon 
this new alliance Alcibi'ades was declared general, and 
though even his best friends could not commend the 
method by which he had accomplished his designs, yet it 
was looked upon as a great stroke in politics thus to divide 
and shake almost all Peloponne^sus, and to remove the 
war BO far from the Athe'nian frontier, that even success 
would profit the enemy but little, should they be con- 
querors j whereas, if they were defeated, Sparta itself 
would hardly be safe 

13. The Spartans, however, were determined to crush 
the evil in the bud ; and accordingly, drawing out their 
whole force, both of citizens and slaves, and, being joined 
by their allies, they encamped almost unde^ the walls of 
Argos. The Argives were not slow in meeting them ; 

^ By this treaty Athens, instead of Lacedsmon, became the leading 
power in Greece, and the head of the Peloponne'sian confederacy. 

* Notwithstanding the treaty subsisting between the Athe'niana and 
I^acedeemonians, the former thought fit to lay siege to Epidau'rua, a 
Iftde republic in alliance with Sparta. The Spartans took the field in 
behalf of tb'yr friends, and obtained a considerable* victory over the 
Athenians. Soon after the Argives, renouncing tbeir alliance with 
Atheni, joined the Spartans, and compelled the Athe'Etians to rdSae the 
alege. 
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immediHtely marched out and ofiered them battle. 
But juflt as the two armies were g-oing to engage, a truce 
was concluded for four months, as a previous step towards 
an amicable settlement of all diflPerences. 

14. The Athenians did not, however, confine their en- 
tire attention to the Peloponne'aus, but strenuously ex- 
erted themselves to recover their former influence in the 
colonies and islands. 15. Expeditions were sent against 
the revolted states in Thrace and Macedon ; the inhabi- 
tants of the captured colonies were treated with great 
severity, but this, though it produced a momentary terror, 
created, also a fierce spirit of enmity, whose eflects Athens 
soon after bitterly experienced. (B. C. 416.) 16. Among 

these enterprizes, the expedition against the island of 
Melos, one of the largest and most flourishing of the 
Cy'clades, was pre-eminently distinguished by its daring 
injustice. 17. The island had been originally colonized 
by the Spartans, and for seven hundred years had main- 
tained its independence ; but now the excellence of its 
harbours, the convenience of its situation, and the fertility 
of its soil, had excited the cupidity of the Athenians, and 
^ ambassadors were sent to demand its submission. 18. The 
Melians, after having vainly remonstrated against such a 
tyrannical demand, flatly refused to become the tributary 
confederate of any state, and war was forthwith declared. 
The Peloponnesian states looked on carelessly, while the 
Athenians assailed the island, and the Me^lians thus de- 
serted, wer^ subdued after an obstinate resistance ; the 
conquerors treated them as if they had been rebels, slaugh- 
tering all the men, and reducing the women and children 
to slavery. 

Questions. ^ 

1. By whose iHflasnce was the treaty of NldM brokta f 

2. What was the character of Aldhiadet 7 

3. From whom did he roceive inatrueflons t 

4. How did he differ from Pericles ? 
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5. Whftt trait in the character of AldbiEkdas wsa pardcularly remark- 

able ? 

6. Why did he dislike the Spartans ? 

7> How did Alcibifldes proceed to rekindle the 'war ? 

8. Did the Spartana send to remonstrate ^imt the league betweea 
Athens and Argos ? 

'9. How did Alcibiades deceive them V 

10. Was this artifice successful ? 

11. In what manner did the Athenians behave ? 

1^. Why was Alcibiades celsbrated for his policy in this tranmction ? 

13. How did the Argive war terminate ? 

14. What object particularly engaged the attention of the Athenians 7 

16. How were the revolters treated ? 

16, Where is the island of Melos ? 

17, Had the Athenians any claim to it ? 

18, What became of the Melians ? 


SECTION II. 

Athenian Expedition to Sicily* 


Shall we too bend the stubborn head 
In freedom’s temple born, 

Dress our pale cheek in timid smile 
To hail a master in our isle, 

Or brook a victor’s scorn ? ScoTT. 


11, Pccu'niary, a, relating to money. 

12. Dlepar'lty, a. inequality. 

Frecar'lous, a, uncertain, 

16. Liba'tloDB, f. the act of pouring wine 
on the ground In honour of some 
deity. Figuratively, the wine so 
poured out. It Is called libation, 
&om the Latin word libo, to pour 
out In sacrifice. 


19. Detach'lng, pari, sending off from 

the rest. 

20. Tradu'ce, v. to represent as blame- 

ahle, to calumniate, to defame. 
Genres, r. the goddess of agriculture. 
22,'Contu'mao7, a, a wilful disobe- 
dience to a legal summons ; per- 
veiBenesB, obstinacy. 
CDn'fiscated, part, transferred to the 
state, forfeited to the king. 


1. A N£w expeditdon was soon after undertaken by the 
Athe^nians, as unjust as that a^inst the Melians, but 
whose fatal termination seemed a merited retribution for 
the evUs inflicted by unprincipled ambition. This was the 
celebrated invasion of Sicily, which proved the entire ruin 
of the Athe'nian power. 

K 6 
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2. llie greater part of Sicily was colonized by the D</ - 
rians, but some of the lo'nians had also obtained settle- 
ments in the country. 3. Sy^racuse, the chief of the Do'ric 
cities, was founded by Archi'as a Corin'thian. (B. C. 732.) 
It was beautifully situated in the east of Sicily, and was 
divided into four districts, Ortyg'ia, Acradi'na, T>^'cha, 
and Ne^'olis ; which, bke London, Southwark, and West- 
uainster,^ were looked on os separate towns. A rocky dis- 
trict on the north side, Ramed Epip'olse, was a weakly 
fortified suburb, which, however, in some measure com- 
manded the town. In the accompanying plan^ to which 
the will have frequently occasion to refer in the 

course^Sf this and the following section, the successive 
stations occupied by the Athe^nians, during the siege, are 
marked by the numbers 1, 2, and 3. 



4. Sy'racuse soon attained to such a height of prosperity, 
that, as we have already seen, its sovereign Gelon claimed 
the command of the united Grecian forces in the Persian 
war. In the wars with the Carthaginians, the ^ Syracusans 

^ See Hist. Miscellany, Part II. Chap. I, 
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were found to be the most vigorous defenders of SioSian 
independence ; but the fame that they thus acquired in- 
duced them to claim for themselves a supremacy over the 
other states, which they were unwilling to grant. 5. The 
lo^nian colonies, being few and weak, applied for the pro- 
tection of Athens, and the ^ fleet which decided the civil 
war in Corcy'ra was sent to their assistance. fear of 

the Athe'nian power induced the Dor'ic states to cease from 
harassing their lo^nian neighboiA, but at the same time it 
led to an union of aU the Sicilian cities, for they justly 
dreaded the ambition of a maritime power that had already 
become the mistress of the eastern seas of Europe. ^ 

6. This union was principally effected by the ^Jfifluence 
of Hermoc'rates, a Syracu'san, equally celebrated for valour, 
wisdom, and eloquence ; but mutual jealousy prevented it 
from being permanent, 7. In a very few years the Syra- 
cu'sans besieged and took Leon'tium, treated the inhabit- 
ants with great severity, and prepared to attack the 
Egestans, who had been allies of the Leontines. 8. The 
Egestans applied for assistance to the Athenians, and gave 
a very exaggerated statement of the pecuniary resources 
which they could command. By the prudent advice of^ 
Nic'^ias, commissioners were sent to Egesta, to enquire into 
the truth of these representations ; and to these the crafty 
Sicilians exhibited large sums as their own, which they had 
borrowed from their neighbours. ^9. The deputies on their 
return made such a favourable report, that the Athe'niona 
immediately resolved to succour the Egestans, an armament 
was ordered to be got ready with the greatlest expedition, 
and the command was entrusted to Nic'^ias, Alcibi'ades, and 
Lam'achus ; who had directions not only to succour the 
allies, but also to regulate the affairs of Sicily in such a 
manner, els might best suit the interests of the republic. 

10. Nic'^ias was extremely uneasy at his being appointed 
to this command, partly because’^ disapproved of the 
1 See the last section of Ihe preceding chapter. 
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itself, but chiefly because be was joined in commisaion 
mith Alcibi'ades. But the Athe^nians thought it necesBary 
to temper the ardour and impetuosity of the one, with the 
'CoohieBB and deliberation of the other. Nic^^ias, therefore, 
not daring to oppose the war openly, endeavoured to do it 
indirectly, by repreBenting the great number of difficulties 
with which it would be attended. 11. He said, that a 
fleet would not be euflicient; that a land army muet like- 
wise be raised, and BubsAed at on immense expense ; for 
as to the pompoufi promises made to them by the Eges^- 
tons, these might probably fail them at a time when they 
stood most in need of pecuniary aid. 12. That they 
ought to weigh well the great disparity between them and 
Ihe enemy with regard to the conveniences they would re- 
spectively enjoy ; that the Syracusans would be in their 
own country, in the midst of powerful allies, disposed by 
indiuation, as well as engaged by interest, to assist them 
with men, money, horses, and provisions; whereas the 
Athe'nlans would carry on the war with a remote country, 
possessed by their enemies, where in winter, news could 
not be brought from home in less than four months : a 
country, where all things would Oppose the Athenians, 
and nothing be procured but by force of arms. That, if 
even the expedition succeeded, it would not be productive 
cf the mighty advantages expected from it; and, if it 
iailed, it would reflect eternal disgraoe upon the Athe'nian 
name : and that, for his own part, he was determined not 
to go. unless he was supplied with every thing necessary 
for cairying on the war, as he would not depend upon the 
caprice or precarioux promises of allies. 13. This speech, 
however, instead of cooling the ardour of the Athe^nians, 
os Nic^'ias expected, served only to inflame it more : and 
orders were immediately given for raising as many troops 
and fitting out as many galleys as the generals thought ne- 
cfifisary; and the levies accordingly were carried on in 
Athens, and other places with incredible spirit. 
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14, When the neceasary preparatioDB were competed, 
the generals resolved to set sail immediately, after having 
appointed Corcy'ra as the place of rendezvous for most of 
the allies, and such ships as were to carry the provisions 
and warlike stores. (B. C. 415.) All the inhabitants of 
Athens flocked by daybreak to the port of Peirse'eus, in 
order to behold this mognifioent sight. It was, indeed, a 
spectacle well worth their curiosity; for neither Athens, 
nor any other city of Greece, llld ever fitted out so grand 
and gallant a fleet os the tjiiesent. 15. The city had 
furnished a hundred galleys, ihat is, sixty light ones, and 
forty to transport the heavy-armed soldiers. Every mariner 
received a daily drachma, or ten pence English, for his pay, 
exclusive of what the captains of ships gave the rowers of 
the first bench. 16. When the ships were loaded, and the 
troops embarked, the trumpet sounded, and solemn prayers 
were offered up for the success of the expedition. Gold 
and silver cups were filling every where with wine, and the 
accustomed libations poured out ; the people, who lined 
the shore shouting at the same time, and lifting up their 
hands to heaven, to wish their fellow citizens a good 
voyage and a successful expedition. 17. And now the 
hymn being song, and the ceremonies ended, the ships 
sailed and soon arrived at .^EgiW. Thence they made for 
-Corc/ra, where the army of the allies was assembled with 
the rest of the fleet. Here the commanders reviewed th^ 
forces, and found them to consist of one hundred and thirty- 
four ships of war, with a proportionate number of tnu»^ 
ports and tenders. The heavy-armed troops exceeded five 
thousand men, the slingers and archers probably doubled 
that number; the cavalry however was very deficient, 
there being only thirty horses provided. Ambassadors 
were sent to open a market for provisioiiB and other sop- 
plies with the Greek states in the south of Italy, but as a 
refusal could scarcely have been anticipated, it was not 
deemed necessary to wait for their return. It was suboe- 
quently discovered that this confidence was misplaced, and 
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the Greece -Italian, like the Sicilian states, justly 
dreaded the ambition of the Athenians. From Corc/ra the 
expedition sailed direct to Sicily ; on the west coa^t of 
which Syracuse stood, as will be seen in the accompanying 
map. 



18. Upon their arrival at ' Sicily, the generals were di- 
vided in their opinions with regard to the place where they 
should make a descent. Lam^achus was for sailing di- 
rectly to S/racuse, and attacking the town before the inha- 
bitants had time to recover from their first consternation. 

19. But his proposal was rejected, and it was thohghl more 
expedient to reduce the smaller cities first. Det^ching^ 
therefore, ten galleys, to take a view of the harbdur and 
situation of Sy^racuse, they landed with the rest of their 
forces and surprised Cat'ana. 

20. In the meantime the enemies of Alcibi^ades took 
advantage of his absence to traduce his character, which, 
indeed, was sufficiently open to attack. A little before 

* While they lay at Hhegium, in Italy, they received the unwelcome 
tcenunt of the cheat that had been put upon them by the people of 
^^sta, who, 10 far from being able to defray the expenlefl of the war, 
were wretchedly poor, the whole property of the state not exceeding 
Mven or eight thousand pounds. 
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hifl departure, the atatuea of the Her^mcs all through Athena 
were mutilated in one night. The impious levity of Alci- 
bi^ades exposed him to suspicion, as the author of this out- 
rage ; and to this was added the still more heinous charge 
of having profaned the mysteries of Ceres. 21. This was 
suihcient to induce the giddy multitude to recall their 
general ; but for fear of exciting a tumult in the army, 
they only sent him orders to return to Athens, that he 
might pacify the people by his presence. Alcibi'ades pre- 
tended to obey the order with great submission ; but, re- 
flecting on the inconstancy and caprice of his judges, he 
no sooner reached Thu'rium S than he disappeared, and 
the galley therefore returned without him. 22. For this 
act of contumacy, he was condemned to death, his whole 
estate was confiscated, and all the orders of religion were 
commanded to curse him. Alcibi'ades, on hearing of this 
severe proceeding, exclaimed, “I hope one day to make 
them senile that I am still alive !V 23. He retired to 
Sparta, where he soon gained the confidence of the rulers, 
by strictly conforming to all the laws of Lycurgus. Thirst- 
ing for revenge, he used his powerful genius in planning, 
and his influence in procuring, the execution of those wise 
measures which subsequently terminated in the min of 
Athens. 

24. The 'Syracu'sans had by this time put themselves 
in a posthre of defence, and finding that Nic'^ias did not 
advance towards them, proposed to attack him in his camp ; 
and some of them asked in a scoffing way, whether he was 
come into Sicily to settle at CaFana ’ ? Roused by this 
insult, he determined to show them that he was deficient 
neither in courage nor conduct. He was afraid, however, 
of attacking the place by land for the want of cavalry; 
and it was almost equally hazardous to make a descent by 

^ A town of Luca'nis, in Itsljr- 

* A town it the of Mount Etne, remarkable for the 

dreadful to which it hmd been lubjected by the cruptionj of 

that volctitf^^ 
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sea; ncvertheleMj he choee the latter method, and succeeded 
in it by a strata^m. 25. He had gained a citizen of Catana 
to go 08 a deserter to the Byracu'eane, and inform them, 
^thcat the Athe'nians ley every night in the town without 
their arms ; and that early in the morning on a certain day 
appointed they might eurprise them, seize on the camp, with 
all then* arms and baggage, bum their fleet in the harbour, 
and destroy their whole army. ■ The Syracu'sane gave credit 
to this intelligence, and marched with all their forces towards 
Cat'ana, which Nic'^ios was no sooner informed of than he 
embarked his troops, and steering away for B/racuse, 
landed them there the next morning, and fortified himself 
in the outskirts of the town. 26. The Syracu^sans were so 
provoked at this trick being put upon them, that they imme- 
diately returned to S/racuse, and presented themsel/es 
without the walls in order of battle. Nic'^ias marched out 


of his trenches to meet tham, and a very sharp action en- 
sued, in which the Athe'nians at length got th% better, and 
forced the enemy back to the city, after having killed two 
hundred and sixty of them and their allies, with the loss of 
'fifty of their own men. They were not, however, yet in a 
'Condition to attack the place, and therefore took up their 




quarters at Nax'us and Cat'ana. 


1. What unjust expedition did the Athenians undertake? 

^ Ry wdiom was Sicily coloniasd ? 
fl. How w&s Syracuse situated ? 

4. What caused Syracuse to be considered the chief of the Sicilian 

cities 7 

5. What was the consequence of the interference of the Athenians in 

the affairs of Sicily? 

€, 'Who was the chief promoter of^he Sicilian union T 
How was this union dissolved 1 
'R. Did the E^stans deceive the Athenians? 

J0. ^hat genendi were appointed to manage the Byncuatn war ) 

10. Did any of them wish to decline the situation ? 

11. What arguments did Nicies use? 

12. Wu there mny disparity between fhe forces ? 

13. Waa the reasoning of Nicias successful? 

14 . What was the appointed place of rendezvous T 
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Ifi. IVhat wu the amount of the forces jent on this expedition f 

16. In what manner did the fleet depart 1 

17 . Whither did they first steer ? 

18. What proposal was made by X^machus ? 

19. Was it adopted ? 

20. What charges were brought against Alcibiades in his absenci; r 

21. Did he return to stand bis trial ? 

22. How was bis contumacy punished ? 

23. Whither did Alcibiades go? 

24. What enterprise did Nicias undertake? 

25. By what stratagem did he succeed ? 

26. W hat was the result of the ensuing battle ? 


SECTION in. 
Siege of Syracuse, 


Extended empire, like expanded gold, 

Exchanges solid strength for feeble splendor. 

JOUNSUN. 


8. Deign, V. condsecend. I 22, Inetricvable, a. Irrecoverable, Irri* 

. I parable. 


1. Next spriDg, having received a Bupply of horee from 
Athens, together with provisions and other warlike stores, 
Nic/^ias resolved to block up the place both by sea and 
land. The first thing he did for this purpose waa |o take 
possession of Epip'olEc, a high hill which command^ the 
city, and could only be ascended by one very steep Eind 
oraggy passage. 2. The Syracu'sans were bo sensible of 
the importance of this post, that they did every thing in 
their power to prevent his seizing it ; but Nic"ias landed 
his troops io eecretly, and so suddenly, that he made him- 
self master of it before they were aware. He even re- 
pulsed atbody of seven hundred men who were coining to 
dislodge him, killing three hundred of them, together with 
their leader. 3. Here he built a fort, and began to invest 
the town in such a manner as to cut off all communicatioa 
between it and the country. In the course of this work 
several sldnnkhefl happened, in one of which Lam^aduu 
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was slain, bo that the Bole .command now devolved upon 
Nic'^iaa. 4. The Syracu'aans made another attempt to 
regain this post, while the Athenian general was sick in 
bed, .in the fort, with only his servants about him. 5. But 
when he found the enemy were forcing his entrenchments, 
he got up, ai^d fiet fire to the engines, and other wood that 
lay scattered about the fort ; which not only served as a 
signal to his Qwn troops to come to his relief, but so terri- 
fied and confounded those of the enemy, that they retreated 
into the city. 

6. From this time Ni(?'ias began to conceive great hopes 
of taking the place, the rather eis several of the other cities 
of Sicily came over to his interest, and supplied his troops 
with all kinds of provisions. 7. The Syracu'sans, on their 
sid^, seeing themselves blocked up both by sea and land, 
and despairing of being able to hold out much longer, 
were already beginning to think of a surrender, nay, they 
had actually summoned a council to settle the terms of a 
capitulation, when, to their great joy and surprise, because 
contrary to their expectation, they saw Gylip'pus, the La- 
ced«mo'nian general, arrive with a force that soon relieved 
them from all their fears ; and in a little time reduced the 
Athe^nians to a more deplorable situation than that in 
which they themselves were before placed ^ 8. Gylip'pus, 

conscious of his own strength, and perhaps a little actuated 
by Spartan pride, sent a herald tu the Athe'nians, to ac- 
quaint them that he would allow them five days to leave 
Sicily. Nic^'ias did not to give any answer to this 

proposal, and both sides, therefore, prepared themselvefi for 
battle. 

9. In the first engagement the Spartans wore defeated, 
chiefly on account of the narrowness of the ground where 


' It WAi chiefly owing to the influence of Aldbiadef, who wm ex- 
tremely active in revenging the injustice which. he had experienced from 
hb countrymen, that these Spartan euccours #ere eent. Corinth like* 
wIm, it hb Initigation, aubt^ in the defence of Syrsmue. 
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they fought, which was between the two walla that the 
Athe'niana had raised to invest the city ; and as this pre- 
vented Gylip'pus from extending his lines, or making use 
of his horse, the Athe'nians got the better. 10. Gylip'pus, 
however, had the magnanimity, or rather, indeed, the good 
policy, to take the whole blame of the mSoarriage upon 
himself. He declared that he, and not his men, was in 
fault ; and that he would soon take an opportunity of reco- 
vering his honour and their own. 11. Accordingly, the 
very next day, attacking the enemy in a more advan- 
tageous spot, he obtained over them a more complete vic- 
tory than they had gained over him : so much does the 
event of a battle depend upon the nature of the ground 
where it is fought. 

12. Nic'^ias, being oy this means obliged to act upon 
the defensive, took possession of Plemmy'rium, near the 
great harbour, where he built three forts, and almost shut 
himself up in garrison, as the Lacedsemo'nians were now 
considerably strengthened by a reinforcement they received 
from Corinth. 13. In this state of affairs, he truns- 
mitted to Athens a most melancholy account of his pre- 
sent situation, informing his countrymen, that, instead of 
besieging the Syracu'sans, he himself was now besieged by 
them, and their allies ; that the towns revolted from him, 
the slaves and mercenaries deserted, and his troops were 
employed in guarding the forts, and bringing in provisions, 
in which last service many of them were cut off by the 
enemy’s horse. 14. He added, that, unless a reinforcement 
was sent him, equal to that with which he had originally 
set out, it was in vain to think of attempting any thing 
farther; and, at all events, he begged that he himself 
might be recalled, as his health was so much impaired as 
to render him incapable of going on with the service. 15. 
To the last part of his request, however, the Athenians 
would by no means consent ; but they resolved to send 
out Eurym'edon and Demos^theues with firesh iuppliet ; 
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the former nnmediftteTy, vdth ten galley«, tml the other 
early in the spring, with a stronger force. At the same time 
they appointed Menan'der and Euthyde'mus as assistants 
to Nic"ias ; and these* immediately joined him. 

16. But Gylip'pus was determined to be beforehand with 
the Athe'nians, and to crush, if possible, the force they 
now had in Sicily, before the succours should arrive. For 
this purpose, he persuaded the Syracu'sans to hazard a 
battle by sea, while he should endeavour to storm the forta 
of Plemmyr'ium. 17. The former part of the scheme 
failed ; the latter succeeded. The Athe'nians had only 
sixty ships to oppose to eighty of the Syracu'sans ; but, as 
they were greatly superior to them in naval skill, they at 
last got the better, though victory seemed at first to incline 
to the side of the enemy. The Athe'nians lost three ships 
in the engagement ; but the Syracu'sans had nine sunk, 
and three taken. 18. In the mean time, Gylip'pus attack- 
ing the forts of Pleram/rium, while many of those who 
defended them were gone to the shore, in order to view the 
sea-fight, he carried the largest of them by storm ; and 
this so intimidated tHe garrisons of the other two, that they 
immediately abandoned them. 

19. Elncouraged by this success, he resolved to repeat 
his blow before the arrival of the Athe'nian succours. He 
therefore persuaded the Syracu'sans to; venture another 
batde by sea. They did so, and with 8 l^ter degree of 
good fortune than had attended them on the former occa- 
rion. 20. would willingly have declined this en- 

gagement ; but he was over-rtded, or rather over-per- 
suaded, by hie two colleagues, Menan'der and Euthyde'- 
muB. The Athe^nisoofi had seventy-five galleys, the Syra- 
co'sans^ eighty. 21. The first day the two flB& continued 
in sight of each other, without coming to a general en- 
gagement, and only a f^ skirmishes passed between 
them. The Byracu'sens didt not the least motion 

the second day. But on the third day they oame up much 
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Booner than usual, when a great part of the day was spent 
in skirmishing, after which they retired. 22, The Athe'- 
nians, not imagining they would return again that day, 
did not keep themselves in readiness tp receive them. But 
the Syracu'sans, having refreshed themselves in great haste, 
and gone on board their galleys, attacked the Athe'nians 
unawares, and in a little time threw them into irretrievable 
confusion. 23. These last, indeed, would have received a 
much more severe blow, had they not tien shelter behind 
their transports, which had been previously drawn up in a 
line to protect them. They lost, however, on this occasion 
seven galleys ; and a great number of their soldiers were 
either killed or taken prisoners. 


Questions, 

1. What were the first operations of Nicias in the ensuing spring ? 

. 2. Was this post well defended ? 

3. What works did he construct, and what loss did he sustain ? 

4. Did the Syracusans repeat their attempt? 

6. How did Nicias act in this emergency? 

6. What was the consequence of this success ? 

7. Were the Syracusans dispirited, and what happened to encourag* 

them ? 

6, What was Gylippus’s first measure ? 

9, What was the event of this battle ? 

10. On whom did the blame fail ? 

11. Did he fulfil his declaration ? 

12. What was the consequence of this victory ? 

13. What report did Nicias make of his situation ? 

14. What further did; be urge ? ‘ 

15. Were his reqnoA complied with ? 

16. How did Gylippus endeavour to render these succours useless ? 

17. Were hia plans successful ? 

IR. What was his success by land ? 

1 9. Did he pursue his advantages ? 

20. What induced the Athenians to hazard this engBgpmcnt f 

21. What took place on the first day ? 

22. How were the Athenians thrown off thrir guard F 

23. Was their Joss great 7 
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SECTION IV. 

Destruction of the Athenian ExpediUon, 


Like the leaves of the forest, when summer is ^een, 

The host with their branches at even were seen ; 

Like the leaves of the forest, when autumn has blown, 
That host on the morrow lay wither'd and strown, 

Byron. 


.1. Preclp^ltancy, t. improper haste. 12. Fhenoin'enon, i. extraordinary ap- 
0. Pan'lc, I. causeless fear. pearance. 

6, Dlvul'ged, pari, made known, ro- 13. Suspen'd, v. to delay, to put off. 
vealed. 


1. While Nic'^ias ^as reflecting with grief upon hia pre- 
sent unhappy situation, and looking forward with terror 
to the still more melancholy prospect that lay before him, 
he waa relieved from all hia uneasiness by the arrival of 
Demos'thene^ fleet, which now came forward in great pomp 
and splendour. (B. C. 413.) 2. It consisted of seventy- 

three galley8^lf4m board of which were five thousand fight- 
ing men, and above three thousand archers, slingers, and 
bowmen. All the galleys were richly decorated, and their 
prows adorned with costly streamers ; they were manned 
with chosen rowers, commanded by experienced officers, 
and furnished, at a vast expense, with aU iorts of warlike 
iii6tniD||entB at that time in use. As they approached the 
shore, ^ Ihe sound of trumpets, mixed with repeated shouts, 
and loud acclamations, made the whole city resound. This 
air of pomp and triumph Detnosthenes purposely affected, 
to strike terror into the enemy. . 3. This was a force, 
which* if properly managttit might have tamoi the scale of 
victory yet once more in favour of the Athe'nians ^ut, by 
the precipitancy of Demos'thenes, and the other generals, in 
opposition to the more cautious measures recommended by 
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Nic'^ias, it only served to heighten their disgrace and the 
enemy’s triumph. 

4. It was resolved, in a council of war, to attack the 
town immediately : and, as a previous step, to make them- 
selves masters of Epip'olse. 5. In their first assault upor 
this place, which was made by night, they stormed the 
outer entrenchment ; hut as they were advancing toward! 
the second, they were suddenly attacked by the forces o 
the cit)’, which had marched under arms out of their lines 
and were supported by Gylip'pus. 6. These, however 
being seized with- a panic, increased by the darkness 
were soon put to flight ; but a body of Bceo'tians who fol- 
lowed them, made a more vigorous stand, and, marching 
against the Athe'nians with their pikes presented, repulsec 
them with great slaughter. 7. This spread a universal 
terror through the rest of the army : those who fled, eithei 
forced along such eis were advancing to their assistancCj 
or else, mistaking them for enemies, turned their arms 
against them : they were all mixed indiscriminately, it 
being impossible, amidst the horrors of so (|^k a night, 
to distinguish friend from foe ; and death w4s frequently 
inflicted by that hand, from which, in the i|ay- time, pro- 
tection would have been received. 8. The Athenians 
sought for each other to no purpose ; and from their often 
asking the word, by which only they were able to know 
one another, a strange confusion of sounds was heard, 
which occasioM^ no little disorder; not to mention that 
they by this meeins divulged their watch-word to the 
enemy, and could not learn theirs ; because, by their being 
together, and in a body, they had no occasion to repeat 
it. 9. In the mean time, those who were pursued threw 
themselves from the tops of the rocks, and n^y were 
dashed to pieces by the fall ; and as most of thosq who 
escaped straggled up and down the fields and woods, they 
were cut to pieces the next day by the enemy's horse, 
who pursued them. 10, Two thousand Athenians were 

L 
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Blain in thk engagement, and a great quantity of anna 
were taken; those who fled having thrown them away, 
that .they might he the Letter able to escape over the pre- 
cipices. 

11. Thus were at once blasted all the flattering hopes 
which the Athenians had conceived on the arrival of De- 
mos^thenes ; and Gylip'pus having soon after made the 
tour of Sicily, and brought in with him a great number of 
fresh troops, acquired by that means such an undisputed 
superiority over the Athenians, that, convinced of their 
utter inability to make any further head against him, they 
resolved immediately to abandon the island, and return to 
their own country ^ 12. But just as they were upon the 

point of embarking, (wholly unsuspected by the enemy, 
who never supposed they would quit the country so spon,) 
the moon was suddenly eclipsed j and as this was a pheno- 
menon, with the real cause of which they were utterly 
unacquainted, they concluded it to be a prodigy or portent, 
and therefore dreaded the consequences. 13. It had been 
customary, upon former occasions to suspend the execution 
of any enterprise for three days eifter such an accident hap- 
pened : but the soothsayers being now consulted, said that 
the Athenians must not sail till nine times three days were 
past, which doubtless was a mysterious number in the 
opinion of the people, 14. Nic''ias, scrupulous to a fault, 
and full of a mistaken veneration for those blind interpreters 
erf the will of the gods, declared that he^^uld wait a whole 
revolution of the moon, and not set sailUtl the same day of 
the next month. 

15. The Syracu^aans, however, being informed of the 
mtended departure of the Athenians, were determined not 
to let them retire in peace, andp if possible, not at all ; but 

* Nlcias, who dreaded the vengeance of a populace t)y unex- 

peded reTorseH, at fint oppoood this measure, tynsdng^^^Hfce Byracu- 
B«n#, whose resources he knew to be exhausted, would p^ipose terms of 
accommodatioiL At length, however, a pestilence broke out in the 
tenp, and he contented to give orders for a retreat. 
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either to cut them off entirely, or oblige them to flurrender 
as prisoners of war. 16. For this purpose they attacked 
the entrenchments immediately, and gained a slight advan- 
tage over them ; the next day they made a second attack, 
and at the same time sailed with seventy-six galleys agaipst 
eighty-six of the Athenians. 17. After an obstinate dis- 
pute, the Athenians were defeated with the loss of eighteen 
of their ships, which were taken by the enemy, and their 
crews cut in pieces. Eur 3 nn^edon too, their commander, 
lost his life in the engagement. 

18. In order to prevent their escaping by sea, the enemy 
shut up the mouth of the great harbour, which was about 
five hundred paces wide, with galleys placed cross-wise, 
and other vessels, fixed with anchors and iron chains, and 
at the same time made the requisite preparations for a 
battle, in case they should have courage to engage again. 
19. The Athenians, seeing themselves cooped up in this 
manner, and having no other means of procuring provisions 
but by being masters of the sea, were obliged to hazard 
another engagement upon that element, 20. Both com- 
manders exerted all their eloquence to animate their men 
and none could be actuated by stronger motives than now 
influenced them : for, upon the issue of the battle which 
was about to be fought, depended not only their own lives 
and liberties, but even the fate of their native country. 

21. This battle waa more obstinate and bloody than any of 
the preceding cpts. The Atheniana being arrived at the 
mouth of the port, easily took the first ships they came 
to : but when they attempted to break the chain of the 
rest, the enemy poured jin upon them from all quarters. 

22. As nearly two hundred galleys came rushing on each 
side into a yarrow placej there must necessarily be very 
great cerf^on, and the veseels could not easily advance 
or retfrii,^ tom about to renew the attack ; the beaks 
the geUeys, for this reason, did little execution ; but there 
were very furious and frequent discharges. > 23. By the 

L 2 
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advice of Aris'ton the Coriuthian, the Athenians were 
overwhelmed with a shower of stones, which annoyed them 
much, killing and wounding great numbers : whereas they 
defended themselves only by shooting darts and arrows, 
which, by the motion of the ships, were diverted from 
their aim, and seldom hit the mark at which they were 
levelled. 24. These discharges being over, the heavy 
armed soldiers attempted to board the enemy's ships, in 
order to fight hand to hand : and it frequently happened 
that, while they were climbing up one side of these, their 
own ships were entered on the other, so that two or three 
ships were sometimes grappled together, which occasioned 
great confusion. 25. Add to this, that the noise of the 
ihips, which dfiished against one another, and the different 
cries of the victors and the vanquished prevented the 
orders of the officers from being distinctly heard. The 
Athenians wanted to force a passage, whatever might be 
the consequence, in order to secure their return to their 
own country ; and this the enemy endeavoured to prevent, 
that they might thereby gain a more complete victory. 
26. The two land-armies, which were drawn up on the 
highest part of the shore, were spectators of the action, 
while the inhabitants of the city ran to the walls, in order 
to Behold it. All these saw clearly because of their little 
distance from the fleets, every thing that passed, and con- 
templated the battle as from an amphitheatre, but not with- 
out great anxiety and^rror. 27. Attentive to, and shud- 
dering at, every movement, and the several changes of 
fortune that happened, they discovered the concern they 
had in the battle, their fears, their hopes, their grief, their 
joy, by different cries and different gestures; stretching 
out their hands sometimes towards the combatants to ani- 
mate them, at other times towards heaven, to implore the 
succour and protection of the gods. 28. At last the Athe- 
nian fleet, after making a long and vigorous resistance, was 
put to flight 'and driven on shore. The Syracu^sans, on 
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the wallfii seeing their countrymen victorioui, conveyed the 
news to the whole city by a universal shout. The victors 
immediately sailed towards Sy'racuse, where they erected 
n trophy; while the Athenians were so much dejected, that 
they did not even request the dead bodies of their fellow- 
soldiers to be delivered to them, in order to honour them 
with the rites of burial. 


QuestioTis. 

1. What removed uneasineas from the mind of Niciaa ? 

2. Of what did this force consist? 

3. Was this force equivalent to its object ? 

4. What was resolved on ? 

6. What was their success ? 

6. Was their opposition vigorous ? 

7. What were the consequences of this repulse ? 

8. What contributed to the defeat of the Athenians ? 

9. What became of the fugitives? 

10. What loss did the Athenians sustain ? 

11. Was this engagement decisive ? 

12. What hindered the accomplishment of their purpose ? 

13. How long did this delay them? 

14. Did Nicias obey this injunction ? 

16. Were they suffered to retire unmolested ? 

16, How did they attempt this ? 

17' What was the result of this engagement? 

18. How were they prevented escaping by sea ? 

19. How did the Athenians act under these circumstances ? 

20. How did they endeavour to animate the courage of the combatants f 

21. How did the’engagement commence? 

22. Had they room to manage their vessels properly? 

23. In what manner were the Athenians annoyed? 

24. What followed these discharges? 

26. What increased the confusion? ^ 

26. Who Were the spectators of this encounter? 

27 . How did they discover the concern they had in the bnUle T 

20. What was the result of the engagement ! , 
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SECTION V. 

Surrender of the Athenians. 


They came, like mountain torrent red 
That thunders o'er its rocky bed, 

They sunk, like that same torrent’s wave ? 

When swallowed by a darksome cave. 

Scott. 


I, Inti m'i dated, part, terrified, dlicoU' 
raged, 

6. Av'enues, passages. 

Tord'able, a, passalile, not too deep 
to be waded through. 

J^etachments, b, bodies of troops se- 
parated from the main army. 


19. Ingen'uoui, a. open, fair, candid. 

22. Ela'te, part, overjoyed, puffed up. 

24. Super^fluouB, u. more than enough. 

Retriev'e, v, to recover, to restore. 
26. Anni'hiiated, v. blotted out of exist- 
enoe. 

Ohscu'ilty, s, darhnesB, InsignlficanoB. 


1. There now remained but two methods for them to 
choose ; either to attempt the passage a second time, for 
which they had still ships and soldiers sufficient, or to 
abandon their fleet to the enemy, and retire by land. 2. 
Demos'thenes recommended the former plan; but the 
soldiers were so much intimidated by their late defeat, that 
they had not courage to undertake it. The second me- 
thod was therefore adopted; and they accordingly pre- 
pared to set out in the night, the better to conceal their 
march from the enemy. 3. Hermoc'rates, however, the 
Syracu'san general, was extremely unwilling that so large 
a body of nien (airiSunting to nearly forty thousand) 
should be suffered to depart, lest they should fortify them- 
selvej* in some comer of the island, and renew the war. 
At the same time he knew it would be impossible to per- 
suade the Syracu'sons to oppose their march that evening, 
as they were engaged in celebrating their late victory, and 
solemnizing the festival of Her'cules. 4. He therefore fell 
upon another expedient. He sent out a few horsemen, 
who were to pass for friends of the Athenians, and ordered 
them to tell Nic"ias not to retire till day-light, as the Syra- 
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cu^Btms lay in ambush for him, and had seized on all the 
passes. 

5. Nic"iaa ■was so weak as to believe this intelligence, 
and accordingly delayed his departure not only that even- 
ing, but the whole of the next day, in order that the soldiers 
might have more time to prepare for their march, and carry 
off whatever might be necessary for their subsistence. 6. 
But this delay proved fatal to the Athenians ; for early the 
next morning the enemy took possession of all the difficult 
avenues, fortified the bonks of the ‘rivers in those parts 
where they were fordable, broke down the bridges, and sent 
detachments of horse up and down the plain ; so that 
there was no place which the Athenians could pass without 
fighting. 

7. They set out upon their march the third day after the 
battle, with a design to retire to Cat'ana\ 8. Their army 
was divided into two bodies, both drawn up in the form of 
a phalanx ; the first being commanded by Nic^^ias, and the 
second by Demos'thenes, with the baggage in the centre. 
9. In this manner they proceeded for several days, during 
which they were terribly harassed by the enemy, who 
hung upon their rear, and overwhelmed them with showers 
of darts and arrows, but never would stand a general en- 
gagement when the Athenians offered them battle. 10. 
Finding, therefore, their numbers daily decrease, and being 
at the same time in extreme want of provisions, they al- 
tered their plans, and, instead of continuing their march to 
Cat'ana, they directed their route towards Camari'na and 
Gela. 11. As this scheme was executed in the night, 


^ Nothing could be more affecting th^n the commencement of thu re- 
treat. Great numbers, either dead or dying, were abandoned to wild 
beasts or the cruelty of the enemy. Some, who were sick or wounded, 
hanging on the necks of their friends and companions, coloured them, 
with many tears, to take them with thavarmy ; others, dragging them- 
selves along, followed, eta far as their strengfii allowed, and, when thii 
failed, had recourse to tears and sighs, calling upon the godi u wall aa 
men, to revenge this apparent cruelty ; so that every plaoe rMOimded 
with groans and mournfUl lamentations. 

L 4 
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it was attended with bo much confusioni that the real 
guard, under Demos'thenes, soon parted from the main 
body, and lost their way. The next day the Syracusans 
came up with them, and surrounded them in a narrow 
place ; and though they defended themselves for some time 
with incredible bravery, yet finding it impossible to eflfect 
their escape, they were at last obliged to surrender prison- 
ers of war, which they did upon condition that they should 
not be put to death, nor condemned to perpetual imprison- 
ment. About six thousand men surrendered on these 
terms. 

12. In the mean time, Nic"ias proceeded on his march, 
and, crossing the river Erin'eiis, encamped on a mountain, 
where the enemy overtook him the next day, and sum- 
moned him to surrender, as Demos'thenes had done. 13. 
Ni'^cias at first could not believe what they told him con- 
cerning Demos'thenes, and therefore begged leave to send 
some horse to inquire into the truth ; but when he found 
that matters really were so, he offered to defray all the 
expenses of the war, provided they would suffer him to 
quit the island with his forces. 14. This proposal, how- 
ever, was rejected by the enemy, who immediately renewed 
the attack ; and though Nic"ias defended himself during the 
whole night, and even continued his march next day to the 
river Asina'rus, he was quickly pursued thither by the 
Syracu'sans, who drove most of the Athenians into the 
stream ; the rest having already thrown themselves into it, 
in order to quench their burning thirst. 15. Here the 
most terrible havoc ensued^; so that Nic"ias finding all 
things desperate, was obliged to surrender on this single 
condition, that Gylip'pus should discontinue the fight, and 
spare the lives of his men. 16. The lives of the men, indeed, 

1 So intent were they on quenching their thirst, that they took no 
measures to defend themselves, though vrhat they drank was rather Ihe 
blood of their companions than the waters of the stream. The Asinarus 
was for many miles dyed with their blood, eighteen thousand Alhenians 
having on this occasion been inhumanly slaughtered. 
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^ere Bpared ; but Nic"ias and Demoa'theneB, after being 
scourged with rods, were cruelly put to death ; a striking 
proof of the barbarity of the age. By this savage act, the 
Syracu'sans tarnished* the glory they had acquired by the 
gallant defence of their city, and the signal victory they had 
won. 

17. It must be owned, indeed, that Gylip'pus, and even 
many of the Syracu'sans themselves, did all they could to 
save the lives of the Athenian generals ; but the great 
body of the people, urged on by their orators, and par- 
ticularly by Di'oclea, one of their most popular leaders, 
oould be satisfied by nothing less than the blood of these 
two illustrious men 18. The fate of Nic'^ias is the 
more to be lamented, as no man was ever more remark- 
able for humanity and good nature ; and though he headed 
this expedition in obedience to the commands of his coun- 
trymen, yet he did every thing m his power to prevent 
them from undertaking it. Demos'thenes too was a man 
of so respectable a character, that the famous orator of the 
same name, many years after, valued himself on account 
of his being of the same family. 

19. As to the prisoners, they were shut up in the dun- 
geons of Syracuse, where many of them perished through 
want and bad treatment ; but those that survived, being 
afterwards sold for slaves, recommended themselves so 
strongly to their masters by their modest, prudent, and in- 
genuous behaviour, that many of them soon obtained their 
liberty. 20. Some, however, owed that favour to their 
being able to repeat the finest scenes of Euripides’ trage- 
dies, of which the Sicilians were passionately fond ; so 
that when they returned to their own country, they went 
and saluted the poet as their deUverer, and informed him 

^ Among others vvho pleaded for the lives of the Athenian command- 
ers, Nicolaus, a venerable old man, who bad lost two sons in the war, 
was none of the least earnest In an eloquent and impressive speech, 
he entreated his countryn^en to pity them in their dlstreu ; but hif 
arguments and eloquence were alike unavailing. 

1 5 
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of the great advantage they had derived from being ac- 
quainted -with his verses, 

21. The Athe'nian^ "were so little prepared to receive 
the news of this defeat, or rather, indeed, they were so con- 
fident of receiving accounts of a contrary nature, that they 
condemned to death the man that first brought the intelli- 
gence ; but when they found that matters were really 
wnrse than fame had reported, they were at once over- 
whelmed with grief and despair. 22. They had never 
indeed been reduced to so deplorable a condition as they 
Slow were, having neither horse, foot, money, ships, nor 
mariners ; in a word, they sunk into the deepest despon- 
dency, and expected every moment that the enemy, elate 
with BO great a victory, and strengthened by the junction 
of the allies, would come and invade Athens both by sea 
and land with aU the forces of PelopQnne''sus. 23. Ci'cero, 
therefore, had reason to say, when speaking of the battles 
in the harbour of Syracuse, that it was there the troops of 
Athens, as well as their galleys, were ruined and sunk, and 
that in this harbour the power and glory of the Atbe'nians 
were miserably shipwrecked. 

24. The Athe'nians, however, did not suffer misfortune 
to render them inactive, but assumed courage from despair, 
"Hiey raised money for building new ships ; they retrenched 
all superfluous expenses ; and they established a council 
of old men, to examine every matter before it was brought 
into the assembly of the people. In a word, they took 
every step that could possibly tend to retrieve their ruined 
offidrs, or at least prevent them from growing worse. 
26. But nothing could restore them to their former splen- 
did condition ; for from this time forward the Athe'nians 
present ns with a very different picture from what they 
have hitherto done. We are no longer to behold them 
making a figure in fine arts and arms, giving lessons in 
politeness, humanity ^ philosophy, and war, to all the nations 
around, and aiming at the erection of an empire, which, if 
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once thoroughly established, wbuld hav? bid defiance to all 
the neighbouring states. 26 , Instead of aspiring to the 
conquest of their neighbours, they are now content with 
defending their own territories at home ; instead of direct- 
ing the councils and conducting the confederate armies of 
Greece, they now confine all their attention to their own 
private affairs ; they in a manner became annihilated ; 
they fade from the eyes of the historian; and other nations, 
whose names have hitherto been scarcely mentioned, 
emerged from obscurity. 


Questions, 

1. What two methods remained for the Athenians to adopt in this ex- 

tremity ? 

2. Which plan was chosen ? 

3. Were they suffered to depart unmolested? 

4. By what stratagem did he delay their retreat ? 
d. Did this stratagem succeed ? 

6. What was the consequence of this delay ? 

7- When did they commence their march ? 

What was the order of march ? 

9, Was their retreat unmolested ? 

10. What new measure was adopted ? 

11. Was this alteration justified by the event ? 

12. What became of Nicias in the mean time? 

13. What was the reply of Nicias ? 

14. Was this proposal accepted ? 

16, What occurred at this river? 

16. Were the conditions complied with? 

17- Had they no advocates in Syracuse ? 

18. What rendered their fate peculiarly hard ? 

19. What became of the other prisoners ? 

2(K Was this the case with all? 

21. How was the news received in Athena ? 

22. Was their situation desperate? 

23. What was Cicero's opinion of the consequences of this mlscarriilge I 

24. What was the conduct of the Athenians in this distreuing posture 

of affairs ? 

25. Were their efforts effectual ? 

26. What alteration took place in their conduct f 
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SECTION VI. 


Seccnd Peloponnesian War. 


The heroes heard, and all the naval train 
That tend the ships, or guide them o’er the main, 
Alarm’d, transported, at the well-known sound, 
Frequent and full the great assembly crown'd ; 

Studious to see that terror of the plain, 

Long lost to battle, shine in arms again. Homer, 


2, Damoc'racy, i. the fgrm of govern- 
ment in which the sovereign power 
Is lodged in the body of the people. 
Capri'cioud, a. dckle, changeable. 

9. Oligarchy, i. that form of govern- 
ment which places the supreme 
power in a small number ; aristo- 
cracy. 


11. Emer'gency, ». critical situation of 
aSairs. 

17. Innova'tlon, i. a change for som»- 
thing new. 

30. Absolu'tlon, j. a nardon, release. 

Denunda'donk. . threats of pa- 
nishmenL 


1 . It was in this deplorable state of the Athe'nian affairs, 
that Alcibi'ades, finding- his influence with the Spartans on 
the decline, made proposals for returning home, provided 
the administration of the republic was put into the hands 
of the great and powerful, and not left to the populace, 
who had expelled him. 2. In order to induce his coun- 
trymen to agree to these terms, he offered to procure 
them not only the favour of Tissapher'nes, the king of Per- 
sia's lieutenant, with whom he had taken refuge, _but even 
that of the king himself, upon condition they would abo- 
lish the democracy, or popular government : because the 
king, he said, would place more confidence in the engage- 
ments of the nobility, than in those of the giddy and capri- 
cious multitude ^ 3. The chief man, who opposed his 

return, was Phryn'icus, one of the generals ; who, in order 

^ Ai Aldbi^adeSj whil^esident at Sparta, conformed to the plain 
dresi and cOane fare of tba LacedBemonians, bo, on hiB taking refuge in 
Fenia, he adopted the cuatoms and manners of that nation, and became 
a great favourite with TiflaapherneB^ though the Satrap was a professed 
enemy to the Greeks. 
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to accomplish hia purpoacj sent word to Ast/ochnsj the 
Iiacedsemo^nian general^ that Alcibi^ades was using his ut- 
most endeavours to engage Tissapher'nes in the Athe nian 
interest, and offered to betray to him the whole army and 
navy of the Athe'nians. 4. But his treasonable practices 
being detected by the good understanding between Alcibi'- 
ades and Ast/ochus, he was stripped of his^ office, and 
afterwards stabbed in the market-place* 

5. In the mean time, the Athe^nians proceeded to com- 
plete that change of government, which had been proposed 
to them by Alcibi'ades ; the democracy began to be abo- 
lished in several of the smaller* cities, and soon after the 
scheme was carried boldly into execution in Athens itself, 
by Peisan'der, who had the chief nand in this transaction. 
6. To give a new form to the government, he caused ten 
commissioners to be appointed, with absolute power, who 
were, however, at a certain fixed time, to give the people 
an account of what they had done. 7. At the expiration 
of that term, the general assembly were summoned, in 
which the first resolution was, that every one should be 
permitted to make such proposals as he thought fit, with- 
out being liable to any accusation, or consequent penalty 
for infringing the law. It was afterwards decreed, that a 
new council should be formed, with full power to admi- 
nister the public affairs, and elect new magistrates. 8. For 
this purpose five presidents were established, who nomi- 
nated one hundred persons, including themselves ; each of 
these chose and associated three more at this own pleasure, 
which made in all four hundred, in whom an absolute 
power was lodged. 9. But to amuse the people, and gra- 
tiiy them with the shadow of a popular government, whilst 
they instituted a real oligarchy, it was said, that the four 
hundred would call a council of five thousand citizens to 
assist them, whenever they should?* find it necessary. 
(B. C. 411.) The assemblies of the people, indeed, were 
still held as usual; but nothing was done in them but by 
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order of the four hundred. 10. In this manner were the 
Athe'niuiB deprived of their liberty, after having enjoyed 
it EdmoBt a hundred years, from the time of destroying the 
tyranny of the Peisistra'tid®. 

11. This decree having passed without opposition, after 
the breaJdng up of the assembly, the four hundred, armed 
with daggers, and attended by a hundred and twenty 
young men, whom they made use of when any emergency 
required it, entered the senate, and compelled the sena- 
tors to retire, after having paid them the arrears of their 
salaries that were still due, 12. They elected new ma- 
gistrates out of their own body, observing the usual cere- 
monies upon such occasions. They did not think proper, 
however, to recall those who had been banished, lest they 
should authorize the return of Alcibi'ades, whose uncon- 
trollable spirit they dreaded, and who would soon have 
made himself master of the government. 13. Abusing 
their power in a tyrannical manner, they put some to 
death ; others they banished, and confiscated their estates 
with impunity : all who ventured to oppose this change, 
or even to complain of it, were butchered upon false pre- 
texts ; even those were intimidated who demanded justice 
of the murderers'. 14. The four hundred, soon after 
their establishment, sent ten deputies to Samos for the 
army’s approbation of their conduct; but they protested 
against these proceedings in the city ; Emd, by the per- 
suasion of Thrasybu'lus, recalled Alcibi'ades, and created 
him general, with full power to sail directly to the Peiree'ens, 
and crush this new tyranny, 15. Alcibi'ades, however, 
would not give way to this rash opinion, but went first to 
^ow himself to Tissapher^nes, and let him know, that it 
was now in his power to treat with him either as a friend 
or an enemy ; by which means he awed the Athe'niona 

* It appears, however, that the severity of the four hundred lasted 
no longer than till they thought themselves firmly established in power ; 
■fter this, their administradoiu was mild. 
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with Tissapher'nes, and Tiasapher'iies with the Athe'nianfl. 

16. When, afterwords, the four hundred sent to Samos to 
vindicate their proceedings, the army was for putting tho 
messengers to death, and persisted in the design upon the 
Peirse'eus ; but Akibi'ades, by opposmg it, manifestly saved 
the commonwealth. 

17. Meanwhile the innovation in Athens hod occasioned 
such factions and tumults, that the four hundred were 
more intent upon providing for their own safety than car^ 
rying on the war ; and the better to Eiccomplish this pur- 
pose, they fortified that part of the Peirse'^eus which com^ 
rnfindfl the mouth of the haven, and resolved, in case of 
extremity, rather to let in the LacedEemo'uians, thaa 
expose their persons to the fury of their fellow- citizens. 

18. The Spartans took occasion, from these disturbances, 
to hover about with forty-two galleys, under the conduct of 
Hegeaandri'des ; and the Athe'nians with thirty-six, under 
Timocha^res, were forced to engage them, but lost part of 
their fleet, and the rest was dispersed : to add to their 
misfortunes, all Euboe'a, except Orei^um', revolted to the 
Pelopbnne'sians. 

19. This failure of success gave the finishing blow to 
the power of the four hundred ; the Athenians, without 
delay, deposed them as the authors of all the calamities 
under which they groaned; Alcibi'ades was recalled by 
unanimous consent, and earnestly solicited to make cdl 
possible haste to the assistance of the city. 20. But 
judging that if he returned immediately to Athens, he 
should owe his recal to the compEission and favour of the 
people, he resolved to render his return glorious and trion^ 
phant, and to deserve it by some considerable exploit. 

21. For this purpose, leaving Samos with a small nusa- 
ber of ships, he cruised about the islands of Coe aad 
Cni'doB ; and having learnt that Min^darus, the Spartan 


^ A principal town in that bland. 
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admiral, had Bailed to the Hellespont \ with his whole 
fleet, and that the Athenians were in pursuit of him, he 
stees^ that way, with the utmost expedition, to support 
them, and arrived happily with his eighteen vessels at the 
time the fleets were engaged, near Ab/dos, in a battle, 
which lasted till night, without any advantage on either 
bide. 22. His arrival gave new courage to the Spartans 
at first, who believed he was still their friend ; but Alci- 
bi'ades, hanging out the Athenian flag in the admiral’s 
galley, immediately fell upon them, and put them to flight ; 
and pursuing his blow, sunk many of their vessels, and 
made a great slail^ter of their soldiers, who leaped into the 
sea to save themselves by Swimming, The Athenians, after 
having captured thirty of their galleys, and retaken those 
they had lost, erected a trophy. 

23. Alcibi^ades, after this victory, went to visit Tissa- 
pherines, who was so far from receiving him as he ex- 
pected, that he immediately caused him to be seized, and 
sei^ away to Sar'dis, telling him that he had orders from 
the king to make war upon the Athenians : but the truth 
is, he was afraid of being accused to his master by the 
Peloponne'sians, and thought by this injustice to purge 
liim^elf from all former imputations. 24. Alcibi'ades, after 
thirty days, made his escape to Claz'om^ense. and soon after 
bore down upon the Peloponne'sian fleet, which rode at 
anchor before the port of C/zicus. With twenty of his 
oest ships he broke through the enemy, pursued those who 
abandoned their vessels and fled to land, and made a great 
slaughter. The Athenians took the enemy’s whole fleet, 
except the Syracu'san galleys, which were burned by the 
Sicilian admiral, Hermoc^rates, and made themselves mas- 
ters of C/zicus, while Min'darus, the Lacedaemonian 
general, was found among ihe number of the shun. ^ The 

^ A narrow sea, which sepantci Europe auil Asia, and is now called 
the Daidanellei, 
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result of the action was related in few, iMt expreBSive 
words, by Hippocrates, the second in command, in a letter 
written to the Spartan senate, which was intercepted by 
the Athenians — “All is lost, our ships are taken, Myn'- 
darus is slain, the men want bread, we know not what 
to do.” 

25. Alcibi'ades well knew how to make use of the ad- 
vantage he had gained, and, at the head of his victorious 
troops, took several cities which had revolted from the 
Athenians, among which were Chalce^don; Selym'bria, and 
Byzan'tium. An invasion of Sicily by the Caiiftiaginians *, 
prevented the Syracusans from sending^succours to their 
allies, and thus he was enabled to avEfil himself of the 
superiority he had obtained. 26. Thus flushed with suc- 
cess, he seemed to desire nothing more than to be" once 
more seen by his countrymen, as hi^ presence would be a 
triumph to his friends, and an insult to his enemies. He 
accordingly set saQ for Athens. (B.C.407,) 27. Besidesthe 
ships covered with bucklers and spoils of all sorts, in the 
manner of trophies, a great number of vessels were alao 
towed after him by way of triumph j he displayed likewise 
the ensigns and ornaments of those he had burnt, which 
were more than tho others, the whole amounting to abeut 
two hundred ships. 

28, It is said that, upon approaching the port, and re- 
flecting on what had been done against him, he was struck 
with some apprehensions, and was afraid to quit his vessel, 
till he saw from the deck a great number of his friends 
and relations, who were come to the shore to receive him , 
and earnestly entreated him to land. 29. As soon as he 
was landed, the multitude, who came out to meet him, 
fixed their eyes upon him, thronged about him, saluted 
him with loud acclamations, and crowned him with gorlondi." 
30. He received their congratulations with great satisfoc- 

^ See Hiatorical Miicellany, Part IL Chap. T. 
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tion; he desired to be discharged from his former con- 
demnation, and obtained from the priests an absolution from 
bU their former demnciations. 


Questions. 

L What propfwalfl were made by Alcibiades ? 

2 . What inducementa did he oflPer ? 

3. Who opposed his return 1 

4 . Was this treacherous offer accepted? 

6. What were the proceedings of the Athenians ? 

6 . What was his first measure ? 

7. What was his next step ? 

8. How was this to be done? 

9. What was done to amuse the people ? 

10. What was the event? 

11. What coercive measures did the four hundred adon'.? 

12. How did they next proceed? 

13. How did they exercise their power 7 

14. Did the army approve of their government? 

15. Did Alcibiades adopt this measure ? 

W. W^hat was the conduct of the army ? 

17 . What were the consequences of the innovation ? 

IB. What farther misfortunes attended the Athenians ? 
10. What consequences resulted from these failures ? 

20. Did he comply with the wishes of the Athenians ? 

21. What enterprise did he undertake ? 

22. What happened on his arrival ? 

23. Whither did Alcibiades repair after his victory ? 

24. What became of Alcibiades after this ? 

35. What farther enterprises did he undertake ? 

26. What was his principal wish ? 

27 . What was the manner of his return ? 

2P. Did he feel no apprehension on approaching Athens? 
29. How was he received 7^ 

31. What was his conduct on the occasion ? 
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SECTION VII. 

Second Peloponnesian War. 


Ungrateful times, that impiously neglect 

The worth which never times again shall show. Daniel. 


Z, Gcneralls'slmo, s. the supreme com- 
mander In the field. 

Col'leagues, i. companions In of- 
fice. 

a. Subt'llty, a. cunning, 
a, Dupli'clty, t. double-dealing, lnain> 
cerity. 


10. Prob'ity, a. approved honestly, sin- 
cerity. 

23. Incen'diarlee, a. persons who In- 
flame the minds of the people. 

26. PreclpMtatB, v. to hasten. 
Respon'sible, a. answerable. 
Fla'grant, o. great, manifest, 


1. Yet, notwithstanding these triumphs, the real power 
of Athens was now no more ; the strength of the state was 
gone; and even the passion for liberty was lost in the 
common degeneracy of the time. 2. Many of the meaner 
sort of people earnestly desired Alcibi'ades to take upon him 
the sovereign power, and to set himself above the reach of 
envy, by securing all authority in his own person. 3. But 
the great were neither so warm nor so injudicious in their 
expressions of gratitude. They contented themselves with 
appointing him generalissimo of all their forces : they 
granted him whatever he demanded, and gave him for 
colleagues the generals most agreeable to him. 5, He set 
soil accordingly, with an hundred ships, and steered for 
the island of Andros S that had revolted, where having 
defeated the inhabitants, he went to Sa'mos, intending 
to make that the seat of war. 5. In the mean time, the 
Lacedeemoniana, alarmed at his success, made choice of 
a general every way qualified to make head against him. 
This waj Lysan'der, who, though horn of an iUustrioufl 
family, had been inured to hardships from his earliest 


* An isliuid in the iEgean Sea. 
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youthi and was strongly attached to the manners and 
discipline of his country. 6, He was brave, ambitious, 
and circumspect; but at the same time, cunning, crafty, 
and deceitful ; and these latter qualities prevailed so much 
through his whole life, that it was usually said of him, that 
he cheated children with foul play, and men with oaths ; 
and it is reported to have been a maxim of his, that, when 
the lion's strength fails, we must make use of the suhtilty of 
the fox. 

7. Lysan'der, having brought his army to Eph'esus*, 
gave orders for assembhng ships of burthen from all parts, 
and erected a dock for the building of galleys : he made 
the port free for merchants, and, by encouraging trade of 
every kind, laid the foundation of that splendour and mag- 
nificence to which Eph'esus afterwards attained. 8. Mean- 
while, receiving advice that Cyrus, the king of Persia's son, 
was arrived at Sardis, he went thither to pay him a visit, 
and at the same time to complain to him of the conduct 
of Tissapher nes, whose duplicity, he said, had proved fatal 
to their common cause. 9. Cy'rus was sufficiently dis- 
posed to listen to any complaints against Tissapher 'nes, to 
whom he himself had a personal enmity ; he therefore 
came readily into the views of Lysan'der, and at his request 
increased the pay of the seamen. 10. The last circumstance 
had a surprising effect ; it almost instantly unmanned the 
galleys of the Athenians, and supplied the Lacedgemonian 
fleet with plenty of sailors, who, without enquiring into the 
justice of the cause on\ither side, went over to that party 
which gave the best pay. 

11. Nor was this the only misfortune which the Athe'- 
nians now met with; for Alcibi'ades, being obliged to 
leave the fleet in order to raise the supplies, gave the 
command of it to Anti'ochus, with strict orders not to 
attack or engage the enemy in his absence. 12. But 


^ A city of Ionia, funoiu for a iplendid temple to Diana. 
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Anti'ochuB, deBirouB of distinguishing himself by some 
great action before the return of Alcibi'ades, sailed directly 
for Eph'esus, and used every art to provoke the enemy to 
an engagement. 13. Lyean'der at first contented himself 
with sending out a few ships to repel his insults ; but the 
Athenian galleys advancing to support their commander, 
other Lacedeemo'nian vessels likewise came on, till at 
last both fleets arrived, and the engagement became gene- 
ral. After a sharp struggle, Lysan'der obtained the vic- 
tory, having killed Anti'ochus, and taken fifteen of the 
.Athenian galleys. 14. It was in vain that Alcibi'adea 
soon after came up to the relief of his friends ; it was in 
vain that he ofl^ered to renew the combat ; Lysan'der was 
too wise to hazard the advantage he had gained by ventur- 
ing on a second engagement. 

15. This misfortune proved fatal to the reputation of 
Alcibi'ades, though indeed it was hb own glory that ruined 
him j for the people, from his uninterrupted success, had con- 
ceived so high an opinion of his abilities, that they thought 
it impossible for him to fail in any thing he seriously 
undertook. Thrasybulus, who had been one of the most 
zealous in procuring his restoration, now appeeired as his 
accuser, and asserted, probably not without foundation, that 
Alcibi'ades was lavishing the treasures of the state in extra- 
vagant debauchery, and was erecting a castle on the coast 
of Thrace, in which he might take refuge from the just ven- 
geance of the republic. In consequence of this, Alcibi'ades 
was ordered to resign the command t)f the fleet, and return 
home to stand his trial. Dreading the fury of the Athe- 
nian populace, he would not obey the summons, but fled for 
safety to his Thracian castle. 

16. About the same time, Callicrat'idas was appointed 
to succeed Lysan'der, whose year was expired, This man 
waa equal to his predecessor in courage, and greatly supe- 
rior in prohity and justice, being os open and ingenuous as 
the other was cunning and crafty. 17. His first attempt 
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was aguinst Methym^na in Lfesbosi which he took by storm. 
He then pursued Co^non, who had succeeded Alcibi'ades, 
into the port of Mityle'ne with a hundred and serenty 
saili took thirty of his ships, and besieged him in the 
town, from which he cut off all provisions. 18. He soon 
after took ten ships more out of twelve that were com- 
ing to the relief of Conou. Then hearing that the Athe- 
nians had fitted out their whole strength, consisting of 
a hundred and fifty sail, he left fifty of his ships under 
Eteoni'cus, to carry on the siege of Mityle'ne, and with 
a hundred and twenty more met the Athenians at Ar- 
ginu'see, over against Lesbos ^ 19. His pilot, advising 
him to retreat because the enemies were superior in num- 
ber, " Sparta,'" replied he, “will be never the worse inha- 
bited though I should be slain." The fight accordingly 
was immediately begun, and was maintained for a long 
time with equal bravery on both sides, till at last the ship 
of Callicrat'idas, charging through the midst of the enemy, 
was sunk, and the rest fled. 20. The Peloponne'sians lost 
about seventy sail, and the Athenians twenty-five, with 
most of the men in them. 

21. The AtheniEui admirals, instead of being rewarded 
for the victory they had gained, were severely punished for 
a supposed neglect of duty. They were accused of not 
having done their utmost to save their men who had been 
shipwrecked; and they were accordingly sent home in 
irons to answer for their conduct. 22. They alleged, in 
thiriar defence, that they were pursuing the enemy ; and 
diey gave orders about taking up the men to those 
whhoe buBiness it more particularly was, particularly to 
Thezam^enes, who now appeared against them; but that 
could not be executed, on account of a violent 


* writers say that the force of the Lac^ssiinonians was likewise 
a hundred and fifty ships, which is probable, if they added the thirty 
Lately taken fiom the Athenians to the former force. 
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storm which happened 'at tiiat time^ 23. This plea 
seemed bo satiafactoryt that Beveral stood up and offered 
to bail them ; but in another assembly the popular incen- 
diaries demanded justice, and so awed the judges, that 
Soc'rates was the only man who had courage enough to 
declare, that he would do nothing contrary to law, and 
accordingly refused to act. 24. After a long debate, 
eight of the ten were condemned, and six of them were 
put to death ; among whom was Per^icles, sSn of the great 
statesman of the same name. 25. He maintained that 
they had failed in nothing of their duty, as they had given 
orders for the dead bodies to be taken up ; that if any 
one was guilty, it was Theram'enes himself, who, being 
charged with these orders, had neglected to put them into 
execution ; but that he accused nobody, and that the 
tempest, which came on unexpectedly at the very instant, 
was a sufficient apology, and entirely freed the accused 
from all guilt. 26. He demanded that a whole day should 
be allowed them to make their defence, a favour not de- 
nied to the most criminal, and that they should be tried 
separately. He represented, that they were not in the 
least obliged to ]^rec%]^itate a sentence in which the lives of 
the most illustrious citizens were concerned; that it was 
in some measure attacking the gods, to make them re- 
spcnsille for the winds and weather ; they could not, 
without the most flagrani ingratitude and injustice, indict 
death upon the conquerote, to whom they ought rather to 
decree crowns and honours, or give up the defenders of 
their country to the rage of those who envied them ; that 
if they did so, their unjust judgment would be followed 
by sudden but vain repentance, which would leave 

^ The Athenian admirala, before they scdled in pursuit of the enemy, 
left fifty galleys with Theramenes and Thraaybulua, expressly for Uie 
pious purpose ofresci&ng the dead bodies from the waves. Thus dia 
iagratitude and it^uatioe of the AthetiiaDi seem aa jurpri^ng «| they 
were monstrous. 
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hind it the sharpest remorse, and cover them with eteroai 
infamy. 

' 27. Among the number also was Diome'don, a person 
eminent for his valour and probity. As they were carry- 
ing him to execution, he demanded to be heard. 28. 
** Athenians," said he, I wish the sentence you have 
pBLSsed upon us may not prove the misfortune of the re- 
public : but I have one favour to ask of you in behalf of 
my colleague^ and myself, which is, to acquit us before 
the gods of the vows we made to them for you and our- 
selves, os we are not in a condition to discharge them; 
for it is to their aid, invoked before the battle, that we ac- 
knowledge that we are indebted for the victory gained by 
us over the enemy." 29. There was not a good citizen 
that did not melt into tears at this discourse, so full of 
piety and religion, and behold with surprise the modera ■ 
tion of a person, who seeing himself unjustly condemned, 
did not express the least resentment, nor ev«n utter a 
complaint against his judges, but was solely intent in favour 
of an ungrateful country, which had doomed them to perish, 
for an imputed fault, which it was impossible for them to 
avoid*. 


Questions. 

1. Did the late Buccesses restore prosjierity te Athens ? 
S. What was the wish of the common people 7 

5. What was the conduct of the higher ranks ? 

4 * What was his first exploit ? 

Whst steps were taken to check his career 7 

6. What was the character of Lysander ? 

% What were the first measures of Eysander ? 

8. What was his next proceeding 7 
8. Did Cyrus listen to these oomplaints 7 
1^ What was the effect of this liberality 7 
11. Was this the only misfortune that befel them 7 
IS. Were hifl orders pbeyed? 

13. What was the conduct of Lysander on the o<^^on 7 


' The names of those who suffered were Dlome^don, Thrasynus, 
CalU'ades, Lyi'ias, Aristoc'rates, and Per'lcles. 
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14. Did Alcibiades repair this disaster ? 

]5. What was the consequence of this misfortune? 

16. Who was appointed to succeed Lysander ? 

17 . VVhat were his first exploits ? 

18. Did he follow up his successes ? 

19. What was the advice of his pilot, and his reply? 

20. What was the event of the battle ? 

21. What was the recompense of the victorious admirals? 

22. Wliat was their defence ? 

23. Was their defence satisfactory ? 

24. What was the result 1 

25. What observation did he make ? 

26. What further did he represent? 

27 . Who else was among the number? 

28. Repeat his speech. 

29. What was the effect of this speech ? 


SECTION VIII. 

Second Peloponnesian War^ contiTjued. 


Oh, where is the spirit of yore, 

The spirit that breathed in thy dead, 

When Gallantry’s star was the beacon before, 

And Honour the passion that led 7 
Thy storms have awaken’d their sleep, 

They groan from the place of their rest, 

And wrathfully murmur and sullenly weep, 

To see the foul stain on thy breast : 

For where is the glory they left thee in trust ? 

’Tis scatter’d in darkness, ’tis tumbled in dust. Byron. 


D. v. to refresh, to enter- I 12. Salu'tary, ac^. wholesome, 

tain. i 

1. This complication of injustice and ingratitude gave 
the finishing bk)w to the afiiairB of the Athenians ; they 
struggled for awhile after the defeat at S/racuse, but from 
this time they rapidly declined, though seemingly in the 
arms of victory. 2. The enemy, after their defeat, had 
once more recoujffe to Lyson'der, who had so often led 
them to conquest ; in him they placed their chief confi- 
dence, and earnestly solicited his return. 3. The Lace- 
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dsBmo'nians, therefore, to gratify their allies, and yet to 
observe their laws, which forbad that honour being twice 
conferred on the same person, sent him with an inferior 
title, but with the power of admiral. 4. Thus appointed, 
Lysan'der sailed towards the Hellespont, and laid siege to 
Lamp'sacus \ which he took by storm, and abandoned the 
city to the mercy of the soldiers. 5. The Athenians, who 
followed him close, upon the news of his success, steered 
forward toward Oles^tus, and thence, sailing along the 
coast, halted over against the enemy at ^"'gos Pot'amos, 
or the Goat’s River, a town situated on a small river of the 
same name in the Thracian Chersone'sus, a place fatal to 
the Athenians. , 

6. The Hellespont ie'not above two thousand paces 
broad in that place. The two fleets, seeing themselves so 
near to each other, expected only to rest that day, and hoped 
to come to an engagement on the next. 7. But Lysan'der 
had another design in view. He commanded the seamen 
and pilots to go on board the galleys, and hold themselves 
in readiness, as if the^ vrerc really to fighY next morning. 
He likewise commanded the land army to be drawn up in 
battle array upon the coast, and to wait his orders in pro- 
found silence. 8. On the morrow, as soon as the sun was 
risen, the Athenians rowed towards them with their whole 
fleet, and oflfered them battle ; which, however, Lysan'der 
did not think proper to accept, even though his ships were 
ranged in perfect order, with their heads towards the 
enemy. 9. The Athenians, ascribing this conduct to fear 
or cowardice, retired in the evening, and thinking they were 
in no danger, went ashore to amuse and resale themselves, 
as if no enemy had been nigh. Of this last circumstance 
Lysan'der was fully informed, by some galleys he sent out 
to observe their motions. 10. To throw them, therefore,, 
mto etiU greater security, to put them more off their 

^ Nov Lapiukif a town o€ AbIm Minor, to the north of Abydofi 
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giiardi he allowed the three following days to pass in the 
same manner, during each of which the Athenians came 
regularly up and oflFered him battle, which he as regularly 
persisted to decline. 

11. In the mean time, Alcibi'ades, who since his dis- 
grace had lived in Thrace, and was much better ac- 
quainted with the character of the Lacedaemo'nians, and 
particularly with that of Lysan'der, than the present Athe- 
nian generals, came and warned them of their danger ; he 
even offered, with a body of Thracian troops, to attack the 
enemy by land, and thus force them to a battle. 12. But 
the Athenian generals, jealous of their honour, and fearing 
that if the event proved successful, Aloibi'ades would enjoy 
all the glory, and if otherwise, that the whole blame would 
faU upon them, not only refused his assistance, but even 
rejected his advice ^ 13. The consequence was, 

that, on the evening of the fifth day, when they had retired 
as usual, and their men were all gone on shore, and dis- 
persed up and down the country, Lysan'der came suddenly 
upon them with his whole force, and attacking them in 
this unprepared and defenceless condition, easily made a 
capture of their whole fleet, except nine galleys (including 
the sacred ship), with which Co'non contrived to escape 
to Cy'prus, where he took refuge with Evag^oras, king of 
Sal^amis, the principal city in that island, who had been 
long remarkable for his love of the Athenians. 14. This 
was one of the most masterly strokes of generalship that 
ever was performed in ancient, or perhaps even in modem 
times ; for by it Lysan'der, in the space of an hour, put 
an end to a war that had already lasted twenty-seven 


1 The manner in which his advice and assistance were rejected waa 
insulting in the extreme, They told him that they wondered at bis 
assurance, who was on exile and a vagabond, to come and give laws to 
them, threatcaingj if he came any more, to seize him and send him !■ 
Athens. 

If 2 
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years, and but for him would probably have lasted much 
longer. 

15. The number of prisoners amounted to three thou- 
sand, and the fate of these is a shocking proof of the 
barbarous manners of the age ; these unhappy men were 
instantly put to death, though this was said to be only by 
way of retaliation ; for that the Athenians had caused to 
be thrown down a precipice all the men that were taken in 
two LacedBemonian galleys, and had likewise made a de- 
cree for cutting off the thumb of the right hand of all the 
prisoners of war, in order to disable them from handling the 
pike, and that they might be fit only to serve at the oar. 

16. Phi^ocles, the chief author both of this barbarous act 
and this severe decree, was now called upon to show what 
he could urge in his defence, when he haughtily replied — 
^'Accuse not people of crimes who have no judges, but, as 
you are victors, use your right, and do by us as we would 
have done by you if we had conquered.” The only person 
who was saved out of the whole number was Adiaman'tus, 
who had opposed the decree. 

17. The Athenians were no sooner informed of the en- 
tire defeat of their army, than they were overwhelmed with 
consternation. They already thought they saw Lysan'der 
at their gates : nor was it long before he came there. 18. 
But before he did so, he commanded all the Athenians 
that were scattered up and down in different parts of 
Greece, to take shelter in Athens on pain of death. This 
he did with a design so to crowd the city, that he might he 
able soon to reduce it by famine. 1 9 , His scheme suc- 
ceeded ; for Agis and Pausa'nias, the two kings of Sparta, 
having besieged it by land, and Lysan'der himself block- 
ing it up by sea, the wretched Athenians, after undergoing 
the most intolerable hardships, were driven to such extre- 
mity, that they sent deputies to Agis, with offers of aban- 
doning all their poBsessions, their city and port only ex* 
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cepted. 20. The haughty LacedBemo^nians referred their 
deputies to the state itself ; and when these suppliants made 
known their commission to the Eph'ori, they were ordered 
to depart, and come again with other proposals, if they ex- 
pected peace. 

21. At length Theram'enes, an Athenian, undertook to 
manage the treaty with Lysan^der ; and after a conference, 
which lasted three months, he received full powers to treat 
at Lacedse'mon. 22. When he, attended by nine others, 
arrived before the Eph'ori, some of the confederates repre- 
sented the necessity of destroying Athens entirely, without 
listening to any further proposals. 23. But the Lacedee- 
mo'nians would not consent to the destruction of a city 
which had preserved the general independence of Greece in 
the most critical juncture ; they therefore agreed to a peace 
upon these conditions ; that the long walls and fortifications 
of the Peirse'eus should be demolished ; that they should 
deliver up all their ships but twelve ; that they should re- 
store their exiles ; that they should make a league offensive 
and defensive with the Lacedeemo'nians, and serve them in 
all their expeditions, both by sea and land. 

24. Theram'enes, being returned with the articles to 
Athens, was asked why he acted in a manner so contrary 
to the intentions of Themis'tocles, and gave those walls 
into the hands of the Lace deem o'nians which he built in 
defiance of them. 25. “I have my eye," said he, “ upon 
TJiemis'tocles’ design ; he raised those walls for the pre- 
servation of the city, and I for the very same reason would 
have them destroyed ; for if walls only secure a city, 
Sparta, which has none, is in a very bad condition." 26. 
Such an answer would not have satisfied the Athenians at 
any other time ; but, being now reduced to the last extre- 
mity, it did not admit of a long debate whether they should 
accept the treaty. (B. C. 404.) 27. At last Lysan^der^ 

coming to the Peirae'eus, demolished the walls with great 
M 3 
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solemnity, and all the insulting triumphs of music \ Thus 
was a period put to the famous Peloponne'sian war, the 
longest, the most expensive, and the most bloody, in which 
Greece had ever been engaged. 


Questions. 

1. What waa the situation of the Athenians after their defeat at 

Syracuse ? 

2. To whom did the enemy have recourse ? 

3. Was Lysander again appointed? 

4. What was his first enterprise? 

6. How did the Athenians act on the occasion ? 

6 . Were the hostile fleets near each other ? 

7. Were their hopes fulfilled? 

B. What happened on the morrow ? 

9. To what was this conduct ascribed by the Athenians ? 

10. What farther steps did Lysander take ? 

11. By whom were the Athenian troops warned of their danger? 

12. How were his offers received ? 

13. What was the consequence? 

14. Was this a masterly mantBuvre ? 
l6. How were the prisoners treated ? 

16. How did the authors of these cruelties behave in adversity ? 
l7- How did the Athenians receive the news of this calamity ? 

]8. What previous measures did he adopt ? 

19. Was his scheme successful? 

20. Were their offers accepted ? 

21. Who undertook to manage the treaty ? 

22. What measures were represented as necessary ? 

23. Did the Lacedsmonians adopt this harsh expedient 7 

24. How were these terms received ? 

25. What was Theramenes' answer ? 

26. Was this answer satisfactory? 

27 . Waa it executed ? 


* This mdrtifying occunence took place on the very day of the year 
on which the Athenians beat the Persians at Salamis. 
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CHAPTER X. 

From the Demolition of the Athenian Power to the 
Peace of Autalcidas. 


SECTION I. 

The Thirty TyranU. 


But by the tyrant's heart let fear be known, 
Let the judge tremble who perverts his trust. 
Let proud oppression totter on his throne ; 

Fear is a stranger to the good and just. 


2 Compiling, pari, drawing up, col- 
lecting from various sources. 

3. Thwart, u. to defeat, to cross, orpre- 
vent. 

7. Sub'vert, v. to overturn. 

10. Colleague, t. companion In office. 
Condscalions, a. forfeitures. 


11. Contrave'ned, r. opposed. 

12. Or'dinance, a. law, rule. 

13. Frontier, a, borders, condnes. 

15. Exiled, a, banished. 

16. Reinstated, f)ar^ put again la pot- 

session. 

17. Am'nesty, t. an act of general par- 

don. 


1. Though the Lacedaemo'mans would not consent to 
the entire destruction of Athesjjs, as they would not be 
guilty, they said, of putting out one of the eyes of Greece, 
yet they not only reduced it to the lowest condition in 
point of political consequence, but even altered the form of 
its government ; for they compelled the people to abolirfi 
the democracy, and submit to the government of thirty 
men, who were commonly known by the name of the thirty 
tyrants. 2. Instead of compiling and publishing a more 
perfect body of laws, which was the pretence for their 
being chosen, they began to exercise a power of life and 
death ; and though they appointed a senate, and other 
magistrates, they made no farther use of them than to 
confirm their own authority, and see their commands 
M 4 
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executed. At first, it is true, they proceeded with some 
caution, and condemned only the most profligate sort of 
citizens, viz. such as lived by informing and giving evi- 
dence against their neighbours. But this was only to 
blind the eyes of the populace ; their real design was 
to make themselves absolute; and, as they well knew 
that this could not be done without a foreign power, 
they next contrived to have a guard sent from Sparta. 
This guard was commanded by one Callib'ius, whom they 
soon won over to their designs ; and from this time for- 
ward they proceeded to act without control, filling the city 
with the blood of those who, on account of their riches, 
interests, or good qualities, were most hkely to oppose 
them. 

3. One of their first acts of cmelty was to procure the 
death of Alcihi'ades, who had taken refuge in the do- 
minions of Persia. This man, though driven from his 
country, did not cease to interest himself in its welfare ; 
and the tyrants dreading that, by his popularity at 
Athens, where he was still much beloved, he would 
thwart all their schemes, entreated the Lacedeemo'nians 
to rid them of so formidable an opponent. This request 
the Lacedaemo'nians had the meanness to comply with, 
and accordingly wrote to Phamaba'zus, the Persian 
governor, for that purpose. 4. The Satrap had always 
envied the illustrious Athenian, and was now particularly 
anxious for his destruction, as Alcibi'ades had penetrated 
the aepret of the rebellion designed by the Persian prince 
Cy'nMi against his brother, and had revealed it to Phama- 
ba'zuS, who was anxious to possess the undivided merit 
of the discovery at the court of Artoxerxes. 5. The 
manner of this great man’s death did not disgrace the 
high character for courage he had maintained during life. 
The assassins sent against him were afraid to attack him 
openly ; they, therefore, surrounded the house in which 
he was. and set it oi|^re. Alcibi^ades forced his way 
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through the flames, sword in hand, and drove the barba- 
rians before him, not one of whom had the courage to 
oppose him ; but all of them discharging their darts and 
javelins upon him from a distance, he at last fell covered 
with wounds and expired. Timan'dra, his mistress, took 
up his body, and having covered and adorned it with the 
finest robes she had, she made as magnificent a funeral for 
it as her present circumstances would allow. 

6. The tyrants, though eased of their apprehensions 
from this quarter, began to dread an opposition from an- 
other, that is, from the general body of the people, whom 
they well knew to be dissatisfied with their conduct : they, 
therefore, invested three thousand citizens with some part 
of their power, and by their assistance kept the rest in 
awe. Encouraged by such an accession of strength, they, 
soon proceeded to still greater extremities than any they 
had hitherto ventured on ; they agreed to single out every 
one his man to put him to death, and seize his estate for 
the maintenance of their guard. 

7. Therame'nes, one of their number, was struck with 

horror at their proceedings ; Crit'ias, therefore, the prin- 
cipal author of this detestable resolution, thought it 
necessary to take him out of the way, and he accordingly 
accused him to the senate of endeavouring to subvert the 
government, 8. The eloquent defence of the accused 
produced a great effect on the assembly, and would have 
led to his acquittal, had not Crit'ias surrounded the place 
of trial with armed men, who significantly exhibited the 
points of their daggers, and thus terrified the senate 
into a verdict of guilty. Sentence of death was imme- 
diately passed upon him, and he was obliged to drink the 
juice of hemlock, the usual mode of execution at that time 
in Athens, 9, His fate would have deserved greater 
commiseration, had he not been himself the foremost in 
procuring the judicial murder of the admirals who liad 
gained the battle of Arginu'sae. whose disciple 

II 5 
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he had been, was the only person of the senate who ven- 
tured to appear in his defence; he made an attempt to 
rescue him out of the hands of the officer of justice, and 
after his execution, went about as it were in defiance of the 
thirty, exhorting and animating the senators and citizens 
against them. 

10. The tyrants, thus freed from the opposition of a 
colleague, whose presence was a continual reproach to 
them, set no longer any bounds to their cruelty and rapa- 
city. Nothing was now heard of but imprisonments, con- 
^cations, and murders ; every one trembled for himself or 
his friends, and amidst the general consternation which 
had seized the citizens on account of their personal 
danger, all hope seems to have been lost of recovering 
public liberty. 

11. The Lacedaemonians, not content with supporting 
the thirty tyrants in the exercise of their cruelty, were 
unwilling to let any of the Athe'nians escape from their 
hands. They published an edict to prohibit the cities of 
Greece from gi\dng them refuge, decreed that such of 
them as fled should be delivered up to the thirty, and 
condemned aU those who contravened this edict to pay a 
fine of five talents. 12. Two cities only, Meg'ara ^ and 
Thebes though ancient enemies of Athens, rejected with 
disdain so unjust an ordinance. The latter went still further, 
andf^ published a decree, that every house and city in 
BcBo'tia should be open and free for any Athe'nian that 
desired protection, and that whoever did not assist a 
fogitiye Athe^man who was seized, should be fined a 
talent. 18. Thrasybulua, a man of an amiable character, 
who had long deplored the miseries of his country, was 
now the first to relieve it. At Thebes he held a consul- 
tation wkh hiii fellow- citizens, and the result was, that 
some attempt, with whatever danger it might be attended 


* The cep'tal af Me^axii. 


The capital of B4xotU. 
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ehould certainly be made for restoring the public liberty. 
Accordingly, with a party of thirty men only, as Ne'pos 
says, but as Xen'ophon more probably relates of nearly 
seventy, he seized upon Ph/le, a strong castle on the 
frontier of Attica. 14. This enterprise alarmed the tyrants, 
who immediately marched out of Athens with their three 
thousand followers, and their Spartan guard, and at- 
tempted the recovery of the place, but were repulsed with 
loss. Finding they could not carry it by a sudden assault, 
they resolved upon a siege ; but not being sufficiently pro- 
vided for that purpose, and a greaft snow falling in the 
night, they were forced to retire the next day into the city, 
leaving only part of their guard to prevent any further in- 
cursions into the country. 

15. Encouraged by this success, Thrasybu'lus no longer 
kept upon the defensive, but marching out of Phyle, by 
night, at the head of a thousand men, made himself master 
of Peirae'eus. The thirty flew thither with their troops, and 
a battle ensued; but as the soldiers on one side fought 
with spirit and ardour for their liberty, and on the other 
with indolence and neglect for the power of their oppres- 
sors, the victory was not long doubtful, but followed the 
better cause : the tyrants were overthrown ; Crit'ias was 
killed upon the spot ; and as the rest of the army were 
taking to flight, Thrasybu'lus cried out, “Wherefore do 
you fly from me as a victor, rather than assist me the 
avenger of your liberty ? We ore not enemies but fellow- 
citizens : neither have we declared war against the city, but 
against the thirty tyr^ts." He entreated them to remem- 
ber, that they had the same origin, country, laws, and reE- 
gion ; he exhorted them to pity their exiled brethren, to 
restore them to their country, and resume their Eberty 
themselves. This discourse had the desired effect. The 
army, u^n their return to Athens, expelled the thirty, and 
substituted ten persons to govern in their room, whose 

M 6 
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conduct, however, proved no better than that of their pre- 
deceBBors. 

16. Though the govenunent was thus altered, and the 
thirty deprived of their power, they still had hopes of being 
reinstated in their former authority, and sent deputies to 
Sparta to demand aid. Lysan'der was for granting it ; but 
Pausa'nias, who then reigned in Sparta, moved with com- 
passion at the deplorable condition of the Athenians, fa- 
voured them in private, and obtained a peace for them * : 
it was sealed with the blood of the tyrants, who, having 
taken arms to restore themselves to power, were put to the 
sword, and Athena left in full possession of its liberty. 
(B.C. 403.) 17. Thrasybu'lus then proposed an amnesty, 

by which the citizens engaged upon oath that all past 
actions should be buried in oblivion. The goveniment 
was re-established upon its ancient footing, the laws re- 
covered their former vigour, the magistrates were elected 
with the usual ceremonies, and democracy was once more 
restored to this unfortunate people. These events took 
place in the Archonship of Eucli'des, and hence the phrase, 
“before Eucli'des,’’ became a proverbial expression for 
events beyond the time of legal memory. 


Questions, 

1. How did the Lacedaemonians treat the Athenians ? 

2. In what manner did the thirty tyrants behave ? 

3. Of what illuatrious person were the tyrants afraid ? 

4. Why was Fharnabazus jealous of Alcibiades 7 
6. How was Alcibiades slain ? 

6. Did the tyrants share their power with any portion of the people f 
7 Why did Theramenes incur the hatred of hia aaanciates 7 
0. Does any circumstance diminish our pity for his fate ? 


* Pausanlau, it is probable, was more actuated by envy of Lysandcr 
than by compassion for the Athenians, in his opposition to the plans of 
that general Whatever might be his motive, however, Athens owed to 
him that she was not annexed to the dominions of Sparta. 
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9 . Hovo did Socrates prove his courage and love of justice t 

10. Did the tyrants persevere in cruelty t 

1 1. How did the Lacedeemonians act ? 

12. Did any of the Grecian states shelter the Athenians 7 

13. Who attempted the liberation of Athens 7 

14. Did the enterprise succeed 7 

15. By what prudent conduct did Thrasybulus engage the army to de- 

throne the tyrants 7 

16. On whom did the tyrants depend for succour? 

17* How was the state of Athens finally settled 7 


SECTION II. 

TAe Death of Socrates, 


Thy godlike crime was to be kind, 

To render with thy precepts less 
The sum of human wretchedness, 

And strengthen man with his own mind. 

Byron. 


2. Stat'uary, j. maker of jtatuei. --where those who had deserved 

S. Sophists, j. artful reasoners. well of their country were fed at 

5. Anta'gonist, 5. opponent. the public expense. 

It). Frytanei'um, f. a hall in Athens, 13. Stim'ulatlng, ftart. urging to actira. 

^ 

1. The many revolutions wliicli had lately taken place in 
the Athenian form of government , and the gross ipiustice 
with which trials involving party feeling had been con- 
ducted, produced a very injurious effect on the minds of 
the people, and made them the easy dupes of orators, who 
flattered their vanity, and inflamed their passions. Tbip 
was fatally experienced by Socrates, the wisest and hofit qf 
the Athenian philosophers, who found that neither the 
nocence of his life, nor his abstinence from public affairs, 
could protect him from the envy and malice of his enemies. 

2. He had been originally the son of a sculptor, and is 

said to have worked as a statuary in his earlj^ife; but he 
deserted this occupation for the study of and 
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avoiding the idle disquisitions of his contemporaries, aimed 
at forming such a system of morals as might best contri- 
bute to the happiness of individuals, and the security of the 
state. 3. There were then in Athens a number of public 
lecturers called Sophists, who professed to instruct youth 
in eloquence and reasoning ; they regarded truth as a 
matter of indifference, and declared themselves ready to 
maintain any assertion, however false or absurd, by their 
skill in argument. Such men could not fail of procuring 
a great number of followers in a popular state like Athens, 
where every thing was decided in the public assemblies. 
4. In consequence a great laxity of principle became every 
where apparent, for nothing is more pernicious than the 
habit of defending falsehood; and the profligacy of the 
public men at Athens, in attacking innocence and screening 
guilt, was as notorious as it was abominable. 5. Socmtes 
was a fo rmidab le antagonist of the Sophists, whose quibbles 
he overthrew by his strong common sense ; but he thus 
raised up against himself a body of powerful enemies, eager to 
destroy one who thus curtailed their profitable employment, 
and very unscrupulous in the use of means by which their 
object might he effected. 6. Though he always abstained 
ELS much 06 possible from interfering m the affairs of state, 
we find him coming forward on two memorable occasions, 
to prevent his countrymen from committing great crimes ; 
he defended the admirals for their pretended misconduct at 
Arginu'sBB against the infuriate violence 6i the populace; 
and Jie boldly protested against the illegal murder of 
Theram'enea by the thirty tyrants. His intrepidity was 
exhibited in vain, and he provoked on both occasions the 
hostility of a great number, who eagerly sought an oppor- 
tunity for his deetmction. 

7. At length three rhetoricians or teachers of oratory, 
Mdi'toi, An'ytus, and Ly^con, accused Socrates, before 
the of introducing strange gods, and of corrupting 

the y4!Kith. C. 400.) 8. This diarge should legally 
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have been heard before the court of Areiopagu«, but the 
accusers contrived that it should be tried in the Heli^aeap a 
court composed of about five hundred judges, selected in- 
differently from the great body of the people. 9. The 
friends and disciples of Socrates were greatly alarmed at 
the danger to which he was exposed, but he himself re- 
mained perfectly unmoved ; he rgected the elaborate de- 
fence which had been prepared for him by Lys^ias, and 
replied to the charges of his accusers with a firmness which 
enraged his judges, who were accuatomed to see criminala 
soJicit their mercy. 10. He was found guilty by a majority 
of three voices. On being asked, according to the strange 
custom of Athens, to name his punishment, he demanded 
to be maintained in the Prytanei'um at the public expense. 
This completed the indignation of the judges, and they im- 
mediately sentenced him to drink hemlock, the usual manner 
of executing state criminals. 

1 1 . It happened that the day before his trial, the high 
priest had crowned the stem of the vessel sent annually to 
Delos to commemorate the liberation of Athens by The- 
seus ; from the performunce of this ceremony until the re- 
turn of the vessel, it was unlawful to execute any criminal 
in Athens. Socrates employed this long interval in deli- 
ver mg to i.is pupils those beautiful moral lessons which 
form the principal charm of the dialogues of Pla'to. Du- 
ring these thirty days, several plans of escape were pro- 
jected, but he steadily spurned such offers, and when at 
length the fatal vessel returned, he s ubmitted to the unjy st 
sentence with the ^eatest firmness and resignation . The 
persecution raised against the philosopher extended* also to 
his disciples, who were forced to seek safety in exile ; but 
in a few years tardy justice was done to his memory ; the 
Athenians, too late perceiving their error, turned their anger 
against those by whom they had been instigated to comaiit 
such a crime. 12. Of those who brought about the c(m- 
demnation of Socrates, some were executed, ^others ba- 
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nished, and many unable to bear the popular odium, com- 
mitted Buicide ; while the Athenian people, paseing from 
one extreme to the other, erected a chapel to Socrates, and 
superstitiously honoured him as a god whom they had un- 
justly condemned els a criminal. 

13. While these events took place in Athens, Asia was 
the scene of a brief but glorious struggle, which greatly 
raised the character of the Greeks for valour and conduct. 
Cyprus, the younger son of Dari'us No' thus, the Persian 
king, had from his infancy shown far superior powers of 
thought and action to those of his elder brother Arta- 
xerxes ; his mother, Parys'atis, had vainly laboured to per- 
suade Darius to change the order of succession in his fa- 
vour ; but the old king steadily refusing, she only succeeded 
in stimulating the ambition of one son, and awakening 
the jealousy of the other. 14. Soon after the death of 
Dari'us, Artaxerxes, at the instigation of Tissapher'nes, 
threw Cyrus into prison, and would have put him to death, 
but for the intercession of his mother. At her request, he 
was not only pardoned, but restored to the government of 
Lesser Asia, which he had held in the lifetime of his fa- 
ther. 15. As during his former administration, he had 
been of the most essential service to the Spartans, and was 
indeed the principal cause of their great success, he found 
it easy to renew his alliance with that people, while at the 
same time he conciliated the Asiatic Greeks by the justice 
and mildness of his administration. But the memory of 
the insult he had suffered, and the danger he had escaped, 
still rankled in the bosom of Cyrus ; he resolved to dethrone 
his brother, and for this purpose obtained from the Lace- 
dsemonians permission to enlist soldiers in Greece, while 
he silently assembled an army in Asia. 16. The desired 
leave was granted : a body amounting to about thirteen 
thousand was collected, under the command of Clearichus, 
from the different states of Greece ; several you^ig men of 
rank joined as volunteers, amongst whom was Xen'ophon, 
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the disciple of Socrates, who haa left us a most interesting 
narrative of the expedition. 

17. Though Artaxerxes had received frequent warnings 
of his danger, he seems to have neglected every pre- 
paration for resistance, since the army of Cyrus marched 
almost without opposition into the very heart of the Persian 
empire. (B. C. 400.) At length, when the invaders reached 
the plains of Cynax'a, within a day’s march of Babylon, 
they suddenly learned that the army of Artaxerxes was in 
their neighbourhood. Immediate preparations were made 
for battle, and a fierce engagement ensued. 18. The 
Greeks totally defeated the wing of the Persians to which 
they were opposed, but their victory was rendered useless 
by the death of Cyrus, who irritated to madness by the 
sight of his brother, had attacked the royal guard, accom- 
panied only by his personal attendants, and had fallen in 
the encounter. 

19. The victorious Greeks, on returning to their camp, 
were surprised to find that it had been plundered, and 
that no intelligence had been received from Cyrus. The 
night was spent in great anxiety, but the following morn- 
ing they became acquainted with the extent of their mis- 
fortune. They sent to Ariae'us, the lieutenant of Cyrus, 
ofii’ering to place him on the throne of Persia, but the 
satrap judiciously refused, and advised them to join him 
in retreating to Lesser Asia. 20. In the meon time, a he- 
rald arrived from Artaxer'xes, commanding the Greeks to 
surrender their arms, which they indignantly refused ; 
this was followed by a second message of a dififerent na- 
ture, proposing to treat about the safe- conduct of the 
Greeks to their native land. This negotiation was pro- 
tracted for twenty days by the artful Tissaphemefl, during 
which time he successfully laboured to persuade Arisus to 
purchase a pardon from the king, by deserting the Greeks, 
21. Soon after Tissaphernes invited the Grecian command- 
ers to a conference, and treacherously murdered them. • 
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22. The BituatioQ of the Greeks, when they learned the 
perfidious assassination of their leaders, was the most de- 
plorable that can be conceived. They were more than 
twelve hundred miles from home, surrounded by lofty 
inountains, deep and rapid rivers, by powerful enemies, 
and perfidious friends, without provisions, without horses, 
and without leaders. Yet they overcame all these diffi- 
culties, under the guidance of the new generals S whom 
they elected ; they fought their way through the great ex- 
tent of the Persian empire, and made their retreat, com- 
monly called the retreat of the ten thousand^ one of the most 
telebrated exploits recorded in military annals. 


1. What evil eflfects were produced by the repeated revolutions in 
Athena ? 

% Who was Socrates ? 

3. What pernicious class of public instxuetors existed in Athens ? 

4 . Did any evil result from the teaching of the Sophists ? 

3. By whom were the Sophists opposed 1 

6. Did Socrates ever interfere in public affairs ? 

7. Who were the accusers of Socrates 1 

fl. Was the trial of Socrates strictly legal I 

9. Did Socrates make an elaborate defence ? 

10. How did Socrates irritate his judges ? 

11. Why was the execution of the sentence delayed? 

12. Did the Athenians repent of their injustice to Socrates ? 

13. By whom were the seeds of enmity sown between the sons of Da- 

rius Nothus 7 

14. What additional circumstance increased the hostility of Cyrus 
• against his brother ? 

15. To whom did Cyrus apply for assistance ? 

18. By whom were the Grecian auxiliaries commanded ? 

17. Where did the two armies come to an engagement ? 

18. What was the event of the battle ? 

19. H ow did the Greeks act when they heard of the death of Cyrus ? 

20. Did the Persians make any proposals to the Gcecian auxiliaries 7 
2). What act of treachery was perpetrated by the Persians ? 

22. Why is this retreai so celebrated ? 


' The principal were Cherisopnui the Spartan, and Xenophon the 
Athenian 



RETREAT OF THE TEN THOUSAND. 


239 


SECTION m. 

T}ie Peace q/" Antalciias. 


Prompt in revenge, and rancorous in hate, 

Resolved to ruin or to rule the state. 

Drydek. 


1 . Ba'trap, a. Persian governor of a 
province. 

S. Strpulatod, part, agreed upon. 

7. Legit'lmacy, j. lawful tlrth. 


9. Dlmln'utlve, adj. small. 

16. Im'minent, adj, near, at hand. 

24. Famphy'lia, s, a province in Aria 
Minor. 


1 . The consequences of the defeat of Cy'nis were exten- 
sively felt in Asia and Europe. Artaxer xes was naturally 
indignant with the LacedEemonians for the assistance they 
had given to Cy'rus in his rebellion, and issued orders to 
Tissapher'nes to attack the Asiatic states that were in alli- 
ance with Sparta. (B. C. 398.) The Satrap proceeded 
with the troops which he had used in harassing the re- 
treat of the Greeks into iEolia, and there laid siege to 
several cities which the Spartans had garrisoned. 2. When 
the news of this reached Greece, Thim'bron was sent into 
Asia with a small body of troops, which he was oidered 
to increase, by taking into his pay the .surviving remnant 
of the ten thousand. 3. These soldiers, after their brilliant 
retreat from Asia, had entered into the service of Seu'thes, 
king of Thrace, and enabled him to triumph over all his 
enemies ; but the ungrateful Thracian refused to pay them 
the stipulated reward. They were now reduced to great 
distress, and it was therefore with feelings of great pleasure, 
that Xen'ophon led six thousand men, the remnant erf that 
gallant army, to serve under the Spartans. 4. Thim'bron, 
though partially successful, kept such laj discipline, that 
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his soldiers were as formidable to their friends as their 
enemies. The allies sent deputies to Sparta complaining 
of the evils which they suffered, and in compliance with 
their request, the command of the army was transferred to 
Dercyllidas, a general equally remarkable for his valour 
and integrity. 5. Under the guidance of their new leader, 
the Spartans made rapid progress, and subdued a great por- 
tion of Lesser Asia. At length the satraps, Phamaba^zus, 
and Tissapher'nes, having collected a very numerous army, 
advanced towards Eph'esus. Dercyl'lidas having reinforced 
himself with the troops of the Asiatic Greeks, prepared 
to meet him, but the mutual distrust of both generals in 
their followers prevented an engagement. 6. Dercyl'lidaa 
found that he could rely only on his European soldiers, 
while the army of Tissapher'nes, remembering the valour 
of the Ten Thousand, hesitated to engage with any Grecian 
troops. Negotiations for peace were commenced, but 
during their progress, Tissapher'nes was engaged in collect- 
ing reinforcements, and especially in preparing a powerful 
fleet in the ports of Phceni'cla. The Spartans having dis- 
covered the treachery of the satrap, were enraged with 
Dercyllidas for having been so easily duped, and therefore 
tnmsferred the command of the Asiatic army to their young 
sovereign Agesila'us. 

7. A'gis, the late king of Sparta, having very good reason 
to BU|pect the fidelity of his wife, had long refused to ac- 
knowledge the legitimacy of her son, Leotych'ides ; but, on 
his death bed, he changed his mind, and declared him the 
lawful inheritor of the crown. The Spartans, however, 
were not satisfied with this late recognition ; they set aside 
Leotych'ides, and raised to the throne Agesila'us, the 
younger brother of their late sovereign. 8. Lysander had 
a principal share in procuring this decision ; the universal 
jealousy and resentment which his own wanton abuse of 
power had excited, prevented him from attaining political 
eminence himself ; but his influence in behalf of others 
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was still powerful. 9. The forni and appearance of Age- 
fiilaus were mean and diminutive, but the powers of his 
mind more than compensated for the defects of his per- 
son ; his character was vigorous and energetic, his military 
talent of the very highest order, and his abilities as a 
j statesman still more conspicuous. Truth compels us to 
add, that his moral character was not equally honourable ; 
in cunning, treachery, and artifice, he rivalled Lysander 
himself, and was full els unscrupulous in the use of any 
means by which he might obtain the objects of his am- 
bition. (B, C. 396.) 10. Agesila^'us passed over into 

Asia, at the head of a powerful army, accompanied by 
thirty Spartan senators, at the head of whom was Lysan- 
der. The young king treated his benefactor, whom he 
dreaded as a rival, with signal ingratitude ; the measures 
of Lysander were continually thwarted, his proposals heard 
with studied contempt, until at length wearied out, he 
^turned home disappointed and disgraced. 11. During 
two glorious campaigns, Agesila'us shook the Persian 
throne to its very foundation, and would probably have 
anticipated Alexander in the destruction of that empire, 
had he not been called home by the news of fresh disturb- 
ances in Greece. A little before his return, he removed 
Pha'rax, one of the ablest of the Spartan admirals, and 
gave the command to Peisan'der, a creature of his own, 
possessing indeed great bravery, but totally destitute of 
skill in naval affairs. 

12. Ever since the overthrow of the Athe'nian power, 
the Spartans had been the xmdisputed masters of Greece, 
and had exercised their power so tyrannically, that their 
name became odious to both their old and their new con- 
federates. Artoxerxes, unable to resist the progress of 
Agesila'us in Asia, sent over large sums of money to bribe 
the leaders of several Grecian states, and these hireling 
orators declaimed in every city against the pride and cru- 
elty of Sparta. 13. The The'bans were the first who 
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manifested their hostility by sending assistance to the 
Lo^crians against the Pho'cians, then in alliance with 
the Lacedaemo'nians. With their usual haughty rashnese, 
the Lacedaemonian senate, without even condescending to 
remonstrate, sent Lysan'der to invade Boeo'tia, and assem- 
bled a second army under king Pausa'nias to ensure the 
complete subjugation of the country. 14. Lysan'der 
having taken some of the smaller towns, laid siege to 
Haliar'tus, but perceiving the strength of its fortifications, 
he sent a trusty messenger to hasten the arrival of Pausa'- 
nias. The letter was intercepted by the Thebans, who 
immediately prepared an ambush, and then by exhibiting 
every sign of fear, induced Lysan'der to attack the town 
without waiting for his sovereign. The artifice succeeded : 
Lysander on his approach to the town was surprised by a 
sudden and vigorous sally of the garrison ; he was slain in 
the very first onset, and before his followers could recover 
from their confusion, their rear was assaulted by those 
who had been placed in ambush, and they feU or fled 
without resistance. Late in the day Pausa'nias arrived 
on the field of action ; but finding the calamity irremedi- 
able, he sent to the Thebans for permission to bury the 
dead, thus according to the Grecian form acknowledging 
their claim to victory. 

15. Their defeat at Haliar'tus induced the Spartans to 
recal Agesila'us from Asia, at the very moment when 
he seemed likely to humble the Persian empire in the dust. 
(B. C. 395.) He did not, however, hesitate, but assembled 
the deputies of the Asiatic Greeks, and bade them a final 
farewell ; many of their soldiers accompanied him as vo- 
lunteers, and he was thus enabled, after crossing the Hel'- 
leapont, to pursue the route which Xerxes had taken in his 
invasion cf Greece, without any fear of being stopped by 
a superior force. 

16. But the news of on unexpected cilamity, which 
he had himself in some measure caused, reached him on 
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his march, and made him sensible of the imminent danger 
that threatened the Spartan power. It has been already 
mentioned, that Co'non, after the battle of iE'gos Po'- 
tamos, had fled to the court of Evag'oras in Cy pms ; 
by that monarch he had been recommended to the satrap 
Pharnaba'zus, who employed the illustrious Athenian 
in collecting and preparing a fleet in the harbours of 
Phceni'cia and Cili'cia. While Pha^rax was at the head 
of the Spartan navy, he prevented the union of the de- 
tached squadrons, but the ignorance of Pei^sander ena- 
bled Co'non to execute all his projects. 17. Having 
obtained a large sum of money from Artaxerxes, he 
hired the best sailors in the Greek islands, and soon 
after putting to sea, he united his squadron with that 
of Pharnaba'zus, and sailed in search of the Lacedze- 
monians. The hostile fleets met off Cnei'dus, between 
the Spor^ades and the Asiatic coast ; Peisan'der with his 
usual imprudence precipitated an engagement, in which he 
was defeated and slain, and the Spartans lost their supre- 
macy by sea for ever. 

18. The splendid victoiy which Agesila'us gained over 
the Thebans at Coronei'a, soon after the news reached 
him, could not compensate for the loss of the navy. 
19. The Athe'nians, who had in some measure recovered 
their strength, began again to triumph on their favourite 
element, and Lacedaemon had no admiral able to com-, 
pete with Co'non, Thrasybulus, and ChaT)rias. The 
war continued eight years longer, but was principally 
confined to petty inroads and trifling skirmishes in the 
north of the Peloponne'sus, the Thebans issuing from 
Corinth, and the Spartans from Sicyon. 20. The Corin- 
thian nobility wonld gladly have made a separate peace, 
bnt their leaders were treacherously murdered by the poppQ- 
lar party, during the solemnity of a reli^kiVM feathrid, 
TB. C. 394.) This treachery exposed Corintlita tte 
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evils of forei^ dominion and civil war ; for the Argives 
embraced the side of the populace, the Spartans that of 
the nobles, and each alternately ruled Corinth as their re- 
spective parties prevailed. 

21, Co^non, following up his victory, deprived the Spar- 
tans of all their cities in Lesser Asia, except Ab/dus, which 
Dercyllidas rendered impregnable. The only reward he 
asked from the Persians for his valuable services, was their 
assistance in rebuilding the walls of Athena, which Phar- 
naba^zus, moved as much by policy as gratitude, readily 
granted. (B, C. 393.) The Persian fleet, being en- 
trusted to Co'non, reduced the islands of the Cyclades and 
Cythe'ra, ravaged the coasts of Laco'nia, and at length 
sailed to the long deserted harbours of Athens. 22 , Imme- 
diately on their arrival, they proceeded to repair the ancient 
fortifications ; the soldiers and sailors of the fleet, the 
neighbouring Boeo'tians, but above all the inhabitants of 
Athens, laboured with such eatajjrdinary diligence, that 
the city was restored to its fonc^rtrength before the Spar- 
tans could take any measures for its prevention. Co'non 
then employed the Persian fleet in restoring the ancient 
supremacy of the Athenians over the islands in the iEgean 
Sea, a measure so alarming to the Spartans, that they re- 
solved to purchase peace from Persia on any terms, how- 
ever humiliating. 23. They employed as their agent An- 
talVidas, a Spartan, who had long resided in the East, and 
v^^ho added to his native cunning an intimate acquaintance 
with Asiatic habits. The use made of the Persian fleet by 
Co'non^ fumishat him with a pretence for rousing the jea- 
lousy of the satraps ; and he procured the arrest, and pro- 
bably the murder of that admirals 24- Still Artoxer'xes 
had been too deeply injured by the Bpartans to .listen to 
terms of accommodation#^ and Antal'cidas might probably 
have failed, not the Athenians provoked the resent- 
ment of th# S^ian monarch, by a rash incursion into 
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Famphyliat in which Thrasybulus was slain, and by aiding 
Evag^oras in an attempt to secure the independence of 
Cyprus. 

25. The terms of the peace were at length settled, and 
never was any treaty signed that reflected more flisgrace 
on a nation than this did on the Spartans. (B. C. 387.) 
All the Greek cities in Asia, with the peninsula of Clazo- 
me'noe, and the island of Cy'prus, were given up to the Per- 
sians ; all the republics of Greece, small and great, de- 
clared independent of each other, and the Spartans under 
the Persian monarch were charged with securing the obser- 
vance of these articles. Thus did Sparta, in order to secure 
her own pre-eminence at home, sacrifice the liberty of the 
Asiatic Greeks, and make the ancient enemy of Hellas the 
supreme arbiter of her destiny. 

26. After many vain remonstrances, Athens, Argos, 
Corinth, and Thebes, unable to resist the united forces of 
Sparta and Persia, reluotip^tlly assented to the inglorious 
conditions ; but Evagoroaitm determined to maintain Cy- 
prus independent. After a gallant resistance, however, he 
was obliged to submit, but such was the respect inspired 
hy his valour, that he was permitted to retain his original 
dominions on condition of paying the former tribute. 


Questions, 


1. Wbat were the consequences of the defeat of Cyrus ? 

2. Td whom did the Spartans entrust the command of the troops in 

Asia ? 

3. What became of the relics of the Ten 

4. How did Thimbron behave in Asia ? 

5. Why were the Grecian and Persian generals equally unwilling to 

come to an engagement? 

C. For what reason waa Dercyllidas removed from the command? 

7. How Agesilaus raised to the Spartan throne 7 

6. Why did Lysander assist Agesilaus V 

0. What was the character of the new Spartan king? 

10. How did Agesilaus treat Lysander? 

11. To whom was the Spartan navy entrusted ? 

12. Why did Artaxerxes easily succeed in ezcil 

Spartans in Greece ? 



agfthut the 



866 , 


HISTORY or GREECE. 


13. 'Whom did the Speu-tans send against the Thebans 7 
]4. What were the circumstances of the battle of Haliartus ? 

15. How did Agesilaus return from Asia? 

16. In what manner was Conon employed ? 

17- How was Spajta deprived of her supremacy by sea ? 

IB. Did any victory by land compensate for the defeat at Cneidui ? 

19. How long did this war continue? 

20. To what misfortunes was Corinth subjected 7 

21. Did Conon follow up his victories? 

22. What benefit did Conon confer on his native country ? 

23. Whom did the Spartans employ to negotiate a peace ? 

24. How did the Athenians incur the resentment of Artaxerxes ? 

25. What were the conditions of the peace of Antalcidas ? 

26. Did any person refuse for a time to submit to these conditions ? 


CHAPTER XI. 

I^e Third Peloponnesian War. 


Even now 

His spirit rose ; the sense of power, the sight 

Of his brave people, ready ^here he led 

To fight their country’s battles, and the thought 

Of instant action and deliverance 

From Sparta's yoke — revived his heart and gave 

Fresh impulse to its spring. Southey. 


Overwhelm'ing, part, overcoming 
all registance. 

A. OcL'upa'tion, j. taking possession. 

G. Stratagem, s. cunning artilice. 

1 y. liivlii'cible, adj, not to be comiuered.. 


J9. Contemp'orary, adj. living at the 
same time. 

20. Importun'ities, *. vehement re- 
quests. 

Diriiiience, i. modesty. 


1 . Thb supremacy which Sparta had so disgracefully pur- 
chased by the peace of Antal'cidas was exercised with 
great severity. They declared war against the little state 
of Mantinti^ai und^r the pretence that its inhabitants had 
furnished com to their enemies during the late war, and 
after encountering a fierce, but ineffectual resistance, le- 
velled the city to the ground. They sent an army to regu- 
late the inteiBal condition of Phli'us, and cruelly massacred 
all those suspected of hostihty to their interests 

(B. C. 303.) 2. Finally they proclaimed ^ar against 
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the Olyn^thians, for assuming supremacy over the other 
states on the sea-coEiflt of Macedon, During four years the 
Olyn'thians baffled every effort of Sparta and her alliea, but 
at length an overwhelming force was sent, which compelled 
them after a siege of eight months to surrender. The terms 
on which peace was granted were sufficiently harsh, but 
Olyn'thus was permitted to retain its independence. 

3. The Olyh'thian war is, however, principally remark- 
able for a vile instance of treachery exhibited by the 
Spartans to a city with which they were in alliance. Dur- 
ing the first year of the war, Phce'bidas had been sent with 
a numerous reinforcement to the army that had advanced 
against Olynthus ; on his passage through Boeo'tia, he was 
met by some of the aristocratic faction at Thebes, who of- 
fered to put him in possession of the Theban citadel, pro- 
vided he would aid them in subduing their opponents. 
PhoBl)idas without hesitation assented, and being introduced 
by some of the nobles during the night, seized and garri- 
soned Thebes without opposition. 

4. This treacherous occupation of a city by an ally, ex- 
cited universal detestation throughout Greece. The Spartan 
‘senate felt, or pretended to feel, indignant at the conduct 
of Phce'bidas, but ^ Agesila'us stood forward as his de- 
fender, acknowledging, indeed, that his conduct was un- 
just, but dwelling strongly on its utility ; and by his influ- 
ence it was finally resolved, that Phce'bidas should be fined 
a small sum, for having acted without orders, but that 
the Spartans should retain the fruits of his treachery. 5/ 
The conduct of the prevailing faction at Thebes exceeded 
even the cruelty of the thirty tyrants ; most of the leaders 
of the popular pasty fled to Athens, where they were re- 
ceived with great hospitality ; the rest were butchered withp 
out a trial and without mercy. ^ 

* There is eyery reason to suppose, that Agesilaus bad prompted 
Pboebldas to this action. Xenophon, the historian, an Athenian deserter, 
notoriously partial to the Spartans, scarcely deniM It. * 

N 2 
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6. The Thebans, after submitting to this yoke for four 
years, at last threw it off by the following stratagm, A 
correspondence having been established between the The- 
ban exiles at Athens and such of their countrymen as were 
well affected to them in Thebes, a plan was laid for sur- 
prising the governors and the garrison, 7. The two prin- 
cipal exiles that conducted this plot, were Pelop'idas and 
Melon. Cha'ron, a man of the first consequence in the 
city, joined in the conspiracy, and offered his house for the 
reception of the exiles when they should arrive ; and Phyl'- 
lidas, secretary to the governors, managed the correspon- 
dence between the exiles and the citizens, and promised to 
admit the former into the town. 

8. Matters being thus previously concerted, Pelop'idas 
and Melon, with ten associates, dressed themselves like 
peasants, and beat about the fields with dogs and hunting 
poles, as if in search of game. Having thus passed un- 
suspected, and conveyed themselves into the city, they met 
at Cha'ron’s house, where they were soon after joined by 
thirty-six more of their confederates. To render the exe- 
cution of the plot the more easy and complete, Phyllidas 
had that day contrived to give a grand entertainment to 
the two governors, Ar'chias and Philip. 9. But a secret 
and obscure rumour of impending danger had been spread 
through the city, which had almost disconcerted the plot. 
Cha'ron was summoned before the Spartan magistrates, but 
the readiness with which he answered every question 
checked their suspicions, and he was permitted to retire. 
Soon after, a new and more alarming danger appeared. 
A courier arrived from Athens, and forcing his way into the 
banquet-room, presented a letter to Archios, declaring that 
it contained impyr^t tidings. Its c^htents, indeed, were 
truly important, for it contained a full exposure of the whole 
conspiracy. But Archios, who was a professed voluptuary, 
carelessly answered, " Business to-morrow,*' and thrust the 
letter under his pillow. 
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10. The associates divided themselves ii^t^ two bands. 
One of these, led by Cha'ron and Melon, were to attack 
the governors and their company. Accordingly, having 
put on women’s clothes over their armour, with pine and 
poplar garlands on their heads, to shade their faces, they 
took the opportunity, when the guests were all heated with 
wine, to enter the laom, and immediately stabbed Ar'chias 
and Philip, with such others of the company as were 
pointed out to them by Phyllidas, In the mean time, 
Pelopldas and Damocli'des, attacked Leon'tidas, another 
adherent of the Spartans, who was at home and in bed. 
But this man made a desperate resistance ; for^ taking up 
his sword, he met them at his chamber door, and slew the 
first that set upon him : but after a long and violent strug- 
gle, he was at last overcome by Pelop'idas, who killed 
him on the spot, His friend and neighbour, H/pates, 
soon after met with the same fate ; and the two bands then 
reuniting, sent an account of their success to the other 
exiles at Athens, and entreated them to hasten their return 
to Thebes. 

11. The work, however, was yet but l^alf done. The 
garrison, together with such of the citizens as favoured 
the Spartan cause, had taken refuge in the citadel ; and 
till these were reduced, Thebes could not be said to be 
free. 12. But a party of five thousand foot and two thou- 
sand horse arriving next morning from Athens, and several 
bodies of troops coming in at the some time from different 
ports of Boeo'tia, Pelopldas soon found himself at the head 
of so powerful an army, that he compelled the garrison to 
surrender at discretion. 

13. The Spartans, though mortihed, were by no means 
dispirited by this reverse of fortune. They made such vi- 
gorous preparations to restore their power at Thebes, that 
the Athenians resolved to remain neutral, and even re- 
newed their alliance with Sparta. But the Spartan gene- 
ral Sphod^rias having made an unsuccessful attempt to 

N ^ 
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seize the Peira'eus, the Athenians justly enraged at 
such an inetaBce of perfidy, resolved to sussist the The- 
bans. The Spartcais now seeing their power attacked by 
such a formidable coalition, sent Agesila'us at the head of 
twenty thousand into BoeoTia. 14. The name alone of 
that general struck terror into the enemy, who, afraid to 
meet him in the open field, took possession of a hill in the 
neighbourhood of the city. Agesila^ua sent a party to 
provoke them to come down, and give him^ battle ; and 
when he saw that they declined this, he drew out hia 
whole army in order to attack them. 15. But ChaT)ria8j 
who, commanded the Athenian auxiliaries, ordered his men 
to present themselves, and keep their ranks close, with 
their shields laid at their feet, their spears advanced, one 
kg forward, and the knee of the other upon the half bend. 
Agesda'us, finding them prepared in this manner to re- 
ceive him, and that they stood as it were in defiance of him, 
thought fit to withdraw his army, and contented himself 
with ravaging the country. This was looked upon as an 
extraordinary stratagem : and Cha'brias valued himself so 
much upon it, t^;iat he procured his statue ^ to be erected in 
that posture. 

16. The Spartans had hitherto been deemed unequalled in 
military prowess ; but they now began to be rivalled, and 
even excelled, in that noble quality by the Thebans. This 
particularly appeared in the battle of Tegy'ra“, Pelop'- 
klafl, the Theban general, had resolved to attack Orchom'- 
en^B^ Tdiich was garrisoned by the Spartans. He, 
therefore, marched against it with a small party of three 
hundred foot and forty horse ; but hearing that a large body 
of Spartans were hastening to its idief, he thought it best 
to retire. In his retreat he fell in with thk reinforcement 
near Tegy'ra ; and, finding it impossibk to avoid a battle, 

^ This stAtufl still exists in Rome* ^ A town in Bceoria. 

* A town in BWoda. 



THIRD PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 271 

he resolutely prepared to engage. 17. After a violeni: 
struggle, which was maintained with equal bravery on both 
sides, Gorgoleon and Theopom'pus, the two Spartan gene- 
rals, feU ; which so intimidated their men, that they im- 
mediately retired on either hand* and opened a way for 
the Thebans to pass. But a safe retreat could not satisfy 
Pelop'idas. Encouraged by his late success, he drew up 
his men afresh, and renewed the battle ; and, after com^ 
mitting a most terrible havoc among the enemy, he put 
them to an entire rout. 

IS. This was the most signal disgrace the Spartans had 
ever met with. They had never before been known to 
yield even to an equal number ; but here they were beaten 
by a force not one-third of their own. It must be ac- 
knowledged, however, that these three hundred foot were 
the flower of the Theban army, distinguished by the name 
of the SACRED BAND. They were as remarkable for their ' 
fidelity to each other as for their strength and courage ; 
they were linked together by the bonds of common friend- 
ship, and were sworn to stand by each other to the last 
extremity. Thus united, they became invincible, .and ge- 
nerally turned the scale of victory in their favour for a 
number of years ; till, at length, they were cut down as 
one man, by the Macedonian phalanx under Philip k 

19. Pelop'idas was not, however, the only distinguished 
general that Thebes produced. Epatoinon'das, his con- 
temporary and colleague in command, was every way his 
equal, and, if possible, his superior. These two great men 
lived in the strictest intimacy and friendship ; and the only 
cause of rivalship between them was, which of them should 
distinguish himself most in promoting the interest and ad« 
vancing the glory of their native country. 20. Epaminon^- 
das had spent the early part of his life in the study of 
philosophy, remote from the management of public affairs, 


1 At the battle of Chaeroneia. See chap. XII. Sect. 4. 
N 4 
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either of a civil or military nature, in neither of which he 
would ever engage, until he was overcome by the importu- 
nities of his countrymen, who thought they perceived in 
him, amidst all his diffidence and self-denial, the seeds of 
many great and excellent qualities. Nor were they de- 
ceived in their opinion ; for when he was placed, as it were 
against his will, at the head of an army, he showed the 
world that an application to the polite arts, so far from dis- 
qualifying a man for a public station, only renders him ca- 
pable of filling it with more distinguished lustre h 


Questions, 

1. How did the Spartans use their new power 7 

2. What caused the war between Sparta and Olynthus 7 

3. Did the Spartaiu commit any act of treachery 7 

4. Was Fhoebida^unished for his treachery 7 

5. How did the Tneban aristocracy behave 7 

• 6. How long did the tyranny of the S^flirtan party at Thebes continue 7 

7. By whom was the plot for the restoration of Theban liberty planned 7 

8. How was it carried into execution f 

9. Was the plot near being discovered ? 

10. Did the conspiracy succeed ? 

11. What place still held out for the Spartans 7 

12. By whose assistance was the citadel reduced 7 

13. Who was sent against the Thebans? 

14. Did Agesilaus offer battle ? 

16. By what military movement was he defeated 7 

16. In whati)attle did the Thebans first show themselves a match for 

the Spartans 7 

17. What was the event of the battle of Tegyra? 

18. To what portion of the Theban troops was the merit of this victory 

chiefly owing 7 

19. Did Thebes produce any rival to Pelopidas 7 

20. What was the character of Epaminondaa ? 


1 Epaminondas, in all respects, whether a soldier, statesman, or phi- 
losopher, is allowed to have been not only the first man of his time, but 
the greatest, perhaps, that any age or nation has produced! He was 
possessed of the most eminent virtues, not counterbalanced by a single 
vice. He was descended from one of the greatest and most opulent 
families in Thebes, and received an education every way suited to hii 
high rank and expectations. 
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SECTION II. 

The Battle of Leuctra, 


Go hide your griefe, and at your lot repine, 

Weep for your sons, while I rejoice in mine. 

Dr. Butler. 


6. Opporlu'nely, adv. at a favourable Emer'gBOcy, i. critical conjuncture, 
time. difficulty. 

IB. Ab'rogate, ii. to abolish, to annul. Dor'mant, a. sleeping, inactive. 


1. By the valour and conduct of Pelop'idas and Epami- 
non'das, Thebes was now able not only to maintain its own 
independence, but even to threaten the rest of Greece with 
subjection. It was probably the apprehension of this last 
event that had made the Athenians break o£F their alliance 
with the Thebans, and join a confederacy with the Spar- 
tans against their former allies. 2. The Spartans had long 
considered themselves as the arbitrators of Greece, Eind 
could ill bear a rival in this boasted pre-eminence : they, 
therefore, resolved to humble the pride of Thebes ; and, 
with this view, their general, CleomTirotus, marched to- 
wards the frontiers of Boeo'tia with a numerous army. 
3. But, in order to give an air of justice to their hostilities, 
they first sent to demand of the Thebans that they should 
restore their liberties to the cities they had seized, that they 
should rebuild those they had demolished, and make repa- 
ration for all the wrongs they had done. To this it was 
replied, “ That the Thebans were accountable to none but 
Heaven for their conduct.’' 4. Nothing now remained on 
either side hut to prepare for action. Epaminon'das im- 
mediately raised all the troops he could, and began hia 
march ; hut his army did not amount to six thousand men, 
while that of the enemy was above four timea that number, 
N 5 
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As several bad omens were urged to prevent his setting 
out, he replied by repeating a verse from Homer, importing 
that no omen is bad when we are to fight for our country, 

— Hi3 flword the brave man draws, 

And owns no omen but his country's cause. 


However, to re-^sure the superstitious soldiers, whom he 
perceived to be discouraged, he instructed several persons 
to come from different places, and report auguries and 
omens in his favour, which revived the spirit and hopes of 
his troops. 

5. Epaminon'das had wisely taken care to secure a pass, 
which would have shortened Cleom'brotus's march con- 
siderably. (B. C. 371.) The latter, after having taken 
a large compass, arrived at Leuc'tra, a small town of 
^ceo'tia, between Platse^ae and Thes'piae. Both parties 
consulted whether they should give battle ; at length 
Cleom'brotus resolved so to do by the advice of his officers, 
who said, that if he declined fighting with such a supe- 
riority of troops it would confirm the current report, that 
he secretly favoured the Thebans. These, on their side, 
had an essential reason for hastening a battle before the 
arrival of the troops which the enemy daily expected. 

6. However the six generals, who formed the council of 
war, being equally divided in their sentiments, the seventh, 
who was Pelop'idas, came very opportunely to give the 
casting vote for an engagement, and his opinion deciding 
the question, it was at last determined to engage h 

7. The two armies, os we have already said, were very 


' In the interim, Jagon, a powerful prince of Thessaly, arrived with 
a TeinfoTcement for the Thebes, of a thousand horse and fifteen hun- 
dred foot : he, however, exerted himself to procure a peace, and a truce 
was actually agreed on. As CleOmbrotus was about to retire out of 
Btsot^, he met Archidamus, the son of Ageulau^ coming with a consi- 
derable force from Sparta j A which, without regard to the truce, he 
Yenirned and attacked the^n!tcban8,«.and the result proved such aa 
j^evfidy and dishonoumble conduct like this deserved. 
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imequEil in number. The Lacedaemonians amounted to 
twenty-four thousand foot, and sixteen hundred horse. 
The Thebans had only six thousand foot, but their ca- 
valry nearly equalled those of the Spartans in number, 
and far surpassed them in discipline and valour. The abi- 
lity of the generals alone supplied the place of great armies, 
especially that of the Theban commander, who was the 
most accomplished soldier of his time ; and he was nobly 
supported by Pelop'idas, who was then at the head of the 
sacred band, 

S. The plain of Leuctra is on every aide surrounded by 
the lofty ridges of Hel'icon, Citlue'ron, and Cynoaceph'alse ; 
and the Thebans, who were in possession of the mountains, 
saw distinctly the line of battle which their enemies had 
formed. As thfe Spartans were so vastly superior in num- 
ber, Epaminoii'das was aware that an adherence to the old 
system of Grecian tactics must invariably end in his defeat, 
and he at once adopted a new plan, which was one of the 
greatest improvements ever introduced into the art of war. 
9. The Spartan army was drawn up in the form of a cres- 
cent ; the native troops formed the right wing imder the 
command of Cleom'brotus, on tlie left were the allies, 
headed by Archida'mus ; these ausdliaries were, however, 
far from being earnest in support of the Spartan cause, 
and many in their secret soul hoped that the Thebans 
might be victorious. 10. Epamiuon^das saw at once that 
if the battalions commanded by Cleom'brotus were de^ 
feated, the victory would be secured, and on that side 
he prepared to make his grand attack. He collected 
all the best soldiers on his own left wing, and drew them 
up in files fifty deep ; the sacred band under Pelop'idiks 
guarded tbe left flank, to prevent the extended lines of the 
Bpartan crescent from getting round on that side to hia 
tear ; the rest of the army were drawn out six file deep, in 
a line dropping off obliquely fcctfa that of the eaesay^ 
1 1 . Thus he had so arranged his forces that the of thu 

N 6 
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day wouid probably be decided by his left wing, before the 
enemy could bring the right to an engagement, The battle 
commenced with the charge of the Theban cavalry, which 
drove back that of the Spartans on the infantry, and threw 
their ranks into confusion. 12. Epaminon'das availed him- 
self of this, and immediately forming his column like a 
wedge, he led down the close serried ranks on the extended 
and disordered lines. The very weight of the column made 
it irresistible, the hostile ranks were broken, and the post 
where Cleom'brotus stood was soon assailed by the intrepid 
Thebans. The danger of the king completed the disorder 
of the Spartans j they ran from every side of the field to his 
assistance, but before they could form new ranks, Cleom'- 
brotus and all his immediate followers were slain. 13. The 
Spartans, after incredible exertions, succeeded in bearing off 
his dead body, while Epaminon'das fortified his ranks, and 
prepared for a renewal of the engagement. But the fate 
of the day was already decided. The Spartans were irre- 
trievably broken, and the allies who had not joined in the 
battle on account of the distance between them and the 
Theban right wing, refused to advance against the close 
ranks of the victorious column. Archida'mus w^as conse- 
quently compelled to retreat to his camp and to acknow- 
ledge the Theban victory, by sending a herald to ask per- 
mission to bury the dead. 

14. The Lacedaemo'nians had never received so terrible a 
blow. The most bloody defeat, till then, had scarcely ever 
cost them more than four or five hundred of their citizens. 
Here they lost four thousand men, of whom one thousand 
were Lacedasmo^nians, or Perice'ei, and four hundred Spar- 
tans, out of seven hundred who were in the battle. The 
Thebans had only three hundred men killed, among whom 
were four of their citizenf> 

15. It is remarkable, that when the news of this defeat 
Was brought to Sparta, the Eph^ori would not suffer the 
public games, which were then celebrating, to be inter ^ 



THIRD PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 


277 


rupted. Whether this proceeded from an affectation of 
indifference, os if they wished to represent their loss as 
trifling, and were desirous of concealing the real greatness 
of it from the people, or that luxury and dissipation had 
then made a considerable progress even in Sparta itself, it 
is difficult, at this distance of time, to determine. 16. Next 
day, however, the loss of each particular family being known, 
the fathers and relations of those who had fallen in battle 
went to the temples to thank the gods, and congratulated 
each other upon their glory and good fortune, whilst the 
relations of those who had escaped were overwhelmed with 
grief and affliction, 

17. But there was another point to be determined with 
regard to the survivors. They were, by the law, to be 
degraded from aU honour, and rendered infamous ; inso- 
much that it would be a disgrace to intermarry with them : 
they were to appear publicly in mean and dirty habits, 
with patched and party-coloured garments, and to go half 
shaved ; and whoever met them in the streets might insult 
and beat them without their- daring to make any resistance. 

18. This was so severe a law, and such numbers had on 
this occasion incurred the penalties of it, many of whom 
were of great families and interest, that they apprehended 
the execution of it might excite some public commotion ; 
besides that these citizens, such as they were, could very 
ill be spared at this time, when they wanted to recruit the 
army. Under this difficulty, they gave Agesila'us a power 
even over the laws, to dispense with them, to abrogate 
them, or to enact such new ones as the present emergency 
required. He would not, however, abolish or alter the law, 
but made a public declaration, that it should lie dormant for 
that single day, and by this expedient he saved the citizens 
from infamy. * 

19. It was not long before the Spartans felt the conse- 
quences of this dreadful overthrow. Numbers of Greek 
cities, that had hitherto remained neuterj now declared in 
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favour of tbe Thebans, and increased their army to the 
amount of seventy thousand men. With this mighty force, 
Epaminon'das entered Laco'nia, and overran the open 
country. (B. C. 369.) He did not, however, attempt any 
thing against Sparta itself ; but he reinstated the Arcadians 
in all their ancient rights and privileges, of which they 
had been deprived by the Spartans, and enabled them to 
build a new city, which, from the name of the old one, was 
called Messe^ne. 

20. On their return from this expedition, the two gene- 
rals were brought to tried for having retained their command 
four months beyond the time limited by law. On this 
occasion, Pelop'idas showed less courage than was to be 
expected from one of his daring and impetuous character. 
He purchased safety by degrading submission to his accu- 
sers, and even thus escaped with difficulty. Epaminondas, 
on the contrary, baldly narrated the services he had per* 
formed, and dared his judges to pronounce sentence of con- 
demnation'. The wrath of the assembly was changed into 
admiration, and Epaminondas returned from the tribunal 
with as much glory as from the field of Leuctra. 

21. The violent death of a Thessalian prince a little 
before this event prevented the exploits of Alexander in 
the East from being anticipated. (B. C. 370.) Ja'son of 
Phe'rae, a small state in Thessaly, had raised himself from 

* The speech of Epaminondas well deserves to be transcribed at length : 

“ I was in hopes," said he, “ that my successes, and the advantages you 
derive from them, would hate been sufficient motives to induce you to 
ecquit me ; biU alnct they are Jiot, 1 only wait for your sentence, and 
am ready both to accuse and condemn myself; only let posterity be as 
well apprised of my crime as they will be of my puniahiuent. Liet them 
know that J am pul to death for having so successfully led your troops 
Into Laconia, where no enemy had ever penetrated before, and for 
having been the first who made that country feel the dreadful effects of 
your victorioui aims ; that I die for having reunited the Messenians to 
their ancient patrimony ; for having restored the Arcadians, and ruined 
the LacedBmomaus 7 for having increased yoUjr strength, enlarged your 
oonquests, and raised you to this present height of power and glory. 
All I further beg is, that it may be engraved on my monument, that he 
who hadi dttne you all these servicei tvas punisbed math death /" 
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the government of a petty town to the rank of captain- 
general of Thessaly, under which title he enjoyed the full 
extent of royal power. By a long course of judicious 
discipline, he formed an army, such as no nation of an- 
tiquity could match, and whose attachment to himself 
bordered on devotion. He enlarged the boundaries of 
Thessaly by the subjugation of the Ep'irotes and other 
barbarous tribes on the southern and western frontiers. 
22. He compelled the Macedonians to become his tributary 
auxiliaries, and invaded Pho'cis, in order to obtain the 
guardianship of the Delphic oracle. He endeavoured, but 
in vain, to mediate a peace between the Thebans and 
Spartans, a necessary preliminary to bis great ol^ect, which 
was an invasion of Persia by the united forces of all the 
Grecian states under his command. 23. But just at the 
moment when his projects seemed most to promise a 
favourable issue, he was stabbed at the head of his troops 
by seven young men, who had come into his presence 
under pretence of demanding justice. Two of the assassins 
were killed by the guards ; the remainder escaped to the 
Grecian republics, where they were honourably received as 
the destroyers of a tyrant. 


Questions. 

1. What effect had the victories of the Thebans on the Athenians ? 

2. To whom did the Spartans entrust the command of their armies ? 

3. What conditions were offered to the Thebans ? 

4. How did Epaminondas prepare to meet the enemy ? 

5. Why were both armies inclined to come to an immediate enga^- 

mentf 

%. By whom was the cwting vote for battle given ? 

7- What was the relative ^rength of the hostile armies ? 

8. In what advantageous position were the Thebans posted ? 

9. How was the Spartan line formed? 

10. In what manner did Epaminondas draw out his forces ? 

11. What was the advantage of the Theban arrangement?, 

12. Of what opportunity did Epaminondas avail himself to make a de- 

cisive diarge? 

13. Did this decide the Hite of the day ? 

14. What was the loss of the Spartans in this battle T 

U. How did the Ephori behave when they heard of tbt defeat U 
Leuctra? • 
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16. Wliat was the conduct of the parents of those who had fallen in the 

action 7 

17. According to the institutions of Lycurgus, how should the defeated 

soldiers have been treated 7 

18. How did Agesilaus preserve the authority of the law, and yet spare 

the guilty 7 

19. What use did Epaminondas make of his victory ? 

20. Did Pelopidas and Epaminondas exhibit equal courage when brought 

to trial ? 

21. What was the character of Jason of Pheree ? 

22. Did Jason meditate any great design 7 

23. How were his intentions frustrated 7 


SECTION III. 

The Invasion of the Peloponnesus hy the Thebans. 


Through the ranks 

He stalks, reminds them of their former fame, 

Their native land, their homes, the friends they loved, 

All the rewards of this day’s victory. 

SOUTHEV. 


12. Drncli'mas, i. silver coins value I 14, Auxiliaries, i. troops sent to assist. 

7id. I 


1 . In the mean time the Spartans, struck with consterna- 
tion at their late defeat, applied to the Athenians for suc- 
cour; and that people, notwithstanding’ their jeajdjusy of 
their old riveds, engaged to assist them with all their forces. 
They likewise had recourse to the Persian king for the 
same purpose : but Pelopidas, undertaking an embassy to 
the court of that prince, prevailed upon him to remain 
neuter. 

2. Thes'saly became a prey to disorders of every kind 
after the death of Ja'son. Alexander, his successor at 
Pheree, was one of the most detestable tyrants recorded in 
history ; he was a robber by land, a pirate by sea, and an 
oppressor at home. At length his subjects took up arms 
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against hinii and applied to the Thebans for assistance. 
Pelop'idas was sent with a numerous army against the ty- 
rant ; but on his submission, peace was granted ooi favour- 
able terms. 3. From Thes'saly Pelop'idas advanced into 
Macedon, which was distracted by the fury of contending 
factions. He established the just claims of Pe/diccas to the 
crown, and took hostages from the different parties for their 
future tranquillity. 4. Among these was Philip, the younger 
brother of king Perdie'eas, who being thus sent to Thebes 
at an early age, learned from Epaminon'das that skilj in the 
art of war which he afterwards exerted for the destruction 
of Grecian liberty. 

5. On his return from Macedon, Pelop'idas, while 
passing through Thes'saly, was seized by the tyrant Alex- 
ander, and thrown into prison. (B. C. 367.) An army was 
sent to deliver him, but through the incompetence of the 
generals it was defeated. 6. Epaminon'das, who had been 
stripped of his office by the malice of his enemies, was at 
this time actually serving as a private in the ranks ; to him 
the soldiers applieef in their distress; at their request he 
ELSsumed the command, and soon compelled the tyrant to 
submission. 

7. Pelop'idas was scarcely set at liberty when he re- 
solved to punish the tyrant for his perfidy and breach of 
faith. (B. C. 364.) He led a body of troops against him 
to a pl^ called Cynoaceph'alaeh where a bloody battle en- 
sued, in which the Thebans were victorious ; but Pelop'idas 
was unfortunately slain. His countrymen considered those 
successes as very dearly earned which were purchased at 
the expense of his life. His death was equally lamented 
by the Thebans and Thessa'lians ; the latter begged and 
obtained the honour of performing his funeral rites, which 
were very grand and magnificent. 8. Alexan'der himself 
was soon after killed by his wifeThe b4i and her three bio- 


» See Chap. XVII. 7. 
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thers, who, long disgusted with his cruelties, had resolved 
to rid the world of such a monster. It is said thsd: his 
whole palace was every night filled with guards, except his 
bed-chamber, wliich was an upper room, guarded by a dog, 
and ascended by a ladder. The'b^ allured away the dog, 
and covered the steps of the ladder with wool, to prevent 
noise ; then her three brothers ascending, one of them seized 
him by the feet, and another by the hair, and the third 
stabbed him to the heart. 

9. In the mean time, the war between the Thebans and 
Spartans was carried on with unabated vigour \ The 
states of the Peloponne'sus, wearied of Spartan tyranny, 
had long since joined the Thebans, but had lately found 
their new allies as fond of domineering over their auxiliaries, 
as the Lacedaemo'nians had been. The nobles took advan- 
tage of this to induce their countrymen again to seek the 
Spartan alliance, which of course included the restoration 
of aristocratic government. . This was particularly the case 
in Arca'dia and Achai'a ; thither both powers prepared to 
send their forces, and it became manifest that there the 
fate of the war would be decided. 10. The Theban troops 
were commanded by their favourite general Epaminon'das ; 
Agesila'us, the only man in Greece then capable of op- 
posing him, was at the head of the Spartans. The first 
attempt of Epaminon'das in this campaign showed his 
great abilities, and his skill in the art of war. Hearing 
that Agesila'us had begun hi 4 march for Mantinei'a, and 
liad left but few citizens to defend Sparta, he marched 
directly thither by night, with a design to take the city by 
surprise, as it had neither waBs nor troops to protect it. 
1 1 . Agesila'us^ however, had an intimation of his design, 
from a deserter, and dispatched one of his cavalry to ap- 
prize the city of its danger ; soon after which he himself 

* Hitherto the Thebans had not attempted maritime warfare, but 
now, by the advice of Epaminondas, they built and fitted out a hundred 
galleys. 
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wrived with a powerful snccoiir : and scarcely had entered 
the place, when the Thebans were seen crossing the Euro'- 
tas, and advancing against the city, Epaminon'das, finding 
that his design was dificovered, thought it below his cha- 
racter to retire without making some attempt. He, there- 
fore, employed valour instead of stratagem, and, attacking 
the city at several quarters, penetrated as far as the public 
place, and made himself master of that part of Sparta which 
lay on the hither side of the river. 12. Agesila^us exerted 
himself with greater activity than could have been expected 
from one of his years. He saw well that it was not now 
a time to spare himself, and to act only upon the defensive ; 
but that he had need of all his courage and intrepidity to 
repel such an assailant. His son, Archida'mus, at the 
head of the Spartan youth, behaved with incredible bra- 
very wherever the danger was greatest; and with his 
small troop stopped the enemy, and made head against 
them on all sides ^ 

13. Epaminon'das, having failed in his design npon 
Sparta, was determined to strike some other blow that 
might compensate for his miscarriage. Hearing, therefore, 
that, in order to protect Sparta, all the troops had been 
withdrawn from. Mantinei'a he resolved to march thither 
without delay ; but previously dispatched a troop of horse 
to view its situation, and to clear the field of stragglers. 
14. A little, however, before he reached Montinei^a, an 

' A Spartan youth, named l9%das, filled not only his countrymen, 
but even the enemy, with admUration of his valour. He was of a beau- 
tiful countenance, an elegaut shape, ^ advantageous stature, and juat 
in the prime of youth ; and had nether arms nor clothes upon his 
body, which shone with oil. Upon the first alarm he ran out of his 
house with a spear in one hand and a sword in the other, and rushing 
into the thickest of the enemy, bore down all before him, laying num- 
bera dead at his feet, without hhnself receiving the least wound. Whe- 
ther the enemy were confounded at the aight, as thinking him aozae- 
thing more than human, or whether, says Plutarch,, the gods took 
pleasure in preserving him on account of fail extraordinBry valotff 
reinainfl a question. His gallantry, however, wai bo m a di 
that the Eph'ori decreed him a garland ; but they afterwards &tBd him 
a thousand drachnat for having gone out to battle without amour. 
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army of six thousand Athenian auxiliaries arrived by sea ; 
who, without allowing either themselves or their horses 
any refreshment, rushed out of the city, and attacked and 
defeated the Theban horse. In the mean time, Epami- 
non'das was advancing with his whole army, with the 
enemy close upon his rear. Finding it impossible to elc- 
complish his purpose before he was overtaken, he deter- 
mined to halt and give them battle, 15. He had now got 
within a short way of the town, which has had the honour 
of giving its name to the conflict of that day ; a conflict 
the most splendid, and the best contested, that is to be 
found in the history of Greece^ or perhaps in that of any 
other country. The Greeks had never fought among 
themselves with more numerous armies j the Lacedeemo'- 
nians amounted to above twenty thousand foot, and two 
thousand horse ; the Thebans to thirty thousand fo^t, and 
three thousand horse. 

16. Epaminon'das marched in the same order of battle 
in which he intended to flght, that he might not be obliged, 
when be came up with the enemy, to lose, in disposing of 
his army, that precious time which cannot be recovered. 
He did not march directly, and with his front to the 
enemy, but in a column upon the hills, with his left wing 
foremost as if he did not intend to fight that day. When 
Jie was over against them at a quarter of a league's dis- 
tance, he made the troops halt, and lay down their arms, 
as if he designed to encamp there. The enemy were de- 
ceived by this step ; and no longer expecting a battle, they 
quitted their arms, dispersed themselyte about the camp, 
and suffered that ardour to cool which the tear approach of 
a combat is wont to kindle in the hearts ol soldiers, 

17. EpaAinon^'das took advantage of this imprudent 
conduct of the enemy : by suddenly wheeling his troops 
to the rigkt he changed his column into a line ; and 
having drawn out his choice troops, he made them double 
their files upon the front of his 'left wing, in order to add 
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to its stren^h, and enable it to attack in a point the Leu^- 
dBemo'nian phalanx, which by the movement he had made 
faced it directly. He ordered the centre and ri^ht wing of 
his army to move very slowly, and to halt before they came 
up with the enemy, that he might not hazard the event of 
the battle upon troops of which, he^ad no great opinion. 

18. He expected to decide the victory with that body 
of chosen troops which he commanded in person, and 
which he had disposed in a column to attack the enemy 
in the form of a wedge. He was persuaded that if he 
could penetrate the Lacedsemonian phalanx, in which the 
enemy’s chief strength lay, iie should find it no difficult 
matter to rout the rest of the army, by charging them upon 
the right and left with his victorious' troops. 19. To pre- 
vent the Athenians in the left wing from coming to the 
support of their right against his intended, attack, he made 
a detachment of his horse and foot advance out of the line, 
and posted them upon a rising ground, in readiness to flank 
the Athenians, if they should venture to advance to sustain 
their right, 20. After having drawn up his army in this 
manner, he moved on to charge the enemy with the 
whole weight of his column. They were greatly sur- 
prised when they saw Epaminon'das advancing towards 
them in this order, and immediately flew to their arms, ^ 
bridled their horses, and made all the haste they could to 
their ranks. 


Qww?ion5, 

1. To whom did the Spartans apply for asslstauce against the Thebans ? 

2. Why was Pelopidas sent into Thessaly ? 

3. For what purpose did he advance against Macedon f 

4. What remarkable hostage was brought to Thebes ? 

b. Did the tyrant of Pherae offer any insult to the Thelftns 7 
6. By whom was Pelopidas liberated ? 

7- How did Pelopidas die ? 

8. What became of the tyrant Alexander ? a 

9. What was the state of the Peloponnesus at this time 7 

10. Did Epaminondas undertake any daring enterprise? 

11. How was Sparta aaved I 
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Hi. What personi dietinguithed tbemfielvcB most in the battle ? 

13. Whither did Epaminondas lead his army from Sparta? 

14. What citcumatance precipitated the battle of Mantineia ? 

15. la this battle very remarkable^ and why 7 

16. By what stratagem did Epaminondas throw his enemies off theii 

guard 7 

17- How did he take tdThntage of the error made by the Spartans ? 

18. Against what part of th| enemy’s line did Epaminondas direct hij 
chief attack ? 

ISl Hqw did he prepare to meet the Athenians 7 
29. In what manner did the enemy act? 


SECTION IV. 

The Conclv^ion of the Third Pehponne&ian War, 


If e’er ye rush’d in crowds, with vast delight, 

To hail your hero glorious from the fight ; 

Now meet him dead, and let yom sorrows flow ! 

Your common triumph, and your common woe. 

Homeu. 


S. Cair'afiB, e. a piece of defensiTTe ar- fore another In'pkce or office; on 

mour worn on the bre&BC. ahcBRtor. 

8. Predecefi'Bor, i. one that went be> 11. Vena’ilty, #*welling a pereon’s self. 

17. Bubsld'laiy, paying taxes. 


1. While Epaminon'das was marching against the enemy, 
the cavalry that covered his flank on the left, the best at 
that time in Greece, consisting entirely of Thebans and 
Thessalians, had orders to attack the enemy’s horse, 
(B. C. 363.) Tlie contest here^was violent, but not long. 
The Lace deem o'nian horse were soon repjjlsed, ahd obliged 
to take refuge behind their infantry. 2. In the mean time, 
Epaminon'das, with his body of foot, had charged the La- 
cedaemo^nian phalanx. The troops fought ^on both sides 
with incredible ardour ; both the Thebans emd Lacedeemo^- 
nians being resolved to perish, rather than yield the glory 
of arms to . their rivals. They began with their 

Bpears ; but these being soon broken in fhry of the 
combat, they chargcUd each other sword in hand, and a 
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terrible camag’e ensued. Despising; danger, and desircms 
only of distingniBhing themselves hy the gallantry of their 
conduct, the men chose rather to die in their ranks than 
lose a step of their ground. 

3. This terrible slaughter having continued for some 
time, without victory inclining to either side, Epaminon^- 
das, to turn the scale in his own favour, determined to 
make an extraordinary effort in person, without regard to 
the danger of his own life. He formed, therefore, a troop 
of the bravest and most resolute abcrut him; and putting 
himself at the head of them, made a vigorous charge upon 
the enemy, where the fight was hottest, and wounded the 
general of the Lacedsemo'nians with the first javelin he 
threw. 4. Tlie troops, hy his example, having woimded or 
Icilled all that stood in their way, broke and penetrated the 
phalanx. The Lacedsemo'nians, dismayed by the presence 
of Epaminon'das, and overpowered by the weight of that 
intrepid party, were obliged to give ground. The bulk of 
the ThelDan army, animated by their general's example and 
success, drove back the enemy upon their right and left, 
and made great havoc among them. - 5. But some troops 
of the Spartans, perceiving that Epanilnon'das was carried 
away hy his ardour, suddenly rallied, and, returning to the 
charge, overwhelmed him with a shower of javelins, and 
Gryllus, the son of Xenophon the celebrated historian, 
gave him a mortal wound with a javelin in his breast, 
through his cuirass. The wood of the javelin being broke 
off, and the iron head remaining in the wound, the torment 
was intolerable, and he fell immediately. Upon this the 
oattle raged around him with redoubled fary ; one side ex- 
erting their utmost efforts to Ijpke him alive, and the other 
to save him. The The'bans at last gained their point, and 
carried him off, after having put the enemy to flight, 

6, After a varictV^ of manouvres, and alternate losaefl 
and advantages, the troops on both sides ceased fighting 
and rested upon their anna ; and the Jxumpets of the twe 
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armiesi as if by mutual consent, sounded the retreat at 
the same time. Elach party pretended to the victory, and 
erected a trophy ; the Theljans, because they had defeated 
the right "wing, and remained masters of the field; the 
Athenians because they had cut the general's detachment 
in pieces. From this point of honour, bj^ sides at first 
refused to ask leave to bury their dead, 'wtich, with the 
tncients, was confessing -^heir defeat ; the Lacedaemo'nians, 
at length, however, sent to demand that permission , 
after which, the rest hastened to pay the last duties to 
the slain. 

7. In the mean time, Epaminon'das had been carried 
into the camp, and the surgeons, Eifter having examined 
the wound, declared that he would expire as soon as the 
head of the dart wels drawn out. These words filled all 
that were present with the greatest auction, as depriving 
them of aU hope of preserving so great a man to be a 
blessing to his country. For himself, the only concern he 
expressed was about his Eirms and the fate of the battle. 
When they showed him his shield, and assured him that 
the The'bans were the conquerors, turning towards his 
friends with a calm and serene Eiir, All then is well,” 
Said he, and soon after, upon the head of* the javelin 
being extracted from his body, he expired in the' arms of 
victory 

8. As the glory of Thelies arose with BpaminonMas, so 
it fell with him; and he is, perhaps, the only instance of 
one man’s being able to inspire his countrymen with a love 
of military fame without having had a predecessor, or leaving 
an imitator of his example. 

9. 'The battle of Mantinei'a was followed by a peace, 
concluded by the mediation of the Persian king, then 

^ - 

> On some of hii friends bitterly lamendiig hii untimely death, and 
his leaving no posterity, he Answered, '* Yes,Iham Uft two fair daugh- 
ters, the victory tf Leuctra and thk^jof to perpetuate my 

memory'* 
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cinxiouB to obtain the aid of Boroe Grecian auxiliarieB in 
eubduing some of the Batnqps in Egypt and Asia, -who 
aimed at independence. 10, The terms of the peace pro- 
vided for the liberty of the Grecian states, and were there- 
fore rejected by the Spartans, who were resolved at all 
hazards to 8n||due*Me33e'nia. This, however, could not 
be effected immediately^ and they therefore permitted 
Agesila'us to lead an army to th^ support of the revolted 
Egyptians. 11.* In this war the Spartan king exhibited his 
usual ability, and more than his usual venality. He first 
supported the pretensions of Ta'clios, but being seduced by 
the splendid offers of Nectane'bus, he deserted his former 
ally, on the most absurd pretences, and devoted himself to 
the service of the new competitor, 

12. In this dishonourable war Agesila'us amassed consi- 
derable wealth, by which he probably hoped to restore the 
former supremacy of Sparta, but on his return home he 
was seized with a mortal disease, and died on the coast of 
Cyrena'ica, in the eighty-fourth year of his age, and forty- 
first of his reign, (B. C, 361.) 13. The character of 

Agesila'us is best learned from his history ; we there see the 
strongest example of the greatest talents rendered use- 
less by a want of integrity. It was a maxim of the 
Spartan government, that any crime profitable to the 
state might be committed with impmity ; and on this 
detestable rule Agesila'us afcted so glaringly, that he 
brought on his country the general hostility of Greece. 
When he ascended the throne, Sparta was at the summit 
of her glory ; during his reign she sunk into utter insignifi- 
cance. 1.4. Bat though no doubt the ambition, obs^acy, 
and avoweMiehonesty of Agesila'us contributed to the ruin 
of his country, the peculiar nature of the Sp|^n insti- 
tutions waa a ipdlclk^more efficient cause. The of Ly- 
corgus had long ceased ^ be observed, except in name~ 
they were inapplio^^ to ^an advanced state of society, 
and were preservod from the power whiph they placed 
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in the handi q£ b ftw, than for any ackantage suiting 
from them to the nation. The Spartan inhabitants of the 
city tyrannized over the Lacedeemontana -who dwelt in 
the Bnburbs ; both oppressed the Laconian; farmers In the 
Country, and all treated the lielota i;dth sanguinary cruelty. 
The tyranny which they thus learned at home, they 
practised abroad ; supporting everywhere the power of the 
few, and exacting more obedience to the Spartan commis- 
sioners, than ever was paid to the naijrve magistrates. 
Pride, cruelty, and treachery were the lessons taught by 
the Spartan law, and practised in their full extent by Ly- 
ean'der and Agesila'us. But such practices could only en- 
sure temporary obedience, and therefore, when once Thebes 
set the example of successhil resistance, the Spartan domi- 
nion wojs shaken to it& foundation. iMisfortunes seemed 
only to increase their pride ; they would not yield one of 
their unfounded claims, even when it was impossible to pro- 
tect their just rights, and thus to preserve an empty shadow 
they lost every chance of recovering the substance. 

15. During the late war between Thebes and Sparta, 
the ‘Athenians, without taking a prominent part, succeeded 
in gaining the respect of both parties. The abilities of 
Iphic'rates, Timo'theus and Cha^bria^, were frequently dis- 
played to great advantage, and their character for rectitude, 
and a sincere love of justice, tended still more to restore 
Athens to her former station in Greece. 1 6. But the peo- 
ple were no longer able to hear prosperity ; most of the 


in^uaatial citizens had fallen in the struggle with the thirty 
ty^tfi, and those who had succeeded to their places were 


for the nujBt part needy adventurers. The d^ocracy esta- 
blished by Cleis^thenes was never a gooihjl^la of govem- 
meot, sim^ it gave the executive and Isgiditive power to- 
the multitude, and thus destnM|pd any real responsibility 
for the due administration of throws ; but when the peo- 


ple were demoralized into a needy and ignorant mob, by 


the combined effects of dis^etrous wair and civil pommo- 
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tions, the evils becaTn& intolerable. The favour of the 
people was courted by expensive theatric shows, and to 
purchase these gratificationa the public treasures were ex- 
hausted. To provide money for these idle entertainmente, 
the allied states were taxed with the utmost severity, and 
their complaints of the extortion to which they were sub- 
jected, treated with the most mortifying negleot, or even 
rejected with the grossest insults. Cha'res. a profligate 
demagogue, whose character much resembled that of 
Cle'on, stimulated the people to these outrages, until at 
length he provoked the subsidiary states to rebellion, and 
the principal maritime cities, together with several of the 
./Egean islands, simultaneously threw off the yoke of Athens. 
(D. C. 358.) 

17. This war, commeirced in wanton injustice, was con- 
ducted with weakness, and ended in disgrace. At the siege 
of Chi'os, Chafes ordered the fleet to attempt to force an 
entrance into the harbour ; the ship of Chal)rias alone suc- 
ceeded, and was soon overwhelmed by the enemy. Its gal- 
lant commander refused to quit the vessel which had been 
entrusted to him by the state, and bravely perished. 1 8. Soon 
after Cha'res besieged Byzantium with equal ill success ; but 
throwing the blame on Iphi' crates and Timo'theus, he pro- 
cured the banishment of these illustrious generals, whose 
services were thus lost to Athens for ever. The next pro- 
ceeding of Chares was still more outrageous ; he deserted 
the conduct of the w^ar altogether, and led his forces to assist 
the satrap Artaba'zus, who was in rebellion against the Per- 
sian king, then in alliance with Athens. 19. Artaxer^^ 
III, the sovea^ign of Persia, was naturally indignant at this 
breach of a ; he immediately espoused the cause of the 

confederates,*^ and the Athenians, terrified at the power of 
the enemy whom they hiji;BO rashly provoked, sued for peace, 
which was granted on the condition that all the confe- 
derate states should be left in absolute possession of their 
independence. (B. C. 356.) Thus Athens lost her lately 
o 2 
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recovered Bupremacy, which she was uiiabk to exercise 
with justice or discretion. 

20, In the mean time a power was growing up in Greece 
hitherto unobserved, but now too conspicuous and formid- 
able to be overlooked in the general picture : this was that of 
the Macedo nians, a people hitherto obscure, and in a man- 
ner barbarous ; and who, though warlike and hardy, had 
never yet presumed to intermeddle in the affairs of Greece : 
but now several circumstances concurred to raise them from 
that obscurity, and to involve them in measures which by 
degrees wrought a thorough change in the state of Greece. 
It will be necessary, therefore, to begin with a short account 
of th6 origin of this nation, and its progress to power, 
before we enter into a detail of that conspicuous part which 
it afterwards performed on the theatre of the world. 


Questions. 

1. How did the Th6ban cavalry behave ? 

2. Was the contest better sustained by the infantry ? 

3. To what expedient had Epaminondas recourse ? 

4. What was the result of this movement ? 

5. Did Epaminondas receive a wound ? 

6. Was this a very decisive victory? 

7. How did Epaminondas die ? 

B. What were the consequences of his death? 

9. Why did the Persian king endeavour to mediate a peace ? 

10. How did the Spartans act? 

11. In wlitft manner did Agesilaus behave in Egypt ? 

12. Wliere did Agesilaus die? 

13. What was his character ? 

In what condition was Sparta at this time ? 

10* What had been the conduct of Athens in the late war 7 
10 . How was Athens then circumstanced ? 

17- What loss did the Athenians sustain at the siege of Chics f 
IR In what manner did Chares behave? 

19. What was the consequence of the misconduct ofChares t 

20. What new power now started up in Greece t 
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CHAPTER XU. 

The Life of Philip. 


. . . From his cradle 

.He was a scholar, and a ripe and good one, 

Exceeding wise, fair spoken, and persuading: 

Lofty and sour to them that loved him not, 

But to those men that sought him, sweet as summer. 

SUAKSPEARE, 


9. Hwt'acre, f. a person given as a 
pledge for the performance of 
certain conditions. 

Sig'iially, ad. remarkably, eminently. 
IS. Ver'ifieil, v, proved to be true. 

19. Quo'ted, V. cited, f reduced. 


Pre'ceflent, i. an example. 

21. Era'sed, v. destroyed. 

Offi'clate, V. to perform one’s duty. 
23. Sacrile'giouB, a. violating things 
sacred, polluted with the crime of 
sacrilege. 


1 . Thk name of Macedonia is usually given to the tract 
of country which lies between the chain of Mount Hje'mns 
on the north, the Cam^bunian mountains on the south, the 
-^ge'an sea on the east, and the Adi'iatic on the west. 
.But it was not until a very late period of Grecian history 
that this extensive tract ^as united under one head ; the 
sea- coast was possessed by independent raaritim.'^ states, the 
mountainous tracts in the north and west were inhabited by 
barbai'ous tribes, who had scarcely any fixed government, 
and the interior was parcelled out among several 
princes. 2. The first foundation of a monarchy which was 
destined to rise to such a height of power was laid by 
Cara'nus, a d§)Wtf,ndant of Her'cules, who led a colony from 
Ar'gos to the province of ^Ema'thia, which borders on the, 
Ther'maic gulf, (B. C..fil3.) 3. His descendants conti- 

nually enlarged their dominions by subjecting or expelling 
several of the neighbouring tribes ; but when the Persians 
were about to invade Greece, the petty sovereign of Macedon 

0 3 
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wnB obliged to purcnase safety by becoming tributary to 
Darius. (B. C. 479.) The battle of Platae'ee restored in- 
dependence to the kingdom, but this was never acknow- 
ledged by the Persians, who appear to have more than once 
revived their claim to its sovereignty. 

4. The retreat of the Persians exposed Macedon to the 
attacks of the Thra'cian tribes, while the Athenians were 
establishing their authority over the maritime cities. . This 
induced Perdic'cas, then monarch of Macedon, to embrace 
the Spartan cause in the first Peloponnesian war V but 
having some reason to dread the ambition, and suspect the 
integrity, of his new allies, he concluded a treaty with the 
Athenians, on terms favourable to both. (B. C. 423.) 

5. Archdla'us, the successor of Perdiccas, was a wise 
and beneficent sovereign. He encouraged agriculture, con- 
structed roads, and used every exertion t^ extend the in- 
fluence of civilization among his subjects. During his reign, 
the limits of Macedon were extended, and the intthitants 
raised to the level of the Helle'nes, by whom, however, they 
were not recognised as brethren. (B. C. 400.) But the 
murder of Archela'ua by his secretary, pnwed for a long 
time fatal to the improvement of Macedon ; several com- 
petitors claimed the crown, and the country was distracted 
by civil wars, until Amyn'tsua, the brother of Perdiccas, 
finally, triumphed over all his rivals. 

6. Amyntas left behind him three legitimate sons, AltsE- 

an^der, Ferdic^cas, and Philip ; with one illegitimate namW 
Ftol^emy . The first had scarcely been placed upon the throne; 
when he was deposed by Ptol'emy : the Thebans sent an a*ny 
under Pelop'idas to support the cause of the rightful heirs, 
but after iomds. indecisive engagements, it was agreed that 
^FtoPemy should hold the sceptre as regent, and that Philip, 
then a boy, should be sent as a hostage to Thebes. (B. C. 
365.) 7. PaiBMi'niaa soon after dethroned and 4lew Ptol'- 

emy but found himself at the same time scarcely aide to de- 
fend himself against some new pretenders, until the arrival 
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of the Atheniaii Iphu/rates, with a body of choice trotgts, 
enabled Iwiri to tnujiiph over all opposition. - He was 
slain, however, in a war with the Illyrians, before he 
long" enjoyed the throne, and was supcaeded by Ain3nitaa, 
his infant son. (fi. C. S60.) The distracted state of puldic 
afiairs, however, convinoed the Macedonians that the time 
did not admit of their submitting to the rule of a child ; 
accordingly Amyn'tas was set aside, and his uncle Philiji 
proclaimed monarch in his stead. 

r9. Philip began his reign in the twenty-fourth year of 
his age. He had received a considerable part of his edu- 
cation at Thebes, whither he had been carried in his youth 
as a hastage ; and he there acquired, under Epaminon'das, 
that intimate acquaintance with the art of war, as it was 
then conducted, which he afterwards displayed so signally 
during the whole course of his reign. 10. He had now, 
indeed, occasion for aU his activity and address, for he waa 
surrounded with almost els many enemies as he had neigih-> 
bours. The Illyr'ians, who had seized a part of his doEqi- 
nions, were preparing to attack him with a great army ; the 
Peeo'nians were making daily incursions into his territories^ 
and he had at the same time the misfortune to have two 
pretenders to his crown, Pausa'nias, the Lacedsemo'nian, 
who was supported by the Thracians, and Arga>/na, whom 
the Athenians had undertaken t(» assist. 

11. Under these circumstances, with so many enemies to 
oppose at once, even before he was well settled on the throne, 
his first care was to make sure of his own people, to gain 
their aflPectiona, and to raise their spirits ; for they were 
very much disheartened, having lost above four thouawud 
men in a battle they had lately fought with the lUyr^iaas. 
He succeeded in these pointii by his dexterity and 
and still more by tiie force of his eloquence, of which ho 
was a great master. 12. His next step was *to train and 
exercise them, and refprm their discipline. He likewise 
instituted the feunous Macedonian phalanx, which did id 

0 4 
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rauch execution. It was an improvement upon the, ancient 
method of fighting among the GreciaaSi who generally drew 
up their foo.t so close, as to stand the shock of the enemy 
without being broken, 

13, The complete phalanx was thought to oontain above 
sixteen thousand men ; though it was also taken in general 
for any company or party of soldiers, and frequently for 
the whole body of foot. But this of Philip’s invention 
is described by Polyb'iua to be an oblong square, consisting 
of eight thousand pike-men, sixteen deep, and five hundred 
in front ; the men standing so close together, that the pikes 
of the fifth rank were extended three feet beyond the line 
of the front. The rest, whose distance from the front made 
their pikes useless, rested upon the shoulders of those who 
stood before them, and so locking them together in file, 
pressed forward to support and push on the former ranks, 
by which means the assault was rendered more violent, and 
almost irresistible, 

J4. Philip having settled his afiairs at home, and com- 
promised all difierences with such of his enemies as lay 
nearest to him, turned his arms against the Athenians, who 
hBwi marched to Metho'ne*, to assist Arg®^. He gave 
them battle, and defea^ them ; and the death of Argae'ue, 
who was killed in the action, put an end to the dispute : 
for he permitted the Athenians, when they were in his 
power, to return home. This instance of his modera- 
tion gained so far upon them, that they soon after con- 
cluded a peace with him ,* which yet he observed no longer 
than was necessary for secumg the other parts of his domi- 
nion. 

^15; After thiB success, he marched northward, and subdued 
first lihe Paeo'nianp, and afterward^ the lllyr^iains, latter 
of ii4i0m he likewise qpmpelled to restore all theJ^o^qi^ts 
they had mfte in Macedc/nk, He next Inade himself 

> ^ X town of MscedoaU on the TUerraale gtilA 
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master of Amphip'olis, which lay upon the river Stry'mon, 
and was the key of his dominiona on that quarter. 16. 
This place he had seized in the beginning of his rei^, and 
afterwards abandoned in compliment to the Athenians, to 
whom it originally belonged ; but now, being less ap- 
prehensive of the displeasure of that people, he made an 
entire conquest of it, and added it to his dominions. The 
Athenians themselves, however, he always treated with 
great respect, whenever they fell into his hands, as he 
particularly did upon his taking possession of Pyd^na' 
and PotidEe'a ; for this last place being garrisoned by the 
Athenians he sent them home safe with many marks of 
civility. 

17. Proceeding still in his encroachments upon his 
neighbours, he seized the city of Cre'nides^ which had 
been built only two years before, and c^ed it Philip'pi, 
from his own name. Here he discovered a gold-mine> 
which every year produced a hundred and forty-four 
thousand pounds sterling ; and this, which was an immense 
sum for that age, was much more serviceable than fleets 
and armies in flghting his battles ; and he seldom failed to 
make use of it in every negotiation. 18. It is said, that, 
consulting the oracle of Delphos coateming the success of 
an intended expedition, he received for answer, " Fight with 
silver spears, and thou shalt conquer all things.** He took 
the hint, and, by his success, verified the prediction of the 
oracle. Indeed he was less proud of the success of a 
battle thEin of a negotiation ; well knowing, that his sol- 
diers and generals shared in the former, whereas the ho- 
nour of the latter was all his own. 

19. But a larger field wels now opening to his ambition. 
The flatiqnal divisions of the states of Greece were^t t|tb 
time wholly cemented, and they now broke out % 

1 A town of Macedonia, between the rivers Haliac^mon and Lyd^ua, 

3 It was likewise called Datum or Datos, and became afterward 
celebrated for the defeat of Brutus and Cassius. 


0 o 
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wy mntrioibk (KX^anon. The first cause of the rupture 
(which Eifberwards called the second sacred war) 
trcae ^tam the Pho^cians having cultivated the Cirrhsean 
plain, iwhich had been so formally dedicated to Apollo 
at the termination of the first sacred war (Chap. HI. 
Sect. 111.). Against this all the neighbouring states ex- 
dnimed as a sacrilege : the offenders were cited before the 
oouncU of the Amphic'tyons, who had the care of sacred 
matters ; they were found guilty, and fined in a very heavy 
sum. (B. C. dd7.) This the Fho'cians were unable to 
pay ; they therefore refused to submit to the decree ; they 
alleged, that the care and patronage of the temple anciently 
belonged to them ; and to prove this they quoted a prece~ 
dmt fimn Homer. 

20. Fhilomelus, one of their citizens, had the chief 
band In exciting them to take up^rms ; he raised their 
ardour, and was appointed their general. He first applied 
himself to the Spartans, who had likewise been fined by 
the Amphie^tyons for having seized the Cadme^^a^ by the 
treanherons artifice of FhcBl)idas. For this reason they 
were very wull disposed to join him, but did not yet think 
^proper to declare themselves openly ; nevertheless, they 
wnoouraged him secretly, and supplied him with money; 
hy which means he raised troops, and, without much diffi- 
«alty, got possession of the temple. 21. The principal 
pipoaition he met w;ith in the neighbourhood was from the 
Lo^crians ; llut having defeated them, he erased the de- 
cree of the Amphic^tyons, which had been inscribed on 
the pillars 4 ^ the temple. Willing, however, to give a 
colour to his proceedings, he thought it convenient to 
ooDBult the onude, and to procure an answer in his fa- 
4mr. Bat whan he ^plied to the priestess for that pur- 
poiC««be refused tp officiate, until, being intimidated by 
hii threats, she told him, the god left him at liberty to 


1 The citadel of Thebes. 
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act as be pleaacd,; which he look^ upon as a gocKl 
answer, and as such took care to publish^t 

22. The Amphic^tyons meeting a second leeoln- 

tion was taken to declare war against the Fho'cians. Most 
of the states of Greece engaged in the quarrel, and espoused 
the cause of the one party or the other. The Thelians, the 
Lo'erians, the Thessalians, and several other neighbouring 
states, declared in favour of the god ; whilst Athens, Sparta, 
and some other cities of Peloponne'sus, joined with 'the 
Pho^cians. 23. This war, which lasted for some time, was 
not remarkable for any thing,-except that which distinguishes, 
or rather disgraces, all religious wars, — the cruelties exer- 
cised by both parties. The Thebans, having taken some 
prisoners, condemned all to die, as sacrilegious wretches ; 
and the Pho'cians, in their turn, by way of reprisal, inflicted 
the same punishment on their captives. Hence arose sudi 
a spirit of desperation, that Philomelus, the Phocian leader, 
being attacked on an eminence, and finding it impossible to 
escape, threw himself headlong from a rock, rather than fall 
alive into the hands of his enemies. He was succeeded by 
his brother Onomor^chus. 

24. Philip did not choose to interfere in this quarrel# 
which it was rather his intereust to encourage than sup* 
press ; being well pleased to see the difi’erent atates of 
Greece weaken one another, and thus render them ^ an 
easy prey to him when he should be^ at hberty to attack 
them. ' * 


Questions^ ^ 

1. What was the ancient situation of Macedon? 

2. By whom was the Macedonian monarchy founded ? 

3. When did Macedon beeeoie mdependeitt of Persia ? 

4. What enemies appeared after the Persians wen axpeUed ? 

6, Under what circumstances did Amyntas ascend the throne 1 
When did the Thehaiis interfere in the cirti'wan Mtoedem T 

7. Did the Athenians tahe any share in these wars ? 

3. Why was Philip raised to the throne ? 

B. Where did Philip receive his military educadon 9 
10. By what enemirs was he attackdit 

o 6 
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IL How did he deliver himeelf from theBO dangeri ? 

12. What improvement did Philip make in the art of war ? 

13. Describe the phalanx. 

14. What prudent moderation did he show in hii treatment of the Athe* 

niiiiii I 

15. What enemies did Philip next subdue ? 

1^. Did he annex any important cities to his dominions 7 

17. What important discovery was made at Crenides 7 

18. Did the Delphic oracle give a remarkable response to Philip 7 

19. What caus^'ed Ihe second sacred war? 

20. Did any Grecian people favour the Phocians 7 

21. By whom were the Phocians principaDy opposed 7 

22. How were the Greek states divided in the sacred war 7 

23. For what was the war principally remarkable 7 

24. How did Philip behave on the occasion 7 


. SECTION II. 
The Life of Philip* 


Thence to the famous orators repair, 

Those ancient, whose resistless eloquence 
Wielded at will that fierce democracy, 

Shook tb’ Arsenal, and fulinined over Greece 
To Macedon and Artaxerxes’ throne. 


Milton'. 


1. Superft^c^ a. lying on thi lurloce, i 10. PUu'BiblB, a. apparently Just, ipo' 
not I ' ' ciouB. 

g, part, teaching, In- 11. Protract', r. to lengthen out. 
■truefing. 15. Infrac'tlon, i. a breach. 

Embex'zled, €. applied to their own 18. DiBman'tled, «. destroyed the fortl- 
uBe. hcatloD^. 

6. Ixoped'iments, t. hlndrancCB, de- 10. Conjur'ed, part, entreated earneBtly. 
foetB. 20. Stoics, >. a sect of plillosopheri 

Insunnount'afale, a. not to be over- who held that all crimes were 

come. equal. 


• 

L It wsm at conclusioa of the sacred war that 
AlexandH^plI Oi«al Was bom^ tn his earlier years he 
had to teach him miiBic, and other superji^ 

dal aooompHflhmtots : but, when he ^ew up, hia father 

* Ihis important event happened in the one hundred and sixth 
Olympiad, years B. C. on the. fery night that the &moui temple of 
Diana at Ephesui was burnt by Eroevatus. 
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wrote to Ayirtotle, the most celebrated philosopher of hit 
time, begging he would come and undertake the education 
of his son, and inspire him with those sentiments of mag- 
nanimity and justice, which every great man ought to pos- 
sess, and which no other person was so capable of inculca^ 
ting. He added, " 1 return thanks to the gods, not so much 
for having given me a son, as for having given him to me 
in the age in which Ar'iatotle lives.” 

2. Philip being desirous of reducing Thrace under his do* 
minion, he determined to make himself master of Metho'ne, 
which obstructed his designs in that quarter. He accord- 
ingly besieged it, obliged it to surrender, and levelled it 
with the ground. 

3. After this, he marched to the relief of the Thes- ' 
sa'lians, who had implored his assistance against their 
tyrant Lyc'ophron, the successor of Alexander of Phe'rw* 
Phis man, after having acted the part of a deliverer for 
some time, renewed all the cruelties and barbarities of his 
predecessor ; and being supported by a large body of 
Pho'cians under Onomar'chus, he thought himself secure 
From all opposition. Philip, however, attacked him 
boldly, routed his army, killed six thousand men upon 
the field of battle; and three thousand Pho'clans, who 
were taken prisoners, were, by his order, tfi^iFwn into 
the sea, os sacrilegious wretches, the professed enemies of 
religion *. 

4. Having thus freed the Thessalians, he resolved to 

carry his arms into Pho'cis, and with this view was going 
to take possession of Thermop'ylse, the key Greece, and 
especially of At^tica on that sic^ but the Athenians, 
being informed of his intention, toW care tc|,^be J^oreband 
with him, and sent a body of troops to pass ; 

and Philip, unwilling to come as yet to an open rupture 

^ Philip, however, had been previously defeated by QaonuiPrhHe ia 

two several engagements. » ... 
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with them, proper for the preieat to relinquish his 

design. Hm Afeeniana were roused to this exertion of 
spirit hy Ait pmuaaton of Demoa^thenea^ the celebrated 
orator, who, from the beginning, foreaaw the ambitious 
views of Philip, and the power he had of oarrying them 
into effect. 

5. This illuatrious orator and statesman, whom we shall 
hereafter find acting so considerable a part in the course 
of this h»tpry, was bom in the last year of the ninety- 
ninth olympiad. (B. C. 382.) He was the son, not of a 
meiin and obscure mechanic, as Juvenal has represented 
him, but of an eminent Athenian citizen, who had raised a 
considerable fortune by the making of arms^ At the age 
of «e\*en years he lost his father ; and to add to this mis- 
fortune, the guardians to whom he was entrusted, neglected 
his edutation, and wasted or embezzled a considerable 
part of his inheritance. 6. The first specimen he gave of 
his abilities as a speaker, was in pleading against these cor- 
rupt guardians ; though here the goodness of his cause 
was of more avail than the force of his eloquence ; for his 
early attempts were unpromising, and soon convinced him 
of the necessity of a gracefiri and manly pronunciation. In 
thia respect, indeed, he laboured under impediments that at 
fint might appear ^insurmountable. 7. By the in- 

Bftniction of SaPyrus, a celebrated player, and his own per- 


' The following mstonces of his industry and perseverance deserve tu 
hecccoi^ad; He had a stammeriiig in hia apcech; hut this he cor- 
rected hy prcMiouncii^ oratipns with pebbles in his mouth, He had a 
weak and e'BQeflunate voice ; but this he strengthened by repealing 
aposelMi 4^. vccMS when he was out of breath, cither with running, or 
wRIi walking up hilL H? had an awkward and uu^apehil gesture : 
huf thls' he regulated arid linprovOd -by de claim ing*^lvately before a 
Mkhig*'gltas. And lof tfie natural arer wfcty f the hmnan 

to submit te^gevere study, he compelled filmself^Tt were to per- 
form tkls part of hla duty ; foy, having built a closet under ground for 
the express purpose of improvement, be sometimes confined himself 
there for two or three months together ; and, in order to cut off all pos- 
aibility of UanMoliigahnMidi^iiired^e half of his head, while he left 
the 'ptJier unsbaTod. « 
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severance, lie at last attained to such perfection in the art 
of delivery, that he surpnased all his contempomiee u 
much in this as he did in the more noble and sublime paxtii 
of his profession. In a word, he soon began to be looked 
upon ELS the standard of true eloquence ; insomuch that 
people flocked from all parts of Greece to hear him, and 
none of his countrymen have been .put in competition with 
him, nor even among the Romans, any but Ci'^cero. In- 
deed, the counsels and conduct of his countrymen were *0 
much under his control, and he had it so much in hia 
power to lead them into any measure he thought proper to 
recommend, that Philip used to say, he was more afraid of 
him than of all the fleets and armies of the Athenians, and 
that he had no enemy but Demos'thenes. 

8. Philip finding himself excluded from Greece, deter- 
mined to turn his arms against some of the more remote 
states, and to cripple as far as possible the power of the 
Athenians, by depriving them of their maritime allies 
and colonies. (B. C. 348.) After having made himself 
master of several minor towns, he at length ventured to 
attack Olyn'thuB, a city on the Macedonian coast, which 
was the capital of a large and fertile district, called the 
Chalcid1c6. The Olyn'thians, after having been defeated 
in the field, themselves up in their city, and prepved 
to make a vigorous defence. They also sent ambassadors 
to Athens, entreating assistance, and pointing out the 
danger to which the maritime supremacy of the republic 
would be exposed, if Philip made himself muster of such 
an extensive sea-coast as the Chalcid^ic^, and the penin- 
sula of Palle ne. These representations were ably ^omled 
by Demos^thenei in his four Olynthioc oi^ons, 'but the 
Athenians, fflic in indolence, delayed the meCQurs until 
they were too late ; for in thfe second year*bf the siege, two 
of the citizens, l^a^thenes and £uthy cerates, betrayed^ thd 
city to Philip. 9 . He treated the captives with the sooflt 
barbarous cruelty, skughtenng or enskviz^ all his fri- 
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Boners, aud diBtinguishing the two traitors- only by addi- 
tional tortures at the place of execution. His two illegiti- 
mate brothers who had been hitherto sheltered by the 
Olynthians, now fell into his hands, and were sacrificed to 
his jealousy and revenge. 

10. In the mean time the Thebans, being unable alone 
to terminate the war which they had^ so long carried on 
against the Pho'cians, addressed themselves to Philip, and 
solicited his assistance. This he readily granted, being 
glad of so plausible a pretext for interfering in the afairs 
of Greece, and desiring at the same time to acquire the 
character of a religious prince ; which he knew he should 
easily do by waging war against those who were convicted 
of sacrilege. 11. And in order to prevent the Athenians 
from thwarting his desi^a by sending aid to the Pho'cians, 
he took care to Eimuae them with proposals of peace ; which 
had so good an eflfect, that*they actually sent ten ambassa- 
dors, among whom were H^s^chines and Demos^thenes, into 
Ma"cedon, to carry on the treaty. All of these, however, 
Philip found means to corrupt, except Demos'thenes, and 
he thus continued to protract the negotiation, until he had 
marched into Pho'cis, and compelled the enemy by the 
terror of his name, to surrender at discretion. 

12. As to the allies of the Pho'cians, and particularly 
eight thousand mercenaries from Peloponne'sus, he al- 
lowed them to return home without molestation ; but the 
Pho'cians themselves were left entirely to his mercy. This 
being, however, an affair in which the Greeks in general 
were concerned, he did not think proper to act in it by his 
own private authority, but referred it to the Amphic'tyons, 
whom he caused to be assembled for that purpose. But 
they were so much under his influence, that they served 
only to give a*Banction to his determination. They de- 
creed, that three of the cities of Pho'cis should be demo- 
lished ; that those who had fled, being principally concerned 
in the sacrilege, should be stigmatized as accui'sed, and pro- 
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scribed as outlawB ; that they who remained in the towns 
fihould be dispersed in yiUages, and obliged to pay out of 
their lands a yearly tribute of sixty talents, until the whole 
of what had been taken out of the temple should be re- 
stored, (for it is to be observed that Philomelus, their first 
leader had plundered the temple,) and they were adjudged 
to lose their seats in the council of the Amphic'tyons, in 
which they had a double voiced 13. This Philip got 
transferred to himself, which was a very material point, 
and may be looked upon as the principal step towards his 
gaining that authority which he afterwards exercised in the 
afl[airs of Greece. At the same time he gained, in con- 
junction with the Theljans, the superintendency of the 
Pyth'ian games, which the Corin'thians had forfeited, for 
their having taken part with the Pho'cians. Philip, having 
in this manner accomplished his professed design, did not 
think it prudent as yet to disclose his secret viewf of am- 
bition ; he, therefore, returned in triumph into his own 
country. 

14. The next military operation which Philip undertook 
WELS against the Thracian Cher'sonese. This peninsula 
had for many years belonged to the Athenians ; and 
though Co'tys, as king of the country, had lately wrested 
it from them, and granted it to his son Chersoblep^tes, yet 
he, being unable to defend himself against Philip, restored 
it to its former masters, and reserved only to himself the 

^ Philip proceeded to execute the decree of the Amphictyona with 
inflexible cruelty ; and the silence with which this was done seemed 
more dreadful than the tumultuary ravages of the fiercest war. After 
their cities were demolished, the inhabitants were driven, like herds of 
cattle, to the settlements allotted them, and compelled to cultivate the 
fields for their cruel and unrelenting maaters. Three years after these 
events, Fhocis presented a piteous sight of unexampled devastation* 
The youth and men of mature age had perished in the war, or had been 
dragged into captivity. The once flourishing and )>opulous cities had 
been razed to the ground, and the villages were thinly inhabited by 
women and children, and wretched old men, whose silent, but em- 
phatic sorrow, was more expressive than all t^ complaints they could 
have uttered, and fitly bespoke the misery of their condilion, and the 
barbarity of their con(iuerDrB. 





capitel ^ity, Car^dia, Birt the ConliBiis, ^afraid of foUmg 
baCfk under the dominion of the Athenionfl, implored the 
protection of Pbihp, 'which he readily granted them. 
15. Diopei'thes, 'who was the chief of the Athenian colony 
lately -Bent to the Cher'fion^se, considered this proceeding 
df i'hilip as on act of hostility against Athens ; and he 
therefore, by way of retaliation, inyeded the maritime parts 
Thrace, which Philip had lately conquered. Philip 
sent a letter to Athens complaining of this conduct of 
Diopei'thes, which he represented as an infraction of the 
peace ; and hie croflturee there were at great pains to show 
that his complaints were wdl founded, and that Diopei'thes 
had acted very improperly, Ifi. But Demos'thenes, in a 
speech which he had made upoa the occasion, and which 
may be considered as the foundatroii’trf all the other orations 
that go ^ the name of Philip'pics, ^proved that Diopei'thes 
had done no more than hk duty; and that, instead of 
incurring the censure, he ought to receive the thanks of his 
country. 

17. Philip, however, was no way intimidated by the 
wordy resistance of his eloquent antagonist; proceeding 
still to extend his influence among the different states of 
Greece he oflfered his protection to the Messe'nians and 
Argivea, who h«S been oppressed by the Spartans ; and 
these being -soon after joined by the Thebans, formed alto- 
gether a very powerful confederacy. The natural balance 
against it was a union between Athens and Sparta, which 
the fipratans pressed with great eagerness, and Philip and 
the Thebans did all they could to prevent. On this occasion 
Demos^thenes, exerting himself with great spirit, roused up 
the Athenians, and put them so far on their guard, that, 
without coming to an open .rupture with Philip, they 
obliged him for the present to remain quiet. 

18. Quiet, however, he could not long continue. His 
restless and enterprising fpirit was ever at work. He had 
long fixed his eye upon the island of Eubce'a, as beii^ very 
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conveniently situated for favouring the design ihe had 
formed against Greece, and he now contrived, i^pon pre- 
tence of an invitation from some of the inhabitants, tt) 
send a body of troops thither ; by which means he pos- 
sessed himself of several strong places, dismantled Portmoa, 
and established three tyrants, or kings, over the country. 
19, The Athenians were conjured, in this distressful situa- 
tion, by Plutarch of Eret'ria, to come to the relief of the 
inhabitants ; and they accordingly dispatched a few troops 
thither under the command of Pho^cion, a general of whom 
great hopes were entertained, and whose conduct justified 
the high opinion the public entertained of him. 

20. Pho'cion had been long opposed to the politics of 
Demos'thenes, not because he was blind to the ambi- 
tion of Philip, but because he despaired of his own coun- 
trymen. (B. C. 34 2f) His own rule of life was strict 
and severe, formed on the rigid model of the Stoics ; he, 
therefore, felt more acutely the demoralized condition of 
Athens, and the depravity which pervaded every class of 
society. Unfortunately, he took but little trouble to dis- 
guise his sentiments, and his bitter sarcasms excited en- 
mity, where gentle remonstrance might have produced 
good effects. 21. He was accompanied in the expedition 
to Euboe'a by Demos'thenes, and the harangues of the 
orator not a little contributed to the success of the gene- 
ral. The independence of the island was secured. PJu'- 
tarch, who had invited the Athenians in vain, threw himself 
into the ranks of their opponents. Pho'cion totally de- 
feated the traitor in a pitched battle, and drove him from 
the island. 


Questions, 

1. How was Alexander educated ? 

2. What city m Thrace did Philip aulMltfe ? 

3. How did. Philip hehave in Thessaly ? 

4 . By whom wu the kin? of Macedon prevented from aeUiog Xhef- 

Aopyli^ f 
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5, What were the circuniBtances of the early life of Demos'thenes ? 

6. How did he succeed in his drst public speech? 

7- Were these defects overcome ? 

6. How did Philip make himself master of Olynthus ? 

9. In what manner were the captives treated 7 

10. Why was Philip eager to join in the sacred war ? 

11. How were the Athenians prevented from interfering? 

12. What punishment was inflicted on the Phocians ? 

13. How were the services of Philip rewarded ? 

14. What was the next enterprise of the Macedonian king 7 

15. How did Diopeithes act? 

16. By whom was his conduct defended? 

17 . What were the next proceedings of Philip f 

18. Did he attack any important island? 

19. Were the Athenians invited to assist in repelling this invasion ? 

20. What was the character of Fhocion ? 

21. What was the success of the expedition to Erctria? 


SECTION III. 

The successful career of Philip. 


Awake, Athenians I oh awake though lata. 
Avert the ruin of your tottering state ; 

If in your hM^ts or grief or courage lies, 
Rise to redeemp oh yet to conquer rise. 


* aU *> ' 

S. CeBsa'tion, 1 . a K stop for a I 18. Alior^tlvo, a. unavailins, unsuccess- 
time. I ful. 

20. liigid'ious, B. crafty, treacherous. 

1. pHiLiFp difiappointed in his designs upon Eubce^ap en- 
deavoured to distre&B the Athenians in another quarter. 
He well knew that they had moat of their supplies of 
com from Tkrace ; and he, therefi^, resolved to shut 
up the ports of that country agnjnat (hem, and parti- 
cularly to make himself master of PnriiAhuB '■ and Byzan- 

^ Now Eretill, a town of Thrace. It wai a very Btrfing town, and 
very ably defended by Ita inhabUanti. When Phi)^ found all hii at- 
tempt! to take the place ineffectn&li he luddenly detached a itrong corpi 
of his army to attack Byeantlum, which city had been drained of ita 
garrison to defend Perintliua. This scheme would probably have sue- 
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tium^ 2. StQl unwilling, however, to break with them 
entirely, he todk care to amuse them with professions of his 
regard, and of his extreme reluctance to give them the least 
offence. Nay, he wrote them a letter, upon the present 
occasion, in which he strongly insinuated, that they, and 
not he, were the violators of the peace. “ In the times of 
enmity,” says he, ^the most you did was to fit out ^ships 
of war against me, and to seize and sell the merchants that 
came to trade in my dominions ; but now you carry your 
hatred and injustice to such prodigious lengths, as even to 
send ambassadors to the king of Persia, to make him de- 
clare war against me.” 3. The king of Persia was greatly 
alarmed at the rapid progress m^de by the Macedonian 
monarch, as lie clearly istow that his ultimate aim to 
accomplish the great design of Ja'son, and invade Persia 
at the head of a Greek army collected from all the states. 
To prevent this, the Eastern monarch distributed large 
sums among the leading orators, and the Persifin gold had 
fully as much influence as patriotism, in the opposition 
made by the demagogues to Philip. The Macedonian 
bribed in his turn, Eind secured a lBtrong body of partizans 
at Athens, by whose assistance he hoped either to cajole 
or terrify the multitude, whom their pleasure and 

tranquillity had rendered weak and contemptible. 

4. His letter gave such of the orators as wer^ in Philip’s 
interest a fine opportunity of justifying his conduct. De- 
mos'thenes alone stood firm, and still continued to expose 
his artful designs; and, in order to remove the first im- 
pressions which the p^sal of this letter might make, he 
immediately ascended the tribunal, and from thence ha- 
rangued the pcofAc with aU the thunder of his eloquence. 
5t He told them ^hat the letter was written in a style not 

ceeded, had not the arrival of Phocion, with his fleet, quite changed the 
fiiM of affairs, and compelled him to raise the siege of both places, 
town on the Thracian Bos^phorus, now Constandnople. 
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suitable to the peopk of Athens ; that it was a plain deda- 
ratioQ of war against them ; that Philip had long since 
made the same declaration by his actions ; and that by 
the peace he had concluded with them, he meant nothing 
more than a bare cessation of arms, and to fall upon them 
afresh when they were more unprepared. 

6. Though Pho'cion seldom agreed with Demos'thenes in 
any thing, he heartily assented to what he had now said. 
He further urged the ignorance of the generals already 
chosen, e^ecially Cha'res, whom the favour of the populace 
Btill retained in command, in spite of the numerous in- 
stances of profligacy and incapacity that he had exhibited. 
7, But his late failure at Byzan'tium was a disgrace too 
flagrant to be excused, he was set aside, and Pho'cion him- 
self was appointed to command the troops that were to go 
against Philip, who was still besieging Byzan'tium. Cha'res 
liad undertaken to defend this city against the Macedo'- 
nians but the Byzan' tines refused to admit into their har- 
bour a leader, whose rapacity made him more formidable 
than an enemy, and Cha'res was soon after signally defeated 
by Amyn'tas, Philip's admiral. 

8. Pho' cion’s conduct on this occasion did not detract 
from the high character he had already acquired ; and he 
was nobly supported by his officers and soldiers, who had 
an entire confidence in his gallantry and good fortune. 

9. He obliged Philip to .give over the siege ; he drove him 
out of the Hellespont ; he took some of his ships ; he re- 
covered many fortresses which he had seized ; and having 
made several descents upon different parts of his territories, 
he plundered* all the open country, till a body of forces 
Bseemb^g to oppose him, he thought Jj^j^r to retire. 

10. Philip, having met with so severca check in Greece, 
turned his arms against the Scythians, whom he easily 
defeated; (B. C. S40.) but, in ^ return from Scythia, 
he was ob%ed to come to an ex^agement with the Tri< 
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belli \ whan be received a wound in his tbtgh, and had 
his horse killed under him. Ale^rander, who Bccoan]«med 
him in this expedition, immediately dew to his^ father’? 
lief, and covering him with his ^ield, killed or put to flight 
all who attacked him. 

1 1 . During the absence of the Macedonian monarch, a 
powerful coalition was formed against him by the Grecian 
states. The Feiisian king supplied money with a libera) 
hand ; Demos^thenes roused his countrymen by the most 
animating appeals, and the late triumphant expedition ol 
Pho'cion encouraged those whom the continued succeseea 
of Philip had reduced to despair. 12. On this occasioB 
the Athenians repealed the destructive law which ordered 
the public treasures to be expended in shows md dramatic 
entertainments ; they determined that this fund should for 
the future be applied to its original and proper destination, 
and in consequence they were soon able to collect a fleet 
far superior to the Macedonian navy. 

13. The Athenians considered the siege of Byzun'tium 
as an open declaration of war ; and, therefore, in order to 
retaliate upon Philip, they blocked up his ports by sea, 
and put an entire stop to his commerce. Philip at flrst 
endeavoured to appease them, by offering them terms of 
peace, which Pho^cion, with his usual modmtion, advised 
them to accept ; but Demos'thenes persuaded than to 
reject the offer with indignation. 14. Philip, therefore, 
began to form new alliances against them, partioidarly with 
the Thebans and Thessalians : but knowing how difficult 
it would be to persuade these powers to act directly against 
Athens, merely on account of his personij quarrelfi, be 
took care to them with a more phLusible prete^ 

for unbracing sraf a measure. He found means by hie 
aitiflce and intrigues,^ to sow disaenaions between the 
caians of Ampbia'sa snd the Amphictyonla ooimcil.. Xhsy 

^ The inhibitents af tbs fouatry now odltfL B kH ag ^ ti etlien 
lajr, Sfirvie. 
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were accuBed of impiety, in having ploughed up a spot of 
sacred ground^ which lay near the temple of Apollo, in the 
same manner as the Pho'cians had done upon a former oc- 
casion. 15. This spark, which at first might easily have 
been extinguished, .^s'chines, the most celebrated orator 
of his time, next to Demos'thenes, and who was entirely 
in the interest of Philip, contrived to blow up into a fiame ; 
by his advice, a resolution taken to send a solemn 
deputation to Philip, inviting him to assist Apollo and the 
Amphic'tyons, and to repel the J outrages of the impious 
Amphissse'ans ; the deputies were further to declare, that 
he was constituted, by the Greeks, a member of the council 
of Amphic'tyons, and general and commander of the forces, 
with full and unlimited powers. 

16. This was the very station to which Philip had long 
aspired, and now thought himself supremely happy in 
having attained. Most of the inferior states of Greece 
approved of the conduct of the Amphic'tyons, in giving 
the command of their forces to a man so eminent and il- 
lustrious for his piety, and so capable of executing the ven- 
geance of heaven. The Athenians and Spartans, however, 
considered the matter in a very different light. They saw 
that while Phihp openly affected tp vindicate the honour 
of Apollo, he was secretly promoting the views of his own 
ambition ; and that, under pretence of aiding one part of 
the Greeks against the other, he was in reality forging 
chains for the whole. (B. C. 339.) 1 7. Nor was it teg 

before their suspicions were justified by the event -.^or 
Philip had no sooner assembled his forces, than, instead of 
inarching, as he liad promised, against the irreverent Lo'- 
crians, he made himself master of £lut|i^ a capital city of 
Bhocis, which was very conveniently sSuated for aweing 
the Thebans, of whom he began to gprow jealous, and for 
opening to him a way into the heart of At'tica^ By so 

' Thii was PhiUp’i inuterplece, by whlqh he showed that lie wai 
able to overreach all the stateimen of Greece ; for if any of the state 
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extraordinary and nnanapected a step, he fairly threw off 
the mask, and bade defiance, as it were, to ^e whole body 
of Grecians. 

18- The news of this transaction qnickly spread into 
the neighbouring countries, and, wherever it came, filled 
the minds of the people with terror and consternation. 
They now plainly perceived the designs of Philip, which 
his artifice and their own stupidity had hitherto concealed 
from their eyes; but they were at a loss to know what 
steps they ought to take, in order to render them abortive. 
19. Even the Athenians themselves, though they had long 
apprehended some such event, were as much confounded 
^d alarmed as their neighbours. 20. It was late in the 
evening when a courier arrived at Athens, to announce 
the fall of Elatei'a ; the people had retired to their houses, 
the magistrates were at supper in the Prytaneium ; but in 
an instant all wire abroad. Some went to search for the 
generals ; others sought the officers whose duty it was to 
summon the general assembly : but the greater part hur- 
ried to the market-place, and pulled down or burned the 
booths which had been erected there, in order to make 
room for the meeting on the morrow. Terror and confu- 
sion filled Athens ; and even the wisest statesmen seemed 
to have lost all confidence and presence of mind. For 
when they met in a general assembly on the following 
morning, in order to deliberate upon the present critical 
situation pf afiuirs, and the herald, as usual, demanded with 
a *lbud voice, " which among them would ascend the 
tribunal,'’ not one of them had the courage to rise, or open 
his mouth; till at last Demos'thenes, animated with the 
^eatnesB of the umroaching danger, and fired with the 
noble spirit of ,.inmgnation which he had ever cherished 
and avowed against the insidious designs of Philip, arosef 
and in an eloquent harangue stimulated the people to im* 

had suspected his design, they would never hare coniented to the 
which gave him a free passage Into their country. 
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mediate resistance, and raised the^r drooping spirits by 
showing the great resources which were still at their com- 
mand. 21. He began by infusing into their breasts a ray 
of hope, assuriag them that were not the Thebans hostile 
to Philip, he would not be at Elatei'a, but on the borders 
of Attica. He then exhorted them to march their forces 
immediately to Eleu'ais, in order that the friends of Grecian 
freedom might derive confidence from seeing an army pre- 
pared to contend for the common cause : and proposed that 
an embassy should be immediately sent to Thebes, offering 
that state, on the most liberal terms, the alliance and assist- 
ance of Athens. 

22. This speech, dictated by the feelings of a patriotic 
heart, and delivered with all that fire and vehemence for 
which the orator was so remarkable, immediately produced 
the desired effect. The Athenians determined to follow 
the advice that had been now given them ; they appointed 
Demos'thenes himself to head the embassy to be sent to 
Thebes ; and they resolved to fit out a fleet of two hundred 
Bail, to cruise near Thermopylae. 


Questions, 

1. What projects did Philip form after his defeat at Euboea ? 

2. Did he endeavour to deceive the Athenians 7 

3. Were th^ublic men of Greece very corrupt at this time ? 

4. Were all the Athenians deceived by Philip’s letter ? 

6. How was it answered by Demoslhenes 7 

6. Wlio was appointed to command the Athenian army t 

7. Why was C^res set aside ? ^ 

B. How did Phocion succeed 7 

9. Did Macedon lud’er in its turn ? 

10. To what danger was Philip exposed in the war with the Triballi ? 

11. What took place during Philip’s absence In Scythia? 

12. Did the Atl^nianfl repeal any injurious law 7 ' 

13. How did they show their hostility to Philip 7 

14. Jn what manner did Philip obtain the assistAnee of the Thebans t 
What was the cause of the Amphissean war 7 

16. Were all the Greeks satisfied with the appointment of Philip to the 
chief command 7 
17' What city did Philip seize 7 
M How were the Greeks affected by this news ? 

10. How was the aocount received at Athens t 
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20. What waa the conduct of Demosthenes on the occasion ? 

21. What were the principal topics that he urged ? 

22. What was the effect of this speech 7 


SECTION IV. 

Battle of Ch<Jdroneia — Death of Philip. 


Forget not the field where they perish’d, 

The truest, the last of the brave ; 

All gone — and the bright hope we cherish’d, 

Gone with them and sunk in their grave. Moore. 


1. Mas'culine, a. manly, forcible. 

£. Dlsconcert'ed, part, thwarted In hla 
plans, unsettled. 

0. Impetuos'ity, 5. violence, fury. 

7. Aesail'anta, f, those who attack. 

Enthusias'tic, a. vehement, warm. 
9. Presump'tuouB, a. arrogant, pre- 
suming. 


Frecip'ltately, ad. hastily, eagerly. ' 
10. Exulta'tiDD, f. Joy, triumph. 
Adja'cent, a. near. 

13. Lu'ulcrous, exciting laughter, 

20. Generalls^Bimo, i. commander-ln- 
chief. 


1 . Upon his eirrival at Thebes, Demos'thenes found him- 
Belf opposed by Philon of Byzantium, a man of consider- 
able abilities, whom Philip had purposely sent thither to 
counteract the designs of the Athenian orator. This, ho^- 

. ever, he was not able to effect. The masculine eloquence 
of Demos'thenes carried all before it, and q;i 3 pired the 
Thebans with so strong a passion for liberty, that they re- 
solved to Jjjin their forces with those of the Athenians, in 
prevent!^ Ihe further progress of the Macedonian arinA\ 

2. Philip, disconcerted by the union of two such power* 
ful states, sent ambassadors to the Athenians, requesting 
them to desist from their warlike preparations ; but finding 
them determined to adhere to their engagements with 

^ This alliance Demos’thenes represented at Athena as a masteiw 
stroke of policy, as thereby the war was removed to a distance from 
Attica ; to which Fhocion shrewdly replied, Let us not he, %o co/rrfui 
about t}^ place wliere tve are to engage, as how to get the victory ; tkai 
is the only way to keep ihe war at a distance. Jf we are overcoflie, the 
very worst of calamities will soon he at our doors. 

p 2 
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Thebee, he endeavoured to intimidate botli them and their 
allies by omens and predictions, which he took care to 
procure from the priesteBS of Apollo. 3. Demos'thenes, 
however, persuSIled i:hem to pay no regard to those ridi- 
culous oracles. He told them, that the priestess Philip- 
pizedt thereby insinuating that it was Phihp’s money which 
inspired her, and made her draw from Apollo whatever 
answer he thought best suited to his designs. He bade the 
Thebans remember their Epaminon'das, and the Athenians 
their Per 'ides, who considered these oracles and predictions 
as idle scare- crows, and consulted only their reason. The 
Athenian army set out immediately, and marched to Eleu'- 
sis ; and the Thebans, surprised at the diligence of their 
confederates, joined them, and waited the approach of the 
enemy. 

4. Philip, conscious of his own abilities, and at the 
same time convinced of the extreme -weakness of those 
who commanded the allied army, determined to bring on a 
general engagement as soon as possible ; and, with this 
view, he advanced into the plain of Chaeronei'a', a place 
rendered famous by the event of this important contest. 
(B.C. 338.) 5. His army amounted to about thirty- two 

thousand men ; that of the confederates did not exceed 
thirty- thousand’. But the disparity of numbers was a 
trifling disadvantage, compared with the deficiency of the 
allied generals. The Athenians placed at the head of their 
forces Lys'icles, of whom nothing was known, and Cha'res, 
whose utter worthlessness was notorious : the Thebans, with 

> Situated on the iVontierfl of BcBoda, and celebrated for 1 avipg given 
birth to Plutarch. 

* On the eve of the day on which this decisive battle was fought, 
Dlo'gen^s, the cynic, who had long looked with equal contempt on 
either party, was led by curiosity to visit the camps, as an unconcerned 
spectator. In the Macedo'nian camp, where hU person and character 
were not known, he was stopped by the guards, and conducted to 
Philip’s tent The king asked him sternly whether he came as a spy : 
“Yes,” said Dio'genes, “I am come as a spy upon your folly and am- 
MUoUfln th\u setting your life nnd kingdom to the haiard of an hour." 
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equal follyi gave the command to Theag^enes, a man more 
than suspected of treachery. Thus in the last struggle for 
freedom, the chances of success were profligately sacrificed 
to the intrigues of faction — a complete^- pTpof that Greece 
was now ripe for ruin. 

6. And now the fatal morning appeared, which was for 
ever to decide the cause of liberty and the empire of 
Greece. Before the rising of the sun both armies were 
ranged in order of battle. The Thebans, with the sacred 
band in front, occupied the right wing of the confederate 
Greeks ; the Athenians, commanded by Lys'icles and 
Cha'res, formed the left ; and the Corin^thions and Pelo- 
ponne'sians were posted in the centre. On the left of the 
Macedonian army stood Alexan'der, at the head of -a 
chosen body of noble Macedonians, supported by the 
famous cavalry of Thes'saly. In the centre were placed 
those Greeks who had united with Philip, and on whose 
courage he could least depend ; while the king himself 
commanded on the right, where his renowned phalanx 
stood, to oppose the impetuosity with which the Athenians 
were weU known to begin their onset. 

7. The charge began on each side with all the courage 
and violence which ambition, revenge, the love of glory, 
and the love of liberty, could excite in the several com- 
batants. Alexon'der, at the head of the Macedonian 
nobles, first feU with all the fury of youthful courage 
on the sacred bond of Thebes, which sustained the attack 
with a bravery and vigour worthy of its former fame. 
The gallant youths who composed this body, not being 
timely or duly supported by their countrymen, bore up 
for a while against the torrent of the enemy ; till at length, 
oppressed and overpowered by superior numbers, without 
yielding or turning their backs on their assailants, they 
sunk down on that ground where they had been originally 
stationed, each by the side of his darling friend, theii 
bodies forming a bulwark against the progress of the 

p 3 
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enemy. But the young prince and his forces, in all the 
ttUhusiastic ardour of valour, animated by success, pushed 
on through all the carnage, over the heaps of slain, and 
fell furiously on the main body of the Thebans. They 
were opposed with obstinate and deliberate courage, and 
the contest was for some time supported with equal resolu- 
tion on both sides. 

8. In the mean time the Athenians, on the left wing, 
fought with a spirit and intrepidity worthy of the character 
of which they boasted, and of the cause by which they were 
animated. Many gallant efforts were made by either 
party, and success was for some time doubtful ; till at 
length part of the centre, and the right wing of the Mace- 
donians (except the phalanx) yielded to the impetuous 
attack of the Athenians, and fled with some precipitation. 

9. Transported by the advantage now obtained, the 
sumptuouB Lya'icles* cried out, "Come on, my gallant 
countrymen ; the victory is ours ; let us pursue these 
cowards, and drive them back to Macedon.*' And thus, 
instead of improving the happy opportunity of charging 
the phalanx in flank, and so breaking this formidable body, 
the Athenians wildly and precipitately pressed forward, in 
pursuit of the flying enemy, themselves in all the tumult 
and disorder of a rout. 

10. Philip saw this fatal error with all the contempt of 
a fikilfol general, and the secret exultation arising from the 
•flsurance of approaching victory. He coolly observed to 
those officers that stood around him, that the Athenians 
knew not how to conquer; and ordered his phalanx to 
change its portion, and, by a sudden evolution, to gain 
pcNWesaion of an adjacent eminence. From thence they 
marched deHberately: down, firm az^ collected, and fell 
with their united force on the Athenians, now confident of 

* Other <«thon mf tibat tfaU excUvuition wu uttered by£trst^«ele«, 
another Athenian general. 
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success, and blind to their danger. The shock was irre- 
sistible ; they were at once overwhelmed, many of them lay 
crushed by the weight of the enemy, and expiring of their 
wounds ; while the rest escaped from the dreadful slaughter 
by a shameful and precipitate flight, bearing down and 
hurrying along with them those troops which had been 
stationed for their support. 

11. While Philip was thus triumphant on his side, 
Alexander continued the conflict on the other wing, and 
at length broke the Thebans in spite of all their acts of 
valour, who now fled from the field, and were pursued with 
great carnage. The centre of the confederates was thus 
totally abandoned to the fury of a victorious enemy. But 
enough of slaughter had already been made ; more than 
one thousand of the Athenians lay dead on the field of 
battle, two thousand were made prisoners ; and the loss of 
the Thebans was not inferior. 12. Philip, therefore, de- 
termined to conclude his important victory by an act of 
apparent clemency, which his policy and ambition really 
dictated. He gave orders that the Greeks should be 
spared, carefully locking up in his own breast the design 
he had formed against their liberties, and hoping one day 
to march at their head to accomplish the conquest of the 
Persian monarchy. 

13. Philip’s behaviour, upon obtaining this victory, is 
differently represented by different historians. Some say, 
that he expressed his joy in so extravagant and even /«- 
dicrous a manner, as to extort from Dem^ades, one of the 
Athenian prisoners, the following severe reprimand : “For- 
tune," said that orator to him, “ has assigned you the 
port of Agamem^non but you are a4:ting that of Ther- 
si'tes*." Justin, however, represents his conduct Cd a 

^ Agamemnon was king of Mycens, and commander-in-chief of tha 
confederated Greeks at the siege of Troy. 

^ A chief in the same army, more celebrated for Mtire and bufbonery 
than valour. 
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more amiable and enga^g light. He Bays, that he 
was at great pains to disBemble his joy ; that he af- 
fected extreme modesty, and the utmost compassion for 
the prisoners ; that he was not even seen to laugh ; that 
he would have no sacrifice, no crowns, no perfumes ; 
that he forbade all kinds of sports ; and did nothing 
that might make him appear to the conquerors to be 
elated, nor to the conquered to be insolent. 14. Certain 
it is, that he immediately concluded a peace with the 
Athenians ; and though he treated the Thebans, as un- 
faithful allies, with greater severity, yet, after compelling 
them to pay a ransom for their prisoners, and a large sum 
of money for leave to bury their dead, and after placing a 
garrison inijieir citadel, he agreed to make peace with them 
also. 

16. It IS said that Isoc'rates, the celebrated rhetorician, 
was so deeply affected when he heard of the loss of the 
battle of GbtEroneiV'^at, unable to survive the disgrace 
which that event hafl brought upon his country, he has- 
tened his end by abstaining from all food ; he was then in 
the ninety-eighth year of his age’. 

16. Lys'icles, who had the chief command of the Athe- 
nians in this engagement, and by whose misconduct the 
battle bad been lost, was soon after summoned before an 
assembly of the people, and condemned to die at the in- 
stance of Lycurigus, who had great credit and influence in 
the city,' but who was a severe judge, and a most bitter 
accuser. “ You, Lys'icles,*' said he, “ were general of the 


1 Isocrates was the son of Theodorus, a musical instrument maker, 
at Athens. Though, from an unconquerable Umidity, he never spoke 
in the popular assemblies, he opened a sehool of el^uence at Athena, 
whei^he distinguished himself by the number, character, and lame of 
hii pupils, and by the immense riches which he amassed. Isocrates has 
always been admired for the sweetness and graceful simplicity of 
his style, for the harmony of his expressions, and the dignity of his 
language. The remains cf.^iis orations extant inspire the world with 
the highest veneration of abilities as an orator, a morailit, and, above 
all, as a man. 
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army , a thousand citizens were slain, two thousand taken 
prisoners ; a trophy has been erected to the dishonour of 
this city, and all Greece is enslaved. You had the 
command when all these things happened ; and yet vou 
dare to live, and view the light of the sun, and blush 
not to appear publicly in the Forum ; you, Lys'icles, 
who are bom the monument of your country’s shame !” 

17. Cha'res, who was probably as guilty as Lys'icles, ap- 
pears to have escaped merely through the insignificance 
of his character. Indeed, his abilities were so con- 
temptible, that, according to Timo'theus, " he was much 
fitter to carry the general’s baggage, than to be a general 
himself.” 

18. Many people thought that Demos'thenes might, on 
account of his speeches, be considered as the real cause of 
that terrible blow which Athens had now sustained, and 
that upon him, therefore, would cer^^nly fall t^^ principal 
weight of the national resentment. ;;-B;^t in this they were 
disappointed. The Athenians were Vb fully convinced of 
his integrity and patriotism, that at the very moment they 
were smarting under the wound they had just received, 
they submitted entirely to his counsels and direction. 
Indeed, he appears to have been highly deserving of all the 
confidence they reposed in him. For being appointed, at 
this time, to supply the city with provisions, and to repair 
the walls, he executed the latter commission with so much 
generosity, that as the public treasure was unequal to the 
expense, he made up the deficiency out of his own private 
fortune. 

19. In the mean time, Philip had hia ambition pleased, 
but not satisfied, with his last victory. The sovereignty of 
Greece, even if he had acquired it, he always considired 
but as a secondary object, and only as the means of pre- 
paring his way for the conquest of Persia, which he h ad 
long plazmed in hia mind, and hop^ to be able one day 
to accomplish. But this he knew he could not do without 

p 5 
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aasifitaoce of the Greeks, which, however, he thought 
fae could llie more easily procure for such an undertaking, 
as they had long burned with an ardent desire of revenging 
upon Persia the injuries they had received from it, and 
of accomplishing the total destruction of that empire, 
20, Philip, therefore, now proposing to lead them to such 
ar^loriouB gratidcation of •their revenge, they readily chose 
him generalissimo of their forces ; and he accordingly be- 
gan to make i^^^rations for invading the dominions of the 
Persian monarch, 

21. But while the Macedonian monarch was thus snc- 
cessMv ki his public undertakings, the violent dissen- 
sions %iat reigned in his family destroyed all his private 
peace, and at last brought him to an untimely end. He 
had married Olym'pka, daughter of the king of Epi'rus, 
and the early part of their union was crowned with happi- 
ness ; but as she was naturally of a peevish and vindictive 
disposition, a coldn^ drst, and afterwards a rooted aver- 
sion, took place between them, 22. A woman, indeed, 
of k&e fiery and vindictive passions, might well have been 
displeased at the continual augmentation of her husband’s 
^ wives and concubines ; and her son Alexander was not only 
indignant at the neglect with which his mother wjis treated, 
Imt saw his succession to the throne rendered preca- 
nous by the increased number of competitors. At the 
nuptials of Philip with Cassan'dra, the daughter' of At'- 
tahu, one of his favourite generals, the father and son 
came to an opo^ rupture^ and were never again completely 
reconciled. 

23, Meantime the preparations for the invi^rilon of Persia 
proceeded, when the dagger of ask assassin suddenly de- 
prived Macedoa of her greatest monarch. For while 
Pl^p was celebrating the inipti^ of his daughter Cleo- 
pa'tra, with Alexander king of Epi^nu, and brother to hia 
queen Ol^rm'piaa, he was suddenly stabbed of 

the tolemnily, in the midst of his guai^, by one 
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Pausa'niBB, a noble Macedonian, whom At'talus, hia fa- 
vourite general, had cruelly abused, and who, having 
repeatedly demanded reparation of the king in vain, at la«t 
turned the edge of his resentment from the author of his 
wrong to his sovereign himself, and took this dreadful 
method of satiating hia revenge 

24. Thus died Philip, a prince po8seese|i of great abili- 

ties both in peace and war, but much fonder of^^^bning his 
ends by dexterity and address than by force of arms. 
His character has been thus drawn by an able historian : 
"Philip of Macedon was by much the most sagacious 
prince of his age. He had a perfect idea of the, state of 
his own country, the condition of Greece, snd tl^ weak- 
ness of the Persian empire. He was secret without affect- 
ing reserve ; eloquent without either being ready to spe^k 
or vain of speaking ; obliging in hfs deportment as a king, 
and yet never departing from his dignity as a sovereign. 
In the field he was a complete general, and expert engineer, 
and an indefatigable soldier. He studied war as an art, and 
acted as coolly in an engagement as at a review. He was 
learned, and a great patron and lover of learning. On the 
other hand, his ambition was boundless ; bis treaties always 
gave way to his interest ; be was the most finished dissem- 
bler of his time ; extremely severe to those who opposed his 
designs, and addicted to vices which bring great disgrace 
upon his memory," • 

25. The news of his death was a joyful surprise in 
Greece, and particularly at Athens, '^here the people 
crowned themselves with garlands, and decreed a crown 
to Pausa'j^. They sacrificed to the gods for their .de- 
liverance, and sung songs of triumph, as if Philip had 

^ The instigator of this rash a^s not known ; some say that^Pausa'- 
nias was instigated by othera that he was bribed by tba 

Persian king. This latter opinion derives some conArmation from the 
fact of Alexander having alleged in his declaration of war, that the 
assassination of his father was one of the causes fot hia invading the 
Persian empire. 

p 6 
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been slain by them in battle. But this excess of joy very 
ill became themi because it was altogether inconsistent with 
their late behaviour to that prince ; for when he was chosen 
generalissimo of the Greek&i and still more when he cele- 
brated the nuptials of his daughter, the Athenians were the 
most forward and the most fulsome in their compliments to 
him, and carried (heir aduHition so far as almost to exalt 
him to the rank of a god. 


Questions » 

]. How did Ddniosthenes succeed at Thebes ? 

2m By what means did Philip endeavour to terrify the alliu i 
3. How did Demosthenes frustrate this ? 
d. Where was the decisive engagement fought ? 

6. In what respects was Philip’s army superior to that of the allies 7 

6. How were the armies dra^^ out at Cheeroneia 7 

7. By whom was the sacred Theban band subdued 7 
h. Were the Athenians at first successful? 

9. How was this advantage lost 7 

10. By what tactics did Philip decide the fate of the day 7 
1. What was the loss of the confederates ? 
j 2. Did Philip exhibit any clemency to the defeated army 7 

13. what different representations are given of Philip's conduct after 

the victory 7 

14. On what conditions was peace granted 7 

15. Is there any strange account of the death of Isocrates ? 

16. What became of Lyaicles 7 « 

17 . Was Chares put to death? 

18. Did the people punish Demosthenes for having advised this unfor- 

tunate “war 7 

19. What was the great object of Philip's ambition 7 

20. Did he succeed 7 

21. Had Philip any domestic uneasiness? 

22. What were the causes of these family quarreU ? 

23. What was the dwth of Philip f 

24. What was his character 7 

25 How was the news received In Greece 1 
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• CHAPTER XIII. 

From the Birth of Alexander to his Departure for 
Asia. 


Far dearer the grave or the priaon 
Illum’d by one patriot name, 

Than the trophiei of all who have riien 
On liberty’s ruins to fame. 

' ^Mqohe, 


1. Sum'marlesj r, short narratives. 17. FaralJel'ed, pari, aijualled. 

5. Fer'tlnent, aif/Jto the puipOBQ, 18. Confed'erates, t. states united by a 

10. De'diea, t. naMv paases through league or treaty. 

mountains. 19. Dii’may, i. tenor, fear. ‘ 

11. Imprac'tlcable, aij. not possible to 23. Ptcu'oiaiy, ac(/. belcmglag to money. 

be put in practice. 


1. Wb have now arrived at a period when the Greeks, 
united as one people, and under -the guidance of a single 
commander, extended their sway over central A^ia, And 
for a brief space possessed one of the most splendid em- 
pires recorded in history. Every thing in the career of 
Alexander is so extraordinary ; the magnitude and rapidity 
of his conquests apparently so far transcend his limited 
means — his political wisdom seeming to have formed pious 
beyond what should have been expected from the know- 
ledge of the age — his valour as a soldier, his skill as a 
general, his wisdom as a statesman, and even his weak- 
nesses as a man, require ns to pay more attention to him 
individu^y, than is usually given to a single person in 
historical swnmaries. This, indeed, is the more requisite 
in the present instance, as the Grecian history for several 
years is completely identified with the exploits of Alexan- 
der, and we shall therefore give some account of the edBCIb> 
tion and early life c# a monarch who is to oocopy so^ SMA 
a share of our attention^ ^ 
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2. Alexander was bom at Pella, on the very day 
that the temple of Diaija at EpVesus was burned to the 
ground. (B. C. 35€.) Those who interpret omens by 
'BubHequent events remarked, that the conflagration of the 
greatest ornament of Asia symbolized the destruction which 
at a future period he should bring on the Asiatic empires ; 
otheret declared that Diana, in her capacity of “ goddess 
of childbirth,” wajs so busy in bringing a hero into the 
World, that she neglected the preservation of her own tem- 
ple. On the day of his birth, Phdip received the news of 
a victory obtained by his general Parme'nio, over the Illy- 
rians, and of his horses having obtained the first prize at 
the Olympic games. These coincidences, in an age of 
superstition, were supposed to be certain types of future 
greatness, and Philip took the most efl[icacious means to 
ensure their accomplishment, by giving his son the best 
possible education. 3. Of his progress up to his fifteenth 
yeir; nothing certdn is recorded, but at that age he was 
pkoed under the tuition of Aristotle, one of the greatest 
]^i^|||»dpherB of antiquity. (B. C. 342.) The mutual 
att^hment of the philosopher and pupil was equally 
creditable to both ; Aristotle opened to his pupil all his 
vast stores of wisdom, and Alexander availed himself of 
these advantages to the utmost. 4. The poems of Homer 
were, however, the principal objects of his youthful admi- 
ration ; with the charaeier of Achilles he was more pecu- 
liarly atiuck ; he proposed it as an example for his own 
imitation, but unfortunately we sbalh find that he copied 
the defectsT os closely as the virtues of tUht hero. 5. At 
an early age he waq iTj^^uced by his &ther into pubhc 
U£b i he rec^vad the Persian ambafisadors when not quite 
aixtecB, apd aatfinished wem by his .^^eriinent inquiries 
reapecth^ 'the poUtical condiri^ and revenues of Persia* 
SofOE after Jie was appointed regent of Macedon, while 
hia iriher w^a besieging By zan'Sum# two years after he 
eottnn^ded^ftie left wing of the Macedonian army at 
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the battle af Chsronei'a, and cut down the sacred Theban 
band. 

6. Alexander had scarcely completed his twentieth jaa 
when he commenced his reign ; his drst care was to 
punish those wiio had a share in his father's death; and on 
this occasion Amyn'taa, who had been sat aside to raalfP 
room for Philip, Ml a victim either to his revenge or to 
his policy. (B. C. 336.) 7. The situation of Macedoa, 

though not quite so dangerous as at the accession cf 
Philip, was still sufficiently difficult to daunt a monarch 
possessing less courage than Alexander. The barbarous 
nations on the south-west and east of Macedon, were pre- 
paring to renounce their subjection, and renew their de|aw- 
dations ; in the south a strong party was preparing to 
maintain the cause of Grecian independence : Sparta was 
avowedly hostile, Athens all but so, and secret conspi- 
rades were forming in other states. 8. The first care of 
Alexander was to have his authority acknowledged in Thes- 
saly — the rapidity of his march prevented all possibitity 
of opposition, if any such were intended — he arrMi zt 
Laris^sa, and was at once invested with the authority whicb 
his father had previously possessed. From thence hz went 
to Thermop'ylae, and was received with distinyMshed ho~ 
nours by the Amphictyonic council. He was aclAcrw* 
[edged as his father’s successor in the ^residmcy of the 
council, and in the government of the religioaB eecemonias. 
8. Finally, he proceeded to atteiuf the general assemfafynf 
deputies from the Grecian states at Corinth? Bud was 
there formally appointed to head the forces of the confe- 
deracy in the PeiBkn war. The Bperians, witlL^their 
usual pride, safosed t^eir consent to this arrangex^^ut^ Itnt 
the Athenians ^ere lavish in expressions, of 
tion and ccmgratulation. * , * ? 

10. Having thus agni^|ge&the affidrs of Soiithegia ^Craa^, 
Alexander resolved to mar^N against the 
which threatened Macedon on the north and 
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335.) ll« admioed into Thrace, and met with no oppcN 
ftition until he reached the ^hain of Mount HeemuB, now 
odled the Bldkaft, whose defiles, though formidable, have 
both in ancient and modem times yielded to intrepid 
courage ^ 11. The mountaineers prepared for a vigorous 

defence ; they occupied the summit of the hills which 
commanded the only practicable pass, and fortified them- 
selves behind heavy waggons, which they determined to 
roll down upon the invaders. Alexander ordered his men 
to open their ranks when the waggons rolled down ; but 
where that was impracticdble, he commanded them to 
throw themselves on the ground, and form a kind of pent- 
house of their shields, so as to permit the waggons to roll 
over them. By this artifice the enemy’s means of defence 
were wasted in vain, and the Macedo'nians, encouraged by 
their success, attacked the enemies’ lines and routed them 
with greats slaijghter. 12. He now advanced towards the 
Danube, and having defeated the Triballi, who thought to 
cut off his rear, came to ihe river, and found the Ge'tse 
strou^y posted on the opposite bank. Having constructed 
rafts, he transported across the stream in one night a 
thousand cavalry, and four thousand infantry. The Ge'tee, 
astonished at this unexpected movement, fled without 
resistance ; their town WBii taken, and the victorious army 
rewurded with abundant spoil. The other tribes north of 
tbs Danube submitted to the conqueror, and Alexander, 
hovmg second his , dominions on that side, prepared to 
msr^ the srestem Dlyri'ans. 

13. Thk "expedition was equally successful with the 
formir ; the Macedo'nians, indeed, at first suffered some 
c j i ti ilai f M)ut th» barbarians, insteac^f punsdng their ad- 
vdiitiges, gave themselves up to riot and delfiachery. 
Alexiiiider took advantage of their otf elessness, alttacked 
thtti when they were off their gpard, and obtained a de- 

T$ey*were forced the Ruffbi) genera], Count DlebJUch, in tlu 
Isti Tufidih wv, . 
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cisive victory So complete waa the overthroW^of the 
Ulyrians, that they never ventured on a new insurrection 
during the entire of his reign. 

14. Unexpected news from Southern Greece called 
Alexander to a new scene of action. The Thebans, anx- 
ious to recover their freedom, had revolted, and after having 
massacred part of the Macedonian garrison, were closely 
besieging the remainder in the citadel. Alexander saw 
that if he wished to retain the supremacy of Greece winch 
his father had acquired with so much difficulty, no t^me 
was to be lost. 15. He traversed the intervening country 
with so much rapidity, that he waa the first herald of his 
own approach, and the Thebans could scarce credit the 
intelligence, that Alexander, whom they believed still in 
Illyria, was already within sight of their walls. The 
Athenians who had encouraged the revolt were not yet in 
arms, the Arca^dian auxiliaries had scarcely commenced 
their march ; the Thebans found themselves obliged to 
bear the brunt of the war alone, ajid relying on the strength 
of their walls, they obstinately refused all offers of accom^ 
modation. 

16. An accident revealed to one of the Macedonian 
generals a weak part of the Theban fortifications ; witlKmt 
waiting for orders he commenced an assault, and in the 
midst of the contest, the garrison of the citadel attacked 
the Thebans in the rear, and threw, open one of the gates 
to their countrymen. 17. The horrors peipet^ted at 
storming of Thebes have been rarely pardk^ in the 
annals of war ; we have -seen in the course of thifl history, 
that the Thebans were cruel victors — they now met a 
fearful retribution ; in (he ranks of the Macedonian ermy^ 
were Fhodans, Thespians, and Flateeans, whose .native 
countries had been ruthlessly destroyed — they felt that* the 
hour of vengeance was come, and they abused it ^to tlpe 
utmost. 18. After the slaughter had ceased, the 
Thebes was debated in the council of the Mtcedpuiin 
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confedmiei — it wes determined that the city should be 
Uf^elled with the ground^ and all the citizens sold into sla- 
very. The principal opponent* of the war were exempted 
from this decree, as were also the descendants of the poet 
Pindar, whose odes Alexander enthusiastically admired. 

19. The Theban cavalry escaped to Athens, and filled 
that city with dismay. The Athenians, conscious of having 
participated in the revolt of the Thebans, naturally dreaded 
that they would he the next victims of the young mo- 
narch’s resentment. 20. Their first step was to send 
ambassadors to congratulate Alexander on his late suc- 
cesses, but as these were selected from the Anti-Mace do'- 
nian party, Alexander refused to admit them into his pre- 
sence. Another deputation was sent, which met with 
better success — Alexander ofifered peace to the Athenians, 
on condition that eight of the leading orators and two of 
the generals should be given up, to take their trial as com- 
mon enemies erf Grecian tranquillity. 21. Demos'thenes, 
whose name was in the fatal list, dissuaded his country- 
men from acceding to these terms, by the well known fable 
of the wolves that offered peace to the sheep, on condition 
of their banishing the guardian dogs. A new eanbassy was 
lent to solicit better terms, and Alexander, desirous to 
efface the remembrance of the cruelties he had practised at 
Ihebei^ by hit present clemency, withdrew the obnoxious 
diflinttncL He onl^ insisted on the banishment of Charide'- 
omi, whom he anspected of having been an accomplice in 
his fall’s murder ; and this Athenian general was per- 
mitted to itthre into Persia. 

22. Tbe' troubles in Greece being thus brought to a 
dene, Alexander was left at liberty to prepare for the great 
efafoct of his ambition, the Invasion of Persia. Though 
Alt empire had fallen from the he'^ht of power which it 
fOamiHcd in the reign of Cyrus the Great, or even in the 
tim of Xerxes* it still potMaaed immenae retourcee both 
^ mn and monev* All the oountries. firom the eastern 



INVASION OF ASIA. 


3&l 

shores of the Mediterranean to the borders of India, and 
from the coasts of the Caspian to those of the Ocean, 'Wtre 
subject to the Persian king; Egypt had been lately re- 
united to the empire, and se eral insurgent provinces 
brought back to their allegiance. The treasury ’vvas full, 
thg army recruited by numerous bodies of Grecian merce- 
naries, and the sovereign more popular among his subjects 
than any of his predecessors had been. 23. On the other 
hand, Alexander was miserably deficient in pecuniary re- 
sources ; the state was heavily sunk in debt, and he had to 
mortgage all the royal domains for eight hundred talents, 
before he could venture to begin his march. His entire 
army, including the allies, amounted only to about thirty 
thousand foot, and five thousand cavalry, a force scarcely 
sufficient to garrison a Persian province, but which, how- 
ever, was destined to subvert that powerful empire. 

24. The government of Macedonwas entrusted to Antip'- 
aler, and a body of twelve thousand men placed under his 
command, for in addition to all his other disadvantages, 
Alexander was exposed to the danger of a new insurrection 
in Greece during his absence. 


1. Why is the personal character of Alexander worthy of particular 

notice ? * 

2. Are there any remarkable circumstances connected with the day of 

his birth ? 

3. By whom was thg education of Alexander conducte(^7 

4. What author was the principal favourite of the youthftil hero ? 

5. Did Alexander commence public life at an early age ? 

6. How did Alexander begin his reign ? 

7> To what dangers was the young monarch exposed 7 

A How was Alexander received in Thessaly 7 

9. In what manner was he treated by the assembly at Corinth T 

10. Agaittit what enemies did he next march ? 

11. How did the Macedonians effect the passage of Mount Hamus f 

12. In what manner did Alexander subdue the Oeta ? 

13. How were the Ihyriani conquered 7 

14. What evanlB compelled Alexander to return upeeaily into Sonthin 

Greece t , 

JA. Did Alexander make a rapid niMciif' 
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16. What led to the sudden capture of Thebei ? 

i7e Was there much severity shown to the conquered Thebans f 

18. Were any of the Thebans spared ? 

18. How were the Athenians affected by this news ? 

20. What demand did Alexander, make of the Athenians 7 

21. How was this demand avoided ? 

22. What was the condition of Persia at the time of the Macedonian 

invasion ? 

23. Had Alewider forces equal to those of Persia 7 

24. Who was l^t behind as gf»vernor of Mad^n 7 


CHAPTER XIV. 

From the Invasion of Asia to the Death of Alexander , 


SECTION I. 

Conquest of Western Asia. 


Can none remember ? Yes ; I’m sure all must, 

Where glory like a dazzling eagle stood 
Perch’d on my beaver in the Granic flood, 

"NMien Fortune’s self my trembling standard bore, 

And the pale Fates stood frighten’d on the shore, 

When all the immortals on the billows rode 
And 1 myself appeared the leading god. 

• Lee’s Alexander, 


8, Pr^n'tls, f. a Im&U sea between 
^rope and Alia, now called ihi 
tea of Marmora. 

■ 7. Chl'TOliy, f. military service of 
knights. 

Scim'etar, i. a bent sword. 

11. Imprsg'nabls, a4j, Impossltile to be 
taken. . 


14. Corapllca'ted. pari, tangled. 

18. Intrep'id. void of fear. 

24. Mon'ltor, t. adviser. 

21. Ketra'ced, r. went back by the same 
route on which he bad advanced. 

25. De'flles, #. mountain posies. 

26. Exag'geradon, i. a statement that 

exceeds the truth. 




1. When Alexander lad cmpleted aU bill prepaS^tions, he 
ordered hia fleet to await^^iia «rrival in the Heriespont, 
while he inarched with the into the Thracian Cher'- 
soneie. (B. C. 334.) From:%itece his forces wei^ trans- 


ported across strait to the plains of Troy, without eu- 
ooontering aqyiopposition from the Persisn nayy, though it 
far excNded ^ Maoedo^aian in strength, and might easily 
have opposed, if not ta^y prevented his landing. 2. 
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Alexander was the first that leaped on shore, and finding 
himself in the fields immortalized by his favourite poet, Tie 
ordered games and sacrifices to be performed in honour of 
die Homeric heroes. 3. The-iPeraian satraps having re- 
X)vered from their surprise, began to concentrate their 
■orces at Zelei'a, a city on the Propon^tiSt there was 
ittle unity and little^isdom in Aeir councift; they were 
lot subject to a single head, an&i&ttnal jealousy prevented 
:hem from agreeing in the choice of a commander. 4. 
Memnon, the brother of Mentor, whom we mentioned in 
:he former chapter, advised that the country should be laid 
vaste, and the Macedonians forced back by hunger, but 
Arsi'tes, the governor of Phryg'ia, i^sed to allow such 
devastation in a province that he commanded. After 
nuch delay, they resolved to contest the passage of the 
Grani^cus, a river of some magnitude, flowing from’ the 
?hain of mount Ida into the Propon'tis. 

5. Alexander, on the first news of the enemies' appear- 
mce, had marched against them ; and when his scouts 
mnounced their vicinity and position, immediately pre- 
pared to force a passage. Parme'nio, daunted by the 
danger of fording a river in the very teeth of superior 
forces, vainly endeavoured to dissuade bia'^vereign from 
the attempt, but Alexander justly deeming that the very 
hardihood of the assault would terrily the Persians, imme- 
diately formed hia order of battle, 6, Plaijing himself at 
the head of the Companion-cavniy, as the royal guard* 
svere called, he gave the wordi^an^tolemy at the head of^ 
the right "^ing dashed into the. rivcri" They were met on 
the opposite bank by Menyi^ with the flower of the 
Persian cavalry, who forced ’Ptolemy back on Alexander's 
own brigade. The young king immediately dashed for- 
ward with the Companions where Mem^o^'S squadrons 
were thickest, and soon cleared a space for ibe other troops. 
7. The straggle was now fierce, and stem, resembling 
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rather the peraonal eucoonterB in the age of chivalry ^ than 
a regular pitched battle. The Macedo'nian cavedry were 
heavily armedi the Persian forces principally consisted of 
light horse, and consequently the latter were soon borne 
down by the superior weight of the hostile squadrons. 
8. Alexander’s personal bravery was very conspicuous in 
this battle; he slew two of the Persian leaders with his 
own hand ; but while thus engaged he would have fallen 
beneath the scimeiar of Spithrida'tes, had not Clei'tus, a 
captain of the Companions, cut off the satrap’s hand as it 
was descending with the fatal blow. 9. The left wing of 
the Persians was soon broken, and shortly after their right 
was driven in by Parme'nio ; a sudden panic seized their 
lines, and they fled before the phalanx could advance to 
the attack of the centre. The Grecian mercenaries in 
Persian pay were thus deserted, and almost totally cut to 
pieces by the Macedo^nians, who looked upon them as 
traitors to their country. This was a glorious, but not a 
bloody victory. The loss of the Macedo'nians did not ex- 
ceed two hundred men, and the Persians could not have 
suffered severely, as there was no pursuit, 10. Alexander 
honourably interred the fallen, and gave orders that the 
statues of the twenty-five Companions who were slain 
should be cost in bronze by Lysippus, the most celebrated 
sculptor of the age. These statues were set up at Di'um, 
in Macedo'nia, from whence they were many years after 
removed to Rome. 

11. The battle of the Grani'eus was followed by the 
submission of many of the most important provinces in 
Asia Minor; Sar^dis, the capital of Lydia, with all its 
treasures, was surrendered at the first summons, even 
though its citadel was impregnable ; Ephesus acknow- 
ledged the authority of Alexander, and so many power- 
ful cities were yielded up, that it is hard to acquit 
the governors of treachery, Mile'tua was the only Ionian 
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city that ventured on resistance, but it was soon taken by 
storm, and the greater part of the garrison put to the 
sword. 

12. Darius, on receiving the news of his army’s defeat at 
the Grani'cus, appointed Memnon his lieutenant-general in 
Asia Minor, and this able leader took vigorous measures to 
oppose the farther progress of Alexander. But being badly 
seconded by the other satraps, he was unable to interpose 
any effectual check, and Alexander made himself master of 
aU the provinces that border on the -^Ege'an sea. 13. When 
winter approached, leave of absence was given to aU the 
lately-married Macedo'nians to visit their families ; and 
they on their return spread the fame of their victories 
through all Greece. Alexander did not spend the winter 
in idleness, he extended his conquests over several minor 
provinces, arranged the government of those already sub- 
dued, and removed his head-quarters to Gor^dium, a central 
city of Lesser Asia, conveniently situated for opening the 
next campaign in any direction that might be deemed most 
advisable. 

14. Gor'dium was celebrated os the residence qf the 
opulent Midas, and the line of Phrygian kings descended 
from him. In the citadel was preserved the chariot of 
Gor'dius, the father of Midas, the yoke of which was fas- 
tened to the pole by a strip of bark, tied in a complicated 
knot. Ancient tradition had declared, that, whoever could 
unravel that knot should be lord of Asia, and Alexander 
hastened to accompHsh the omen. 15. How the king 
effected his purpose is uncertain, some say that he cut the 
knot with his sword, others that he really solved the diffi- 
culty — certain it is that all, from henceforward, believed 
him to have fulfilled the conditions of the oracle, and to be 
consequently the defitmed lord of Asia. 

16. Alexander opened the next campaign by invading 
Paphlago'nia and Cappado'cia, both of which provinoes 
were easily subdued. (B. C. 333.) From thence he pro- 
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ceeded Bouthwarda to Cili'cia, through the difficult passes 
of Mount Taurus. On hia road he learned that the 
satrap of Cili'cia was about to adopt the line of de- 
fence recommended by Memnoni and devastate the coun- 
try, By a rapid march this plan was disconcerted, 
and the Macedo'niBm army reached Tar'sus before there 
was time for its destruction. 17. The fatigue of this 
rapid march and the heat of the weather overpowered 
the young king; hoping to refresh himself, he impru- 
dently plunged into the cold stream of the Cyd'nus, and 
was instantaneously seized with a violent fever ; which 
threatened fatal consequences. 18. While suffering under 
this disease, Alexander exhibited a noble example of 
intrepid courage and generous confidence. He received a 
letter denouncing his physician Philip os a traitor, who 
had been bribed to take him off by poison, at the very 
moment that the physician stood by his bed-side with 
a medicinal draught. The kigg^ presenting the letter 
to Philip, unhesitatingly drank off the potion ; his confi- 
dence was amply repaid, for the medicine brought about a 
favourable change, and in a short time he was restored to 
his anxious army. 

19. Soon after this the Greeks heard the news of 
Memnon's death; he appears to have been far the most 
able of the satraps, and had he lived might probably have 
altered the destiny of Asia. He died at the ery moment 
that he was about to stir up the states in Southern Greece, 
to renew the war against Macedon, and thus recal Alexan- 
der to the defence of his own country ; his plans died with 
him, for the other officers of Darius were equally destitute 
of courage and abjSli^- 

20. From Cili^cia, Alexander was advancing along the 
sea-coast into Syria, when the news reached that his 
great rival Darinas had advanced to meet him, and was 
already at Is^sus, in his rear. The advance of the Persian 
into the rugged and difficult country on the borders of 
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Syria, had been severely condemned by the Athenian 
exile Charide'mnB, and Dari'us, so far from feeling grate- 
ful to his monitor, ordered him to be put to death, 
21. But his avenger was at hand; Alexander no sooner 
heard of the advance of Dari'us, than he retraced his steps, 
and nothing daunted by the overwhelming superiority of 
the Persians, boldly prepared for action. 22. The army 
of Darfus was drawn up at the base of a mountain- 
chain skirted by the little river Pin'ams; the wings 
were con.pused of native Persians, but the centre was 
formed of Greek mercenaries, men not inferior to the 
Macedo'nians in valour or discipline. 23. The battle 
commenced by Alexander leading his right wing across 
the stream and charging the Persians on the opposite 
bank they fell back on the body-guard of the Persian 
culled the Immortals, and the fight was renewed 
'r irtsb vigour; at length these two were broken, and 
trill. op li of the right ^wdng was complete. 24. But the 
. 1 - ai centre were not equally fortunate. The Greek 
broke through the serried lines of the phalanx, 
uxid the Persian cavalry, not waiting to be attacked, had 
crossed the river and fallen on the Thessalian horse. 
Alexander with his victorious band fell on the flank of the 
Greek mercenaries, at the very moment when their success 
^as ail but certain, and soon threw their lines into confu- 
sion ; at the same time, the infantry on the left pressing 
forward, defeated the opposing Persians, and the cowardice 
of Dari^us completed the rout. 25, He fled from the field 
with so much rapidity, that his chariot, bow, and royal 
mantle, fell into the hands of the victors, and his army, as 
is usual with Asiatics, imitated his qexiample. Even the 
cavalry, though partially successfu], turned their horses 
when they heard of their prince's flighty and hurrying 
through the crowded defileSf trampled down their tinfor- 
timate oomrades. 26. Ten thousand Persian horse, and 
one hundred thousand foot, are said to have fallen in 
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this fatal field ; and when we consider die difficulties that 
impeded their flight, the number can scarcely appear an 
exaggeration. The Persian camp, with all its enormous 
wealth, wus the immediate result of this victory. Among 
the captives were the mother, queen, and daughters, of 
Dari us, whom Alexander treated with the greatest * kind- 
ness and generosity. 

27. The greater part of Syria and Phceni'^cia submitted 
to Alexander after his victory at Issus, and immense trea- 
sures were either betrayed by their guide, or captured by 
the Thessalian cavalry. 28. The Tyr'ians sent ambassadors, 
offering submission; but when Alexander demanded that 
they should admit him into the city, under pretence of offer- 
ing sacrifices to Melcartor the Tyi/ian Hercules, (supposed to 
be the Moloch of Scripture,) the citizens, justly suspicious 
of his designs, returned an absolute refusal, and relying on 
the security of their situation, set him at defiance. Prepa- 

‘ The generosity of Alexander to the royal* prisoners is one pf the 
most honourable traits in his character. Ha^ng heard their lamenta- 
tions on ^reeeivinga false account of the death%f Darius, he immediately 
sent Ledtialus, ojne of his principal officers, to undeceive thm ; and 
next day he himself paid them a visit, v^hen he did every thing in his 
power to comfort and solace them. On his entering their apartment with 
Hephaestion, his favourite friend, Sisygambis fell at the feet of the 
latter, mistaking him for the king: some of the attendants, however, 
haying by signs pointed out her error, she, greatly confused, hastened 
to pay her respects to Alexander. Taking her by the hand, and raising 
her up, he kindly endeavoured to soothe her agitation, by saying, “ Do 
not be uneasy, mother ; you were not in the wrong, for he too is an 
Alexander.” He told them, that no part of their former state should 
be withheld from them; but that they should enjoy every convenience 
and accommodation, as in the oourt of Darius. Observing the infant 
son qf Darius standing by his mother, he took him in his arms. The 
c)4||L without discovering the least sigh of terror, stretched out his Eirmi 
toTne conqueror, who being affected with its confidence, said to He- 
phoBs'tion who attended him, ” Oh ! that Darius had some share, some 
portion of this infant's generosity.” Tifart'He might prevent every sus- 
picion of design on frie chastity of Duius’s consort, and at the same 
thiio remove every caauifl<of fear or anxiety from hermiiid, he resolved 
never to visit her tent more, although she was one ofthe most beautiful 
women of her time. This moderation, so becoming in a royal con- 
qeecor, gave oceasioci^o that noted observation of Ptatarchi, That the 
princeuet of Ferela lived in an enemy’s camp, as if they had been In 
lome sacred temple, unseen, unap^roached, and unmolested.^' 
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ratdoiiB were immediately made to besiege the town, and 
Alexander had now tg undertake a task far more difficult 
than any in which he had been hitherto engaged. 


Question, 

1. What favourable opportunity of checking the Macedonian invasion 

did the Persians neglect? 

2. Where did Alexander land ? 

3. Where did the Persians begin to concentrate their forces ? 

4. Did they agree in their councils? 

5. How did Alexander resolve to act when he learned the position of 

the Persian army ? 

6. In what manner did the battle of the Granicus commence ? 

7- For what was this battle remarkable ? 

8. Did Alexander expose himself to any personal danger ? 

9. How was the fate of the day decided ? 

10. How did Alexander honour the soldiers that fell? 

11. What were the consequences of the battle of Granicus ? 

12. To whom did Darius entrust the command of his forces ? 

13. How did Alexander spend his first winter in Asia ? 

14 For what was Gordium remarkable ? 

15. What stories are related of Alexander and the Gordian knot? 

IG. How was the second campaign in Asia opened ? 

17 . What danger did Alexander encounter from imprudent bathing ? 

18. Did he exhibit any r^lnarkable instance of intrepidity during hit 

illness ? * , 

19. Whose death at this time was a great loss to the Perfians ? 

20. What imprudent measures did Darius take ? 

21. How did Alexander behave when he learned his rivsl'a approach T 

22. In what manner was the Persian army drawn out ? 

23. How did the battle begin ? 

24. In what manner did Alexander behave in this fight? 

25. Why was the cowardice of Darius fatal to the Persians f 

26. What were the results of the victory at Issus 1 
27> Did any provinces submit in consequence 7 
28. How did the Tyrians provoke Alexander ? 
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SECTION II. 

Conquest of Tyre, Egypt, and Central Asia. 


The Epear-point pierces and the sabre cleaves, 

And human lives are lavish’d every where. 

As the year closing whirls the loarlet leaves 
When the stripp’d forest bows to the bleak air 
And groans ; and thus the peopled city grieves 
Shorn of its best and loveliest, and left bare ; 

But still it fills with vast and awful splinters, 

As oaks blown down with all their thousand winters. 

Byron. 


1. Empo'jlum, i. a seat of mercban- 19. Mesopota'inla, i, now Diarbek, : 

dlze country in Asia, bstwesn th< 

Sanctuary, i. a place of peculiar rivers Tigris and Euphrates, 

sanctity. 23. Scy^thians, a fierce and wa^llk 

2. Buttresses, s. the supports of a wall. people Jn Europe and Asia, sup 

11. Dow'iy, t. marriage portion. posed to have been the ancetstor 

17. Oa'sii, i. a fertile spot In the deserts. af the Coisocki and Tartars. 



1 . The ^iTioeniciaiiB were the nSr people who cultivate! 
commer^^Jj^ an age when Greece was still popsessw 
only by barbarous tribes of hunters and Bhepherds, th< 
Phcenician mariners had visited all the coasts of the Me- 
diterrnm||ti,V and had even ventua^ into the Atlantk 
Bceail.s: flfton was at first their capital, but it was sooi 
eclipsed ^ the rising greatness of Tyre, which fven before 
the Trojan war, had become the great emporium of all 
commerce between Asia and Europe. In the emphatic Ian* 
gna^ of the prophet Isaiah, she was *‘the crowning city, 
whose merchants were princes, and whose traffickers were 
the honot^W^ls of earth The shores of Africa. 
Siinly, and ^ Spain, were colonized by Tyrian settlerB. 
united to the parent state by a community of religious 
rites ; for the temjde of the Tytdan Hercules was to the 
Fhceniciane what Delphi was to the Gre^, the great 
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sanctuary of the nation, 2. Old Tyre stood on the sea- 
coast, but having bee^ taken by Nebuchadnezzar, it was 
deserted by thfr citizens, and a new town erected on an 
island separated from the shore by a narrow strait, about 
half a mile in breadth. As the island was small it was 
easily fortified, and for the same reason the population 
was greatly crowded — the walls were wide and lofty, their 
foundations secured by buttresses projecting into the sea, 
and on the battlements were numerous soldiers, supplied 
with every munition of war that wealth could purchase, 
3, Such was the city which Alexander undertook to be- 
siege, though he had not at the time a fleet to blockade its 
harbours, or protect his soldiers in their operations. 

4. His first attempt was to run out a causeway from 
□Id Tyre to the walls ; but this was soon found to be a 
work of infinite toil ; and when the mound had advanced 
a little, the Tyrian galleys attacked the workmen in flank, 
and committed fearful havoc. 5. Soon after the garrison 
sent out a fife-ship, and placed it beside the mound, while 
their vessels attacked soldiers and workmen. The 
assault was successfuli^^F Macedo'nians, blinded by the 
smoke, and confused by the attacks on thej^^mks, fell 
back m confusion, and in a few minutes the with aU 
its engines was destroyed. 6. It now became manifest, 
that without the asBii||;^ce of a fleet Tyre cuBi^never be 
taken, and Alexander was fortunate enougK t<^^ joined 
by the navies of PhcBni"cia and Cy'prus at^iSe critical 
momenta The Tyrian gallies were forced to tcike refuge 
in their harbours, a new and wider mole was commenced, 
which the workmen, now protected by their fleet, pushed 
on with great vigour, and detachments sent out in r^ifta 
attacked the city walls in every quarter, ^||^ere there 
seemed any possibility of effecting a breach^ 7. the 
other hand the Tyrians made incredible efforts to protract 
their defence ; they caught some of the besiegers with grap- 
pling irons, and dragged them within the walls; others 
Q 3 
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they ovemkelmed itones emd beaxne darted from 

their engines, bnt their most formidable means of an- 
noyance was showers of heated sand, i^ch penetrating 
Ihroii^h the chinks of the armour, burned to the very 
hone. 

8, At length a breach was made in the southern wall, 
and orders were given to prepare for the assault. (B. C. 
332.) The siege had now lasted about six months ; the 
anhy of Alexander, accustomed to rapid conquest, were 
enraged ^ the wearying delay caused by the obstinacy of 
tiie Tyrians, and were besides eager to avenge the murder 
of nome of their brethren, who, having been accidentally 
taken prisoners, were barbarously put to death on the 
wbUs, in sight of the besiegers. 9. The fleet was divided 
into three squadrons, two attacked the Tyrian harbours, the 
third came to anchor opposite the breach, and, throwing 
out moveable bridges, made a way for the storming-party. 
The T yria ns, in the last moment of their struggle, bravely 
nmlbtained their former fame; .hot with- 

stand the ardour of Alexander ; 'the to^^ next ilie breach 
and a ipart of the wall uecured, while at the same 
time thfe -principal harbour forced by the Thmnician 
fleet. IG. The city was taken bnt not rendered from 
house to house, and from street to street, every inch of 
ground was disputed; mercy was neither asked for nor 
given, nntd the greater part of^e garrison had fallen. 
The wviving citizens with their vrives and children were 
Mild ilrto slavery, except a few that had taken refuge in the 
i^npte of the Tyrian Hercules, and owed their safety to the 
sanctity of the place. 

11. Thiring the uiege, Alexander reoeived an embassy 
'from Dari'oi, oflering him his daughter marri^, end 
Ihfi western provinces of Asia as her dNiry. Fanne'nio, 
seduced by the magnitude of the offer, ;^^erly pressed its 
acceptance. "^Were I Alexander,** ^swd he, **1 would 
accept such terms." So would I,” replied Alexander, 



C01^(^UEST OF TYRE. 


34a 


" were 1 Fanae^nio.” In conclusion he dismissed the 
ambassadorsi declaring that he would not accept half of 
the empire of Asia^ when fate had destined him to poaseas 
the entire. 

12. From Phoenicia, Alexander marched to Paleatine, 
and found no town resist his progress but Ga'za, which 
was bravely defended by Ba'tis the governor. The town 
was finally taken by storm, and the garrison, refusing 
quarter, put to the sword. 13. The Jews having adhered 
faithfully to the Persian vcause, dreaded the resentment of 
the conqueror, and sent a deputation to solicit pardon, 
which was readily granted. According to Jose'phus, the 
Jewish hifitorian, Jaddua, the high priest, went to meet 
Alexander in his sacred robes, and the Maoedo^nian mo- 
narch no sooner beheld him approach, than he prostrffeed 
himself in adoration of the holy name inscribed on the 
priest’s diadem. When the astonished nohles asked the 
cause of this reverence, Alexander replied, that sudi a 
person had appeared to him in a ’nsion before he left Ma* 
cedo^nia, and invited him to undertake the congest of Aum. 
Jaddu'a still further won favour of Alexand^, by 
pointing out to him those passages in the Book of Daniel \ 
where his conquest of Persia is distinctly foretold. Such 
is the narrative of Jose'phus, but doubts of its truth have 
been entertained by many historians. 

14. Egypt nest at^:aoted the attention of Alexander, 
and thither he led hw rictorious army ; but the Egyptians 
had never been very faithful subjects of the Persians, by 
whom their country had been oppressed, and their religicm 
insulted; They, therefore, readily submitted to Alexander^ 
and this important country was acquired without the loas 
of a single man, or the shedding of one drop of 4)lood« 
15. Ever anooos to forward the interests of coimnmocie. 


1 Daniel, Chap. viii. 

Q 4 
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Alexander selected the site of Alexandrera oa the beat 
place for a commercial city — ^the wisdom of hia choice soon 
appeared^ for the new city in a very few years became one 
of the most prosperous commercial marts in the world. 

16. The fame of the temple of Jupiter Ammon, si- 
tuated in an oasis of the great desert, induced Aiexander 
to pay this celebrated oracle a visit. He passed without 
loss through that celebrated desert, where ^ the army of 
Cambyses had miserably perished, and arrived safe at this 
wonderful spot. 17. The Macedb^'nians were astonished at 
beholding the fertility of the Ammo'nian oasis, which seemed 
like a green island in the sandy ocean, and this admiration 
led them more readily to believe the strange stories related 
of its wonders by the Egyptian priests. Having visited 
the shrine and oracle, Alexander returned across the desert 
to Memphis, and having provided for the future government 
of Egypt, brought his army back to Syria. 

18. Early in the ensuing spring (B. C. 331.) Alexan- 
der prepared to lead his army against Dari'us, but was 
delayed some time by the necessity of quelling Bo^ae dis- 
turbances in Greece, and providing for the security of the 
conquered provinces. 19. It was the beginning of July 
when he crossed the Euphra'tes into Mesopotamia, and he 
remained in that province until the latter end of Septem- 
ber, when he petBsed over the Tigris into Assyria. Here 
he received news of the vicinity of Dari'us, with an army 
composed of all the nations of the East. §6. Dari'us 
having left all his baggage at Arbe'la, led his army ovei 
the river Ly'cus, in order that they might fight the more 
desperately, when they knew that their retreat was cut ofif. 
His forces are said to have exceeded a millicm, and he had 
besides elephants and chariots armed with scythes, which 
being strange to the Greeks, were likely to fill them with 
A' ^ 

^ * tiee HiiL MUceL Fart I. Ch«p. IV. 
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terror. But this army was after all an inert mass, without 
spirit or energy ; ready to fight indeed for their sovereign, 
but as ready to fly when he fell or retreated, 

21. Alexander halted four days to refresh hia army, and 
Ofu the fifth advanced against the enemy — hut having mis- 
calculated the distance, he came in sight of the enemy at 
too late an hour, and both armies spent the night on the 
field of battle. 22. The Macedo^nians not being formed 
in line were permitted to sleep, but Dari^us fearing that if 
his ranks were disturbed, it would be impossible to re- 
organize such a mighty host, compelled his men to stand 
to their arms all night. 

23. Alexander having with a few friends taken a survey 
of the Persian position, returned tranquilly to his tent. 
During the night Parme'nio wished him to take advantage 
of the darkness, and attack the Persians immediately ; 
but Alexander declared that it was inconsistent with hts 
honour to steal a victory. So sure indeed was he of suc- 
cess, that he slept to a later hour in the morning than he 
had been accustomed, and the army was already drawn 
out, when he was roused by his attendants, 

24. The battle of Arbela was won by the knowledge of 
that secret which Cyrus the younger had betrayed to the 
Greeks. To destroy the king and lower the royal standard 
was certain victory, for the Asiatics, both in ancient and 
modem times, immediately disperse when these events 
happen. Alexander consequently resolved to direct all his 
efforts against the left centre, where Dari'us himself was 
posted ; but in making such an attack he manifestly ex- 
posed himself to be outflanked and taken in the rear by 
the extended wings of the enemy, and he, therefore, posted 
some light troops, both horse and foot, on his flanks, 

25. The battle commenced by the charge of the Scythian 
cavalry and the war-chariots on the Macedo'nian right 
wing ; after a brief but fierce struggle they WW driven 
hack, and DarTes immediately ordered hia Bnea to ad- 
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ranoe. The eagle-eye of Alexander saw that an op- 
portunity of executing his design was Ihus afforded. He 
rapidly wheeled hie line into dose column, and breaMng 
in between the left wing of the enemy and their centre 
attacked the latter in flank. 27. Thb unexpected move- 
ment threw the Persians into complete disarray, the ca- 
valry endeavouring to wheel about got entangled in the 
infantry, and the whole centre was soon a shapeless mass 
of confusion, Dari'us, after a weak eflbrt to rally his 
men, fled with precipitation, but he would scarcely have 
escaped had not the danger to which the rest of his forces 
were exposed, called Alexander to a different part of the 
field. 28. The left wing under Parme'nio was severely 
handled by the Persian right, and was in danger of de- 
struction, when Alexander galloped to its assistance with 
the Companion cavalry. But the news of the king’s flight 
had by^his time spread through the field, and Alexander 
found the Persians on hie airival in full retreat. The 
pursuit was therefore renewed, and Alexander persevered 
in it with so much ardour, that he arrived the next day at 
Arbela, forty miles from the field of battle. 

• 29. The loss of both armies in the battle has been va- 
riously estimated ; the account of Diodorus appears how- 
ever td be the most probable ; he says that the PersiEms 
lost ninety- thousand, and the Macedonians about five 
hundred men. 


QtieatioM. 

1, Wbat were the cauiea of the ^reatheBs of Tyre ? ^ 

2. How WHS the city situated ? 

3. Was Alexander well prepared fdr this siege t 

4, What was the Arat labonr af the Macedonians ? 

6. How was their labour frustrated 7 

A. What necessary reinforcement did 'Alexander soon after receive f 

7 . Were the Tyriaoi daimipd hy the Macedonian exertioni f 

8. Why were the Macedoniant peculiarly eager to destroy the Tyriani7 
A. Hoff WMM tfie city taken 1 

Wna'^^rtSwme descale 7 

11. ef peaor did Dahiu make, and how were they reodved 7 

11 , Wm Stty filler city spon aft^r taken by storm ! 
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13. What account ii fivan of the interview between Alaiander and the 

Jewish high priest ? 

14. Why was Egypt easily subdued? 

16. What city did Alexander found in that oeuntry 7 
16. To what celebrated temple did Alexander proceed 7 
]7> For what was the Ammonian Oasis rcmarkalde 7 

18. What delayed tiie opening of the next campaign 7 

19. How long did Alexander remain in Mesopotamia ? 

20. Where and how was the army of Darius posted 7 

21. Did the two armies immediately engage 7 

22. How did the two armies spend the night before the battle 7 

23. How did Alexander show that he was sure of victory 7 

24. On what arrangements did Alexander rely for success ? 

26, How did the battle begin 7 

26. Of what opportunity did Alexander avail himself 7 

27 . What was the result of this movement 7 

28. How was the battle finally won 7 

29. What were the losses of both armies ? 


SECTION III. 


Death of Darius — Overtjirow of the Persian 
Empire, 


Deserted at his utmost need 
By those his foimer bounty fed, 

On the bare earth expos’d he lies 

Without a friend to close his eyes. 0Rrimir. 


B. Dy'naity, i. race of rulers, a form 
of govemmant 

12 , Retar'ded, pari, delayed, mods 

■low. 

13. VlclB'sltudei, f. changes of foi^uiie, 


16. Mortifi'cation, 1 . vexation, umoy- 
ance. 

18. Nolnede, aS}, winderlng vrltbont 
hihltationi fiom one pas- 
ture to another. 

21. Ferpet'ual, adj. enduring Ibi ever. 


1 . The unfortunate Dari^us fled with a SQiall escort from 
the fleld of battle over the mountains ; he had no reaeon 
to dread a very vi^rous pumil^ in that direotkm, we noi- 
ther he nor Alexander could have expected that the im- 
portant cities of Su^sa and Babylon would have 
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reBig:iicd without a struggle, and their riches and import* 
anoe would naturally claim the first attention of the victor. 
2. The Sab^ps both bf Babylo'nia and Susia^na, however, 
met Alexander on his march, and tendered their submis- 
sion ; the enormous treasures which the monarchs of 
Persia had been for centuries accumulating at Su'sa were 
seized by the conqueror, and among other curiositiefl 
found there the statues of Harmo'dius and Aristogei'ton, 
which Xerxes had brought from Athens. These Alexan- 
der sent back to the Athenians, and transmitted at the 
same tune large sums of money, to purchase the tran- 
quillity of the Grecian states. 3. The Babylo'nians gladly 
submitted to a change of masters ; their city, once the 
greatest in the world, had fallen into gradual decay under 
the dominion of Persia, and they hoped that it would 
once again become the seat of empire under a new dy- 
nasty » 4. Having provided for the security of these 
provinces, Alexander next advanced into Persia Proper, 
through those mountains which have been in all ages the 
favourite haunt of robber-hordes. Even the kings of 
Persia were forced to pay tribute to these fierce moun- 
taineers, when passing from Susa to Persepolis. But 
Alexander was too confident in his own resources to 
purchaee the forbearance of these plunderers ; he refused 
to pay the customary tribute ; and when the mountaineers 
attempted to impede his march, he attacked them un- 
awares, and routed them with great slaughter. 5. The 
Persians, under the command of Ariobarza^nes, made one 
vigorous effort to defend their native land. They posted 
tfa^nselves in a mountainous defile, through which the 
antranoe to Persit lay, and repulsed the army of Alex- 
ander when an attempt was made to force a passage. 
6. But a circumstance similar to that which enabled the 
Perrians ia force Thermop^ylse now ^ve the vi^^ory to the 
Greda { some deserters showed Alexander a%met path 
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over the mountains, and he was thus enabled to attack 
the enemy in the rear. Assailed at once on both sides, 
surprised and confounded, the army of Ariobarza'nes 
made a very weak resistance, and the Macedonian army 
having once passed the defiles, found no other enemies to 
impede their course. 7. Persep'olis was taken without a 
blow, and given up to be plundered; it was afterwards 
burned to the ground, in revenge for the cruelties practised 
by the Persians in Greece ; or, as moat authors say, at the 
instigation of Tha'is, an Athenian courtesan who accom- 
panied Alexander. Alexander is said to have bitterly la- 
mented during the remainder of his life the violent passion 
which led him to destroy this celebrated city. Its loss was 
irreparable; Persepolis was both the religious and politi- 
cal metropolis of the empire, and in its palaces were stored 
the sacred books of Zoroaster, and the authorized histories 
of the realm. All these seem to have perished in the con- 
flagration ; and to this cause is primarily owing the great 
obscurity that involves the history, the policy, and the 
religion of the Persians. The sculptured remains found 
among the ruins of Persepolis faintly supply the loss of 
written documents, but they serve to show the accuracy 
with which Persian maimers are described in the Bible, 
and sometimes illustrate the accounts given by the Qreek 
historians. Unfortunately these relics are neither nume- 
rous nor well preserved ; the vengeance of the Greeks had 
been long treasured, and when the signal of destruction 
was given by their monarch, they performed their work 
with no sparing hand. Since ^at time Persia has been 
the scene of so many changes, that the ruined capital wita 
Bhnoat forgotten, and it now stands in the midst of de»o^ 
lation, a melancholy monumedt of the frailty of hunuai 
grandenr. The accompanying view of a fragment of it* 
ruins flhowi^, that mosf of the public buildings the Per- 
sians had likistoric, or religious character, beinr cove^ 
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with Hculptnrefi either commemorating some great eventj or 
p>Ttraying a religious ceremony. 



quest of Peraia, and r|^ucing to obedience the Tartar 
tribes that border on that country. (B. C. 3S0.) 9. Hie 

Maoedo^niana were again called into aetnre Bdrriee, 
hf the news of m large army of Bcy'thianfl and odier 
faBlbonma tribes haying joined Dari'us. This, how- 
erer, was Mpi; that monanih n9ir oompletdy despaired 
^ euoceas, and only Bought for a retreat in aome distant 


DEATH OF DARIUS. 


S51 


province with the relice of his treaeure. 10. Alez>« 
ander immediately commenced a vigorous pursuit, but 
Dari'us had escaped through the passes of the mountains 
that skirt the Caspian Sea, before he could be overtaken. 
After a short delay to Refresh his forces, the Macedo'nian 
monarch renewed the^ with redoubled vigour, having 
received intelligence that changed hia hostility into pity oi 
his former rival, 11. The Satraps, under the guidance ol 
Bes'sus, the governor of Bactria, had deposed their unfor- 
tunate sovereign, and were hurrying him off a close pri- 
soner to some distant retreat. Alexander, eager to i^scue 
the unhappy prince from these traitors, redoubled his dili- 
gence, and after a fatiguing chase, overtook the army or 
Bes^sus. 12. The Satraps, liiough their afmy was far 
superior in number, did not make any attempt to resist 
the Macedo'nians ; their only aim was to secure their 
safety by flight, and flnding that their speed was retardea 
by their royal prisoner, they wounded him mortally, and 
left him to expire by the road-side, Dari'us was in the 
last, agony of death when a Macedo^nian soldier came up, 
and brought him a little water to cool his raging thirst ; 
he expressed great anxiety to his generous conqueror, 
and thank him in person for the kindnesa that been 
shown to his mother iBonily, but before Alexander 
came up, he expired. 13^il|iisl^ the soverergir.bf Asia, 
after having in the spa^ <^j3uree years.^aUen from the 
summit of greatness to the oondition of a ^ri^Ubied fugi- 
tive, a^d Anally to that of a miserable among 

cruel traitors. To the chanty ^f a private soldier he 
indebted for a cup of water in his last moments, a meha- 
choly example of human vicmitudes. His generous rival 
honoured his remains with a magnificent funeral, treated 
his family with all the respect due to their illuBtrious Mrtih 
and finally married oae of his daughters* 4 14. 
the traitors were afterwards taken and given up Adn- 
auder to the surviving relatives of DariuB, who, after the 
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cofitom of the East, put them to death by the most cruel 
tortures. 

15. Hie remainder of this campai^ was spent in sub- 
duing the northern provinces of Persia, and receiving the 
submission of the Greek mercenaries who had been in the 
pay of Dari'us, and appear to have been the only part of hie 
forces on which any reliance could be placed. Those who 
had joined the Persians before the appointment of Alexander 
to the command of the confederate Greeks were allowed to 
return home ; the others were permitted to purchase their 
pardon by joining tb^ Macedo'nian forces, an offer which 
they readily embraced. 

16. In the qaidst of this success Alexander had the 
mortification to discover a ^nspiracy, in which the son of 
Parme'nio, hitherto the most able and faithful of his gene- 
rals, was engaged ; and Parme mo himself was more than 
suspected, if not of active participation, at least of guilty 
concealment. The particulars of tlie plot have not been 
explained by the ancient historians, but the conspirators 
were openly tried by the |^neral council of the army, and 
sentenced to death by an^jlKianlmous vob^ 

17. Having escaped danger, the ^^tention of Alex- 
ander was next called toihe situation iff the provinces 
bordering on Scyth'ia, the modern Tartary, (B. C. 329.) 
16, The nomade races of people in the&e countries have 
been in all ages the principal agents in all the great revo- 
lutions that have taken place in Asia ; from them are de- 
scended the Turks, the Tartar rulers of Persia, the Mogul 
conquerors of India, and^the powerful tribes which sub- 
dued the ancient empire of China. The Greeks had long 
learned to dread these fierce • barbarians, by whom C/rua 
the great had been destroyed, and Dari^us Hystas^pea 
forced to an inglorious retreat, 19. The Macedonians 
did not, therefore, evince much alacrity when summoned 
to invade Scyth'^ia, and the diviners detained the army 
nercral days on the banks of the Jaxar'tes, under the pre« 
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tence of unfavourable omens. Alexander at length croBAed 
the river, and inflicted on the Scythian army a defeat *o 
severe and unexpected, that all the tribes sent deputies to 
proiFer their submission. 

20. In the mean time Spitam'eues, the Satrap of Sog- 
dia'na, had broken out into open rebellion, and defeated 
with great slaughter the detachment of Macedo'nians sent 
to reduce him to obedience. On the approach of Alexan- 
der the gallant Satrap, having vainly endeavoured to inthae 
his own courage into the breasts of his followers, retreated 
towards the deserts. He was slain the road by some of 
his own soldiers, who sent his head to Alexander, in order 
to purchase their own pardon, 

21. Oxyar'tes the Bactrian,)^ still defied the Macedo'- 
nian monarch, and shutting himself up in one of the mouu* 
tain-fortresses of Sogdia'na, obstinately refused submission. 
The strength of the place might indeed well have justified 
his confidence j the castle was situated on a rock so lofty, 
that it was surrounded by perpetual snows, and the gar- 
rison, proud of their position, wh^ summoned to surrender^ 
oontemptuously itAhed, If Alei^der had supplied him- 
self with wingef'aoldiers ?** L^j^d by this taunt, the 
king offered large sums to mo^e who would scale the 
diff. 22. Stimulated both by the hope of reward and 
the desire of glory, a detachment succeeded in ascending 
some rocks that overlooked the fortress, by driving iron 
pins into the congealed snow, from which they susp^ded 
scaling-ladders. After the detachment had surmounted 
the dangers and difficulties of hazardous enterprizt, 
Alexander sent to the Sogdians a fresh summons, at thd^l 
same time bidding them " to view his winged soldiers.” 
23. Tha astonished barbarians surrendered at discretioii, 
and among the captives was found Roxa'na, the daughter 
of Ozyar'teSf whose charms captivated the victor so much, 
that he made her the partner of his throne. 24. In this 
(Acmpaign Alexmider subdued all the north-eastern pm« 
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rinces of tke ancient Feraian empire, extending from the 
Caspian 6^ to the chain of lofty mmmtaina that bound 
indk on the north. 25. It would be very unjust to 
aacribe these conquests to mere warlike ambition, or a desire 
c£ ex tend ed empire \ the inhabitants of these countries 
tiad bten long n great impediment to the progress of civili- 
sation in Asia ; they issued from their mountain fastnesses 
to plunder the cultivators of the plain, and were in their 
turn the prey of the Scythian tribes. Alexander, by 
placing ganiaons along the banks of the Ox'us and Jax - 
urates, restrained the inoarsions of the barbarians, and by 
sending colonies into these remote provinces, laid the foun- 
dations of a system of social order, which would have pro- 
duced the most bcnehcial efiects, but for the premature 
4leath of the illustrious founder. 


1. Why had Darius no reason innn^iate purtuit? 

2. What treasures did Alexander acquire at Sna 1 

3. Why did the Babyloniant Etibrnit patiently to a change of masters f 

4. By ^hat enemies wai tho^arch of Alexander mtq Persia Impeded f 
6. Did the Periians theraselKe t 
6 . 

7 
a 

9. 

10 . 


) make any resistance^ 

How was the position of Ariobarzanea forced? 

How was Persepolis treated ? 

Did Alexander spend the winter in uU 
How was Darius employed ? 

Was Darius closely pursued by Alexandert 
dL What evils did the royal fugitive suffer from his followers ? 
la Did Alexander succeed in rescuing Darius ? 

IS. How did Alexander honour bis deceased rival 7 
iS4. What beoame of the traitors J 
IS. How was the rest of the campaign spent ? 

10. What dangerous conspiracy wa^ formed against Alexander? 
17f ' To what quarter was Alexander's attention next directed 7 
18. Why was the invasion of Scythia a dangerous enterprize 7 
19L ^‘Wfaat success had the Macedonians against the ’Spythiads f 
go. aHo)W wu the revolt of Spstamenei saypruind 7 
SI. What gave Oxyartes courage to defy Alexander 7 
*50- Dow was the Sogdian fortress taken 7 
58. Who was Eeanai 

24. Were any other acquisidens made in this campaign f 
What was the effect of Alexander's conquests t 
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SECTION rv. 

Invasion of India. 


But quiet to quick bosoins is a hell, 

And this hath been thy bane ; there is a fire 
And motion in the ’soul which will not dwell 
In its own narrow being, but aspire 
Beyond the fitting medium of desire ; 

And but once kindled, quenchless evermore 
Preyaupon high adventure, nor can tire 
Of aught but rest ; a fever at the core, 

Fatal to him who bears, to all who ever bore. Btiion, 


I. FroBtra'tlona, s, degrading postUTt^v. 
8. Depre ciated, v. diminished In value, 
4 . Tyrannicl'dal, #. destroying tyrants. 
6. Intnx'ication, i. drunkenness. 


10. Lau'dable, adj. deserving of praise. 
20. Unwiel'dy, adj. not easy to be moved 
In consequence of great size and 
weight. 


1, Tbo numerous viotd||||^obtBined by Alexander, and 
the extensi'v^ emu^e be r)i|d^vacquired with such rapidity, 
naturally inspired him with a high sense of his personal 
dignity, and led him to claim honours such as the Greeks 
had been accustom^ to bestg^ on the gods alone ; ever 
since the oonqu^^ ^^^gypt) the flatterers of the king had 
pretended to IwpilS that he was the son of Jupiter Am- 
mon ; and this^^OBs flattery, which sounds so strange to 
modem ears, was not unacceptable to Alexander, whose 
greatest weakness was the desire of being considered *the 
rival of those fabulous heroes, Hcr^cules and Bac'chus. 2. 
The Greeks were very unwilling to imitate the degrading 
frostrations of the Asiatics in the presence of their me- 
reign, and saw with regret their bdoved* momtfch 
daily exhibiting a greater taste for the despotic ca^itoms of 
die andant Beraian court, then ior the aim^der inaq|ieiy of 
his native country. The adoption of the Fenian , dress, 
which appears to have been dictated by sound policy, was 
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equally offoi^ve to tibc haughty Greeks, who looked upon 
«very nation hut their own as barbarous; they thought 
that their leader had degraded himself to the condition of 
tfife vanquished, by assuming their costume ; for the ex- 
pediency of conciliating those who had been but lately 
subdued, seems never to have entered into their contem- 
plation. 3. These circumstances caused frequent mur- 
ihurings in tfy^^camp, which were not a little aggravated 
by the jealoul^of several captains, who saw Alexander 
bestowing marks of favour on the Persian nobles, and who 
deemed that all honours and all rewards should be entirely 
confined to themselves. They began to draw comparisons 
between Philip and his son, to the disadvantage of the 
latter ; they even depreciated their own victories, and as- 
serted that their triumphs were due rather to the cowardice 
and weakness of their enemies, than to the courage or 
conduct of their commander. 4. There were also in the 
camp several philosophers whom Alexander patronized 
from bis love of science; meu^ho piqued themselves on 
their unbounded liberty of speech, anM^ought that their 
literary attainments placed them far the kings of the 

earth. Among these was CaUis^thenes, a disciple df Aris- 
totle, but dififering from liis master in being a fierce demo- 
crat and a violent asserter of fyranmatiW doctrines. 5. 
Amidst these elements of strife, Alexander ^rsued his 
coarse, either not suspecting, or defying danger, doily imi- 
tating more and more the luxury and ostentition of the 
Persian kings, but becoming daily more sensible^ the deep 
feelings of anger which he thus excited. 6. The Persians 
were remarkable for their attachment to the pleasures' of 
the talde ; they loved to drink deep, and one of their ^ sove- 
reigns hod his prowess in drinking-lxnitB inieribed wkh his 
other triumphs on his tomb. Uafo^anatsly Akinider was 
eedabed into the adoption of this pemicious habit, and under 


1 Daifus ffrtbupM* 
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the influence of. into^cation was led to the commiasion of 
an act which may jnstly be conaidered the great misfortune 
of his life. 

7, Clei'tus, the brother of Lar'nace, by whom Alexander 
was nursed, had been long the favourite companion of the 
king; we have already seen' him saving the monarch's life 
at the battle of the Grani'cus, nor were his services less 
conspicuous at lasua and Arbe'la. 8. Presuming on his 
services, he one night taunted the king, wheSi heated with 
wine, on his inferiority to his father, and ascribed the vic- 
tories over the Persians to the valour of himself and his 
brother soldiers. The evident displeasure of the king, and 
the remonstrances of the company, failed to check the 
licentious tongue of the rude soldier, until Alexander, 
stung to madness, seized a javelin, and laid the injudicious 
censurer dead at his feet. 9. Scarcely, however, had he 
perpetrated the crime, when he was seized with remorse ; 
his attendants with difficulty prevented him from laying 
violent hands on himself; he was hurried to his chamber, 
where he remainfldifor three days perfectly inconsolable ; 
and it was not wfBfcut difficulty that his mind was again 
restored to its wonted composure. 

10. Soon after this a conspiracy of the royal pages to 
murder their master was discovered. Callis'thenes was said 
to have been a principal in the plot ; indeed his doctrines 
plainly taught that such an action would have been lauda- 
ble ; he was, therefore, seized and put to death in prison ; 
the pages were publicly executed. 

11. The invasion of western India was the last and 
greatest martial exploit of Alexander. (D. C. 327.) He 
E^pears to have entered the country by what is now called 
the route of Candahar ; the common track of the caravans 
from northern ^ndia to A'gra and Is'pahan. The difficul- 
ties which he had to encounter in passing the moua- 
tatnous chains which fence in northern India, have, per- 
naps been exaggerated by ancient writers, but from the 
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description ^ven of the conntry by modem travellers, it b 
evident drat the dangers to which the army was ex- 
posed, exceeded any that they had hitherto encountered. 
12, Most of the Satraps to the west of the Indus sub- 
mitted to the invader at the first summons ; the rock 
Alamos, said to have baffled the prowess of Bacchus and 
Hercules, however, defied his assaults. This place, which 
has not been yet identified by modem travellers, is de- 
scribed by thd^ ancients as a rocky hiU on the banks of the 
Indus, accessible only by one path cut out of the solid 
rock, possessing near its summit a perpetual spring of pure 
water, and as much arable ground as would employ the 
labour of a thousand men. Notwithstanding all these 
advantages, Alexander subdued it in the very same way 
that he had before conquered the Sogdian fortress, namely, 
by sending a detachment to scale the rock in the rear, 
while he engaged the attention of the enemy in 
1 3, From thence Alexander advanced to the Indus, which 
he passed over by a bridge of boats, and having received 
the submission of the neighbouring Satrap, he advanced 
towards the Hydaspes, one of the largo#trftutary branches 
of the Indus. It was now the season of the summer- 
solstice, when the rivers of India are always swollen by 
the melting of the mountain snows, and by the tropical 
rains. 14. This encouraged Po'rus, an Indian prince be- 
yond the Hydaspes, to set Alexander at defiance. He 
assembled a numerous army, and posted himself on the 
bonks of the river, determined to prevent the Macedo- 
nians from forcing a passage. Alexander clearly saw that 
he oonld not hope to cross the river in the face of such a 
powerfial force ; he, therefore, osteiUatiouily collected pro- 
viiionfl, and declared that it wae his intention to defer his 
advance until the season became more favourable. 15. 
Finding tk st TnHiflum still their poet, ^Im 

invaden were obliged to ad<^t a new plan ; detachments 
of cavalry andli^t troq» were sent every n^t to 
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ent places on the banks of the river, with orders to Bound 
their trumpetB end raise their war cry, as if they were at 
that moment about to force their way over the river. Po'rus 
at first led out his amy at every fresh alarm, but finding 
that they all terminated in nothing, and that his soldiers 
were harassed by want of repose, soon neglected the 
watching of the fords altogether. This was what Alex- 
ander expected, and finding that the enemy had become 
negligent, he prepared in silence to pass ovet at the mo- 
ment when he was least expected. About ten miles above 
the position of the two armies there was a bend in the 
river, and midway between the banks was a large island 
aensely covered with wood. Hither Alexander moved 
with about half his forces, leaving the remainder under 
the command of Crate'us, with orders to display them- 
selves to the Indian army, so as to engage their attention. 

16. The passage of the river was finally effected on a dark 
night during a dreadful thunder-storm, which completely 
drowned the noise of the embarkation, and before th^ 
morning dawned^ the Macedo'nians had not only secured 
their position in'^he island, but were far advanced in their 
preparations for passing the other branch of the stream. 

17. The Indian outposts instantly sent off the news to 
Po^rus, Ihit he being deceived by the evolutions of Crate'us* 
believed that this was only a feint to divert his atten- 
tion; however, he sent his son with a strong body of 
horse, to drive back the invaders, but the landing was made 
good ere they could reach the scene of action. Alexander* 
at the head of a troop of the Companions, charged the In- 
dian cavalry ; they were easily routed, and the son of Po^nm 
skin. 

IB. The Indian king, driven ta fight for hia crown and 
life in a fair field, prepared for the deoirive battle witb 
equal BkiU and intrepidity. He. distributed his cavalry 
and war-ehariott in both wings, drew up hia 
on whkb perhaps be pkced too mueh iriianoe,, in tbi 
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front of his line, and formed his infantry behind in a solid 
mass that appeared impenetrable. 19. Alexander, collect- 
ing the greater part of his cavalry into the left wing, prepared 
to turn the right flank of the Indian line, and directed 
Cce'nus, with the rest of the horse, to make a similar attack 
on the other extremity. The latter was the first that suc- 
ceeded ; for Po'ruB had withdravm the better division of his 
cavalry from that wing, in order to overwhelm Alexander. 
Cce'nus not only broke through the squadrifiiB opposed to 
him, but chased them in their retreat round to the other 
wing, which he attacked in the rear at the moment that 
Alexander charged in front. 20. The Indian cavalrv 
made but a faint resistance, and fled for protection behind 
the elephants. The Macedo'nian infantry now advanced, 
and the Indian king ordered his elephants to charge. 
These unwieldy ASmals at first threw the Macedo'nian 
lines into confusion, but being attacked by the light troops, 
who aimed at their guides, they were driven back. Tlie 
army of Po'rus was now a confused mass ; the cavalry were 
mixed up with infantry, and the elephants, crowded on 
each other, and irritated either by wounds or the loss of 
their guides, increased the disarray. 21. Crate'us had 
now crossed the river with fresh forces, and joined Alex- 
ander at the moment that the Indi^JM were begiftiing to 
fly ; the rout soon became general, and the squadrons of 
Mac^Ho^nian cavalry falling on the broken bands, com- 
mitted fearful havoc. 22. Po'rus still maintained the battle 
personally with the utmost intrepidity. Conspicubus by 
his great size, which exceeded the ordii^ly eterture of 
men, and by his glittering armour, he his ele- 

phant against the hostile battalions. Akonmder, anxious 
to save the life of a brave enemy, sent one of his former 
captives to sdoimon him to surrender, and Po'rus having 
been wounded, and finding himself now exhausted, by 
fatigue and loM of Uood, consented. 33. When brought 
into the pr e e e n oe of Alexander, the bu&n king st$ main- 
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tained the dignity and coinage for which he had been 
always distinguished ; when asked by the conqueror, “ how 
he wished to be treated ?” he replied, Like a king.” 
Being asked had he any other request to make, he an- 
swered, "No ; every thing is contained in that t^ord.” 
Alexander, delighted at finding in an enemy sentiments so 
congenial to hia own, distinguished Fo'rus with unusual 
favours, not only restoring to him hia kingdom, but greatly 
adding to its extent ; the Indian in return attached him- 
self for the future to Alexander, more as a friend than as a 


subject. 

24. Alexander next subdued the tribes of the Cathai'ana, 
and advanced to the banka of the Hy'phasis, the only 
great stream now between him and the plains of India. 
But at this moment, when the monarch already grasped in 
imagination this new empire, his soldieill broke out into 
open insurrection, and refused to follow him further. 
After many vain efforts to overcome their reluctance, Alex- 
ander was obliged to return back to the H/daspes, where 
part of his army was already employed in building a fleet 
to s^ down the river into the unknown ocean. 25. Hie 
warlike nations of the Mal^li and Oxyd'racce inhabited the 
banks of the river down which the fleet was sailing ; they 
possessed strong fortified towns and numerous garrisons, 
but nothing could resist the reckless daring of Alexander ; 
indeed his exploits in the course of the closing part p^this 
campaign, almost pass the bounds of credibility, and seem 
to have been dictated by rashness rather than courage. 
26. One of these deserves to be narrated. At the storm- 
ing of the of an Indian town, Alexander was 

first to asceoa xhe scaling ladder, but he had sceredj 
reached the suiuinit of the wall, when the weight of, hie 
followers broke the ladder, and he was Idft alone in 


midst of hia enemies. Under these circomitencei^ 
ander conceiviiig that the boldest oondnet waa ^ 
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back against the wall, defiefl the entire host. The fore- 
most of his oBBoilants were cut down, and the barbarians 
gave back from the reach of his arm, but showered their 
missiles on him from a distance. An arrow at length pe^ 
netncted his cuirass and sunk deep in the bone, but at 
this moment he was joined by three faithful followers, who 
threw themselves between the king and the weapons of 
his enemies. One of them soon fell, the other two were 
severely wounded, and Alexander himself was fainting 
from loss of blood, when his soldiers, having repaired their 
ladders, succeeded in scaling the wall, The sight of their 
beloved sovereign bleeding, as they supposed, to death, 
roused them to vengeance. They refused all quarter to 
the garrison, and spared not even the women and children. 
27. Alexander did not eeisily recover from this wound, but 
he was consolecf in his sufferings by the sympathy of his 
army ; every soldier evinced the' most lively interest in his 
recovery, and his restoration to health was voluntarily ce- 
lebrated as a festival. (B. C. 325.) The progress of the 
army down the Indus was marked by several victories over 
the adjacent Indian nations ; but at length their toiiB were 
rewarded by the sight of the ocean, which they had so long 
ardently desired. 


Questions. 

1. Wbat of reverence did Alexander claim with which his sol- 

diers wtre displeased 7 

2. Why^were'the Greeks indignant at the conduct of their monarch ? 

8. What was the consequence of these feelings of disunion 7 

^ Were there any persons in the camp who increased these feelings ? 
8. How did Alexander conduct himself under these circumstances f 
i. What bad Persian custom did Alexander imitate 7 
7. Had Claitus any peculiar clakns on Alexander 7 
Q. How did he provoke the king to slay him 7 
9- DM Alexander deeply regret his violent passion Y 
1^’Was there any conspiracy detected and punished about this time ? p 
II. By what route did Alexander invade India 7 
tl.: Why is the capture of Aornos remarkable T 

Hdw wn thepMsage of the Hydatpcs maAe difficult to Alexander ; 
14. By whoto was the river defended 7 
li. Ho«r did Alexander throw the Indians off (heir guard 7 
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16. By what natural event waa the passage of the river fadlitated f 

17 . How did PoniB act when he heard of this passage ? 

10. In what manner did Porua form his line of battle ? 

19. With what movements did Alexander commence the fight T 

20. How were the Indian lines thrown into confusion f 

21. In what manner was the victory completed ? 

22. How did Porus behave ? 

23. In what manner was Porus treated by Alexander f 

24. What prevented Alexander from penetrating into India ? 

25. Did Alexander meet any enemies in his passEige down the Indus f 

26. Was not Alexander exposed to great danger in the storming of an 

Indian town ? 

27 . Did any other remarkable circumstances occur in the voyage dowa 

the Indus ? 


SECTION V. 

Return fropi India, Death of Alexander, 


* 

He left a name at which the world grew pale. 

To point a morale or adorn a tale. 

Johnson. 


1. Route, f. line of road. 1 ages, king of Me^dla ; he founded 

8. Carma^nla, t. the western part of | the Fenian ebplre. 

Persia. 8. Mu'tlny, 1 . the rebelUon of loldlBia 

Gedri^sla, t. now Beloochistan, a against their offlcen. 

country of Asia, on the northern 9. Involuntarily, adr. without design 
coasts of the Indian Ocean. or intention. 

9. Cy'ruB, i. the sou of Camby'ses and 17. Piotrac'ted, par^ prolonged. 

Manda'ne, the daughter of Asty'- 20. Ea'gle, 1 . the well-known «nsjign of 

the Roman legions. 


1. Alexander hRd from the very beginnin^f LIb career, 
designed a plan of commercial intercourse between Greece 
and southern Asia. The route which he had determined 
on was that which was snbsequently established between 
India and Egypt. He planned several naval stations nn 
the branches of the Indus, and sent out a fleet 
Neai^chus, to examine the coast between the mouth fif 1^ 
Indus and the Persian Gulf. 2. At the 
Tesolved to return to Persia along the sea- coast 
the paipoae of keeping up a connection witti Us 
subduing the intervening nations. 3. 
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Carm(fnia lay the descrta of Cedro'sia, which the army 
traversed with great difficulty. Their sufferings from 
thirst, the heat of the sun, and the burning sand, exceeded 
any thing that they had hitherto experienced, but the 
sight of their sovereign sharing in their toils, and sub- 
mitting to equal privations without a murmur, cheered 
them to fresh exertions. At length they reached the 
shores of the Persian Gulf, and were soon after rejoined 
by the fleet under Nearichus. 4. The march of the 
army through Carma'nia resembled a triumphant proces- 
sion ; the soldiers, once more in a fertile and friendly coun- 
try. believed that all their toils were over, and gladly gave 
themselves up to enjoyment. 

6, On his return to Persia, Alexander heard with great 
regret, that the tomb of Cyprus had been broken open 
during his absence, and the remains of that great sovereign 
shamefully insulted. The tMacedonian king always felt a 
deep veneration for the r^ftbory of the founder of the 
Persian monarchy, whose character and career were very 
similar to his own ; he, therefore, ordered the tomb to be 
repaired, and severely punished thosQ to whose charge it 
had been entrusted. 

6. The prudent measures already taken to conciliate 
the Persian nobility had produced a very powerful effect ; 
ia fact, Alexander was as much beloved by the Asiatic 
lords, as if h^ had been one of their native princes. To 
increase and strengthen this attachment, Alexander mar- 
ried Statei^ra, the daughter of the late king, and gave seve- 
ral of his generals wives from the noble families of Persia. 
These ^ nuptials were celebrated with unusual splendour, 
the t wfinqm epta of European taste were added to Asiatic 
and the whole was concluded with a muni- 
; distribution of rewards to all who had distinguished 
in the war. 7. On this occasion Alexander 
debts that his soldiers had contracted, 
gifts did not ditninish th dislike with 
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which the Eirmy viewed the adoption of eastern cnetoms ; 
and the Macedonians were still more indignant when they 
saw a band of 30,000 young men, who had been raised in 
the upper provinces, and carefully instructed in Grecian dis- 
cipline, enrolled in the regular army. These new soldiers 
were called Epig'oni, a name derived from the heroes who 
subdued Thebes in the fabulous ages of Grecian history. 
8. The discontent of the Macedonians broke out in a 
dangerous mutiny, which was suppressed with great diffi- 
culty. But Alexander was not to be made a slave by his 
own soldiers ; he acted with equal firmness -and moderation, 
punishing only the ringleaders, and granting the rest not 
merely pardon, but favour. Soon after, he sent home the 
veterans whom afe or wounds incapacitated for further 
service ; they were loaded with favours, and entrusted 
to the guidance of Crat'erus, one of their most popular 
generals. 

9. Soon after this, Alezii^r lost his beloved friend 
Hephoes'tion, the cherished companion of all his toils ; 
his grief on the occasion is described as most extravagant : 
he, perhaps, involuntt^rily imitated the conduct of Achilles 
on the death of Fatroclus, and for some time it was doubt- 
ful whether he could survive such excessive sorrow* 

20. Having arranged the different satrapies in Media 
and Persia, he resolved to visit Babylon, which he had 
long designed to make the capital of his extensive domi^ 
nions. On his road thither, he revived ambassador* 
from every part of the then known world ; it is recorded by 
credible historisins, that even the Romans sent a. deputia* 
tion to congratulate him on his success, and solicit his friend- 
ship. He little thought when he received these' dqKitMt 
from an almost unknown dty, that there stood before 
the representatives of a people destined, at no very i 
pwod, to inherit hia empire, and destroy his 
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11. Bobykm still postseased the outward form of that 
greatness which had rendered it the wonder of the world ; 
the Euphrateflf spanned by a bridge of extraordinary beauty, 
flowed through the midst of the city ; the tower of Belus 
seemed still to threaten heaven, the hanging gardens and 
the royal palaces still witnessed to the riches and luxury 
of the Babylonish monarchs, but this was the last hour of 
its greatness. The accompanying view faintly shows what 
it was when visited by Alexander ; many generations had 
not passed before it became a barren waste, and a howling 
wilderness. (B.C. 323 .) 



As Alexander approached the city, he was met by 
deputies from the ChaMean soothsayers, warning him 
net approach the city in the name of their god Belus. 
WW irere probably afraid of aa examination into the 
liWV in 'tfhkh they had dhfeffipated the revenues aa- 
i%Uied Am e&pport of the temples, and koped to ter- 
rify the Iff ^tbeir prepbecies evil. 12. Other un- 
fiivourahle omeon and prodigies were also mentioned, but 
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Alexander^ nothuig dauntedi continued hia maxclij and even 
entered the city by the gate which had been particularly 
described as fatal. 

13. The schemes and plans with which Alexander's 
mind was occupied, ♦during the last year of his life, were 
worthy of his great genius ; he opened the navigation of the 
Euphra^tes, establiahed a fleet on the Caspian Sea, founded 
several towns, and marked out the site of commercial 
dep6tB which would connect the trade of the Nile, the 
Tigris, and the Indus ; he also made preparations for the 
invasion of Arabia, els he deemed the possession of that 
peninsula essential to the accomplishment of his mighty 
projects. 14. Before setting out on any new expedition, 
it had been always the custom of Alexander to invite his 
officers to a banquet ; that which was given on the com- 
pletion of the preparations for invading Arabia Vas pecu* 
liarly splendid ; the king drank deeply, and was about to 
retire, when Medius, the Thessalian, invited .hua to come 
to a second banquet at his quarters. Ifl^ Thia additiooid 
debauch brought on a fever, which the king’s anxiety about 
the impending expedition greatly ipcrea^ed. On the ninth 
day he was speechless, audit became evident that hk disso- 
lution was approaching ; his favourite troops were, admkted, 
to his presence, and though unable to speak, he salul^ed 
them with his hand : soon after he gave his ring to Per - 
dic'cas and expired. 

16. The character of Alexander is so completelj nn- 
exanapled, his career so unlike every thing that has^be^ 
recorded of all other conquerors, that we must not ha 
surprised to find him by pome writers described as a 
scourge of the human race, and by others represented aa 
a great benefactor of mankind. 17. That his esteblish- 
ment of a permanent empire in the East would haive 
greatly advanced the great cause of civilizatftn and saoill 
happiness is perfectly undeniable. When we constder jum 
much he eflfected before he had attained^ hk t hh i y* 
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fourth year, it is not easy to assign the limits of what he 
might have done, if his life had been protracted to old 
age. 18. To change the barbarous habits of the Asiatic 
nations, and substitute for their savage customs the refine- 
ments of Greek civilization, was an enterprise of greater 
difficulty and of greater glory than the conquest of Dari'us, 
or the subjugation of Persia ; but it might probably have 
been eflected by the royal pupil of Aristotle, combining 
as he did, the enthusiasm of the hero, and the wisdom of 
the philosopher. 19. Other invaders have passed over 
the plains of Asia, both in ancient end modem times, but 
their career has been like the poison-wind of the desert, 
traceable only by the ruin and desolation that marked their 
progress. The march of Alexander was not wholly unat- 
tended with evil, for every invading army must cause 
calamity, but the monuments of his glorious career were 
Beventy cities, founded under his auspices, commercial 
marts established on all the principal rivers, and improved 
systems of agriculture and social life taught to wandering 
tribes. 20. The army of the southern Greeks who had 
not shared in the glories of the conquest of Asia, the jea- 
lousy of the Romans, who could not bear to remember that 
^the banners of Macedon were displayed in regions unvisited 
by the Roman eagU, and the republican prgudices of most 
ancient historians, have led to a great depreciation of Alex- 
and^’s merits,. and a great exaggeration of his faults. It 
wotiftd be idle to assert that he was a perfect character, but 
** t ake him for all in all,*' and it will be difficult to point out 
m hiitory a better general, a wiser sovereign, a more mer- 
cifol victor, and a more sincere friend. 

1. Wbat comnSrcial projects did Alexander &rm 7 

2. Bp what route did the army return to Persia 7 

^ ’ 3. Did thejr'endurc maay aufl^ringf duriug their bmpoIi t 

C Was the march through Cermania equ^y painfiil 7 . 

Il How did Aiexahder ehow his respect for the memory of Cyrus t 
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6. In what manner did Alexander endeavour to conciliate the Feralana f 

7. Why were the Macedonians indignant f 

8. How was their mutiny suppressed 7 

9. By whose death was Alexander greatly affected 7 

10. What remarkable embassies met him on the road to Babylon 7 

11. By whom was Alexander warned not to enter Babylon ? 

12. W'as he deterred b^r these unfavourable omens ? 

13. To what enterprise was the attention of Alexander next directed! 

14. In what drunken debauch did Alexander engage 7 

15. What were the circumstances of his dearti 7 

16 What opposite accounts are given of Alexander’s character 7 
17 . Why may we suppose that he could have executed his projects ? 

16. What designs of his would have been most difficult to execute 7 

19. How did he differ from other conquerors of Asia? 

20. Why has the character of Alexander been misrepresented 7 


CHAPTER XV. 

The Successors of Alexander. 


Look back who list, unto the former ages, 

And call to count what is of them become ; 

Where be those learned wits and antique sages f 

Which of all wisdom knew the perfect sum 7 
Where those great warriors which overcome 
The world, with conquest of their might and main, 

And made one ruin of the earth and of their reign. 

Sfeniir. 


l. Subjugs'tion, t. the act of conquer- 
iner. 

2 Im'mlnent, a<ij. close at hand, 

6. Invet'erate, adj. obadnate. 

6 . Denoun'ced, v. acouiel. 

11. riiBipl^ved, V. broks up. 

16. Emls'sarleB, i. mBiseoger. 


ir. RB'gency, t. government during the 
Infancy or Incapechy of the king; 
IS. Oligar'eby, «. government of a lew. 
23. Imbe'cilB, adj, weak, ftebla. 

27. Folioroe'tes, t. a name riven ta 
Demetrius, algnliying m oon* 
queror of cltiei. 


1. Whilst Alexander was ei^Ioyed in the svljugatioM ‘ 
of Asia, the preservation of tranquillity in Greece wab en- 
trusted to Antip^ater, who united in a remarkable degr^ the 
character of an able statesman and a good general. 
liocedeemonians, though stripped of power, had not 
B 5 



J70 


HISTOILY OF GRSfCfi. 


tiieir pride, ttftd they resolved to overthrow the supremacy 
of Macedon* while its sovereign was waging a doubtful 
war in a foreign land. The Spartan king A'gis inherited 
the abilities and obstinacy of his grandfather, Agesila'^us : 
he induced several of the Peloponnesian states to join in 
the confederacy he had formed against Macedon, and was 
soon able to take the field at the head of twenty thousand 
men. (B. C. 330.) 2. This unexpected news reached 

Antip'ater, whilst he vras subduing an insurrection in 
Thrace; alarmed at the imminent danger, he traversed 
Greece with wonderful celerity, and arrived in the Pelo- 
ponnesus, with an army more numerous and better disci- 
plined than that his enemies. 3. The engagement that 
ensued was fatal to the confederates ; A'gis refusing to fly, 
was slain, and three thousand of his soldiers shared his 
fate, Deputies were sent to solicit pardon and peace from 
Alexander, and he, with equal prudence and generosity, 
granted both, on the most liberal conditions. 4. During 
the remainder of his reign Greece enjoyed perfect tran- 
quillity, the cities continued to be ruled by their own laws, 
and the Macedonian government did not even interfere to 
protect its partisans when attacked by a hostile faction. 
The famous contest between the rival orators, Demos'thenes 
and iEs'chines, which terminated in the defeat and banish- 
ment of the latter, is a convincing proof of the great liberty 
which the states were permitted to enjoy. 6. We have 
already seen that Demos^thenes had long shown himself 
the iwoetarate enemy of the Macedonian supremacy, and 
that his rival iEs^chines had been distinguished as the 
eloquent advocate of Philip ; both were supported by 
Btnmg parties, but that Demos'tbenes was the most 
active and numerous. SMjM^ipbon, an Athenian of some 
eminence, proposed a decSft^hich was sanctioned by an 
auembly of the people, that the state should present 
Demos^thepes with a golden crown as a testimony of their 
approbation : iEs^chines denounced the proposer as a violator 
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of tlie laws. From TariooB eauB€B> the trial was postpooed 
to the Bixth year of Alezaader’e reign ; crowds came trom 
all parts of Greece to witnesa the intellectual conflict^ and 
the late yictories of the Macedonians seemed to give the 
accuser a dedsire advantage. (B. C. ^90.) 

7 . The charges made by ^s'chines against Ctes'iphon 
were three; (1.) That he had proposed to confer pubUo 
honours on a man holding an official situation, whose ac- 
counts were yet unexamined* (2.) That he had caused 
these honoim to be illegally proclaimed in the theatre. 
(3.) That Demos'thenes, far from meriting a crown, had 
been the principal cause of his country’s min and disgrace. 
The last was evidently the most important head of ac- 
cusation, since it brought into question the entire policy of 
the Athenians, with respect to the Macedonians. 8. The 
speech of -^s'chines was a master-piece of eloquence and 
argument, but the persuasive vehemence of Demos'thenes 
bore down all opposition ; he vindicated the course he had 
recommended to the Athenians, as being that which honour 
had dictated, though fortune had not favoured ; and ap- 
pealed to the shades of those who fell at Marathon and 
Flatseae, to justify the conflict in the same glorious cause 
on the fatal held of Chseronei^a. 9. The event was the 
acquittal of Ctes^iphon, Eind the banishment of iEs^chines 
as a false accuser. 10. The subsequent conduct of the 
illustrious rivals is more Imnourable to their characters 
than even the triumjshs of their eloquence. Demos^thenes 
presented a large sum of money to his adversary, and 
forced him to accept it, as a means of support in exile. 
iEs^chines opened a school of eloquence at Rhodes, and 
having read the two crown^^iations at his first lectdrei 
when he found that the warMjf^pplause was given to the 
speech of Demos^thenes, wHImt testifying any envy, be 
exclaimed, '' What would have been your admiration bad 
vou heard the mighty orator himself 1" 

B 6 



Sli HWTORY 07 GREECE* 

1 ] . The death of Alexander (B. C. 323.) dissolved the fabric 
of the mi^ty empire which he had erected ; the g'enerah 
would not obey Perdic'cas, but sought each independent 
establishments l^y the sword, nor was there any cesBatiou 
of crimes and calamities until the battle of l^'sUs ^secured 
the establishment of the Egyptian, Syrian, ^Ikracian, and 
Macedonian kingdoms. (B. C. 301.) But the ^history oi 
these revolutions is very remotely connected with that oi 
Greece, to which we must return, 

12. A little before his death, Alexander had promised 
the restoration of all the Grecian exiles, and entrusted its 
fulfilment to Antip'ater. This measure excited universal 
ETuspicioD, and was particularly odious to the Athenians, 
who had taken possession of Sa^mos, and feared the return 
of the original inhabitants. By the persuEiaion of Demos'- 
thenes, they took up arms to overthrow the supremacy of 
Macedon, and were joined by the Argives, iEtolians, and 
rhessalians. (B, C. 322.) 13. Leos^thenes took the com- 

tnand of the confederates, and soon compelled Anti^pater 
to take refuge in La^mise, which he closely besieged. As 
most of the military events occurred in the vicinity of 
that town, it is usually called the Lamian war. 14. Le- 
Bs'thenes was unfortunately killed in the beginning of the 
siege, and the command devolved on Antiph'ilus, a gene- 
ral of very inferior abilities. ^Xieon'atus at the head of a 
Macedonian army compelled i|ie Athenians to raise the 
siege ; the confederates, however, agaiut defeated Antipater, 
Jut took no measures to improve their victory, and soon 
dter the arrival of large reinforcements under Crat'enis 
jave Antip'ater a decided superiority. 15. The c^^ede- 
rates were forced to solicit a peace, which they obtained 
vith difficulty. The Athenma democracy was overthrown, 
the fortress of Munych1ipi<||»l l ved a Macedonian ijprrison, 

* The reader will find an account of the succeison of Alexander iu 
[be Historical Misceilany, Fart II. 
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and sentence of death was pronounced on Demosthenes. 
IG. The illustrious orator fled to Csdau^ria, a small island 
on tlie Argpve coast, where he took refuge in a temple of 
Neptune, but being pursued thither bjT the emissaries of 
Antipater, he; took poison, and escaped by suicide from 
falling into tlie^hands of his enemies. 

17. Antipater when dying, bequeathed the regency of 
Macedon to Polysper'chon the oldest of Alexander's sur- 
viving gener^, (B. C. 318.) This arrangement was 
particularly " displeasing to Cassan'der, the son of Antipa- 
ter, and he immediately commenced a series of intrigues 
to obtain his father’s power. In this he was assisted by 
Nica'nor, who commanded the Macedonian garrison in 
Wunych'ia, and by the leaders of the aristocratic party at 
Athens, to whom the whole power of the state had been 
transferred by Antipater. 18. Polysper'chon, in order to 
counteract the eflForts of €aflsan'der, declared himself the 
patron of democracy and freedom ; the old contest be- 
tween the nobles and the people was thus revived in all 
the states with greater violence than ever. 19. The pre- 
sence of Nica'nof’s forces, who garrisoned both the Pei- 
rge'us and Munych'ia enabled Pho'cion to maintain the 
oligarchy which Antipaler had established, but the arrival 
of a numerous Eirmy under the comjnaiid of Polysper'- 
chon’s son, soon made the popular party superior. A 
tumultuous assembly was ^Hjayok^d ; the democracy was 
restored by acclamation, and sentence of death denounced 
against Pho'cion and all who had participated in the late 
government. 20. The persons who were thus summarily 
conviofcj^ of treason fled for protection to Polysper'chon ; 
but he, anxious to conciliate the Athenians, shamefully 
surrendered the fugitives to the vindictive populace. The 
trial of ^Me unfortunate vas a mockery of jus- 

tice ; they were not allowed to s^ak in their own defence, 
and those who attempted to plead their cause were hooted 
from the tribunal. Phoc"ioQ submitted to his fate with 
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remgnatioD, and showed no resentment for his unmerited 
oondemnationi or the insults heaped on him by a furious 
rabble. His last message to his son was a command not 
to re^knge the injuries that the Athenians had done him. 
With their usual fickleness, the people soon repented of 
their cruelty; they erected a brazen statue of Pho'cion, and 
jmnished his accusers with death, hoping, as usual, to atone 
for their own crime, by punishing those by whom they had 
been stimulated to its commission. 

21. From Attica, Polysper'chon proceeded to the Pelo- 

ponnesus, where by siding with the popular party he made 
himself master of most of the cities. Megalop^olis, the 
capital of Arcadia, however, rejected all his ofi'ers of alliance; 
and resisted all his efforts to subdue it. • 

22. The defeat of Polysper'chon at Megalop'olis re- 
stored the sinking fortunes of Cassan^der ; and the crimes 
of Olym^pias, the mother of Alexander, whom the regent 
had unwisely recalled to Macedon, enabled him to complete 
his triumph. 23. The nominal authority of the state had 
been confided to Arrhidse'us, the brother of the late king ; 
but as he was almost an idiot, all the power was really 
possessed by his wife, Euryd'ice, who was passionately 
attached to Caasan'der. Olym'pias, with the forces of the 
regency, advanced against the imbecile Arrhidee'us, and 
made him and his wifeig^oners. The unfortunate captives 
were put to death with^ttiocking cruelty, and more than a 
hundred Macedonians, suspected of attachment to Cas- 
sander, shared the same fate. 24. But this cruelty proved 
the ruin of her cause ; the Macedonians, shocked at her 
barbarity, deserted, and Cassander advancing to avenge his 
murdered friend, scarcely met any opposition. Olym'pias 
slmt herself up in Pyd'na, but the city was besieged and 
Aken (B. C# 315.) ; she surrendered on the promise of re- 
ceiving a fair trial, but Cassan'der, dreading her ififiuence 
over the Macedonians, caused her to ^ assassinated in 
prison. 
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25, To secure himself on the throne, Cas&ander manied 
Thesaaloni'^ca the sister of Alexander the Great, and pnt 
to death ah the descendants of the conqueror. The generalfl 
in the east had previously assumed the authority, tjw^ugh 
not as yet the title of kings, and thus in a few years after 
the death of Alexander, not only his extensive empire, but 
even his hereditary dominions, were lost to his posterity for 
ever. 

26. Cassander rebuilt Thebes, and recalled the de- 
scendants of the former inhabitants ; he also gave to the 
remnant of the unfortunate- Olynthians, habitations in 
Cassajidrei''a, a new city which he erected on the ruins of 
Potidaa. He restored the power of the aristocracy at 
Athens, and entrusted the government of the city to Deme- 
trius of Phale'rium, a man celebrated for his philosophical 
attainments, and love of justice. A brief season of tran- 
quillity followed, which was first interrupted by Cassan- 
der’s joining the confederacy which had been formed 
against Antig^onus', 27, Demetrius FoliorceieSt the son 
of Antigonus, was sent to Greece to rouse up the states 
against Cassander, and professing himself the advocate of 
democracy, was soon at the head of a considerable party. 
The first enterprize of Poliorce'tes was the siege of the 
Peirae'eus, the capture of which, made him master of 
Athens, (B. C. 307.) He restored the popular form of 
government, but saved the friends ^ oligarchy from the 
vengeance of the mob ; DemeTrius Thale'reus, though his 
equitable administration ought to have afforded him pro- 
tection, was warned by the fate of Fhocion on a similar 
occasion, not to place any reliance on the gratitude of the 
Athenian populace; he* therefore, retired to Thebes, and 
subsequently to Egypt. 28. The inconstancy of that 
fickle people was soon after experienced by ^oliorce^tes ; 
on tile first reverse of fortune, the Athenians excluded 
hkn from their city. After a short siege, D^etrius 


> See Hlitorical MUcellanyi Fart II. Chap. YIL 
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became master of Athens, and, instead of puniahin^ the 
inhabitants for their ingratitude, loaded them with benefits. 

29. The death of Cassander, and the civil war between his 
sons, afforded a new field of action to Demetrius. (B. C. 296.) 
Antip^ater, the elder of the brothers, commenced his reign 
by the murder of his mother, because he suspected her of 
, favouring the pretensions o£ her younger son, Alexander. 
A civil war ensued ; by the aid of Pyr'rhus king of Epirus, 
Alexander succeeded in driving Antipater into exile, where 
he was soon after murdeied. Demetrius came to the assist- 
ance of Alexander, but the war was terminated before his 
arrival, and the young king, dreading the abilities of his 
ally, plotted against his life, but was met with equal cun - 
ning. At length Alexander was slain, and Demetrius ob- 
tained the kingdom of Macedon. 

30. In the sixtlf^year of his reign, Deme'trius was ex- 
pelled from his kingdom by Pyr'rhus (B. C. 287.) ; he fled 
into Asia, and being made a prisoner by his father-in- 
law, Seleu'cus, died in captivity. A series of sudden re- 
volutions followed : Pyr'rhus was driven out by Lysim'- 
achus, king of Thrace ; he, in his turn, was defeated and 
slain by Seleu^cus, and Seleu'cus was assassinated by Pto- 
lemy Ceraunxis, who soon after made himseK meister of 
Macedon. 

31, Cerau'nus did not long enjoy the fruit of his 
crimes ; a horde of Gauls, whp had been settled in Panno'- 
nia, finding their territories too Sflaall to support their in- 
creasing numbers, directed their course southwards, and 
Boon appeared on the frontiers of Macedonia. (B. C. 278.) 
Cerau'nus led an army to repel this invasion, but was de- 
feated and slain. The entire country was laid waste by the 
barbarians, and when the resources of Macedon were ex- 
hausted, they prepared to extend their ravages to Greece. 

32. The Greeks, like their onotetors in the Persian war, met 
and defeated the invaders at Thennop'yLe, and, like them« 
lost the fruits of their victory, by allowing the enemy to 
come round on their rear through the unguarded mountain- 



THE SUCCESSORS OF ALEXANDER. 


377 


pasBes. The defendere of Thermop^ybe escaped on board 
the Athenian fleet, and the Gaols, having now no impedi- 
ment in their way, advanced to plunder the temple of Delphi. 
The preservation of cne 'shrine from the spoilers is said 
to have been similar to its former d^verance from the 
Persians. (Chap. V.) The Phocians, from their knowledge 
of the mountains, were enabled to harass the invaders by. 
simultaneous attacks on their front, flank, and rear; an 
accidental storm terrifled them with the dread of divine 
vengeance ; and, finally, a sudden panic spreading in their 
camp by night, they turned tl^eir weapons against each 
other, and were so weakened by mutual slaughter, that 
they could no longer make any head against the enemy, 
by whom they were ‘slaughtered without mercy. From 
Europe, the shattered remains of the Gauls passed over 
into Asia Minor, where they finalfy^ made themselves 
masters of the province, which, after them, was named 
Gala'tia. 

33. The kingdom of Macedon was distracted by the pre- 
tensions of dififerent claimants to its crown, but at length 
the contest terminated in favour of Antig'onus, sumamed 
Gonna'tas, from Gk)nni, in Thessaly, where he had been 
educated. He was the son of Demetrius Poliorcetes, and 
inherited both the ambition and abilities of his father* 


Quarfions, 

1. By whom was an atteni|ft made to take advantage of Alexander’i 

absence 7 

2. How did Antipater behave when he heard this intelligence ? 

3. What was the result of the war 7 

4. How were the Qreek states treated during the reign of Alexander f 
fi. Did any remarkable oratorical contest occor at Athens 7 

6. What was the foundation of this contest 7 

7. What were the charges made by .£schlnei 7 
6. Which proved himself the better orator 7 

0. How did the trial terminate 7 
10. Did the rival orators exhibit any spite or Jealouiyf 
]1, What consequences followed the (Uath of Alexander f 
12. On what account did the Athenians go to war wiA Andpite f 
IS. Why is this called the Lauilaa war f 
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14. How did Aadpator bocMiwtuperior in tkk wv f 

15. On what conditioBfl was peioe grantid f 
18. How did Demoitlinios ue 7 

17 . What dkputee too4pla«e after the death of Antipater f 

18. Bow did Polyapercftm atrlve to 8trei.(^ben his power? 
il9. What change took place in the Athenian government 7 
S90. How waa Phockm treated by the prevailing' party ? 

21. Where was PolyaperchcMi deioatod 7 

22. What events fiavourable to Cassander took place 7 
28. Of what crimes was Olympias goftty 7 

24 How was she treated by Casaander ? 

25. How was Alexander’s empire broken up ? 

26. What benefldal omuigeitienta were made by Cassander 7 

27 . Why did Demetxius Aiolereus leave Athens? 

28. Did PoUorcetes a revengeful disposition 7 

29. How did Demetrhia acquire the kingdom of Mocedon 7 
SOL What revolutions followed 7 

31. How did Ceraunus die 7 

32. How did the invasion of the Gauls terminate 7 

33. Wio acquired the kingdom of Macedon P 


CHAPTER XVL 

The Ach<Ban league — First interference of the Romans 
in the affairs of Greece. 

a 


111 &rea the land, to hastening ills a prey 
Where wellth accumulates and men decay. 

Goldsmith. 


2 . Emulation, «. an anxious desire of 
Imitation. 

dt'adel, r. a fortress erected In or 
near a city. 

6. Eph'orl, «. magistrates of Sparta, 
■ImUar to the Homan tribunes. 
14, E'Us, i. an,dl«tilct in tbs Mopon- 


16. IHyr'la, 1 . a country on the north- 
eaatem shores of the Adriatic 

Ig.^’JKn'tivB, ad^. vain — useless— fall- 
In the very commencement. 
18. Aouma'Dlani, a. a people In the 
noith-wiat of Greece. 


i. When the victorieft of Aicxuideri and still more the 
judiciotA meaanres of Antip'aterj had eatahlished the su- 
preioacy of Macedon over all the Gredan Btetie8» the 
League wldd^ homd together the AllisB^an cities waa 
broken, 'wsoAt wh waa a^nratdy | { <Hte r Bcd . by aoma pdtty 
prince appointed by the MaBeddhiana. But nHien the 
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civil wars between the succflssOTs of Alexander had faroJctti 
up his mighty empire, the A^Wans eagerly emlNraced 
opportunity of recovering their independence. Fat'rsa and 
some others having expelled their gnmecma and govemon, 
combined for the purpose mntnal defence, and chose 
at an assembly of the states two generals to manage the 
affairs of the confederacy. (B,C. 2S(y.) 2. The happiness 

which this change produced, excited the emulatkn of those 
states which still groaned tmder the yoke of the Macedo- 
nian tyrants; Sic'^yon, the moat ancient of the Grecian 
cities, and powerful firom its situation, riches, and extent, 
was liberated from its oppressors in a bloodless revolution, 
effected by the youthful Ara'tus, and was joyfully received 
into the Acheean lea^e. (B.C. 251.) 3. The or 
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soBi'Vas. ein object of great importance to any one whr 
aimed at the dominion of Greece ; it had been accordingly 
seized dn by Antig^onuSi nnd strongly garrisoned. Ara'- 
tu6| on being appointed general of the Ach^eans, resolved 
to recover this important fortress; by an unexpected at- 
tack during the night, he succeeded with little loss, and 
thus restored freedom to Corinth, and secured the passage 
of the Isthmus. 4. During the feign of Antig'onus and 
his son Deme'triufl, there was an almost incessant war be- 
tween the Achse'ans and Macedonians, the former endea- 
vouring to extend the league, the latter struggling to main- 
tain their former supremacy ; but under the guidance of 
Ara'tus the friends of liberty were every where successful ; 
and only for the envious opposition of the Spartans, Greece 
would probably have attained her former eminence and 
happiness. 5. This people, proud in their decay* looked 
with jealousy on the eminence of the Achaeons ; tTiey re- 
membered the time, when the entire Peloponnesus WM 
subject to Sparta, and mistaking memory for hope, deemed 
themselves robbed of their, right, whqf)^ jothers possessed the 
sway to which they fancied themsel^s entitled. 6. Civil 
commotions for some time prevented -them from opposing 
the progress of Aja'tus, Cleon'ymus was irritated at hia 
exclusion from the throne by one king, and the debauching 
of his wife by another ; he therefore applied for assistance 
to Pyr'rhus, king of Epirus, who had just returned from 
bia inglorious campaigns in * Sicily And Italy* (B. C. 272.) 
7. PyrVhus, with his usued rashness, hurried into the 
Feloponne'sus, but he was defeated in an attempt to carry 
Spifrta by assault, and slain in a similar ^ attack upon 
Argos. 8. Scarcely bad Sparta recovered firm this danger, 
\^Q ^ an attempt made by king A'gis to restore the long 
neglected laws of iiyourgus plunged the state into fresh 

' See Roman Hlatory 
Parc 11. Chap. XU 


, Cliap. XIIf^SectlFand Hlalorical Miscellaayi 
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Calamities. His indecision enabled the wealthy part of the 
community to combine for tho protection of their riches, 
and the gallant king was murdered by the Ephfori in prison. 
(B. C. 241.) 9. His son-in-law and BUtcesBor Cleom'enes 

pursued the same career as Agis, but with infinitely greater 
vigour ; he removed many of his opponents by assassination, 
and finally by the aid of the army completed a revolution, 
and restored the most important part of the institutions of 
Lycurgus. Sparta soon began to recover her former 
strength, and with it all her former ambition. The Achee^an 
league was obviously the greatest impediment to the attain- 
ment of supremacy, and to dissolve the confederacy became 
the great object of Cleom'enes. 

10. About this time Deme'trius, son of Antig'onus, 
died, leaving the kingdom to his infant son Philip. (B. C. 
229.) The several princes in the Peloponnesus, who 
had hitherto maintained their power by the terror of the 
Macedonian name, could place little reliance on the assist- 
ance of a child, and therefore consented to unite in the 
Achae^an league. 1^ Every thing seethed to promise 
permanent tranquillity, when Cleom'enes, having entered 
into alliance with the .^to'lians, denounced the con- 
federacy, and by three Successive victories reduced the 
Ach Beans almost to the* brink of min. Aratus seeihg 
that the liberties of Greece were more endangered by the 
Spartans than the Macedonians, recommended his coun- 
trymen to enter into ^^ance with the latter, and a treaty 
being concluded with the regent Antig'onus, a Macedo- 
nian army under his command advanced to the Pelopon- 
ne'sus, and ]^ke through the isthmus in spite 
the , resistancb'*^ of Cleom'ene^. 12. The w&r lasted about 
three years, and was tem^ated by the total defeat erf the 
Spartans at Sella'aia, on the borden of Laco'nia. 
om'enes fled to and died in exile, (B. C. 222.) .An- 

tig'onus having restc^l^liberty to all theetateB, returned to 
Macedon, r 
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The iEloliana were the first to disturb the tranquillity 
witteb Antig'QDfljB had establisbed. (B. C. 220.) This 
peo|d«i which the other Greeks looked on as barbarous, had 
BOt acquired mj political importance, until the power of 
Thebes, Athens, and Sparta had been cnisbed by the 
Macedonians, end Macedon itself wasted by civil wars. 
They then became formidable by their predatory expe- 
ditions into the defenseless states, and by the confidence 
which a belief in the security of their own mountainous 
country inspired. 14, Under the most absurd pretexts 
they renewed the weir with the Aeheeans, being covertly 
assisted by the perfidious Spartans, and more openly by 
the inhabitants of E^lis. Philip, king of Macedon, was 
placed at the head of the Achaean league, but the treachery 
of his own officers long in^ded his exertions. At length, 
by following the counsels bf Ara'tus, he was enabled to 
triumph over the jEtolians and their allies. 15. The 
news of the victories obtained by ' H|n'nibal over tho 
Romans inspired Philip with the hope of aetablishing his 
wiptemacy crve^, Italy and lUyr^ia; he therefore granted 
peace to the i^tollans ob favourable oc^tiitions, (B. C. 217.) 
and began to prepare for a more distant enterprize, by 
collecting a navy, and by strengthening the fortresses in 
western Macedonia. « 

16. Without formally publishing a declaration of war^ 
Philip made an abortive attempt to seize on the Roman 
fieet ; he was more successful in an invasion of ll^'ria, the 
.greater part of whidi he annexed to his own dominions, 
and soon after he entered into a close alliance with Annibal 
and the Carthaginian republic. 17. Hitherto the conduct 
of PhiUp in Greece had been so just and^Bliourable, that 
all the states looked upon him as their common bene- 
ftctor; but now his mind ^came corrupted by continued 
success, and be resolved to make hii^Belf master of the 

1 See Roman Hlitory, chap, 
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entire country. Ara^ stOl possased some mflome 
oyer his mindi and kept him from seizing’ on the fbrtreflB 
of Itho'me ; but Philip, weary of this virtuous adviser, poi- 
soned him at a banquet, and thenceforward proceeded in 
a career of crime, which terminated in his ruin. The 
Achee^ans honoured the remainB of Ara'toB with a public 
funeral ; the Sicyonians erected a statue to his memory, 
and venerated him as something more than mortal; all 
Greece joined in mourning fur his deathi and execrating his 
murderer- 

18. The Romans, deeply engaged in the Carthaginian 
war, even though Annibal was almost at their very gates, 
did not neglect to watch the rising power of Philip, and 
to take measures to prevent its progress. (B. C. 210.) 
They succeeded in stimulating ever-restless jEtoTians 
to renew the war, and purchased their alliance by the 
gift of several important places, which their united forces 
had wrested from the Acama'nians, At 'talus, king of 
Per'gamus, and the LacedBemo'nians, soon joined the con- 
federacy ; and abou^the same time Philip by his vicioos 
profligacy at the Neme'an games, disgusted his most faith- 
ful allies, the Achse'ans. A desultory war was carried on 
for some time with various success, but the naval power 
of the confederates opened to them resources which en- 
abled them speedily to retrieve their losses, while Philip 
was exhansted even by his victories. 19. Several cir- 
cumstances, however, contributed to ’relieve him from his 
distress. At^us was obliged’ to return to ‘Asia, in order 
to defend his dominions agEuhst Pni'sias, king of Bithyu^ia ; 
the Romam ww too much engrossed by the Carthaginian 
war to contiiMr their exertions in Greeoe, end the Acho- 
ans, under the command of PhilopceWn* had subduiQd 
the Lacedsemo^nianB, and restored the tranquillity of the 
Peloponnesus. r 

20, PhilopcB'mm wae a native of Megalop^ohs, in 
Arca'dia ; from ss earliest years he had been inured to a 
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military life, and a charge of cavalry, which he headed at 
SeUa^eia is said to ha^e greatly contributed to the success 
-of the confederates in that glorious battle. He afterwards 
served in Crete with distinguished success, but, on the 
renewal of the war in the Peloponne'sus he returned home, 
and being placed at the head of the cavalry, which had 
been long the worst part of the Achaean forces, soon made 
it the most efficient body of horse in Greece. 21. Sparta 
was at this time governed ‘'by the tyrant Machan'idas, who 
had raised himself to the throne by the assistance of the 
mercenary troops ; he had entered into strict alliance with 
the ^tolians, and had already committed fearful ravages 
on the lands of several Achsean states. Philopce'men 
being appointed general of the league, advanced against 
the tyrant, and the armies came to an engagement near 
Mantinei'a, not far fjc^ the field where Epaminondas 
conquered and fell. (B. C. 208.) The mercenaries t>f 
Machan'idas broke the troops opposed to them, and the 
tyrant believing the victory secure, inconsiderately hurried 
on in the pursuit ; but Philopoe'men in the mean time 
routed the Spartans, whose lines were disordered, having 
forced their broken ranks by the close array of bis pha- 
lanx, and then falling on the scattered mercenaries, cut 
them down without resistance. 22. Machan'idas hasted 
back, to retrieve, if possible, the fortunes of the day ; but 
while in the act of leaping a trench which the Acheeans 
had cut to fortify their lines, he was slain by the hand of 
Philopoe'men, and most of the instruments of his tyrannv 
were slaughtered without mercy. The Lacedaemo'nians 
were by this defeat reduced to such distress that they 
could no longer protect their own terr^ries; they sub- 
mitted to the terms of peace dictated by the conque- 
rors, and tranquillity was again restored to the Pelopon- 
nesus. ^ 

23. The iEtolians thus deserted by all their allies, made 
peace with Philip ; (B. C. 208.) a Roman fleet which ar- 
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rived after the preliminaries had been signedi failed in dis- 
turbing the arrangements, and the desultory war was ter- 
minated by a general pacif cation. 


Questions, 

1. When was the Achcean league restored ? 

2. Under whose guidance was Sicyon joined to the confederacy ? 

3. What was the first enterprise of Aratus? 

4. By whose jealousy were the benefiflal effects of the Achean league 

prevented ? 

C, Why did the Lacedffimonians oppose the Achsans? 

6. What caused the civil wars in Sparta ? 

7. How did Pyrrhus die ? 

8. What effort of king Agis renewed the civil wars ? 

9. What enterprises did Cleomenes undertake ? 

10. Did the death of Antigonus strengthen the Achceans ? 

11. What changes did the ambition of Cleomenes produce ? 

12. How did the war terminate 2 

13. By what people was the war renewed ? 

14. By whom were the iEtolians subdueU j 

16. Why did Philip grant them favourable feonditions of peace 
Ifi. How did Philip provoke the resentment of the Romans ? 

17 . Of what crimes was Philip guilty? 

18. What enemies now harassed Philip ? 

10. What saved Philip from ruin ? 

20. Who was Philopoemen ? 

21. What great victory did Fhilopcemen obtain over the Sparter.V 

22. W hat were the consequences of this victory ? 

23. How did the .£tolians act under these circumstaucfi I 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

The Wars between the Romans and Macedonians, 


The baffled prince in honour’s flattering bloom 
Of early greatness finds the fatal doom ; 

Hts foes’ derision and his subjects' blame, 

And steals to death from anguish and from shame, 

Johnson. 


1. Arbiters, i. Judges. 

2. Pei'eamuB, i. a kingdom in Asia 

Minor. 

3. Bitb'ynla, I. Dittof 
11. Compe'tltor, i. a rival. 


12. Ten'ure, f. right of possesBlon. 

29. FreVude, i. Intioihiction. 

Eetrle'ved, v, restored to their ori- 
ginal state. 


1 . The several revolution^ which had taken place at Athena, 
joined to the superior power of the Macedonian kings, had 
completely destroyed all the former power of that city ; its 
colonies were |ubject to other masters, its commerce was 
destroyed, and its harbours deserted. But the memory 
of its former fame, and stiU more the successful cultivation 
of literature and the fine made it still respected, and 
induced the successors of Alexander to ||purt the favour of 
a people, whose monopoly of literature made tl|fm the sole 
arbiters of fame. The kings of Egypt, Syria, an(^ Thrace, 
sent frequent donations of money and . own to the Athenian 
people, for which they were repaid iMM'most extravagant 
flattery ; Eind thus a state which hdik^ce ruled Greece, 
now became dependent almost for subsiH^ce on the vanity 
of the neighbouring princes. 2. At'talus, king of Per'^a- 
muSf particularly distinguished himself by the liberality of 
his donations, and the honours lavished ^him in return 
proviked the resentment of Philip, too a^p^ious to pur- 
chase similar praise for himself, but too envious to view it 
given to another with patience. 3. The ambitious desire 
of Fru^sias, king of Bithyrm, the ally of Philip, to acquire 
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some naval atationB in the M ge^an, had already provoked 
the hostility of Attains and the Rho^dianSi and as he was 
notoriously aided by Philip, the war with Macedon was re- 
newed. About the same time the Athenians, having put 
to death two Acama'nian youths for violating the mysteries 
of Ce'res, were exposed to a fierce attack from their coun- 
trymen, who being aided by the Macedonians, spread ruin 
through the entire of Africa. 4. The Athenians in their 
distress applied to the Romans for assistance, and that peo- 
ple having just gloriously terminated the second Punic war, 
eagerly embraced an opportunity for extending their influ- 
ence in Greece. Philip was not daunted by such a formid- 
able confederacy j he opened the campaign by the siege 
of Aby'dos, in Thrace, but met with a most obstinate resis- 
tance. (B. C. 200.) Though deserted by their allies, the 
Abydenes did not propose a capitulation until their walls 
lay in ruins, and when they could not obtain favourable 
terms, they preferred death to a surrender. 5. The Ro- 
man auxiliaries did not arrive until the end, of the autumn, 
but on their landing they vigorously commenced opera- 
tions. Their first enterprise was the storming of Chal'cia, 
in the bland of Euboe'a, where Philip had deposited the 
greater part of military stores. By the negligence of 
the garrisoft and the treachery of some of the townsmen, 
this im|g)rtant conquest was effected with little loss ; hut 
the Romans their victory by cruelly destroying the 

town and slaughli^^ the inhabitants. 6. Philip in re- 
venge made an mi^ocessful attempt to surprise Athena ; 
when this failed h^Srented his nige on the villages of Attica, 
which he totally ruined, not even sparing the tombs and 
temples. 

7. During it|ie winter PhUip in vain attempted to 
secure the aiMlance of the Achaeans, by offering to^ut 
them in subduing NaTib, the successor of Machan'idas 
at Lacedaemon. But though Na'bis was as cruel and as 
formidable as his predecessor, the murder of Ara'tus and 
s 2 
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the dread of the Roman power induced the Achreans to 
reject *the proffers of their former ally. 8. The Romans 
were at first equally unsuccessful in procuring the assist- 
ance of the iEtolians, who believed that they had been 
deserted in the former war ; but the successes of the consul 
Flamini'nus to whom the conduct of the ensuing campaigns 
ww entrusted, soon induced them to change their minds, 
and the iEtolians fearfully devastated Thessaly. 9. The 
battle which decided the fate of the war was fought at 
Cynosceph'alse, a place named from the fancied resem- 
blance of the hills by which it is surrounded to the heads ' of 
dogs. (B. C. 197.) 10. The engagement began by the acci- 
dental meeting of the outposts in a thick fog ; the skirmish 
grew momentarily more warm, as each party sent up rein- 
forcements to the assistance of their van. The Mace- 
donians were unfortunately in their order of march, while 
the Romans were drawn out in regular order of battle, 
Philip's right wing was at first successful, but his left and 
centre broke at the very first onset ; the victorious wing 
was attacked in the rear before it had timet.to change its 
front, and a total rout ensued ; of the Macedonians, eight 
thousand were slain, and five thousand taken prisoners ; 
the loss of the Romans did not exceed seven hundred 
men. 

11. This decisive victory led to a peace, to the great 
indignation of the iEtolians, who ardently desired the 
total destruction of Philip, and were besides anxious to 
continue their plundering expeditions ; but Flamini^nus 
was now able to do without their assistance, and dis- 
regarded all their protestations. Several circumstances 
made it expedient an end to the war ; the 

Macedonians, tiiough ckfeated, could still have continued 
a formidable resistance ; the Acheeans could scarcely be 
expected to view with patience the total destruction 





FIRST MACEDONIAN WAR. 


389 


of their ancient ally, and above all, the rapi^y in- 
creasing power of Anti'ochus, king of Syria, threatened 
the Romans with a more formidable competitor for 
empire than Philip had been in the days of his greatest 
prosperity, 

12. At the ensuing Isthmian games, the Roman com- 
missioners, who had been appointed to regulate the affairs 
of Greece, caused a proclamation to be made, that " the 
Romans having subdued Philip, restored to liberty all the 
states which had been hitherto tributary to the Macedo- 
nians." (B. C. 196.) The voice of the herald was drowned 
by the applauses of the multitude ; the games passed over 
unheeded, while the spectators indulged in dreams of 
returning liberty and happiness. They had yet to learn 
that the freedom which is held by the uncertain tenure of 
another’s will is scarcely worth having. 

13. Flaminius appears to have been sincere in his pro- 
fessions of attachment to Greece ; he wrested Argos from 
the tyranny of Na'bis, and endeavoured, though inef- 
fectually, to drive him from Lacedaemon ; but all his efforts 
to conciliate the .^to'lians failed ; they thought that their 
interests had been neglected in the late treaty, ahd were 
enraged at the ingratitude of their ancient ally. 14. Their 
a^yn strength was insufficient to cope with the power of 
Rome, but they hoped to unite Antiochus, Philip, and 
the Spartans in a confederacy for the independence of 
Greece, and they would probably have succeeded but for 
the base treachery which characterized all their proceed- 
ings. 15. As Na'bifl, at their persuasion, had engaged in 
an unsuccessful war with the^Achceons, he made fre- 
queht apphcations to the iEtoKiayifor aaedfitance ; a body 
of troops was accordingly sent’ to Sparta with secret 
orders to join in any enterprise that their commander 
should dictate, even though it should be apparently 
inconsistent with the professed object of their expedi- 
tion. The enterprise was the murder of Na'bifl, which 

fld 
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was put in execution awhile the tyrant was reviewing 
his army ; but the ^tolian general, instead of conciliating 
the Spartans by proclaiming freedom, proceeded to plunder 
the royal treasures. 16. This was too much for the citizens 
to bear , they took up arms and slaughtered the iEtolians 
without mercy. (B. C. 191.) In the mean time Philopce'- 
men, on the first news of the event, marched to Lace- 
d£emon, and partly by threats, partly by promises, per- 
suaded the citizens to join the Achee^an league. 'Thus^the 
treachery of the ^Etolians had no other effect than to 
strengthen the power of their enemies. 

17. Anti'ochua had not forgotten the insulting manner 
in which the Romans had interfered to check his career of 
conquest, but the defeat of Philip terrified him into the 
concealment of his resentment. While he was yet de- 
liberating on the propriety of war, Han'nibal, whom 
his ungrateful country had driven into exile, arrived 
at his court, and finally persuaded him to commence 
war. 18. Instead of adopting the judicious advice of 
Hamxibal, and attacking the Romans in Italy, he wasted 
precious time in endeavouring to procure the assistance 
of some minor Grecian states. He gained abundance 
of promises from the Thessalians, Boeotians, and .^to- 
lians, but on the approach of a Roman army under 
the command of the consul Gla^Mo, he found that his 
allies either would or could not send him the promised 
contingents, while his alliance with them had induced 
the Macedonians and Achseans to join his enemies. 19. 
After a series of manteuvres, which showed him to be 
as deficient in military, as political skill, he- posted 
himself at tlje^traits ntf Thermop'yla, and was there 
totally defeated^'lle immediately fled from Greece, leav- 
ing the Romans to treat his allies as they thought 
proper. In the following year he was defeated in Asia 
by Come'liuB Sdp'io, and compelled to beg peace on the 
mo^ humiliating conditions. 20. Ihe iEtolians being 
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thus left alonei sought pardon from the irritated Ro- 
mans, which after much difficulty and delay waa gftinted ; 
the terms that they obtained were, however, less severe 
than might have been expected, but they were sufficiently 
harsh, to show that the Romans were resolved to retain 
the supremacy of Greece, and to punish all who ventured 
to resist their sway. (B. C. 190.) 21. The Lacedae- 

monians, though nominally united to the Achaean league, 
still retained a deep sense of their degradation, and re- 
solved to take the first opportunity of restoring to Sparta 
the supremacy of the Laconian cities. They made an at- 
tack by night on one of the towns on the sea-coast, and 
though they were defeated, the attempt created such alarm 
in Laco'nia that an appeal was made to the Achseans. The 
consul Ful'vius endeavoured to prevent the war, by advising 
both parties to refer the arbitration of their disputes to the 
senate at Rome j but the answer of the senate was couched 
in such ambiguous terms that the Achseans thought them- 
selves at liberty to act as they pleased, and forthwith sent 
a numerous army against Sparta, under the command of 
Philopce'men, 22. The Spartans were obliged to surrender 
at discretion, a great number of their leading men were 
slain by the exiles who had joined the invading army, 
and the laws of Lycurgus, which they had ever looked on 
as the great source of tbfiir strength, were totally abolished. 
(B. C, 191.) 23. The Romans believed, or pretended to 

believe that too much severity had been shown to the 
Spartans, and compelled the Achseans to restore those whom 
they had driven into exile ; but this humanity was a fnere 
pretext to conceal their jealousy of the Adiaean con- 
federacy, on which now rested the last hopes of Gre- 
cian independence. 24. Soon after tbi»%ty of Messe^ne 
revolted from the league, with the tadt approbation of 
the Romana, and Fhilopoe^men w^ sent to reduce it 
to obedience. In passing through a defile, the aged 
general was unfortunately sm^rised and made pru^ner. 

B 4 
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(B. C. 183.) He was cent to MesBe^ne, under a strong 
guard, but the magistrates of the city, dreading his influ- 
ence with the people, ordered him to be immediately put 
to death. 25. Thus fell the last of the long list of Grecian 
heroes, at the moment when his country stood most in 
need of his abilities. His valour had subdued the enemies 
of the Achoeans in the Peloponnesus, and his political 
wisdom had shielded them from the still greater danger of 
affording the Romans a pretence for interfering in their 
domestic arrangements : though living in a democratic 
government he did not court the favour of the people, and 
yet always commanded their respect, and during the forty 
years that he managed the aflairs of government, his in- 
tegrity WELS never even suspected. 26. The Achseans soon 
avenged the murder of their favourite general ; the Messe'- 
nians were compelled to surrender to a numerous army, 
commanded by Lycor'tas ; all that had participated in the 
crime were put to death, and the city was reunited to the 
confederacy. 

27. While these events were occurring in the Pelopon- 
nesus, the state of affairs in northern Greece boded a 
speedy termination to the peace between Rome and Ma- 
cjedon. At the conclusion of the former war, Philip had 
sent his son Deme'trius as a hostage to Rome, where the 
young prince soon became an u]hwM| 1 favourite ; in con- 
sequence of Philip's fidelity during^^|P^^|w with Antio'- 
chus, all the Macedonian hostages were ^et at liberty, and 
Demetrius returned home. But the favour shown to the 
young prince had excited the jealous suspicions of Phil!]), 
which the artifices of his other son, Perseus, continually 
increased, until length the king ordered his unfortunate 
son to be poisoned. 28. The brief rem^^der of Philip's 
days were embittered by remorse; he soon learned the 
innocence of DemeWus and the guilt of Perseus ; he knew 
that his subjects hated him for his tyrannical government, 
the Romans were eagerly seeking an opportunity to attack 
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him, and his son Per sens was notoriously eager for the 
moment of his dissolution. The anxiety and agony of 
mind produced by these combined causes was too much 
to bear : he was seized with a mortal disease, and died 
unlamented. 

29. Immediately after his accession to the thrqpe Perseus 
sent an embassy to Rome, which was honourably re- 
ceived. (B. C. 180.) He then laboured, and not without 
success, to efface the memory of his crimes from the minds 
both of his own subjects and the other Greeks ; -but in spite 
of all his caution there were occasional bursts of violence, 
which showed that his gentleness of disposition was only 
assumed to answer a particular purpose. The Romans 
soon discovered that a new contest for the supremacy ot 
Greece was impending, and exerted all their influence to 
prevent the Macedonian monarch from being received into 
alliance with the Achaeans. In this they were seconded 
by Eu'menes, king of Per'gamus, the hereditary enemy of 
the Macedonian house, and a long diplomatic contest was 
the prelude to fiercer and more destructive hostilities. 
The Achaeans rejected the alliance of Perseus, but he had 
more success with some of the minor states, and besides 
he saw that the native resources of his kingdom had been 
retrieved during the long interval of tranquillity that fol- 
lowed the defeat of 

30. War was declared by the Roman senate, 

an army ordered^ to be levied under the command of 
the consul Licin'ius, and commissioners sent into Greece 
to exhort the allies to preserve their fidelity. (B. C, 172.) 
At this important crisis the courage of Per'seus began to 
fail, he solicited a truce from the commissioners, which, as 
the Romans had not completed their preparations, was 
readily granted, but his offers of peace were rejected. vbM 
he had the additional mortification to see the Renaaqr 
party triumph in Boeo'tia, while the truce prevailed UmP 
from bringing assistance to his friends. 31* The consu} 
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Boon landed with his army, and advanced through Epi'nis 
into Thes'saly, where he was joined by Eu'menes and some 
other auxiliaries. Some indecisive engagements followed, 
in which Per'seus, on the whole, had the advantage, but he 
neglected to follow up his success, and showed his timi- 
dity by repeatedly sending embassies to solicit peace, while 
the Romans rose in thei;r demands after every reverse of 
fortune. The war lingered in the three following cam- 
paigns, the generals sent out by the Romans showed but 
little skill, and the commissioners disgusted the allies by 
their pride and avarice ; on the other side, Per'seus neg- 
lected many opportunities of attacking his enemies when 
their rashness exposed them to certain defeat, and failed 
in obtaining the aid of any allies, except the barbarous 
Illyrians. 

32. At length the conduct of the Macedonian war was 
entrusted to the consul Lucius iEmil'ins Paullus, a warrior 
of distinguished abHities. (B. C. 163.) He first sent 
the praetor Anutius into Illyria, by whom that kingdom was 
totally subdued in thirty days. iEmilius himself advanced 
into Macedonia, and found Perseus strongly entrenched on 
the banks of the river Eni'peus. The Romans were unable 
to force the enemies’ lines, but a detachment which had 
been sent over Mount Olympus having surprised the Ma- 
cedonian guard, Perseus found his position jio longer 
tenable, and therefore retreated to Pyd'na. 33. The con- 
sul soon ‘ followed him, but the caution of the two com- 
manders delayed for a time the decisive engagement. 
While the armies lay encamped in sight of each other, the 
Macedonians were terrified by an eclipse of the moon, 
which they superstitiously believed to forbode the ruin of 
their kingdom ; the Romans were not ejected with similar 
^ Callus, one of their cyfficera, sufi^ciently ac- 
^uinted with science to^calculate the time of its occur- 
«inoe, jind explain its cause. 3,4. On the following day 
aocide pt brought on an engagement/in which Perseus was 
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totally defeated, and more than twenty thousand of his 
soldiers slain. Within a few days after the battle all Ma- 
cedonia submitted to the conqueror, and its wretched mo- 
narch after many vain attempts to escape, wajs forced to yield 
himself a prisoner. He was taken to Rome by the consul, 
and led as a captive in his triumphal procession, after which 
he was thrown into prison, where^grief soon terminated hia 
miserable life. 


Questions, 

1. What waa the condition of Athens at this time ? 

2. Why was Philip jealous of Attains ? 

3. What circumstances brought on a new war ? 

4. How did Philip begin the war? 

6. By what means did the Ramons capture Chalcis f 

6. How did Philip attempt to take revenge? 

7. Why did the Achaeans refuse the alliance of Philip ? 

8. What induced the ^Etollans to join the Romans ? 

9. Where was the fate of the war decided ? 

10. How was the battle won ? 

11. Why was Flaminius anxious to conclude the war ? 

J2. Did the Romans on this occasion obtain the gratitude of the Greeks t 

13. How does it appear that Flaminius was sincere? 

14. What new confederacy was formed against the Romans 7 

15. Of what treachery were the iEtolians guilty ? 

16. What was the result of this treachery ? 

17 . By whose persuasion did Antiochus renew the war? 

18. Of what errors was Antiochus guilty? 

19. How did the war terminate ? 

20. How were the .^tolians treated by the Romans ? 

21. What caused a fresh war between the Achoans and Spartans 7 

22. How were the Lacedsemonians treated 7 

23. Did the Romans interfere in these transactions 7 

24. What circumstances caused the murder of Philopcsmen ? 

26. What was his character ? 

20. Did the Acheeans avenge his death 7 

27* Why did Philip put his son Demetrius to death 7 

28. What was the consequence of this crime 7 

29. What led to the Second Macedonian war 7 

30. How did Perseiis show his incapacity in the very oateet! 

31. In what manner was the war conducted 7 ^ 

32. Where did JEamU^ bring Perseus to an engagement 7* ' 

33. What curious circumstance took place before tbe dediiye bsUliT 

34 . How was the second Macedonian, war terminated 7 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Sulyugation of Greece hy the Romant. 


In the cause of right engaged, 

Wrongfl injJtriouB to redrew ; 

Honour’s war they boldly waged, 

But the heavens denied success. 

Burns. 


7. Trofh'IeB, i. memorials of victory. 
12. Procon'sul, «. a Roman povernor of 
B province, having consular au- 
thority, but not In the possession 
of that office. 


21. Suicide, t. self-murder. 

22. Pharsalia, «. a town and district In 

Thessaly. 

PhllJf^j. a ci^ of Mace don, an- 
jdiwy called Crenldes. 


1. The Epi'rotes had revolted ffom the Romans in the 
beg-inning of the war, Bmd were u^lw by the defeat of Per- 
seus left totally at the mercy of the consul. iEmilius at 
first received their submission, but soon after, by order of 
the senate, he gave up all their cities to be pillaged, and re- 
duced tft inhabitants to slavery. The soldiers sent to ex- 
ecute this barbarous decree timed their dept(ilure*Bo well, 
that the desolai^u commenced at the same time in every 
part of Epi'rus.*liius in one day seventy cities were de- 
stroyed, and 150,000 men sold as slaves; an ifletauce of 
atrocious revenge not to be paralleled in history. 

2. Macedo'aia, Thes'saly, and Epi'rus, being reduced 
into a Roman province, though permitted to retain a qua- 
lified independence, the Achseans next engaged the atten- 
tion of the ambitious republic. The senate began secretly 
to encourage some of the Pdopoimesian states to with- 
dmr from the confederacy, and prohibit^ the Achseana 
frqn attempting to bring them back Iby force of arms. 
The popular indignation at this unmerited display of hos- 
tility wufl violent in all the Achaean cities, but the nobility, 
who knew well the overwhelming power of Rome, were un- 
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willing' to risk the hazard of a contest. 3. At leng'th Cri- 
tola'us, who had been always remarkable for his hatred of 
foreign influence, being chosen general of the league, the 
long concealed hostility terminated in open war, Metel'- 
lus, who had been sent to ijjjell a rebellion in Macedon, 
raised by an impostor named Andris'cus, who pretended to 
be the son of Per seua, sent an Embassy to the Achaeans, 
which was treated with contempt. 4. He then marched 
his forces into Phthio'tis, a province of Thes'saly, where 
Critola'us was besieging Heraclei'a, a city that had revolted 
from the league. On the approach of the Roman army, 
the Achsean general retreated through the straits of Ther- 
mop Vise, where he did ngt even attempt to make a stand i 
but notwithstanding Kiafijifetapitation he was overtaken near« 
Scarphei'a in eastern Lo^s, and forced to come to on en- 
gagement, in which his ftiSiy was totoUy defeated and him- 
self slain. 5. This victol^ was followed by the submission 
of all Hellas, and MeteUus was about to lead his victori- 
ous army into the Peloponnesus, when he was obliged to 
^l^ign his command to the consul Mum^mius, and return 
to his Macedonian province. ^ 

6. Di'«u3,^ho had succeeded Critola'us, concentrated 
his forces in Corinth, which Mummius ^immediately in- 
vested. (B. C. 147.) Some slight buc^m obtained by 
the negligence of the besiegers, induced the Acheeans to 
venture on a pitched battle, in which they were totally de- 
feated. Di'aeuB fled to Megalop'olis, where he died by his 
own hand ; the garrison, deserted by their leader, aban- 
doned the city in the night, and Murn'mius became master 
of Corinth without any further opposition. 7. But this did 
not save the unfortunate city from total ruin ; by command 
of the consul Bll|^e men were slain, the women and chil- 
dren made slaves, all the works of Bit that adorned the 
temples and public buildings sent as trophies to Rome, and 
those ediflcee which had so long attracted umyersal tdmi- 
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ration, leveled -with the ground. A heap of ruins alone 
remained to tell where Corinth stood. 

8. From this time forward Greece became a Roman 
province, ^vemed by an annual magistrate ; the states 
however preserved their own laws, and separate jurisdic- 
tiou, and were treated rather as tributary allies than as 
Bnbjects. Sparta and the Peloponnesian states soon 
sank into insignificance and were forgotten ; but the 
literary fame of Athens still preserved her celebrity, and 
that city soon became the University whither all the studi- 
GUi youth in the extensive dominions of Rome fiocked for 
instruction. 

9. Tte Grecian states were divided by the Romans into 

two provinces, Achaia and Mac^onia ; the inhabitants of 
the states seem to have lost all energy with their li- 
berty, for during a long period after the capture of Corinth, 
the name of Greece scarcely occurs in history. At length 
a formidable enemy to the Romans sprang up in the east, 
and, fatally for themselves, induced many of the Grecian 
states to embrace his cause. This was Mithrida^tes, king 
of Ponfts, on the north-eastern shores of ihe Euxine Sea.^ 
(B. C. 87.) 10. The character of Mithruk'tea is onJy 

known to us through the writings of his enemies, and we 
must therefore "^t^ceive with caution the accounts of the 
crimefi which are said to have stained the commencement of 
his reign. His abilities were incontestable, since with all 
the disadvantages of cowardly soldiers, treacherous generals, 
and faithless allies, he was able to maintain a doubtful 
contest with Rome at the time of its greatest strength, and 
when its armies were headed by such generals as Sylla, 
Lucullns, and Pompey. His literary talents are said to 
have been a very superior historians teU us that 

he could speak and write twenty-foitf languages ; a book 
on Botany is ascribed to him, and an antidote which he ii 
laid to have discovered still retains fail name. 
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1 1 . The avarice and cruelty of the Roman governors in 
Asia Minor, had made the whole nation so unpopular, that 
Mithridates, on publishing hia declaration of war, received 
offers of assistance from all sides. He issued a circular to 
the Asiatic cities, commanding the massacre of all the 
Italians who resided in the east ; his orders were strictly 
obeyed, and in one day eighty thousand Latins were assas- 
sinated. 12. The Roman proconsul having assembled the 
forces of the provinces, hosted to check his progress, but 
his army was routed with dreadful slaughter, and all 
Western Asia fell under the dominion of Mithrida'te^ 
Europe next engaged the attention of the king ; he scoured 
the -^gean Sea with a powerful fleet, and sent a large army 
through Thrace and Macedonia into Greece. 13. The 
Athenians, who had h#n fined by the Roman senate for 
some unknown cause, eagerly embraced the cause of Mith- 
rida'tes : they expected from him the restoration of their 
beloved democracy, and eagerly solicited the king's gene- 
ral, Archela'us, to advance to the city. A great part of 
the nobility, foreseeing the impending storm, fled to Italy ; 
the remainder were either murdered by the popiAce, or 
given up as prisoners to the king of Pontus. 

14. When the news of these events reached Italy, the 
senate resolved to give the conduct of the war to Sylla, the 
favourite leader of the aristocracy; the people were equally 
anxious to make Ma'rius general, and the disputed com- 
mand produced a civil war, which terminated in the ap- 
pointment of SyUa. 15. When the Roman general arrived 
in Greece, he received the submission of most of tha 
states; but the Athenians boldly set him at defiaime. 
Arist'ion, a leading demagogue, undertook the defend o| 
the city, while Archela'ijj|#hut himself up in the Peirsee'ua. 
Sylla advanced to besie^ the city, incensed at the audacity 
of the inhabitants in thus daring to resist the Roman 
power, and still moi*e irritated by a personal insult wl^h 
had been offered to himself. He was vain of his personal 
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appearance, which however had been disfi^ed by riot and 
intemperance; this wbl8 too good an opportunity for a jest 
to escape the laughter-loving Athenians — they produced 
several epigrams on the occasion, one of which stated, 

“ Sylla’s face is a mulberry sprinkled with meal." 

a piece of wit for which they were destined to suffer very 
severely. 

16. The first attack of Sylfa was made on the long walls 
that joined the Peirie'eus to Athens. (B. C. 86.) This 
enterprize was successful, and the communication with the 
harbour being cut off, famine soon began to rage in the 
city. Tlie insolence and tyranny of Aris^tion increased 
the horrors of hunger, and it was not without difficulty that 
he was persuaded to send an embassy to Sylla, to treat 
about a ^pitulation. 17. The deputies 6ent on this occa- 
sion addressed a long speech to the consul on the an- 
cient glories of Athens, the exploits of Theseus, and the 
events of the Persian war; but Sylla cut them short by 
declaring that " he came not to study rhetoric, but to pu- 
nish reffeb.” 18. Aris'tion dreading the vengeance of Sylla, 
resolved after the return of his ambassadors to defend the 
city to the lost ; he even put to death all those w'hom he 
suspected of an inclination to surrender. At length Sylla 
captured the city by a night-attack on a part of the wall 
which had been left unguarded, and a fearful scene of mas- 
sacre ensued. 19. The soldiers spared neither sex nor 
age; blood flowed in streams through the gates of the 
city; many killed themselves to avoid the cruelty of the 
enemy ; it was not without the most earnest supplications 
that the Athenian exiles, aided by all the Roman seniors 
in the camp, prevailed on the to give orders that 

the slaughter should cease, and miserable remnant 

should be permitted to wander through the once-powerful 
city. 

20. The Peiree'euB was taken shortly after the capture of 
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Athens, and Archela'ufi, after a vain attempt to make a 
stand in Munych'ia, retired into Bmo'tia. Hither he v^as 
pursued by Sylla ; the armies met on the plains of Chgero- 
nei'a, where Philip of Macedon had before crushed the 
liberties of Greece ; the battle was obstinate and bloody, 
but the superior discipline of the Romans finally prevailed, 
and Archela'us fled with his shattered forces to the Helles- 
pont. A second army sent out by Mithrida'tes shared the 
same fate, and Sylla passed over into Asia to continue the 
war. Repeated reverses induced Mithrida'tes to sue for 
peace, which Sylla granted the more readily, as the triumph 
of the Marian faction at Rome made him eager to return 
to Italy. (B, C. 84.) 

21. The war with Mithrida'tes was subsequently renewed, 
but as Greece bore no share in the contest, it is sufficient 
to state here, that after a protracted resistance, and many 
changes of fortune, the unfortunate king was stripped of 
all his dominions, and could only escape from being 
dragged in triumph as a captive by suicide, 22. In the 
civil wars between Caesar and Pompey, the Greeks for the' 
most part sided with the latter, but when the fate of the 
world was decided at Pharsdliat they submitted to Caesar 
without a struggle, and were treated with great lenity. 
After the death of Ctesar, we find the Athenians eagerly 
supporting the party of Brutus and Cassius, whofee statues 
they erected next to those of Harmodius and Aristogei'ton, 
but after the battle of Philippi they surrendered to the 
Triumvirs, and seem to have met with unexpected and 
unusual clemency. 

Questions, 

1. How were the Epirotes treated by the Romans ? 

2. In what manner did th|j^mana endeavour to weaken the Achsans I 

3. How did the war the Acheeans and Romaua begin 2 

4. What reverseH did Crl^nQs meet f 

d. Who next assumed the command of the Roman army ? 

6. How was Corinth taken? 

7. In what manner ^ere the inhabitants treated by Mummius ? 

6. How was Greece governed by the Romans 1 
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9. By whom were the Greeks induced to revolt 7 

10. What was the character of Mithri dates 7 

11. Why were the atrodous orders of Mithri dates readily obeyed 7 

12. Did Mithridatas obtain any successes ? 

13. By what Gredan state was he joined 7 

14. ' Whom did the Romans send against Mithridates ? 

15. How did the Athenians provoke the resentment of Sylla? 

16. What compelled the Athenians to capitulate 7 
17- How did Sylla treat the deputies ? 

IS. By what means was the city taken f 

19. In what manner were the Inhabitants treated 7 

20. How was this war terminated? 

SI. What became of Mithridates 7 

2S, What part did the Greeks take in the Roman civil wars 7 


CHAPTER XIX. 

The Modem History of Greece. 


And blood li darkening every rill 
That gushes down the aaighty hill ; 

For there round camel, car, and wain, 

The Turkman’s gore is shed like rain. 

Down sinks the day ; the twilight’s haze 
Is fiery with that battle’s blaze ; 

For there with musquet, spear, and knife, 

Greece fights the desperate fight for life 1 Anon. 


L Bagen'eration, i. second tlrth. 

^ Byzan'tlne, adj. dwelling at Con- 
stantinople, which was anciently 
called Byzantium. 

A. Cm'sadei, i. wars undertaken by 
the Christian princes against the 
Infidels. 


17. Janni'na, i. a Turkish city In an* 
dent Epirus. 

Organized, part, enrolled and dls- 
cipUnod. 

16. TacUQy, adv, secretly, silently, 

27. AnnlB^tice, r, cessation of arms. 

26. Conven'tion, «. agreement. 


1. The Eubjugation of Greece by the' Romana is the 

^ The history of Greece under the dominion of Rome is totally des- 
titute of importance ; the few incidental notices contained in the later 
hiitorians are vafne and unaatisfectory, and the few public transactions 
recorded, are mere petty disputes about tribute. The different states 
teem to have preserved their own laws and custom, but an appeal lay 
from their tribm^P to the provincial governor, and In his hands was 
lodged the powpr cff life and death. When St. Paul travelled through 
the country we find the native megiitrates totally destitute of powsr, 
complaints being made to GalUo, Uie Roman deputy , and not to any ol 
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lost event usually recorded by the historians of that coun- 
try ; for nearly two thousand years, the name remained 
blotted from the list of nations, and the country continued 
subject to a Buccession of despotic rulers, whose tyranny 
exhausted the soil, and demoralized the inhabitants. But 
a new era is now about to commence ; Greece^ so long^ 
deeded and debased, has burst the bonds by which she 
was enthralled, and the historian may now turn from the 
contemplation of her fall to view the brighter prospects 
opened by her late regeneration. It has been, therefore, 
deemed expedient to conclude this volume with a brief 
sketch of modem Grecian history, and furnish the youthful 
student with a short account of the present state of a people, 
whose ancient history has occupied so large a share of his 
interest and attention, 

After the division of the Roman dominions into the 
Eastern and Western empires, Greece became a p«ut of the 
former, and shared in all its changes «f fortune. 2. Some 
short time before the crusades, several Sicilian and Norman 
adventurers established themselves on the sea- coasts, and 
erected the neighbouring districts into principalities, from 
which they took the title of dukes and counts. When a 
Latin empire was established at Constantinople, in the fourth 

the Achaean nilera. From the same source we obtain some glimpse of 
the state of Athens and Corinth ; but Thebes and Sparta seem to hare 
sunk into insignificance. Athens was the favourite. residence of the phi- 
losophers, and the seat of all the learning of the period. Its inhabitants 
were stiU as lively and as restless ^ their ancestors, but literature occu- 
pied their attention instead of politics. 

“ For all the Athenians, and strangers which were there, spent their 
time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing.” Acts 
xvii. 21. 

In consequence of listening to continued disputes, the Athenians had 
become a more tolerant peo^e than they were when Anazagoraa waa 
exiled, and Socrates sentenced to death. The apostle, though described 
as a setter forth of strange gods,” the very wor^ of the durge againft 
Socrates, was heard with attention, and even permlUed to make coiu 
verts. Under the emperon, Athens seems to have been more fiivour- 
ably treated than any other provincial city. Nero^’lilfough ambhitm 
of literary fame, repaid the flatteries of the AthenlanO lly splendid do- 
nations ; — Adrian restored the laws of Solon, and completed several of 
the public buildings which still remained unfinished. 
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crusade, the number of these feudal lords was greatly in- 
creased ; but as they had no principle of union, these petty 
states soon fell into decay, and Greece once more returned 
under the sovereignty of the Byzan'tine emperors. 3. The 
followers of Moham'med had, in the very first century of their 
victorious career, wresteS Syria from the Eastern empire, 
and progressively mastered the Asiatic provinces, one after 
another. The condition of the empire, and the vices of 
its subjects were such, indeed, that we may well be sur- 
prised at the length of timeVhich elapsed before its ruin 
was finally consummated; and had not the successive Tartar 
invasions given sufficient employment to the Moham'me- 
dans in Asia, Constantinople would have fallen before the 
termination of the crusades^, 4. Nor would this ruin 
have been averted by the interference of any of the other 
Christian states ; for, in consequence of some slight diflfer- 
ence in their respective creeds, the followers of the eastern 
and western churcheifiSiAeach other more cordially than 
either did the infidels, nphiring the crusades, the Greek 
emperors frequently betrayed thf Latin adventurers, and 
the latter, in their turn, looked on the Greeks with equal 
contempt and detestation. 5. When at length the Turkish 
power was consolidated under Othman, or Ottoman, the 
rich provinces of the Grecian empire becanle the prey of 
that warlike chieftain. (A. D, 1352.) His Conquests were 
extended by his successors, who subdued all the 'northern 
provinces that form the present kingdom of Turkey, and 
made Adrianople the capital of their dominions. 6. The 
fate of Constantinople was for a time averted by the con- 
quests of Timor, or Tamerlane, in Asia, which compelled 
t;he Turkish saltan to provide for the safety of that part of 
his dominions ; iul(|^y the valour of Scanderbeg the king 
of Epirus. The destruction of the Grecian empire might 
probably h*ve been averted, if Scanderbeg had possessed 


^ ^ee Histoilcal Miscellany, Part 111. Chap. VIIL 



THE MODERN HI5TORY OF GREECE. 


405 


resources equal to his skill and courage; but, unfortunately, 
he could never assemble more than a handful of followers, 
and all appeals to the Greeks to join him in struggling 
for independence were disregarded. After his death, the 
Turks, believing him something more than mortal, made 
relics of his bones, and wore them as a preservative against 
danger. 

7. Mohammed II., the most warlike of the Turkish sul- 
tans, resolved to complete the overthrow of the Greek em- 
pire, and laid siege to Constantinople. (A. D. 1453.) The 
defence of the city was obstinate ; Constantine, its last 
sovereign, a prince equally conspicuous for piety and 
valour, showed himself most worthy of his crown, at the 
moment when he was about to lose it for ever ; the gar- 
rison seconded the labours of their gallant 'MOer ; the 
citizens fought bravely in defence of their famihes and 
homes. But all was in vain; the Turks, having conveyed 
their galleys over land, launai|fij^^m in the harbour of 
Constantinople, and the city Eit the same moment at- 
tacked with overwhelmSg forces both by sea and land. 
On the 29th of May, the fatal assault was given, Constan- 
tine fell, gallantly fighting to the last, and the eastern 
empire was no more. 8. The Turks, on this as on all 
other occasions, treated the vanquished with the most re- 
morseless cruelty, and murdered them by thousands, in 
cold blood. The rest of Greece soon shared the fate of the 
capital, and except a few wanderers, who took shelter in the 
mountain-fastnesses, the entire country became subject to 
the Mohammedans. 

9. In the latter end of the seventeenth century, the 
Venetians acquired great power in the iEgean Sea, and 
made themselves masters of the Morel^or southern penin- 
sula of Greece, anciently called the Peloponnesus. Though 
boasting of their republican constitution, thi^ Venetians 
treated their Greek subjects very tyrannically, and when 
they were driven from their conquests at the beginning of 
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tlic eighteenth century by the Turks, there was little reason 
for the inhabitants of the Morea to lament the change oi 
maaters^ 

10. The gradual decline of the Turkish empire during 
the last and present century is sufficiently obvious. By 
obstinately adhering to the institutions of their ancestors, 
the Turks have remained stationary, while the nations 
around them have been rapidly advancing ; and were it 
not for the mutual jealousy of the European sovereigns, 
they would long since have been driven back to the de- 
serts of their forefathers. The Gteeks still preserved in 
their bondage the memoi " of their former national glory, 
but the jealous tyranny by which they were deprived of 
the use of arms, rendered all their aspirartions for freedom 
vain. Their condition, indeed, was the most wretched that 
can be conceived; the meanest Turk insulted the most ho- 
nourable Greek with impunity ; their properties, their lives^ 
the honour of their wiyes and children, depended on the 
caprice of ferocious barbankins, who hesitated not to com- 
mit the vilest outrages, in me^ wontonness. If, under 
such circumstances, the Greek character became sullied by 
treachery and cunning, let it be remembered, that stem 
necessity leaves no other means of defence in the power of 
a ^ve. The Greeks were sufficiently sagacious to per- 
ceive the decay of the Turkish power in the middle of the 
•last century, and even at that early period, projects for 
obtaining independence appear to have been formetL 
11. When Catharine II., empress of Russia, went to war 
with Turkey, she incited the Greeks to jevolt ; an invita- 
tion, which, unfortunately for thems^ia, they obeyed. 
The Russians made peace with the Fdrte, but entered into 
no stipulation in behalf of their allies. (A. D. 1792.) 
The Turks consequently massacred without interruption 
and without mercy, innumerable multitudes of the Greeks ; 
nor was their vengewce limited to those who had taken a 
share in the insurrection ; women and children were mur- 
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dered, aa 'well os soldiers, and the entire extermination of 
the Greek nation was prevented only by the dread of losing 
the capitation tax, which the Turkish government levies 
on its Christian subjects. 12. ,The invasion of Egypt 
by the French produced some abortive attempts at revolt 
in the Morea, which were punished -with the usual bar- 
barous severity; (A. D, 1798.) the extermination of the 
Greeks was a second time proposed, and a second time 
Turkish avarice prevailed over Turkish cruelty. 13. The 
first great insurrection which shook the Ottoman power 
was that of the Servians ; they were headed by George 
Petrowich, more usually named Czemi, (i. e. Black) George, 
from the colour of his hair. (A. D. 1800.) This fierce 
leader of insurrection had been in his early youth obhged 
to fly from his country, in consequence of his having mur- 
dered a Turk, by whom he had been insulted. He entered 
into the Austrian service, but never attained higher rank 
than that of sergeant. His coll on his countrymen to 
shake off the yoke was enthusiastically obeyed, and so 
successful were his effortapthat in 1806 he became master 
of Belgrade. 14. The war with Russia, which broke out 
in the following year, afforded the Servians great opportu* 
nities of securing their freedom, but the Russians were^ 
soon obliged to withdraw their forces, in order to repel the 
French invasion. A treaty was concluded with Turkey, 
by which the Servians were abandoned to their fate ; over- 
whelming forces were sent against them, and Czemi 
George, after a brave but useless resistance, fled for safety 
to Russia. (A. 1812.) 15. The Turks, as usual, made 

a cruel use of success, and on this occasion added 
perfidy to their barbarity ; for in order to entice their vic- 
tims into their power, an amnesty was published, and all 
those who returned on the faith of it were crueUy put to 
death. Czemi George attempted to ^ renew the war in 
1817, but w^ betrayed to the Turks, and 
executed. 
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16. The Greek* had sunk into a state of ignorance 
almofit as brutal as that of their oppressors, but tov^^ards 
the cjose of the last century a taste for literature began to 
spread through the nation, and impatience of the Turkish 
yoke gained strength with the advance of knowledge. The 
patriotic songs of Rhigos, whom the oppressors put to 
death, were circulated among the peasantry, and made 
them ripe for revolt. A confederacy of the higher ranks, 
called the Hetseri^a (society), was formed for the ostensible 
purpose of diffusing knowledge, but really with a view to 
establish Grecian independence. The year 1825 was chosen 
for making the grand attempt, as by that time the members 
calculated that their preparations would have arrived at 
sufficient maturity, 

17. Circumstances, however, precipitated the commence- 
ment of the revolt. (A.D. 1820.) The celebrated Ali 
Pacha of Jannina, having subdued the Suliotes, who had 
till then preserved their independence in the mountain- 
fastnesses of Epirus, and having obtained possession of 
Parga, the last retreat of Greciaja freedom, thought himself 
sufficiently strong to resist the Sultan, and commenced a 
civil war. The Gr$^ saw with pleasure their oppressors 
wasting each other^s Btreiig1:h, and had the additional gra- 
tification of being courted by both parties. In the course 
of the war several Grecian troops were organized and 
armed ; but the Turks soon became aware of the error 
they had committed, and prepared to retrace their steps. 

18. The Hetserists saw that no time wa.s to be lost, and 
having chosen prince Alexander Ipsilanti as their leader, 
resolved immediately to commence the war. Ipsilanti was 
at the time an officer in the Russian service, and it is 
doubtful^:whether his enterprize, though 6i;ibsequently de- 
no^H^ was not tacitly approved by that government. 

19. /^ the 6th of March, 1821, he crossed the Pruth, 
•md erected the standard of revolt in Moldavia. About the 
same time an adventurer nuned Theodore YladimirescQ, , 
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had revolted in Wallachia, and obtained possession of a 
great part of the province ; he joined his forces to those 
of Ipsilanti, but being soon detected in a treasopable cor- 
respondence with the enemy, he was deservedly executed. 
But there were more traitors than one in the army of 
Ipsilanti; on the 17th of June he was attacked by a 
Turkish army, and owing to the treachery of some generals, 
and the cowardice of others, was totally defeated. In this 
unfortunate battle, the Sacred Band, consisting of four hun- 
dred youthful students, the pride and the hope of Greece, 
refusing to yield or retreat, fell bravely as their predecessors 
had done, on the fatal field of Chaeronei'a. 20. Ipsilanti 
retreated into the Austrian dominions, intending to pass 
into souther^ Greece, where the flame of insurrection had 
already broken out, but he was seized on by the Austrian 
government, and detained as a prisoner, 

21. When the news of Ipsilanti’s revolt reached Con- 
stantinople, the Turks commenced a ruthless massacre of 
all the unfortunate Greeks in their power ; among others 
the venerable patriarch, whom the Greeks looked upon as 
the head of their church, was butchered. Similar scenes 
of cruelty were enacted in the djflfereit Turkish cities, and 
there was every reason to believe that the extermination 
which had been twice proposed before, was now seriously 
contemplated. The Greeks of the Morea took up arms on 
the Ist’ofMay, and the insurrection soon spread througli 
northern Greece and the islands. 

22. The war between the Greeks and Turks, like eveiy 
other war between tyrants and slaves, was distinguished 
by remorseless massacres on both sides. But there is one 
of such fearful extent, and surpassing atrocity, that it 
deserves tor^e more particularly noticed. Tl» people in 
the island of Sci^o had not taken a very active 

revolt, and therefore had some claim on the forbe^mee of 
their oppressors ; but a Turkish fleet with an army on 
board, came to the island, and on the I2th of yhuch 
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1 822, proceeded to butcher every man, woman, and child, 
whom they could seize. The horrors perpetrated by the 
barbariauB almost exceed credibility ; suffice it to Bay, that 
at the very lowest estimate upwards of 30,000 unoffending 
individualfl were murdered in cold blood. 23. The cam- 
paigns of 1822-23 and 4 were, on the whole, favourable to 
the Grecian cause; but the disputes which broke out 
between the leaders of the insurrection, threatened to 
bring total ruin on their cause. The Turkish fleets were 
defeated by Miaoulis, the Greek admiral, and several sin- 
gle vessels were destroyed by fire-ships, which the Greeks 
managed with equal courage and ingenuity. 24. Volun- 
teers from several parts of Europe came to aid the Greeks 
ill their struggle for freedom, and subscriptions were raised 
for their assistance. Lord Byron, whose^ poetry had 
greatly contributed to spread this enthusiasm in favour of 
Greece, went thither to aid them by his personal exertions, 
but unfortunately died at Missalonghi, on the 18th of 
April, 1624. 

25. The Greeks, during the entire contest, had perse- 
vered in maintaining their own irregular habits of warfare, 
under the guidance of petty chieftEuns, called Capitani ; 
they attacked their enemies in small parties, but could 
seldom be brought to act together. The rivalry between 
these petty leaders, and the jealousy that from the begin- 
ning existed between the islanders and the inhabitants of 
th6 Morea, delayed the establishment of independence, 
and brought the nation to the very brink of ruin. Early 
in 1825, Ibrahim Padha, with an Egyptian army, landed 
in the Morea ; and though the Greek fleet maintained its 
ffuperiority in several actions, the operations by land were 
budly oondncted, and the Turks in the campaigns of 1825 
aittl'l626 obtained several important advantages. 26. 
At length the European powers felt themselves called 
upon, by the izd^eets of humanity, to put an end to these 
Amdful WDes Alanghter, and. a treaty for the pacifi- 
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cation of Greece was si^ed at London, on the 6th of 
July, 1827, by the representatives of England, France, and 
Russia, 27. In pursuance of this treaty orders were sen<^ 
to the fleets of the three great powers in the Mediterranean, 
to prevent any landing of fresh troops or stores from Egypt 
in the Morea,and, if possible, to bring about an armistice. 
The bad faith of the Turkish commanders induced Sir Ed- 
ward Codrington, the chief of the allied squadrons, to enter 
the harbour of Navarino, and try the efl^ect of an imposing 
display of force. The Turkish vessels having fired on the 
allied fleet, a brief but fierce engagement ensued, which 
ended in the total defeat and destruction of the Egyq)tian 
and Turkish squadrons. 

28. The Turkish Sultan was more enraged than terri- 
fied by the Itftss of his fleet at Navarino ; he obstinately 
refused to make any terms with the Greeks, and the 
ambassadors of the three powers quitted Constantinople. 
In the following year the Russians invaded the Turkish 
dominions, and though not very successful in their first 
campaign, in the second they humbled the power of their 
opponents in the dust. In the mean time, the French 
sent a military expedition to assist the Greeks in the 
Morea ; and Ibrahim, in pursuance of a convention, agreed 
to evacuate the country, and was transported to Egypt 
with his followers. Greece is now free; arrEingementa 
have been made to ascertain the boun^daries and fix the 
government of the new state, and prince Otho of Bavaria 
has been appointed its sovereign. The recent date of most 
of these transactions, and the many prejudices entertained 
by diflferent political parties on the subject, forbid our 
making any observations on the facts we hav^ recorded; 
but aU parties will join in expressing an anxious hope, 
now that the independence of Greece is achieved, that 
the future destiny of that interesting country may be aa 
bright and happy as it has been hitherto gloomy and 
wretched. 

T 2 



Hi THE &IODERN HISTORY OF GREECE. 


1. To ^hich of the divisions of the Roman empire did Greece belong ? 

8. Waa the co 4 ntry ever ruled by Latin princes ? 

3. What circuifeiBtances delayed the fall of Constantinople ? 

4. Were the princes of western Europe on friendly terms with the 

Greek emperors ? ■ 

b. When did the Turks first appear in Europe ? 

C. How was the fate of Constantinople delayed ? 

7. When was Constantinople taken 1 
R How did the Turks treat the vanquished ? 

9. Did the Venetians ever obtain possession of Southern Greece ? 

10. What circumstances induced the Greeks to revolt against their 

op|)ressorB ? 

11. To what calamities were the Greeks exposed by their first revolt? 

12. Did the French invasion of Egypt produce any commotion in 

Greece ? 

13. Who headed the Servian insurrection? 

14. How was it suppressed ? 

16. What became of Czerni George ? 

16. For what purpose was the Hetsria instituted ? 

17> What circumstances precipitated the Grecian revolt? 

16. Who WAS the first leader of the revolt ? 

19. Where was Ipsilanti defeated ? 

20. How was he treated by the Austrians ? . 

21. In what manner were the other Greeks provoked to take up arms ? 

22. What terrible massacre did the Turks perpetrate ? 

23. How was the war conducted ? 

24. What remarkable English nobleman died while assisting the Greeks ? 
26. How was the Greek cause nearly ruined ? 

26. What remarkable treaty was made in favour of the Greeks ? 

27 . On what occasion did the allies destroy the Turkish fleet ? 

2fl. What recent events have rendered the establishment of Grecian in- 
dependence certain ? ^ 
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CHAPTER XX. 

On the Literature of the GreeJ^^ 


SECTION L 

The Epic and Lyric PoetSn 


Lives there a man beneath the spacious skies, 

Who sacred honour to the bard denies ? 

The muse tlie bard inspires, exalts his mind, 

The muse indulgent loves the harmonious kind. 

Homee. 


3. Geneva'ted, v. produced. 

3, Pri'mary, urfj. drst, principal. 

4. A'oiilol, s. singers, musicians. 

G. Rliap's odists, a. reottors of poetry. 


10, Theog'onles, /. ppemt describliif 
the^ birth, the history, and the 
exploits of the heathen deities. 

15. Appra'clating, part, estimating, 
valuing, &c. 


1. The history of Greece would be incomplete were we 
only to record the civil and military transactionB of the 
several states. Interesting as these occurrences were, the 
triumphs of Grecian intellect have stronger claims on our 
attention, for the poets, the orators, the philosophers, and^ 
the historians of Greece, not only adorned the nations oJ^ 
their own times, but have contributed largely to the civili- 
zation of future ages. Wars, however gloriously con- 
ducted, political contests, in which the greaWW abilities 
have been displayed, cannot be contemplated without some 
feelings of pain ; for we cannot but remember that they 
generated fierce passions, devastated the face of nature^ 
and infiicted countless miseries on our fellow- mortals ; 
but the pleasure with which we view the triumphs of 
genius is wholly unmixed, since they have produced 
nought but good to the human race. The materiala |||r 
T 3 
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the early history of Grecian literature, are, however, very 
scanty, and the examination of the many contradictory 
accounts given of the birth both of literature and science, 
would lead to disquisitions of greater length than the 
limits of tliis volume would permit ; a brief sketch is con- 
sequently all that can be afforded in the present instance, 
which may serve as an introduction to further and more 
mature investigations. 

2. It would seem that a love of poetry is natural to 
man ; in every country, however remote or barbarous, the 
measured harmony of sounds appears to have been culti- 
vated as soon as language was formed. We find in the 
Scriptures, fragments of poetry composed before the flood ; 
and in every country we see the most ancient records and 
traditions to be the songs of its early bards. 3. It is 
probable the primary intention of the arrangement 

of words into a species of verse was to assist the memory, 
for the first legislators delivered their laws in a rhythmical 
form ; the earliest historians are invariably poets, and the 
moral precepts by which the conduct of men in the first 
stages of civilization was regulated are, for the most part, 
poetical fragments. The piety of the priest and the 
inspiration of the prophet were intimately connected with 
the enthusiasm of poetry ; and poets who had cele- 
brated the past, were naturally employed to rear the hopes 
d the future generations.** 4. Possessing so many claims 
on the affections and interests of the people, it is not at 
ail wonderful that the character of the poet should seem 
invested with some peculiar sanctity, and that he should 
be honoured during his life os a benefactor, and thought 
worthy of admission to the celestial regions after his death. 
Accordingly we 'find t^iat the early Rhapsodista of Greece 
poseesfied os much authority as the Druids of Gaul and 
Britain, the Bards of our Saxon ancestors, or the Scalds 
and Riiners of the northern nations. Even kings did not 
disdaih the cultivation of music and poetry, arts which in 
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the earlier ages were always united, and added to their 
other claims on the obedience of their subjects, the re- 
spectful reverence bestowed on the sacred character of the 
A^oidoi, or bards. Amphi'on, the king* of Thebes, and 
Melam'pua, who reigned in Argos, were both so celebrated 
for their musical and poetic skill, that the inanimate crea- 
tion is said'^to have acknowledged the influence of their 
minstrelsy. 

5. Ho'mer is the first of the heathen poets whose woiks 
have come down to posterity, but from his own testimony 
it is sufficiently evident that poetry had been long and 
successfully cultivated before his time. The names of 
Or'pheus, Li'nus, and Musse'us, are alone preserved ; their 
personal history and the nature of their poems, were as 
great secrets two thousand years ago as they are now. 
Of Homer’s life we know nothing, and as little the age 
in which he flourished. According to Herod'otus, and 
the Arundelian marbles, he published his poems about 
nine hundred years before the Christian era, that is, nearly 
three hundred years after the capture of Troy. 6. At that 
time writing was but little practised, and the productions of 
the poets were made known by travelling rhi^odi^ts, who 
supported themselves by reciting the productiona d the 
diflFerent poets. Such a practice was common in England 
under the Saxons, and continued to be observed until very 
lately in remote parts of Ireland, and in the highlands of 
Scotland. The length of the Iliad and Odyssey rendered 
it impossible for any single memory to retain the entire, 
and we learn from ancient authors that the rhapsodifiFts 
only recited select passages, such as ** the battle of the 
ships,” “ the war of the gods before Troy,” ** the return 
of Ulysses,” &c. 7. This leads ub to the consideration of 

the often- debated question, whether the Iliad and Odyssey 
are really the works of a single mind, or a coDectioB of 
the popular ballads of the country, formed into a natknud 
work, at a time long subsequent to their original pubbca- 
T 4 
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tion. Ftom what has been said of the customs of the 
rhapsodists, it appears very improbable that poems of 
such length could have been preserved by tradition from 
the age of Homer to that of Peisis'tratus, a period of 
nearly four hundred years, especially as in the latter port 
of that period the colonies in Asia Minor, where these 
poems are said to have been preserved, were harassed by 
frequent wars with the neighbouring Asiatic nations. The 
most probable account of the matter appears to be, that 
the Ihad and Odyssey contain the rhapsodies of many 
different bards, whose names were lost in the superior 
merit of Homer, the greatest among them ; that these 
rhapsodies received considerable improvements from time 
to time, as they were delivered in successive recitations, 
and that at some period antecedent to the Persian inva- 
sion they were arranged in their present form. 

8. It has been already mentioned that these poems 
belong to the Greece -Asiatic states : enjoying a finer 
climate and a richer soil, the Greek colonies in Asia 
Minor far outstripped their parent country in refinement 
and civilization. Their prosperity excited the jealous 
avarice of the neighbouring Asiatic princes, and the kings 
of Lydia especially soon attempted to reduce them into 
subjection. The great object of the Homeric poems ap- 
pears to have been the rousing up the spirit and emulation 
of the colonies, by fixing their attention on the first great 
war, in which the forces of the Greeks and barbarians 
were brought into collision, and reminding them how their 
European ancestors had triumphed over the most powerful 
the Asiatic princes, and humbled their proudest city to 
the dust. 9. The state of society described by Homer 
resembles very much the condition of Europe in the mid- 
dle ages. His is the poetry of Grecian chivalry ; the 
feelings that he attributes to his heroes, the vices and 
virtues which he describes, the mode of warfare, and even 
many of the customs of private life, are such as existed in 
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Europe 'when the northern invaders began gradually to 
lose their pristine ferocity, and cultivate the first elements 
of civilization. The heroic character thus impressed on 
Grecian hterature, by the first work of sufl&cient importance 
to be preserved, "was never 'wholly effaced. Darmg , cou- 
rage, and deeds of valour, were the favourite ril1ijS|tii of 
the Grecian muse, even when the form of the verse was 
changed, and tragedy occupied the place of epic poetry. 

10. But the religious ^ influence of the Homeric poems 
was that which produced the most permanent effect on 
the character of Grecian literature. The descriptions of 
the gods, as beings actuated by human feelings, and sub- 
ject, like men, to the mysterious agency of fate, though 
probably common to all the Theogonies, is most vividly 
delineated by Hbmer. Having already noticed the efi^ects 
of this poetical religion, it is unnecessary to dilate on it in 
this place. 

11. Hesiod followed Homer, but it is impossible to de- 
termine at what inters^al. He tells us himself that he was 
bom at Ascra, in Boeotia, and relates some interesting 
particulars of his early life. Like most of the other an- 
cient poets, he wrote a Theogony, in which he seems to 
have introduced many passages belonging to his prede- 
cessors. But, perhaps, the most interesting light in which 
Hesiod can be viewed, is that of a pastoral poet. His 
didactic poem, called the “ Works and Days,*' contains 
the most important precepts of ancient husbandry, de- 
livered in a simple and elegant style. Though Hesiod 
possesses not the fire and sublimity of Homer, he is a 
Eweet and graceful poet ; and, though not so much admir^, 
he was probably more esteemed in a country where agri-» 
culture was always held in the highest honour. 

12. The heroic deeds of kings and generals were the 
themes of the epic muse, but the changes in the political 


' See Introduction, Chapter III, 
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coBBtitution of Greece introduced other kmds of poetry. 
The abolition of royalty in the several states called into 
action the fervid feelings of democracy ; and the jealousy 
of citizens, the rivalry of states, and the numerous popular 
commotions in free states, gave rise at once to ode and 
satire. 13. The satirical odes of Archil'ochus are said to 
have been so fearfully severe, that the objects of his poetic 
anger committed suicide rather than bear up against the 
obloquy heaped upon them. 14. While the European 
Greeks were perfecting their liberty, their brethren in Asia 
had sunk under the yoke of Persia, and exchanged their 
freedom for luxurious ease. The plaintive elegy, which 
had been, from the earliest ages, sacred to songs of grief, 
they changed into an incentive of pleasure. The moral 
lesson, deduced by Calli'nus and Tyrtse'ua^om the deaths 
of the heroes whose loss they lamented, was an incentive 
to emulate their virtue, and revenge their fall ; but the 
comments of the luxurious Asiatics are summed up in the 
impressive words of Scripture, " Eat, drink, and be merry, 
for to-morrow we die.*^ With the exception of Pindar, and 
a few others, the lyric and elegiac poets were natives either 
of the colonies or islands, and their strains participated 
either of the severe or luxurious character, as they were 
connected either with the free or subjugated states. 

15. Pin'dar and Ana'creon are the two lyric poets of 
whom we have the best opportunities of forming a judg- 
ment. Pindar was bom about five hundred and twenty 
years before Christ, and his life was protracted through the 
greater port of a century. Of his numerous works, nothing 
rlmains but his hymns in honour of the victors at the public 
games, and a few fragments. These are remarkable for their 
boldness of thought, and sublimity of sentiment, for the 
magnificence of their diction, and the nervous spirit of every 
expression. To these qualities the ancient critics have added 
his judgment in the collocation of the words, but this is an 
excellence which modem readers ore scarcely capable of 
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appreciating. 16. Ana'creon, on tiie contrary, is remark- 
able principally for ease and sweetnese ; he is the poet 
of refinement and luxury, and unfortunately is full of the 
most immoral pentiments, 17. The age of the lyric poets 
may be considered as including the space from the second 
Messenian war to the expulsion of the Peisistratidae ; so that 
the second stage of Grecian poetry extends about a century. 


Questions, 

1. Why is the literary history of a nation more interesting than the 

military ? 

2. Was poetry cultivated at an early period 7 

3. What seems to have led to the invention of poetry ? 

4. Were the first poets much respected ? 

5. When is Homer supposed to have flourished ? 

6. How were his verses preserved? 

7* Is it probable that the Iliad and Odyssey are the productions of a 
single mind ? 

8. What seems the chief design of the Iliad? 

9. Is there any thing remarkablo in the state of society described by 

Homer ? 

10. What was the principal effect produced by the Homeric poems ? 

11. What is the character of Hesiod’s works ? 

12. When were ode and satire introduced? 

13. What proves the severity of the satires of Archilochus ? 

1 4. How did the lyrists of the Asiatic Greeks differ from their Europeu 
brethren ? 

16. What is the character of Pindar? 

16, For what are the odes of Anacreon remarkable ? 

17. How long did the age of the lyric poets continue ? 


SECTION II. 

The Dramatic Poets^, 


Thespis, the father of dramatic art, ^ 

Display’d his actors in a homely cart Mason. 


I. Ruj’tioa, f. peaiants. . 6. Tloli^iltiidea, t. ohangeB. 

a. lln^tagB, I. thr gathering of the I 7. Fartl'clpate, o. ihare. 

grapes to make wine. | 12. Lav'iih, i . waita, iitzaTagcntty. 

1. The love of imitation, which is bo notunl to 
has made dramatic entertaimnents popular in almost e ve r y 
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country. In their ori^, they ai'e usually found to be 
nothing' more than the extempore eflusions of I'ustics as- 
sembled on a holiday, but as civilization advances, this 
rude entertainment is refined and improved, until at length 
it becomes an essential part of the national literature. 2. 
The very names Tragedy (the song of the goat), and Co- 
medy (the song of the village), sufficiently indicate the 
meanness of their origin; let us then see by what gradual 
process the former became the means of describing the 
exploits of kings and heroes, while the latter usurped the 
place of the satirical lyric, in lashing the vices and ridi- 
culing the follies of mankind. ^ 

3 . The season of the vintage was, in ancient Greece, the 
time of greatest festivity; this lively people then gave 
themselves up to the gratification of their favourite propen- 
sities, the exercise of their sensibility and the amusement 
of their fancy. The foimer object was attained by the 
recitation of some rhapsody, relating the life and adventures 
of some %vourite hero ; the latter was effected by humor- 
ous songs* in which allusions to the characters of some of 
the spectators were introduced, in order to create a laugh. 
A goat, as the destroyer of vines, was considered the most 
appropriate sacrifice to the god of wine, and was therefore 
proposed as a prize to the different rhapsodists ; henc5e 
their recitations, whether serious or humorous, were called 
by the common name of Tragedy. 4 . The rhapsodists 
soon began to introduce the j^j^^aces of action, and to iden- 
tify themselves with the characters they described ; this 
added considerably to the effect of their recitations, and 
would naturally suggest the idea^ of a dialogue. In these 
exhibitions some for surpassed others, that their fame 
spread into the neighbouring VillageB, and they were in- 
vited to gratify them also by a display of their talents. 
Thes'pis invented a moveable stage, ftted up like a wag- 
gon, which conveyed these reciters from place to place, 
imd as ’ additLanal improvements were suggested by expe- 
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rience the rude outline of the regular drama was soon 
formed. The distance from the first rude stage, to the 
subsequent magnificence of the Greek theatre, is very great ; 
we cannot however trace the progress of improvement. 
But in the age of Pericles, a theatre was a stupendous 
edifice open to the sky, having rows of stone seats, ascend- 
ing gradually, that could accommodate thousands of spec- 
tators. 



A. The Orchestra, where dancers Bxhi> C The stage, behind which Is a back- 
bited. stage, for mute characters, tha 

B The Thymele or altar of Bacchus, doors for exit and entrance, &c. 

dramatic entertainmentB beingsa- 
crcd to that god. 


5. The Persian invasion roused all the energies of the 
Grecian nation, and called forth a display of talent, cou- 
rage, and patriotism, that has never bjen paralleled. It i» 
at such a time when the minds of men are filled with sub- 
lime feelings, from the contemplation of heroic deecb^ 
that the lofty outpourings of genius are most frequentljr 
displayed, .^s'chylus had witnessed that brilliant seriei 
of events which terminated in the destruption of the* 
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Pereian invaders ; and came to his task of perfecting the 
drama with a mtnd filled up with ideas of grandeur and 
honour. 6. The overthrow of potent dynasties, by means 
apparently ineignificant, the mysterious struggle between 
human agency and the powers of destiny, the ^wildest 
vicigsitvdes of fortune, are the poet’s favourite themes ; they 
appear the most suitable to his gigantic imagination, and 
they were naturally sugg^ed by the wondrous events which 
he had witnessed, and the scenes in which he had acted a 
distinguished part. How far the drama had been improved 
by Thespis it is impossible to discover, but to iEs'chylua 
it indisputably owes its perfection. He is in every sense 
the first of Greek tragedians, and even in the closet his 
works leave an impression on the mind, which cannot be 
eflfaced. 

7. The character of Soph'ocles was of a softer and 
milder cast than that of ^s^chylus. He flourished too at a 
time when the dangers to which the state had been exposed 
were fast fading from the memory, and when the dread of 
the Fersiaft power had subsided. His principal aim was 
to excite the pity of the audience, and few authors have 
been more sacceasfal in raising this emotion. The exag- 
g^tions of iEs'chylus, almost bordering on extravagance, 
filled the soul with wonder and awe, but failed to engage 
the sympathie^nf our nariire; to Boph^odes the honour 
is due of bringing dramatic literature down to a level with 
our feelings, and making us jjfiiiidpate in llie emotions of 
the several characters which he pourtrays. 

8. An ancient critic has described the diflference between 
Soph'ocles and Euripfdes in brief, but accurate terms^ 
“ The forawr,” say», he, ** pourtrays men as the^ought to 

the latter u they sre.*' Eoriprdes aimed at uniting the 
character of a poet and moral philosopher; he hftd been 
the pupd of Soc'ntes, and has intFodnced ma^y of Ihe 
precepts of that celebrated sage in his tragedies. The 
oompliment paid by the Stdliana to his verses has been 
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already mentioned in the * history of the Syracusan war, 
and it may be added that no Grecian tragedian is so fre- 
quently quoted by modern writers. 9. The greatest im- 
provement which Euripides effected, was in the choral odea, 
which he connected more closely with the action of th« 
drama than his predecessors had done. 

10. The chorus being the most remarkable distinction 
between the ancient and modem drama, a brief descrip- 
tion of its nature and character is necessary, in order that 
the reader may be able to form correct notions of ancient 
theatrical entertainments. The ancient tragedies were 
founded on a single continuous action, rather than on a 
series of events tending to one great end. They preserved 
what are called the dramatic unities of time and place, 
that is, the scene never changed during the entire play, 
and the time occupied by all the occurrences described 
was not supposed to exceed that occupied in the represen- 
tation. As the Greeks spent a great *part of their time in 
places of pubjjc resort, the scene of the drama was usually 
laid in the pm^ico of some public building, or in one oi 
the ordinary places of assembly. In such a place, groups 
of citiiens would naturally be assembled, who were likely 
to feel an interest in the great event represented as going 
forward. 11. The Greek tragedians fiingld these sup- 
posed spectators into a chorus, and exhibito^hem approv- 
ing or condemning in song the motives and conduct of the 
principal actors. Between the acts they siShg and danced, 
pourtraying vividly by their words and gestures the feelings 
which the occurrences of the drama were supposed to have 
suggested. Thus the entire representation formed one 
continuous spectacle, and the minds of the spectators were 
never permitted to be diverted from the action of the play 
for a single instant. 

12. The theatrical representationi at Athens fbnned 


1 Chap. lx. Sect. V 
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pnrt of the national 'worship of Bacchus, and were con- 
ducted on a mag-nificent scale, at the public expense. 
Unfortunately the pleasure that the people took in these 
shows, induced them to lavish on their preparation the 
treasures intended for the defence of the state, 

13. While tragedy was thus arriving at the summit of 
perfection, the sister art of comedy was acquiring equal 
triumphs, by the successful exertions of Eu^polis, Crati'nus, 
and Aristoph'anes. The ancient comedy of the Athenians 
however, resembled nothing in the range of modem lite- 
rature ; it was an extravagant burlesque, in which living 
persons were introduced by their real names, and held up 
to the ridicule of the audience. From the lash of the 
oomic satirist nothing was safe ; gods and heroes, states- 
man and philosopher, the favourite of the nobility, and 
the idol of the mob, the general in public life, and the 
private gentleman in retirement, were all in their turn ridi- 
culed with persevering severityf 14. At length the excesses 
of the dramatist became so great, that it '^as necessary 
to check their licentiousness j they were prohibited from 
introducing real characters, and therefore had recourse to 
fictitious personages. The change was probably gradual, 
but it was soon complete, for after the death of Aristo- 
phanes, the Athenian comedy lost all its satirical character, 
and became similar to that which is witnessed on the 
modem stage. 


Questions. 

1. Why are theatrical amuBements bo popular? 

2. What proves the mean origin of the drama ? 

3. From what circumstance did Tragedy derive its name ? 

4. How did the sports the vintage lead to the invention of the 

drama 7 

6. At what time did ^schylus flourish 7 

6. What is the character of his writings f 

7 ‘ What is the character of Sophocles as a dramatist 7 

B. How does Euripides differ from the two preceding tragedians 7 

C. Did he introduce nny lraprovemi»nt I 
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10. What was the general character of ancient tragedies ? 

11. How was the chorus introduced ? 

12. Did the Athenians waste the public treasures in idle shows ? 

13. What was the general character of ancient comedy ! 

14. Why was the character of comedy changed ? 


SECTION in. 

The Greek Historians and Orators. 

In ancient story, the rich fruits unite 
Of civil wisdom and sublime delight. 

Haylet* 


1. Cnmpi'led, part, put tof^ether. 21. EfTern'lnate, adj, weak, womanlike, 

4. Dl'alect, s. a variety of language. 23. Rhetori'claus, i. teachers ofrhetoric. 

13. Dem'agoguc, ». the leader of a mob. 26. Pan egyr'ical, odj. delivered in pralM 
Organlza'tion. s. the structure of the of some person, nation, or insti- 

human frame. tutlon. 

16. Le'gal, adj. connected with the law. 

1 . The earliest records of jaations are usually found to he 
popular ballads, reciting the virtues and exploits of some 
favourite hero ; to these succeed annals detailing the most 
important transactions of each year, compiled by priests 
or magistrates. As civilization advances, the desire of be- 
nefiting by the experience of the past increases ; men 
soon discover that the traditionary songs are disfigured by 
fiction, and that the works of the annalists are meagre and 
unsatisfactory ; the attempt is soon made to combine ac- 
curacy of facts with elegance of style, and history thus 
attains the dignity of an ait. 2. Herod'otus, though not 
the first Grecian writer of history, was the first who proT 
duced an historfcol work worthy of being transmitted to 
posterity. He was a native of Halicamas'sus in the Graeco- 
Asiatic colonies, and was compelled to leave his country 
in consequence of political disputes. Having spent the 
early part of his life in travelling, he returned home, hav- 
ing his mind stored with valuable information ; but he was 
again driven into exile, and forced to seek a refuge from 
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the resentment of his countrymen in Greece. 3. The me- 
morable Persian invasion had just been defeated, and no 
nobler, nor more popular theme could be selected by any 
historian, than to record the particulars of that ^eat 
event. To this task Herod'otus devoted himself with ^eat 
zeal; he interwove with his narrative aU the information 
that he had collected respecting the Egyptians, Scythians, 
Persians, and other Asiatic nations ; the whole wels divided 
into nine books named after the nine muses, lliis great 
work was read publicly at the Olympic games (B, C. 445.) 
amidst the most rapturous applause, and was soon after 
repeated with equal success at the Athenian festivals. 
4. Simplicity and elegance aie the chief characteristics of 
this historian’s style ; he writes in the pure Ionic dialect, 
the richest and softest of all the varieties of the Grecian 
tongue. In general he is a very faithful recorder of facts, 
and may be implicitly trusted, when he states any thing 
on his own authority, but he possessed no small share 
of credulity, and has consequently inserted many absurd 
fables, derived from other sources. Herodotus is fre- 
quently called the father of history, and owes the name 
as much to his merits, as his antiquity ; he is usually 
said to hold the same rank Eimong historians, that Ho'mer 
does among the poets, and Demos'thenes among the 
orators. 

5. At one of the public recitations of his history, the 
notice of Herod'otus wus attracted by a young lad, who 
was aflfiscted to tears by the beauty of the narrative. 
Sudi gratifying homage induced him to seek the youth’s 
acquaintance, and he discovered in him such talent and 
sensibility, eu 9 persuaded him that he had found a successor. 
Hiucydldes, who had shown such sensibility at this early 
age, was descended from an illustrious Athenian family, 
that had already produced many warriors and statesmen ; 
he was himself educated for public life, Emd held an im- 
portant oonunacnd in tha Athenian emmy, during the first 
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Peloponnesian war. 6. He was driven into exile by the 
faction of Cle^on, and employed himself during hia ba- 
nishment in writing the history of the great struggle, 
in which he had borne a part. The fame of this his- 
tory has increased with its age, for the writer, in ad- 
dition to his predecessor’s powers of description, possesses 
great political wisdom, and a practical knowledge (rf 
state afikirs. 7. The work is written in the Attic dialect, 
and in a nervous einimated style ; the descriptions are 
very concke and vigorous, the sentiments truly noble, 
and the reflections interspersed through the narrative 
equally ingenious and judicious. The impartiality of 
Thucyd'ides deserves the highest praise ; he nowhere 
betrays the least resentment against his countrymen or 
the faction of Cleon, by which he had been driven into 
banishment. He faithfully details the virtues and the 
crimes which the intestine wars of Greece displayed, 
aj^ if, as some complain, the darker traits predomi- 
nate, let it be remembered that the Peloponnesian par- 
took largely of the character of civil wars. The great 
fault of Thucyd'ides is his distribution of the work into 
summers and winters, paying more regard to unity of time 
than unity of action ; the reader is thus prevented from 
immediately tracing the progress of events, and is hurried 
from place to place, with a rapidity that naturally pro- 
duces confusion. 8. The greatest compliment ever paid 
to any historian, was that which Demos'thenes bestowed 
on this writer. The illustrious orator was so deeply im- 
pressed with the merits of Thucyd'ides, that he transcribed 
his work eight times, and had read it so frequently that 
he could repeat the greater part by rote. The history of 
Thucyd'ides terminates with the twenty-first year of the 
war ; continuations were written by Theopom'puB and 
Xen'opbon. 

9. Xen'opbon equally distinguished himself u a philo- 
sopher, a general, and an historiam In hia oaiiy life he 
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attracted the attention of Soc'rates, and was instructed by 
that sage in all the duties of public and private hfe. The 
iniquitous rebellion of the younger Cyprus against his 
brother Artaier'xes led to the celebrated expedition of 
the younger Cy'rus, in which Xen'ophon acted a very 
conspicuous part. Love of glory rather than desire of 
pay and plunder, induced him to join in a war, utterly 
indefensible on any moral ground, and forbidden by 
the laws of his country, then in alliance with Ai’ta- 
xerxes. 10. Xenophon’s first work was the history of 
this expedition, written with a minuteness and accu- 
racy not very usual amongst the ancients. Sentence 
of banishment was pronounced against him, during his 
absence, and on his return he was indebted to the 
patronage of the Lacedeemonians for a place of refuge. 
In this retirement he wrote the Life of Cyrus, which 
is a species of historical romance ; the Memorables of 
Socrates, the most interesting record of thAt philosopher's 
life ; and a continuation of the great history of Thu- 
cydides. 11. The style of Xen'ophon is above all praise, 
hut his fidelity in the last-named work is more than 
suspicious ; he is everywhere the advocate of the Spar- 
tans, and attempts to raise the perfidious Agesila'ue into 
the character of a perfect hero. His violent pr^udices 
in favour of aristocratic governments are everywhei’e 
apparent, and he scruples not to attack his native land 
unjustly, on account of the popular form of its con- 
iHtution. 

12. Having thus briefly noticed the three greatest Gre- 
cian historians, we must turn to the orators, whose 
triumphs of genius are still more remarkable. The Athe- 
nians possessing a form of government, which has been 
aptly enough termed the “ extreme of democracy,” were 
naturally the first to cultivate public speaking. The 
entire administration of the affairs of government be- 
longed to the general assembly of the people, and there 
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no more certain road to fame and fortune than 
the conciliation of their favour by the charms 0 / elo- 
quence. 13. But the Athenian populace were not a mere 
mob, whom fluent nonsense would captivate, or who 
w’ould prefer the brawling demagogue to the polished 
statesman. They possessed a finer and more delicate 
organization than the inhabitants of more northern cli- 
mates ; their musical taste was cultivated, and their per- 
ception of the beauties of style strengthened, by the 
musical and literary contests at the public festivals ; the 
more laborious employments being filled by slaves, allowed 
the citizens leisure to attend to affairs of state, and 
■we have several vei*y amusing descriptions in the comic 
WTiters, of the absolute rage for legislation which per- 
vaded all classes in Athens, There was, therefore, to 
use a commercial phrase, ** a great demand for orators in 
the market, and consequently there was a corresponding 
supply." 

14. Per^icles was the first great Athenian orator, as 
well as the greatest Athenian statesman ; his style of 
speaking, and in some measure his general character, 
resembled that of the late Mr. Canning, who has been 
frequently compared to him by modern writers. The 
power that he possessed in Athens was entirely owing 
to his splendid abilities, but he died too soon for his 
own fame and for his country’s prosperity. The funeral 
oration which he delivered over those who fell at Nisee'a, 
has been reported by Thucyd'ideg in his own peci4jpr 
style, and therefore cannot be quoted as a specimen, 
but it probably contains the substance of what he really 
did say, and may serve to give us some remote con- 
ception of those powers, which wielded at will the fierce 
democracy." 

15. We have already shown how vastly inferior Alci- 
biades was to his illustrious uncle, though he seemed 
destined by fortune to play a similar part. But his feme 
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ajB a statesnian and orator is so very tri£ing* that there 
is no necessity to dwell on it here, and we can only 
refer to the history of his life, already detailed, for an 
account of the lamentable effect produced by intellectual 
power, when destitute of the guidance of moral principle, 
and the evils caused by misdirected talent, and misapplied 
industry. 

16. The orations of Lys'ias and Iss^us are specimens of 
Grecian legal oratory, rather than of public eloquence. 
They are both distinguished by the elegance of their style, 
and the harmony of their sentences j the former is the more 
simple, the latter the more energetic ; but the time in 
which they flourished, at the close of the Peloponnesian 
wars, was not favourable to the development of oratorical 
powers. 

17. It has been said by an ancient philosopher, that 
" great occasions produce great men.'' The most im- 
portant crisis in Grecian history, was the commence- 
ment of the great struggle between the supremacy of 
Macedon, and the freedom of Greece. The coming 
events were casting their shadows before after the 
sword was once drawn, the contest could be decided 
only by the general and the soldier ; ut there was a 
previous interval of feverish excitement, which called 
for the anxiety of the patriot, and the wisdom of the 
statesman. It was at this important crisis that De- 
mos'thenes appeared, and endeavoured to rouse his coun- 
trymen to a sense of their impending danger, and to 
stimulate them to the exertions by which alone their 
min could be averted. IB. His career els a statesman and 
politician, has been already related in the former part 
of this history, and it only now remains to consider 
him as an orator. The principal characteristic of the 
public orations of Demosthenes is vehemence ; the reader 
is hurried on with irresistible force by a succession of 
glowing sentimenU and fervid appeals to his feelings. 
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which convey deeper conviction than an ingenious chain 
of reaeoningB. 19. It was not, indeed, the business 
of Demosthenes to argue, in the ordinary sense of the 
word, because the Athenians were already convinced of 
the truths which he wished to impress; the dangerous 
ambition of Philip was as notorious as the existence 
of the sun, and the necessity of making vigorous ef- 
forts to preserve the independence, and maintain the 
freedom of Athens, was as well known as the neces- 
sity of taking nourishment to support life ; but the people 
who so readily made such acknowledgments, were not 
the less inclined to view their enemy's career without 
an effort to check and control him. Those who as- 
sent to the truth of an orator’s principles, and acknow- 
ledge the rationality of his system, are not always the 
most ready to follow his advice ; they suffer passion 
or sloth to overcome the dictates of reason ; they see 
the best, but they still pursue the worst, because they 
have not sufficient energy to encounter the difficulties 
which beset the path of rectitude. Such auditors are 
the most discouraging to a patriotic orator, because, 
though their applause may cheer him, and the warmest 
approbation be bestowed on every sentence, yet he soon 
learns, by bitter experience, that aU this enthusiasm will 
pass away like a summer- cloud ; they hear, they admire, 
they applaud, and they forget. Such was the character of 
the audience which Demosthenes had to address, and 
hence arises that strength, almost amounting to violence, 
which characterizes his appeals ; he succeeded in rous- 
ing his countrymen when it was too late ; but the 
patriotic and fervid harangues which he delivered, con- 
tain lessons applicable [to every age and every nation, 
and wiU be valued by the remotest posterity, as the 
outpourings of sublime genius, warm feeling, and honest 
principle. 

The age of Demosthenes was fruitful in orators, brought 
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forward by the busy excitement of the time. The speechei 
of the greater part have been lost to posterity, but tha 
historians enable us to form some judgment of their cha- 
racters. 20, Dem'ades was originally a common sailor, 
poBseBsing strong natural powers, which, however, were 
unpolished by education, and unregulated by moral prin- 
ciple. In private life, his habits were co.arse and brutal, 
and his eloquence was also tinctured with these qualities, 
but his rude blimtness many times produced a greater effect 
in the public assemblies than the polished elegance of more 
refined speakers, 

21. Hyper^ides was a speaker of quite an opposite 
cast ; he possessed an exquisite taste, a delicate sense 
of harmony, and a richly cultivated mind : but exces- 
sive refinement is often more injurious than the total 
want of cultivation ; his delicate sensibility rendered him 
timid and effeminate ; he had not sufficient energy and 
daring to encounter the storms of the public assemblies, 
but at the law courts he was an able and pleasing ad- 
vocate. 

22. Phoc''ion and Lycur'gus seem to have owed their 
influence rather to their virtuous characters than their 
oratorical abilities. They were always heard with respect, 
because it was known that they always spoke from con- 
scientious conviction, and they were consequently more 
valued as statesmen than admired as orators. 

23. Dinar'chus is only known as the accuser of De- 
mos'thenes, on the charge of having received a bribe 
from the fugitive Har'palus, to engage the Athenians to 
protect him from the vengeance of Alexander. The truth 
of the charge is very doubtful, but it is urged in the in- 
vective of Dinar'chus with great art and spirit. The vi- 
rulence and violence of the attack, however, detract greatly 
from the merits of the oration. 

24. iEs'chines was a much more formidable rival of 
Demos'thenes; be wmts, indeed the boldness and vehe- 
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mence of his opponent, but his style is more raried and 
ornamented. To use the quaint illustration of Quine- 
til'ian, "^a'chines has more flesh and muscle, Demoa'- 
thenes more bone and sinew.” His style is flowing and 
harmonious, his periods exquisitely polished, and his ridi- 
cule very spirited and graceful. At any other period he 
would probably have obtained the highest eminence, but he 
WEIS borne down by the superior talents of his illustrious 
opponent, -^s'chines was the avowed partisan of Phillip, 
though at first one of his most vigorous opponents. This 
desertion of the patriotic party rendered him unpopular, 
and induced him to cultivate the favour of his audience 
by rhetorical artifices, rather than noble sentiments, which, 
indeed, he sometimes pretended to ridicule, as forced and 
affected. 

25, With the destruction of the popular forms of go- 
vernment, terminated the list of Grecian orators. They 
were succeeded by the rhetoricians, who introduced an 
artificial and florid style of speaking, calculated rather to 
please the fancy than animate the heart, or convince the 
judgment. 26. Even before the commencement of De- 
mosthenes’ career, Isoctates had set the example of pre- 
paring orations, designed as specimens, of elegant compo- 
sition, and having no reference to public affairs. His pa- 
negyrical orations are remarkable for* their simplicity and 
dignity, but they want the life and vigour which the ne- 
cessity of delivering them in public could alone supply. 
Ck)mpared with the speeches of Demosthenes, they are lik^ 
a statue of Hercules contrasted with the living hero ; they 
possess all the features, and all the symmetry of eloquence, 
but they are dead, cold, and unimpassioned. 

27, The Athenian schools of eloquence continued to 
flourish under the direction of the rhetoricians, until a 
very late period. Thither the young Roman nobils^ 
flocked to receive instruction, and on their return home, 
introduced the Grecian oratory into Liutium. It was nat» 

u 
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however, poasible for any teacher to communicate the 
powers and skill of Demosthenes; instead of his severe 
and nervous stylei the J^atins adopted the florid ornamen- 
tal eloquence which is commonly named the Asiatic style, 
and which, as has been already mentioned, came into favour 
after the decline of Grecian freedom. 


Questions^ 

1 . What is the usual commencement of national history ? 

2. Who was Herodotus ? 

3. On what subject did he write 7 

4. What is the character of his history 7 

6. How did Thucydides attract the notice of Herodotus ? 

6, Of what period did Thucydides write his history ? 

7> What is the character of his work ? 

8. How did Demosthenes show his admiration of Thucydides ? 

9. Who was Xenophon ? 

10. What histories did he write 7 

11. For what are his compositions remarkable? 

12. Why was oratory so extensively cultivated by the Athenians ? 

13 . From what cause were the Athenians made remarkable for their 

good taste in eloquence 7 

14. What was the character of Pericles as an orator 7 

15. Was Alcibiades as honourably distinguished as his uncle t 

16. What are the characters of Lysias and Iseeus 7 

17 . What great crisis roused the energies of Demosthenes 7 
IB. For what are bis orations chiefly remarkable 7 

19. What WEIS the character of his audience 7 

20. Who' was Demadea ? 

SI. For what was Hyperides remarkable? 

22. How did Phocion and Lycurgus icquire influence in the assemblies 
of the people ? 

28. What is known of Dinarchus 7 
2^ What was the character of iEschines 7 

25. Did any change take place in Grecian oratory after the liberties of 
tke people were doitroyed 7 
SR What was the character of Isocrates 7 
S7. What style of eloquence was taught in the Athenian schools t 
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SECTION IV. 
Science and the Fine Arte. 


There Art and Science, in perfection thronedi 
Shot rays that yet the gloom of age defy. 

R, Montodmery, 


2. Perlod'lcal, adj. occurriiig at stated 
times, 

Inunda'tion, t. an overflowing of 
water. 

e. Phya'icB, s. natural philosophy. 


AlTegory, t. truth conveyed under 
the appeturancB of fiction. 

9. Curvilln'ear, adj. bounded by curved 
lines. 

13. Plas'tlo, adj. Imitating forms. 


1. It has been remarked, with some justice, that ''the 
Greeks, though* giants in the fine arts, were pigmies in 
the exact scienceB.” The lively and fanciful disposition 
of the nation indisposed them to that patient research, 
and careftJ observation, which is absolutely necessary for 
making scientific discoveries. It is not therefore remark- 
able, that the best Grecian writers on scientific subjects 
were generally natives of the commercial colonies ; the 
regularity of habits that prevails in every trading population 
prepared the mind for dole investigation, and prevented 
that distraction of thought which is at once a cause and a 
consequence of the cultivation of elegant literature. 2. The 
Chaldse'ans and Egyptians were the first nations of anti- 
quity that cultivated science. The former, while tencbig 
their flocks by night, were soon accustomed to note tie 
appearances of the heavenly bodies^ and thue, in 
of time, they collected the elements of the fitet tnde ayfti^ 
of astronomy. The fertility of Egypt depending on the 
EOinual overflowings of the Nile, the attention of the in- 
habitants was soon attracted to the celestial signs that 
marked the changes of the seasons^ and predicted the 
u 2 
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approach of the periodical inundation, 3. They accord- 
ingly extended the observations of the Chaldseans, and 
greatly improved the science, by which their rustic labours 
were regulated. The waters on these occasions effaced 
the land-marks, which determined the boundaries of es- 
tates, and the consequent confusion which ensued after 
the inundation had subsided, induced them to search for 
some means by which the extent of each person*s posses- 
sions might be ascertained, This gave rise to the invention 
of Greometry, which as the name implies, was originally 
limited to the measurement of the earth, but soon became 
the science which explains the properties and relations of 
figured space'. 

4. Tha'les, a native of Mile'tus in the Asiatic colonies, 
was the first who introduced the sciences of the East into 
Greece. He first taught the true shape of the earth, ex- 
plained the nature of eclipses, and accurately foretold one 
solar eclipse. He first divided the heavens into five zones, 
and recommended the division of the year into 365 days, 
which he had learned from the Egyptians. He died 548 
B. C. 5. The Ionic school of philosophy which he founded, 
was remarkable for the cultivation of the mathematical 
sciences ; Anaximan'der, his successor, was the first that 
constructed globes and maps, and Meton discovered the 
cycle of nineteen years, called after his name, when the 
courses of the'SiHi and moon again begin from the same 
point of the heavens. The true system of the universe is 
Aupposed to have been originally taught in the Ionic school, 
but from its apparent inconsistency with the evidence of 
the senses it was subsequently rejected. 

Fythag'oras was the most remarkable, perhaps, of all 
die ancient philoBophenf^ his moral and theological opi- 
niona will be better discussed in the next chapter, here we 
have only to regard his acquirements in mathematics and 


> It ii 4eriTed from the eurth, and /lerpnif, to measure, 
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physics. In search of knowledge, he travelled into the 
remotest parts of the East, and brought from thence 
new acquisitions to the sciences of geometry and arith- 
metic. Unfortunately he introduced with these that love* 
of mystery and allegory for which the Asiatic nations are 
so remarkable, and the superstitious belief in the virtue of 
certain numbers, which has not yet quite disappeared from 
the world. He was the first that formed the sciences of 
numbers and music, and he is said to have discovered that 
useful property of a right-angled triangle which is deve- 
loped in the forty-seventh proposition of the first book of 
Euclid. He died at Metapon'tum, in the south of Italy, 
about 497 B. C. 

7. Pla'to, the celebrated disciple of Socrates, was the next 
that made any great improvement in mathematical science. 
He is said to have invented the analytic method, which 
determines the truth or falsehood of a proposition, by 
ascertaining the truth or falsehood of its consequenceB. 
If these consequences be known truths, we cai^ demon- 
strate the original proposition, by reversing the process ; 
but if the result be falsehood, it is manifest that the ori- 
ginal proposition must have been false. The application 
of this method to geometry, led to the discovery of the 
properties of the conic sections. But notwithstanding the 
advances made in geometry by Plato and his followers,, 
they did little to advance natural philosophy. They were 
careless observers of nature, and looked on geometry more 
as a subject for speculation, than as a means of developing 
and explaining the system of the universe. 

8. Alexan'dria^ in Egypt, became the most famoua seat 
of science, soon after its foundation. The first Ftdemy 
invited thither the most leamc4,rmen from every country, 
and treated them with the greatest kindness. Eu^clid, the 
celebrated author of the Elements of Geometry, which 
even at the present day are considered the best introdoe- 
tion to that science, was one of the first philosophers that 

u 3 
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taught in Akxandna ; hi conBequenoe of the Biq>erk)r 
merits of EuoU^ aad his BuccefiBore, Alexandria long 
contkiued to 1 k^ the pre-eminence in the mathematical 
bcieaces. 

9. llie appHoation of geometry to the physical sciences 
appears first to have been made by Arohime^dea, a native 
of Sicily. He raised mechanics to the dignity of a science, 
and by his skill as an engineer long defended Syracuse 
against the powers of Rome. It would be impossible in 
our narrow limits to enumerate aU the discoveries of Archi- 
me^des in geometry and mechanism ; suffice it to say, that 
he first investigated with success the properties of curvili- 
neiar figures and solids, and that he discovered some of 
tile most important facts connected with the immersion of 
bodies in fiuids. 

10. The Alexandrian school produced about this time 
two philosophers worthy of being contemporary with Archi- 
me^idcs. Thjse were Eratos'thenee, who first attempted to 
measure the circumference of the eaijh, by ascertaining 
the distance and difference of latitude between two places 
on the same meridian ; and ApoUo'nius, whose treatise on 
Conic Seotiona is still deservedly esteemed. 

11. In later ages the Alexandrian school produced Hip- 
par'chus, who first made a catalogue of the stars, Ptoremy, 
the author of that system of the universe which was gene- 
rally adopted till within the last two centuries, and Dio- 
phan'tus, the inventor of Algebra. 

12. In this brief enumeration, the name of Aristotle 

has been omitted, because the chajEu^ter of a man whose 
authority waa implicitly acknowledged for nearly two thou- 
sand years, as supreme ip the learned world, ought not to 
be hurried over in a brief paragraph. After having at- 
tended the lectures of several years at A&ens, 

be was selected by Fhili^H^uperintend the education of 
Alexander, and discharged his duty with bo much ability, 
that through life he retained the confidence and affec- 
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tion of his royal pupil. Discrimination, and a love of ar- 
rangement, appear to have been the principal characteria- 
tics of his mind, and hence we find him more frequently 
employed in forming knowledge, already acquired, into a 
regular and orderly system, then adding to the stock of 
information by new discoveries. His literary ambition 
knew no bounds, he aspired to embrace the whole circle 
of the arts and sciences, and to explain whatever can be 
known concerning the moral and material world. In the 
course of his inquiries, he scrupled not to encovnter 
questions passing the limits of human knowledge, and 
probably imposed on himself, as he certainly did on oth^s 
by giving ^ new names to the difficulties, instead of solu- 
tions. But ^he formation of such systems was the very 
cause of the supremacy which he so long maintained ; 
men thought that they were acquiring knowledge, when 
they were merely increasing their stock of words ; the 
vulgar were easily deceived by the magic of ^^unds, the 
more highly valued,^as they were the less understood, and 
the professors in universities felt attached to a system 
which procured them pleasure and profit, with no other 
mental exertion than that of jnemory. In the complete 
revolution which has been since effected in the scientific 
world, Aristotle has been hurled from his throne, and 
appears to be now as unjustly depreciated, as he was once 
unwisely extolled. The causes of this change do not 
come within the range of the present history, and we must 
hmit ourselves to the attempt of forming an estimate of his 
real merits. In the mathematical sciences he was deci- 
dedly inferior to Pythag'oras and Pla'to, but he more than 
compensated for this deficiency by his superiority in logic 
and criticism. Of logic, indeed, he is sometimes called 
the inventor, because the numberless improvements whidi 

^ For instance, explaining motion, to be ** Che act of being in power 
m forth h in power.” 
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he effected made it entirely a new art. Of his critical 
worka, his essay on poetry was the most remarkable, and 
it still continues to be regarded as a valuable compendium 
of useful rules, for the guidance of the judgment in ap- 
preciating works of literature. His History of Animals 
was considered one of the most wonderful works of his 
own age, and it still merits the admiration of posterity ; 
it contained the description of many species, previously 
unknown, which Alexander had collected in his march 
through Asia. The treatises on Ethics and Politics are, 
however, the most valuable parts of Aristotle's works, and 
are among the noblest specimens of powerful intellect 
and subtle reasoning, employed on subjects of the highest 
importance and utility. Of his natural and mental, or as 
they are sometimes called, his physical and metaphysical 
philosophy, it is impossible to speak in terms of praise, 
for like the other philosophers of the period, he preferred 
indulging in vain speculations, to observing the operations 
of nature, or watching the results ^ experience. This 
is but an imperfect sketch of the literary labours of 
one who so long ruled the learned world, but it is suf- 
ficient to show, that he was the greatest philosopher, not 
only of his own, but of all preceding times, and that mo- 
dem ages have produced few worthy to contest with him 
the palm. 

13. The cultivation of the Fine Arts, like that of the 
Sciences, began in the Ionian colonies of Asia Minor, 
and were not effectively introduced into Greece, until 
after the defeat of the Persian invasion. The adminis- 
tration, indeed it might almost be called the reign, of 
Pericles at Athens, was directed to securing the perma- 
nent glory and prosperity of Athens ; the splendid edi- 
fices with which he decorated the city have been ' already 
noticed, (Introd. Chap. II.) ; and he had the satisfaction 
□f seeing their architectural beauty embellished by the 
sculptures of the celebrated Phid^ias. From the age of 
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Pericles to that of Alexander, Greece produced a num- 
ber of eminent sculptors and painters, who raised the 
plastic arts to the highest degree of eminence. The 
few fragments of their labours that have escaped the 
violence of barbarians, and the ravages of time, still 
continue to be looked upon as models of excellence, 
and have not been equalled, much less surpassed, by any 
modem artist. A catalogue of the works of Grecian art, 
and of the mere names of the artists, would be equally 
tedious and useless ; let it be sufficient to mention Phid'ias, 
whose statues of Jupiter at Olympus, and of Minerva in the 
Porth'enon at Athens, were said to inspire as much reve- 
rence as if the deities themselves had been present 


Questions, 

1. Where were the best Grecian writers on scientific subjects pro- 

duced ? 

2. What nation early cultivated science ? 

3« Why did the Egyptians pay particular attention to geometry and 
astronomy ? 

4. Did Thales communicate much knowledge to his countrymen 7 

5. For what was the Ionian school remarkable ? 

6. What improvements were made by Pythagoras 7 

7. Did Plato and his followers advance the cause of science 7 

8. How did Alexandria become a celebrated school of science 7 

9. What inventions were made by Archimedes 7 

10, Were any discoveries made by his contemporaries 7 

11. Did the Alexandrian school produce any other remarkable men f 

12. What was the character of Aristotle’s philosophy? 

13, Did the Fine Arts flourish in Greece? 
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SECTION V. 

Grecian Phihsophy. 


Philos opby consiiBts not 
In airy schemeE, or idle speculations ; 

The rule and conduct of all social life 
Is her great province. Not in lonely cells 
Obscure she lurks, but holds her heav’nly light 
To senates and to kings, to guide their councils, 

And teach them to roform and bless mankind. 

Thomson. 


2. E'thics, I. the science of morais. 
Theol'o^', the Bclsnce of divinity. 
Fa'ganlstn, i. thereupon of heathen 

nations. 

3, Sa'mns, «, an Island In the ^gean 

Bea. 

*4, “Tre-exls'tence, i. previous existence 
(under different clrcuinstances). 


8. Grada'tlona, s. de^ees. 

12. Cyra'ne, s, a city founded by a 
Grecian colony on the northern 
shores of Alirlca. 

Valid'ity, <. sufadency of argu- 
ment. 

18. Scep'tics, doubters. 


1 . ' The philosophy of the Greeks, as ot most other 
nations, began with inquiries into "the origin of the 
universe, the nature of the divinity, and the conditions of 
human existence. These investigations were at first con- 
nected with religious notions, because in the efistem coun- 
tries, from whence Greece derived the seeds of knowledge, 
all information was confined to the priesthood ; but the 
Greeks, having no hereditary religious order, soon removed 
those limitations, and philosophy, so far from being united 
with the popular religion, was frequently found its moat 
dangerous opponent. 2. The speculations of Thales and 
his followers, "of the Ionic school, were principally directed 
to scientific subjects, and seem not to have been much 
employed on ethics and theology. Nevertheless, we find, 
that Anaxag^oras, one of his followers, was banished from 

^ It would evidently be impoBsible to iUbcubb a matter of auch im- 
portance as the subject of this section, in a few pages ; all that can be 
expected, is an imperfect sketch of the effect produced by philosophy on 
the government and character of the Greeks, wjdi a brief outline of the 
opinions of the leading sects. 
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Athens, in spite of all the influence of Pericles, because 
his philosoifliical opinions -were deemed ‘ hostile to the po- 
pular creed. This was the commencement of the struggle 
between philosophy and paganiarrif which afterwards pro- 
duced the most important results. 

3. The first and greatest political philosopher was Py- 
thag^oras, whose age and history is involved in edmost 
total obscurity, but whose influence spread more widely, 
and continued longer, than that of any other petaon re- 
corded in ancient history. He fled from Sa'mos, his na- 
tive country, to avoid the tyranny of Polyc'rates, and 
after having travelled through the most remarkable coun- 
tries of the East, he finally settled at Croto'na, in southern 
Italy. There he published a system of doctrines, incul- 
cating some of the purest principles of morality, and not 
a few of the truths of Natural Theology. He brought 
with him from the East, however, that love of mystery and 
secrecy, which long distinguished the Asiatics ; the doc- 
trines which he ta\^ght in public were shrouded in obscure 
allegories ; the explanation was vouchsafed only to his im- 
mediate disciples, who formed a close and secret society. 
The subsequent persecution of the Pythagoreans caused 
the loss of their works, and it is consequently difi&cult to 
discover the real nature of many of their most impaitant 
doctrines. The strangest appears to have been their be]^ 
in Metempsyeho'sis, or transmigration of souls, which i| 
manifestly a corruption of the doctrine of the immortality 
of the souL 4. It ifl not easy to conceive, how any one 
could have believed, that he had been formerly an animal 
or another man, though some eastern secta are atiH said to 
retain the doctrine ; perhaps the entire diflBcnlty may 
resolved, by supposing that Pythag^oras simply tau^t the 

' Thia impiety appeara to hare been simply expUdnlng^ omeM nd 
prodigies flom natural causea, and the asserdoo, that the aun waa a 
globe of fire, and not a chariot driven by Apollo. The aimilar periemi- 
don of Galileo for being wiser than hia conteqiponirieB, showi ui thi 
intolerance of ignoranctin every age. 

XT 6 
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doctrine of the soul’s pre-exiatence^ and the necessity of 
its passing through successive stages of being before it 
became sufficiently pure and refined to appear in the pre- 
sence of the divinity. Such a belief has certainly prevailed 
in the East, from the remotest ages ; and such a doctrine, 
BO remote from vulgar conceptions, might easily have been 
distorted and misrepresented by tradition. 

5, The secret ' societies of the Pythagoreans soon 
usurped all authority^ the Greek cities of southern Italy ; 
they appear to have been in a great measure identified with 
the faction of the nobility, and were therefore hated by the 
partisans of democracy. In a general insurrection of the 
popular factions, they were suddenly deprived of all autho- 
rity, afid the greater part sentenced to banishment or death. 
Borne settled in Greece, but never arrived at the eminence 
which they h»d attained in the Italian states. 

6. In Greece itself, the sophists were the first who ap- 
plied philosophy to political science. They professed to 
give instructions in the arts of thinking and speaking, and 
to fit men for the management of aflfairs of state. The 
very name of sophist has been long since a term of reproach, 
because these teachers confined themselves principally to 
logic and rhetoric, and were more anxious to make their 
pupils ready debaters, than accurate reasoners. They pro- 
fessed themselves equally ready to defend truth and false- 
ho^ ; victory in disputation was the sole end of their la- 
bours, and this led to a confusion of the distinctions be- 
tween right and wrong, which produced the worst effects 
in social life. Habitual indifference to truth soon destroys 
all fsoral pii^ple, and is the prolific parent of innitmerfible 

; 7. Boi/ratefl began the opposition to the sophists ; he 
dveeted the attention of men lo the duties imposed on 
them SB men and oitizensi in the various relationt of life, 

• 

1 See Hiitori^ Miictllinyj P^rt 
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and thus led men from idle speculations about the origin 
of the universej to consider the practical rules by which 
their conduct should be regulatedi and thus laid the foun^ 
dation of moral philosophy. He formed no connected 
system, because he made , experience rather than theory 
his guide ; and hence the systems devised by his followers 
differed from each other as widely as posril^e. The cir- 
cumstanced of his death not a little contributed to the 
strengthening of his influencj^ ov^- posterity, since ho 
was generally venerated as a martyr in the cause of phi- 
losophy. 

8. Plato was the first disciple of Socrates that founded 
a school of philosophy; it was named the Academy, be- 
cause he usually gave his lectures in the grove of Acade- 
mus ^ But he also frequently led his disciples tOy the 
promontory of Sunium, and there in front of the temple of 
Minerva, with the finest natural prospect, perhaps, in the 
world before them, he discoursed on the mysteries of mind 
and matter, with unrivalled eloquence. How well suited 
the place was for the purpose will appear from the sub- 
joined view. * 



^ Sec IiiircHiuctloA, Chap. II. 15. 
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Of PU'ta'a character sus a writer, it is imposaible to give 
even an imperfect notion. '' In him the poetical character 
of Greece expressed itself philosophically. The principal 
object of inquiry among the diderent sects was, the nature 
of the highest good attainable by man, usually termed the 
sumtmmi homm. The Academics held that there were 
gf^adations in good; the chief were, the attributes of the 
mind, wisdom and virtue ; the second belonged to the body, 
such as health, beauty, and perfect senses ; the third in- 
cluded adventitious circumstances, such as riches, station, 
and glory. Without the first, they held that the latter 
would ha worthless, but they deemed them necessary ad- 
ditions to the first, in order to constitute perfect happiness. 

9. The followers of Aristotle were called Peripatetics, 
frnm/ the Pmpa'ton or public promenade in the Lyceum, 
where the philosopher delivered his lectures. Their opi- 
nions did ikot materially di^r from those of the Academics, 
except that they appear to have placed a higher value on the 
gifts of fortune. 

10. The Stoics were the first important dissenters from 

the Academy, They derived their name from the porch “ 
or piazza, under which Ze'no, their founder, delivered his 
instructionfl. They held that virtue was the only good, 
and vice the only esriL They believed that there was no 
middle course, no imfiffieeBt action, a man was either per^ 
fectly wise and vistiioiu^ or wkUly insane and depraved. 
They asserted tkrii' a wise man shnnld never sufifer his 
mind to bo affiloted fay external drcmnstances, but should 
view misfortunes, and thoae of his 

ft ioooident thte thay^thus faaaidifld 
of our naturov, owijmiMrtftated m Itenr 
iid nii i r ^le self-suffiincy. 

tei^thoir 


^ So named from irepiTraniif, to walk about 
4 oToa, a porch. 
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g^d the habits and opinions of men, and to live widely 
according to the dictates of pure reason. Acting on these 
principles, Antath^enes and Diog'enes, the founders of the 
sect, outraged decency and common sense, ' The name of 
Cynics was given them, from their simUarity to dogs in their 
snarling and slovenly habits of life, 

12 Aristip'pus of Cyre^ne, founded the sect of the 
Cyrena'ics, who ran into the opposite extreme; they held, 
that pleasure was the only good, and pain the only evih a 
principle which naturally opened the way to every speciea 
of bcentiousness# Epicu'rus indeed, who adopted the same 
principle, endeavoured to correct its dangerous tendency^ 
by adding, that virtue was the true source of pleasure, 
and vice of pain ; but his followers did not acknowledge the 
validity of the reasoning on which the second proposition 
was founded, especially as he denied the doctrine of the 
soul’s immortality, by which alone it could be reasonably 
supported. 

13. The sceptics^, of whom Pyrrho was the most 
remarkable, were seceders from the Acaidemy. They held, 
thtit every thing was equally uncertain ; some even affected 
to doubt their own existence* The new Academics, as the 
followers of Came'ades and Arces'ilaa were called, adopted 
the same principle to some extent,, and consequently intro^ 
duced again the worst doctrinea^ of the sophists. Several 
minor sects were formed fronx different modifications of 
these doctrines, which it is not nei^ssary to enumerate. 
Enough has been said, to show how imperfect were aE the 
systems devised, even by the highest ezertioxM of human 
reaso&i and the gratitude thftt we should feol ta the Antibor 
of ah Mercy, for granting us to live in an age when all 
these imperfectiona are< remedied by the superior eScaey :o| 
Revelation. 

14. Christianity, the only li^ which cm '"tha 


^ Kvwv, a ilog. 


• From i7«7rro/Mii, to.doiU)t. 
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shadows, clouds, and darkness,” that rest upon futurity, and 
solve those doubts and difficulties which unassisted reason 
attempted in vain, wels first preached in Greece by the 
apostle Paul. Itg success was rapid, for the popular reli- 
gion had sunk beneath the attacks of the philosophers, 
and no system had been substituted in its stead. The 
great mass of the people lived literally " without God in 
the world,” for they saw that the faith of their fathers was 
absurd, but knew not as yet of any better creed. Victims 
indeed still bled in the temples, and sacrifices smoked on 
the altars, but these observances were continued more from 
habit than from any belief in their efficacy — the spirit and 
fervour of devotion no longer existed. With this practical 
infidelity a violent superstition was strangely mingled ; 
new deities were introduced from Egypt, from Asia, and 
even from the barbarous tribes of Northern Europe ; but 
they still felt a distrust in these objects of their worship, 
and erected altars to thb unknown god. The preach- 
ing of Christianity produced a wonderful change ; all that 
the wisest philosophers had proposed, as the end of their 
speculations, was here offered indiscriminately ; the na- 
ture of man's dependence on his Creator, the design of 
his creation, the conditions of his future existence — ques- 
tions which the schools had almost resigned in despair, 
were explained with a simplicity and clearness that the 
weakest mind could comprehend. Converts became nu- 
merous, and in the course of his brief career the apostle 
founded several flourishing churches in the very seats of 
luxurious idolatry and haughty philosophy, Greece be- 
came a Christian country more rapidly them Italy, because 
speculations on natural theology were more faiiiiliar to its 
inhabitants; and they were consequently more disposed 
to seek remedies for the imperfections which they failed 
ii0t to disoover both i§t the philosophic and vulgar creeds. 
But, unfortunately, many carried into the new religion 
those habits of fanciful speculation which had so long in- 
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fested their philosophy. Dissatisfied with the pure sim- 
plicity of Gospel truth, they laboured to he “wise beyond 
what is written, * and mixing up some of their old theories 
with the new religion, they introduced most of those 
strange heresies which, in the two first centuries, infested 
the Christian church. The philosophers of AlexEindria took 
the lead in producing this evil; they combined the dreams 
of Plato with the simple truths of the Gospel, and produced 
systems whose absurdity seems scarce credible in our days. 
The evil spread into Western Europe, and finally produced 
the great schism between the Greek and Latin churches, 
which still contmues. It must, however, be added, that 
the Greeks, during all their miseries, and all their sufferings, 
have steadily adhered to the profession of Christianity, and 
maintained at least its outward forms, undeterred by bitter 
persecutions, unallured by the favours with which renegades 
were rewarded. 


Questions* 

1. How did Grecian philosophy differ from Asiatic ? 

2. What philosopher was accused of hostility to the popular religion? 

3. Who was Pythagoras ? 

4. Can a probable explanation be given of the Metempaychosii ? 

6. What led to the dispersion of the Pythagoreans ? 

C. What was the nature of the instruction given by the Sophists ? 

7. How did Socrates differ from former philoiopheri ? 

8. 9, 10, 11) 12, 13, What were the doctrines of the Academic*— 

Peripatetics — Stoics — Cynics — Epicureans — and Sceptics ? 

14. What was the progress of Christianity in Greece? 
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HISTORICAL NOTICES OF THE MINOR GRECUN STATES^ 
AND OF THE GRECIAN ISLANDS. 


SECTION I. 

The Minor Grecian States. 


United they had baffled every foe. 

Disjoined they fell, almost without a blow. Ryan. 


In tbe preceding history, our attention has been principally 
engaged by the two leading republics, Athens and Sparta, not 
merely on account of their superior importance, but because 
most of the minor states were engaged in their wars, and shared 
in their fortunes. But there were of course many changes and 
revolutions occurring in these states, which could not be de- 
tailed without destroying the continuity of the narrative, but 
which are of too much importance to be wholly omitted. The 
following brief summary contains the leading facts in the his^ 
tory of the several minor states in their geographical order, be- 
ginning from tbe north. 

1. The barbarous country of Thrace was eariy colonized by 
the Grecians, but more particularly by the Athenians when they 
obtained supremacy by sea, after the second Persian war. It.i 
original inhabitants were of Pelasgie descent, and made little 
or no progress in civilization. The greater part of It waa sub- 
dued by Philip, and from this country both he and Alexander 
drew some of their best troops, llie transfir of the seat of 
empire from Rome to Byzan'tium, tbe Thracian metropolis 
in a much later age, increased tbe importance of the country 
without improvmg the character of its inhabitants. It fell 
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with ita capital^ CoDstantinople, into the power of the Turksj 
A.D. 1452. 

2. Thes'saly in the heroic ages was the moat important divi- 
sion of Greece ; from its mountains the Hellenes proceeded 
into Fhocis, and from thence descending into the southern 
plains, expelled the Pelas'gi from their ancient habitations. 
(Page 66.) From the time of the Trojan war to the Dorian 
migrations (page 74.) Thessaly seems to have declined rapidly, 
but the causes of the change are unknown. The principal 
states were those of Phe'rae and Laris'sa, which were both 
cruelly oppressed by a succession of tyrannical usurpers, who 
appear to have met with no resistance from their subjects. 
About '380 years before the Christian era, Ja'son, the tyrant 
of Phe'rae, acquired so much power, that the Grecian states, 
then exhausted by long mutual wars, had reason to tremble for 
their liberty. After his assassination (page 279) the sceptre 
passed rapidly and successively into the hands of his brothers 
Polydo'rus, Pol'jqDhron, and Alexander. The last of these was 
a monster of iniquity; he was conquered by Pelop'idas (page 
281), and finally murdered by his own wife, The distracted 
state of Thessaly, after the death of Ja'son, made the country 
an easy prey to the grasping ambition of Philip : it was sub- 
dued in the early part of his reign, and thenceforward shared 
the fortunes of Macedon. 

3. Epi'rus was inhabited by several tribes, of w'hich only a 
small part could claim Hellenic origin. The Molos'si, a Gre- 
cian people, were the most powerful of the Ep'irotes, and could 
boast of having possessed the most permanent government, since 
the kings of the family of the iSac'fidae traced their descent in 
unbroken succession from Pyr'rhus, or Neoptole^mus, the son of 
Achilles. But it was not until E^ter the Peloponnesian wars 
that the Molosslan sovereigns extended their «uthority over 
the entire country; before that period the Thespro'tians, 
Ores'tians, and some others had their respective monarchs, 
and the Corinthian colony at Ambra^cia constituted an inde- 
pendent republic. The marriage of Olym'pias, the daughter 
of Neoptole'mus, seventeenth in descent from Pyr^rhus, to Phi- 
lip, king of Macedon, first connected the Epirotes with the 
Macedonians, and gave them a share in the general concerns 
of Greece. Alexander, ion of Neoptolemus, and bro- 
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ther-m-law of Alexander the Great, waa as ambitious of becom- 
ing a great conqueror as his illustrious relative in the East, 
but having invaded Italy, he was unfortunately slain in Luca'- 
nia. Pyr'rhua IL, his son and successor, inherited his father’s 
ambition, and spent his life in a series of wars, resembling 
rather the adventures of a knight- erranJ:, than the militar>' 
expeditions of a king He was at length slain in an attack 
on Argos. (Page 380.) After the death of Pyrrhus III. grand- 
son of the preceding prince, the male line of the royal family 
became extinct, and the Epirotes established a republican form 
of government, which they preserved until their subjugation 
by the Romans. (Page 396.) In the modem history of Greece, 
the Suliotes, who inhabited the mountains of Epirus, are ce- 
lebrated for their heroic resistance to the Turks, and for 
maintaining their independence until they were subdued by 
Ali Pacha, a little before the breaking out of the Greek revo- 
lution. 

4. Meg'aris has been already mentioned as having been a 
Do'rian colony, established in territories that originally formed 
part of At'tica. Little of the history of this state has been pre- 
served, but during the greater part of its existence, it was ex- 
posed to the bitter hostility of the Athenians, (Page 182.) 

5. Boeo'tia was a collection of several republican states, over 
which Thebes claimed to be paramount. The wars to which 
this claim gave rise have been already detailed in the course of 
the history. 

6. Pho'cis was first formed into a monarchy by Pho'cus, the 
leader of a colony from Corinth. About the time of the Dorian 
migration, a republican constitution was established ; the se- 
veral cities had separate jurisdictions, but the whole country 
formed but one independent state. Del'phi, and the city of 
Cris^sa, may, Iftwever, be regarded as exceptions, the former 
being subject to the control of the Amphictyons, and the ex- 
tensive commerce and consequent wealth of the latter, placing 

it above the control of the Phocian council. The Phociana . 
unfortunately insulted the national religion and national temple 
of Greece on two memorable occasions ; the first was punished 
by the destruction of their best city, and finest harbour (pagt 


^ See his life In the Historical Miscellany, Fart IL 
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114) ; the consequences of the second were still more calami- 
touBj and terminated in the overthrow of Grecian liberty. 
(Pegs 304.) 

7. Locris, at the time of the Trojan war, was governed by 
kings, but subsequently'fidopted a republican form of govern- 
ment. Little is known of the history of the Locrians, and that 
little is destitute of interest. 

6. .^tolia was inhabited by the rudest and most barbarous 
of the Hellenic tribes ; they were little better than a race of 
freebooters, who carried on their predatory excursions by land 
and sea. In the fabulous history of the heroic ages, several 
^tolian princes are very conspicuous, but in the flourishing 
days of Greece the name of the country is scarcely mentioned. 
After the power of Thebes, Athens, and Sparta had been 
crushed, the iStolians, united under one head, opposed the 
Achaean league (page 381), on which the last chance of Grecian 
freedom rested, and thus caused the series of wars which termi- 
nated by making the Romans supreme masters of Greece. 

9. Acarnania appears in the heroic ages to have been, at least 
partially, subject to the kings of Ithaca. When it obtained 
independence, and what were the peculiarities of the republi- 
can constitutions established in its several cities, are wholly 
unknown. Stra'tus and the Amphilocbian Ar'gos were the 
most important states. The latter was allied to the Athenians 
in the Peloponnesian war, and aided Demoe^thenes in his ex- 
pedition against the iCto'lians and Ambra'ciots. (Page 193.) 

10. Arcadia, in the Peloponnesus, was considered by its in- 
habitants as the most ancient of the Grecian states. After the 
death of Aristoc'rates in the Messenion war (page 102), the 
country became divided into as many petty principalities as 
there were cities ; in a very short time they all adopted repub- 
lican constitutions of a more democratic kind was usual 
in Southern Greece. The strength of the nation was wasted 
in continual wars between the petty states, which could never 
be bronght to unite in a general confederacy. 

11. Argolis in the heroic ages was the leading state of the 
Peloponnesne, but subsequently lost its pre-eminenee. The 
furindpal events in which the Argives were ooneerned have 
been already mentioned in the course of the history. 

12 Corinth ai we hove already Men> {dayed a conspicuous 
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part in the general tranaactionfl recorded in Grecian history. 
The constitution of the state after the expulsion of the kings 
was ariatocratical ; but the nobles, like the Venetians in mo- 
dem times, generally engaged in trade. The extensive com- 
merce, and numerous colonies of CJorinth, made it formidable as 
a naval power, but the wars which the successive revolts of the 
colonies produced, proved destructive of the prosperity of the 
parent state. The capture of Corinth by Mummius (page 397) 
made the Romans masters of Greece. 

13. The history of Sicy'on and the Achee'an states has been 
already sketched. (Page 10.) 

14. E'lis, on account of the sanctity of its soil (page 10,) was 
not exposed to any hostile attacks from the neighbouring states, 
and its inhabitants were too well contented with the happiness 
and tranquillity they enjoyed to endanger their comforts by am- 
bitious wars. The Eleans, after the abolition of royalty, were 
governed by a general council of magistrates, and by a senate ; 
the people were excluded from all share in the management of 
public affairs. 

15. Messe'nia was the happiest of the states founded by the 
Doric conquerors of Southern Greece, until the commencement 
of the unprincipled wars which subjected the country to Sparta, 
and sent the inhabitants into exile. (Page 102.) When the 
Spartans were humbled by the victories of Epaminondas, the 
Messenians recovered their independence ; but the work of the 
spoiler had been done too effectually for their ever regaining 
their former prosperity. 
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Historical Notices of the principal Grecian^Islands 
mentioned in this Work, 


'The isles of Greece, the isles of Greece^ 

Where burning Sappho loved and sung ; 

Where grew the arts of war and peace, 

Whence Delos rose and Phcebus sprung. Byhon. 


1. Corcy'ra, in the Homeric age named Phora'cia, on the west 
coast of Greece, was colonized by the Corinthians at an uncer- 
tain period ; it soon acquired independence, and rivalled the 
parent state in commerce and naval power. At the commence- 
ment of the Corcyrean war (page 180) this island was able, 
without assistance, to man a fleet of 120 sail of the line. But 
the dissensions which arose during the war between the aristo- 
cratic and democratic factions destroyed the prosperity of the 
state, and it never again recovered its former eminence. 

2. Sal'amis, in the Saronic Gulf, was originally peopled by 
the lonians. At the time of the Trojan war, it was ruled by 
Tellmcm,.' the father of A^jax and Teucer. At an uncertain 
period it was conquered by the Athenians, and retained in spite 
of the vigorous efforts of the inhabitants to regain their inde- 
pendence. (Page 107.) This island will ever be memorable for 
the total defeat of the immense fleet of Xerxes in the strait be- 
tween it and Attica. 

3. iEgi'na, also in tbe Saronic Gulf, was first colonized by 
the Epidaurians from the opposite coast of Argos. It soon 
emancipated itself from the Argive yoke, and became one of 
the most powerful Grecian states. The iEginetans were supe- 
rior to the Athenians by sea until the time of the Persian war, 
but were then subdued by Themis'tocles, (page 137) ; they ap- 
pear to have been very harshly treated by their former rivals, 
but all attempts to throw off the yoke proved abortive. The 
dijMansions between the partisans of aristocracy and democracy, 
which convulsed all Gnece, produced several civil wars in 

4 . Eubce'a, off the east coasts of At'tica and Boeo^tia, was 
divided into two states, whose capitals were Chal'cis and Ere'- 
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tria. The constitution of both was aristocraticj and the chief 
power was- entrusted to a body of nobles, called ^ Hippoh^atae, or 
knights. After the Persian war EnbcB'a became dependent upon 
Ath'ens, and supplied that state with com and other provisione, 
which could not be obtained in sufficient abundance from the 
barren soil of Att'ica. The oppression of the Athenians made 
the Euboeans anxious to regain their independence ; a dangerous 
rebellion was cmshed by Per'icles, (B. C. 446.) but the attempt 
was renewed in the second Peloponnesian war. (Page 231.) A 
knowledge of this disposition of the inhabitants induced Philip 
to invade the island, but hia efforts were defeated by the skill 
and valour of Phocion. (Page 306.) Euboe'a remained subject, 
at least nominally, to Athens, while that state retained its inde- 
pendence. 

5. Sa'mos, with a capital of the same name, in the iEge'an 
sea, was first colonized by the Lel'eges, a Carian tribe. The 
lonians next obtained possession of it, and establishld a free 
constitution, but were soon brought under the yoke of tyrants. 
Of these Polyc'rates was the most celebrated, for his abilities, 
and for the uninterrupted fiow of good fortune which he long 
continued to enjoy. It is said, that his friend and ally, Am'asi^ 
king of Egypt, terrified at such continued prosperity, advised 
him to propitiate adverse fortune, by submitting to some vo- 
luntary loss. In obedience to his admonitions, Polyc'ratei 
threw into the sea a valuable ring ; but in a few days after,' he 
received a present of a large fish, in whose belly the ring was 
found. Am'asis no sooner heard of this, than he broke off all 
intercourse with Polyc'rates, declaring that son;e great calamity 
must soon counterbalance such wondrous fortune. The pn- 
diction was justified by the event, for Polyc'rates having 
visited Magne'sia, a city of Asia Minor, was treacherousljr 
seized by the Satrap, Oroe'tes, and put to death by the most 
cruel tortures. The Samians joined their Grecian brethren in 
the war against Persia, and behaved with great gallantry. Ba'- 
mos was subjugated by the Atbeniaus, under th^ command □£ 
Pericles (page 176), ^d like the other dependencies of that re- 
public, was very harshly treated. The islanders recovered their 
independence in the general insurrection of the maritime 


* From Wttdc, a honct and flalptt, to ascend* 
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p«Bdei&cie« of Athena (p^ 291)* but were again subdued by 
Su^ttenea^ king of Poi^gamus. Augustus Caesar afterwards re- 
afeored the freedom ol Samoe^ and it did not become a Roman 
prariiice before the reign of the Emperor Vespasian. 

6. Les1>08 was one of the earliest settlementa of the Pelaa'gi, 
thefrrst inhabitants of Greece (page 60) ; it was afterwards colo- 
nized by the jEolians^ and from its situation and fertility soon 
attained considerable eminence. Alcae'us and Sap'pho were 
natives of this island, as were also Ari'on and Terpan'der. The 
inhabitants were so degraded by luxury, that they became an 
easy prey to the Athenians, whose yoke they soon found intoler- 
able. Their remarkable revolt (page 190) was, however, sup- 
pressed, and they remained in subjection until the general revolt 
of the islands. (Page 291.) 

7. The Cyc'lades were for the most part colonized by Carian 
tribes, but were afterwards subdued by Hellenic invaders of 
Ionian olid Dorian descent. De'ios, sacred to Apollo, was the 
most remarkable ,* on account of its sanctity it remained un- 
violated during the Persian war, and was made the dep6t of 
the treasures collected for the defence of Greece. Pa^ros is 
principally remarkable for its obstinate resistance to Miltiades. 
(Page 134.) Of the other islands, historians have scarcely men- 
tioned more than the name ; they all became tributary to Athens 
after the Persian war, and threw off the yoke in the general in- 
surrection already mentioned, (Page 291.) 

Crete, the largest of the Grecian islands, was colonized 
by several different tribes, called Cure'tes, Pelas'gi, Idee', Dac'- 
tyli, &c. ; with these were afterwards united several Hellenic 
tribes of Dorian and iEoUan descent. The wise institutions 
of Minos made this a happy and flourishing country even in 
the heroic ages ; but at a later period, the abolition of royalty, 
and the jealousy of the leading states, Gorti'na and Cnos'sus, 
filled the island with intestine commo Lions and bloody civil wars, 
which ceased not, until the island was E'ubduad by the Romans 
(B. C. 66.) ^ 

9 . Gy'pnis, like Crete, was inhabited'by a race of mixed 
oiigio, but contained fewer Hellenic colonies. After the Trojan 
vac, Teu^oer being expelled from home^^y bis father Tela^mon, 
led his followers into Cy'pnis, and founded a city, which bo 
caUed Sal'amin (now FmmmguM), after hii native place. The 



APPENDIX. 


m 


Phoenicians were for a long time the lords paramount of th« 
island, and monuments of their dominion still continue. The 
Egyptians next became its masters, and they were succeeded 
by the Persians, under Camby'ses, (B. C. 525.) The different 
states into which the island was divided, still retained a quali- 
fied independence, and were subject to their own monarchs. 
They even made war against the Persians on some occasions, 
and Ones'ilus, king of Sal'amis, joined in the great Ionian in- 
surrection. (Page 125.) In the subsequent wars between the 
Greeks and Persians, Cy'prus was frequently attacked by the 
former, and would probably have been subdued, but for the 
unfortunate death of Ci'mon, at the siege of Sal'amis. At a 
later period, Evag'oras II. became master of the greater part 
of the island, and would probably have succeeded in throwing 
off the yoke of Persia, had not the Spartans sacrificed the com- 
mon cause of Grecian freedom, by the disgraceful peaae of An- 
talcidas. (Page 264.) The Cyprians afterwards joined in an insur- 
rection of the Egyptians and Phoenicians, but after a desultory 
struggle, matters were settled by negotiation. The nine small 
kingdoms continued until the time of Alexander, whom they 
voluntarily joined in the siege of Tyre (page 342) ; thencefor- 
ward Cyprus became a part* of the Macedonian monarchy, and 
shared its fortunes. 

10. Rhodes was colonized originally by Asiatic tribes, and 
seems to have received but a slight mixture of the Hellenic 
stock. Its inhabitants were devoted to commerce, and did not 
often interfere in the wars of their neighbours. They were 
made tributary by Alexander, after he had subdued Asia, but 
unable to bear the cruelties of his successors, they again threw 
off the yoke, and by their naval superiority were enabled to 
maintain their independence. They were reduced under the 
power of the Romans in the time of Csesar. 

11. Cythe'ra, though a very small and barren island, was a 

place of considerable importance as a naval station in the Pe- 
loponnesian wars. It frequently changed masters, hut eventually 
remained in the pow^r of the Spartans, who justly regarded it as 
the bulwark of Laconia. In modem times, during the wars be- 
tween the Turks and Venetians, it became an important nayal 
dep6t of the latter. It never was subjected by the Turks^ and 
is now reckoned one of the seven Ionian Islands, under jthe 
dominion of Great Britain. 0 
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CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX. 


B.C. PAt3B 


2089 The kingdom of Sycion founded 6? 

1856 The kingdom of Argos established by Inachua ib, 

1616 Corinth founded by Sisyphus 26 

1556 The arrival of Cecrops in Attica, and foundation of Athens 15 

1493 Thebes founded by Cadmus, a Phoenician 25 

1250 The Argonautic expedition 69 

1225 The misfortunes of (Edipus, and the two Theban wars ... 70 

1174 The Trojan war 71 

1104 The return of the Heracleida;, and expulsion of the PelopidBc 

from Southern Greece 7i 

1044 The migration of the Ionian Colonies to Asia Minor. The 

death of Codrus ib. 

007 The probable era of Homer and Hesiod 417 

864 The Olympic Games instituted, or at least revived by 

Iphitus and Lycurgus 44 

8B0 The constitution of Sparta settled by Lycurgus, the first 

legislator in continental Greece 81 

814 The kingdom of Macedon founded by Caranus, a descendant 

of Hercules 203 

776 Corcebus obtains the victory at the Olympic Games, from 

which epoch the Olympiads are reckon^ 44 

760 The Ephori introduced into the government of Sparta, ... 83 

743 The first Messenian war began, and after continuing nine- 
teen years was terminated by the capture of Ithome ... 93 

732 Syracuse founded by a colony ftom Corinth 204 

662 The second Messenian war begins, and lasts about fourteen 

years 06 

680 The daring exploits of Aristomenes 97 

f The age of Tyrtteus and Archilochus 418 

670 < The Mesaenians take possession of Zancle, in Sicily^ and 

( change its name to Messen6 105 

624 The murder of Cylon at Athens 106 

623 Draco furnishes the Athenians with a code of laws 107 

694 Salainis recovered by the Athenians — Legislation of Solon, ib. 
690 About this time the first Sacred war broke out, and ended 

with the destruction of Crissa and Cirrha 1B4 

684 Death of Thales, the first great philosopher of Greece.. .. 430 
560 The usurpation of Teisistratus 117 


535 The first tragedy acted at Athens on the wamn of Thespia 4S0 
626 Learning encouraged at Athens by Um Felfutrttidfa IHI 
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610 The expulsion of Hippias from Athens, and the establish- 
ment of a democracy by Cleisthenes 120 

600 The Athenians aid the Ionian Colonies in their effofts to 

throw off the yoke of Persia 125 

497 Death of Pythagoras, at Metapontum, in Italy 437 

493 Mardonius defeated in his attempt to invade Greece 120 

490 Battle of Marathon 131 

( Second Persian Invasion 136 

480 < Battle of Thermopylec 144 

(^Battle of Salamis 151 

.MQ f The battle of Platsa 160 

' \ The battle of Mycale, on the same day 182 

47B The rebuilding of the walls of Athens 1G3 

476 The death of Pausanias and banishment of Themistocles. . 166 
470 The victorious career of Cimon, the son of Miltiades .... 170 

469 The Third Messenian War 175 

463 The Egyptians aided by the Athenians endeavour to throw 

off the Persian yoke 173 

460 The age of lyric poetry draws to a close ; about this time 

Pindar and Anacreon flourished 41B 

466 Death of ^schylus^ the founder of tragedy 422 

449 Death of Cimon, and peace with Persia 173 

447 A desultory war between the Thebans and Athenians. . , , 177 

( A truce concluded between Thebes and Athens ib. 

445 < Herodotus reads his history at the Olympic games and 

i Athenian festivals 426 

440 The administration of Pericles — capture of Samos 17B 

436 The war between Corinth and Corcyra 179 

432 The discovery of the Metonic Cycle 436 

431 The breaking out of the first Peloponnesian war 163 

430 The great plague at Athens 185 

429 The death of Pericles 1B7 

f Platsra taken and destroyed by the Thebans and Spartans . 183 
427 s Mitylene captured by the Athenians, the inhabitants spared 191 

i^The sedition at Corcyra 192 

r The democratic faction, aided by the Athenians, prevails in 

426/ Corcyra ib. 

I Demosthsnes fortifies Pylos 193 

(. Capture of the Spartans in the island of Sphacteria 196 

( Aristophanes produces bis best satiric comedies 424 

^ The Athenians conquer the island of Cythera 196 

421 Death of Cleon and Brasidas — end of the first Peloponne- 
sian war 197 

{ Sophoclea produces some of his most celebrated tragedies . . 422 
Alliance between Athens and Argos, brought about by Al- 

cibiodes . . , 200 

446 The expedition against Meloi 202 

^1 c f Athenian expedition to Sicily 203 

\ Recall and banishment of Alcibiades 209 

414 Siege of Syracuse 211 

defeat of the Athenians in Sicily 214 

The celebrity of Euripides 422 

^ The Athenian prisoners that could recite portions of the 
C trigidiei of Euripidea liberated 226 
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411 The tyranny of the Four Hundred 229 

407 Alcibiades recalled from exile 2.S1 

406 The sea-fight at Arginusee 238 

405 The battle of ^gos-Potamoa 242 

r Lysander captures Athens, and thus puts an end to the 
404< second Peloponnesian war 245 

C The Thirty Tyrants I 249 

403 The liberty of Athens restored by Thraaybulus 252 

401 The expedition of the Ten Thousand 257 

400 The accusation and death of Socrates 253 

398 Expedition of Agesilaus into Asia 261 

305 The Spartans defeated at Haliartus 262 

394 The Spartans defeated off Cneidus, but victorious at Coroneia 263 

393 The rebuilding of the walls of Athens 264 

391 Thucydides the historian dies, his work continued by Theo- 

pompus and Xenophon 427 

367 The peace of Antalcidas 264 

3B5 The war in Cyprus terminated, by the submission of Eva- 

goras 265 

363 Treacherous occupation of Thebes by the Spartans 267 

379 The independence of Thebes restored 268 

378 Attempt of Sphodrias on the Feirseeus 269 

371 Battle of Leuctra 273 

370 Murder of Jason, the chief of the Thessalians 279 

369 The Thebans invade the Peloponnesus, and restore Messene 278 

367 Philip of Macedon brought as a hostage to Thebes 261 

354 Death of Felopidas lb. 

363 The battle of Mantineia, and death of Epaminondas 287 

361 The death of Agesilaus 289 

360 The Athenians defeated by Philjp at Methone 296 

358 The revolt of the Athenian Colonies 291 

357 The sacred war occasioned by the Fhocians attacking and 

plundering Delphi 298 

355 The birth of Alexander the Great 300 

348 Philip besieges Olynthus 303 

342 The independence of Euboea secured by Fhocion 307 

340 Philip invades Scythia 310 

338 -f capture of Elateia 312 

' \ Grecian Liberty overthrown at Cberonela 316 

336 The death of Philip 322 

(The destruction of Thebes 329 

{The invasion of the Persian Empire by Alexander 332 

334 The battle of the Granlcua 333 

333 The battle of Issus 337 

332 Tyre taken and Egypt subdued 342 

331 The battle of Arbela 345 

/ The death of Darius '. 351 

ow ^ oratorical contest between ^schines and Demosthenea 371 

329 The defeat of the Asiatic Scythians by Alexander 352^ 

328 Disturbances occasioned by Alexander’s adoption of Asiatic 

customs 3M 

327 Alexander invades India 357 

323 Death of Alexander 367 
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822 The Lamian war 372 

816 CsutBder obtains the kingdom of Macedon . . . 373 

307 Demetrius Pohorccbea captures Athena ib 

801 The battle of Ipsus 372* 

296 Rerolutions In Mmcedon 376 

2^ The Gauls defeated in their attack on Delphi 377 

261 Aratus re-establishes the Achsan League 370 

241 Agis put to death at Sparta for attempting to introduce an 

Agrarian law 360 

222 The battle of Sellasia 3B1 

210 The Romans stimulate the ^tolians to take up arms against 

PhHip, king of Mace don ‘ 3B3 

208 The Achsean general, Philopcemen, defeats the Spartan, 

Machanidas 364 

207 The AEitoHana make peace with Philip ib. 

197 The Romans defeat Philip at Cynoscephalse 388 

190 The Roman commissioners at the Isthmian games proclaim 

the liberty of all the Grecian states 389 

191 Lacedaemon joined to the Achecan league by PhiloptEmen.. 390 
190 Antiochus, king of Syria, deprived of his influence in Greece 

by the Romans ib. 

183 Philopoemen put to death by the Messenians 302 

172 The Romans declare war against Perseus, king of Macedon .303 

166 Macedon becomes a Roman province 395 

147 The capture of Corinth, and subjugation of Greece by the 

Romans 397 

87 The Athenians embrace the cause of Mithridates 399 

88 Athens taken by Sylla, and cruelly sacked 400 

84 Sylla makes peace with Mithridates 401 

A.D. 

1352 Constantinople taken by the Turks 404 

1667 The Morea conquerelby the Venetians 405 

1714 reconquered by the Turks ib. 

1866 Belgrade taken by Cserni George 407 

1821 Ipsilanti raises the standard of revolt 400 

1822 The massacre of Scio 409 

1624 Death of Lord Byron at Messalonghi 410 

11 ,^ f Treaty of London for the pacifleation of Greece 411 

\ Battle of NavarUio ib. 


THE END. 


OiLBEET & Riyinqton, PrintcM, St. John’s Square London. 



WHITTAKER & Co. AVE MARIA LANE, LONDON. 


DR- TAYLOR'S fflSTORY 

OP THE 

OVERTHROW OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 

And the Format iqn of the 
PRINCIPAL EUROPEAN STATES. 

By W. C. Tattlor, LL.D., 

Editor of ''Whittaker’s Improved Edition of Pinnock’s 
Histories of Greece, Rome, and England,"’ &c. 

12mo. 6^. 6c^. cloth. 

This work is intended to connect Ancient and Modern His- 
tory, and should be used after the Histories of Greece and Rome, as 
preliminary to entering on the study of our own history, and that 
of other European states. 

“ This is a compendium of historitftl events from the accession of 
Constantine to the total overthrow oithe eastern empire by Mahomet 
11. A. D. 1463, and the immediate establishment of the Ottoman 
power in Constantinople! consequently, there are above ten centu- 
ries recorded in the work, and these contain the most important and 
extraordinary facts connected with the history of the middle afea. 
The arrangement into chapters is useful; and it is a work of the 
most excellent kind, enhanced by the clear and concise style In 
which it is written.”— Afoming Heralds 


DR. TAYLOR'a 

HISTORY OF FRANCE AND NORMANDY: 

On the Plan of Whittaker’s Improved Edition of Pinnock'a 
Histones. 

Third Edition, with Additions. 

12rao. Price 6 j. bound and lettered. 

The numerous wars that have taken place between the English 
and French nations, have so interwoven tha histories of the two 
people, that soine acquaintance with one is necessary to a knowledge 
of the other. The part relating to the wars of our Hanrys and 
Edwards ttaa been careftiUy compiled from tha old contemporaej 
chronicles, and use has been made throughout iha whole of every 
available source. The present edition brings the luitory dewB ta 
the accession of Louis Philippe. This work should be used in con- 
junction with Pinnock’s England. 


WHITTAKER & Co^AVE MARIA LANE, LONDON. 

WHITTAKER^S 

IMPROVED EDITION OF PINNOCK'S 

SCHOOL HISTORIES 

OF 

ENGLAND, GREECE, AND ROME. 

WITH CONSIDERABLE ADDITIONS AND AMENDMENTS. 

BY DR. W. C. TAYLOR. 

12mo. haDdsomely bound and illustrated. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. The 41 st Edition, 6s. bound. 
HISTORY OF ROME. The 29tb Edition, 5s. 6rf. bound. 
HISTORY OF GREECE. The25th Edition, 5 j. 6rf. bound. 

Very large mmia have been expended on these works, 
since they became the properly of Messrs. Whittaker & 
Co., who have embellished them with numerous Portraits, 
Woodcuts, and coloured Maps and Plans; and have bad 
them edited on the explanatory and interrogative Systems, 
and copiously illusUrsted by Notes, Genealogical Tables, 
and 


Justly celebrated, for many reasons, as Doldsmlth'i Abridgments 
of the Histories of England, Greece, and Rome, long have been, 
their use nerer became universal until WHiTTAXEa’s Improved 
Editions appeared. Independent of their being edited on the expla- 
natory and interrogative systems, they are very considerably enlarged 
by tilt .addition of numerous Notes and Chapters, Genealogical 
Tables, Classloal Maps, &c. ; and have this decided advantage over 
all other oditioos, that not a single expression or allusion calculated 
to convey an Improper sentiment, has been suffered to remain ; 
while etch volume Is replete with biographical, geographical, and 
political infonnation, not to be met with in any other set of books of 
the atne sise and price."— Literary Gazette. 
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with Notes at the end. New edition, 12rao. cloth .0 7 6 
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By the Rev, F. Metcalfe. With Notes at the end. 
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CICERO, with Notes and Indexes. New edit. 

l2mo. cloth 0 6 0 

SALLUST, with Notes and Indexes. New 

edition, 12mo. cloth . . . . . .050 
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edition, l2mo. cloth 0 4 6 

ARAGO’S Lectures on Aatronomy. New edition, Bvo. sewed 0 2 0 

B AIRD’S Classical Manual. 12mo. cloth . . .040 

BARKER’S Lempriere's Classical Dictionary. By the 
Rev. J. A. Giles, D.C.L. 8vo. cloth . . .0150 

BEASLEY’S Dictation Exercises. IBmo. cloth , .020 

BELLENGER’S French Conversations, New edition, 

12ino. cloth 0 2 6 

BOYER and DELETANVILLE’S Complete French Dic- 
tionary. New edition, 8vo. bound . . . . 0 12 0 

BROWNING’S History of the Huguenots. 8vo. sewed ,0 6 0 

BUTTMAN’S (Dr. P.) Intermediate, or Larger Greek Gram- 
mar. New edit. By Dr. Charles Supf. 8vn. cloth. 0 15^"^ 
BYTHNER’S Lyre of David. By the Rev. T. Dee, A.B. / ; 
New edition, by N, L. Benmohel, A.M.^Bvo. cloth ^ 1 ^ 

C iESAR de Bello Gallico. With English Notes, iSce., by 

George Long, M.A. 12mo. cloth . . . .056 

CAMPAN’S (Madame) Conversations in French and English, 

New edition. 12mo. cloth . . . ■ .036 

— in German and English, 

12mo, cloth . . . . • . .040 

- — in Italian and English. 

l2mo, cloth . . , . ■ . . .040 

CARPENTER’S Spelling Assistant. New edit. l2mo. cloth 0 16 

CHEPMELL’S (Rev. Dr. H. Le M.) Course of History. 

First series. 12mo. cloth . . . . .050 

Second series, in the Press. 

CICERO’S Minor Works. De Officiis, iSlc. &c. With Eng- 
lish Notes, by W. C. Taylor, LL.D. New edition, 

12mD. cloth . . . . . • . ,046 

CICERO de Amicitia, de Senectute, &c. With Notes, &c. 
by G. Long, Esq,, M.A., Trinity College, Cambridge. 
l2mo. cloth . . . . . . .046 

COMSTOCK’S System of Natural Philosophy. New edition, 

by Lees. IBmo. bound 0 4 6 
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D ES CARRIERES’ Hiatoire de France. New editiun, 

by M. Delille. 12mo. bound 0 7 0 

DRAKENBORCH’S LIVY, with Crevier’s Notea, fitc. < 

3 voIb, 8vo. cloth 1110 

DUNCAN’S Euglieh Expositor. 24th edition. 12mo. cloth 0 16 

F LUGEL’S German and English, and English and German 
Dictionary. With numernus alterations and cor- 
rections. New edition. 2 vols, Bvo. doth . .14 0 

Abridged. New and revised edition, 

l2mo. bound 0 7 C 

FULTON and KNIGHT’S English Pronouncing Dictionary. 

New edition, greatly improved, square, bound ,0 4 6 

G eography and history. By a Lady. New edition, 

by Maunder. Pirao. bound 0 4 6 

GRADUS ad PARNASSUM. Ptper. New and improved 

edition, Kvo. cloth .076 

GRAGLIA'S Italian Dictionary. 18mo. bound . .046 

H AMEL’S New Universal French Grammar. New edition, 

12mo. bound .040 

French Exercises. New edition, 12mo. bound 0 4 0 

%* Key to ditto, by Gros. New edition, l2mo, bound 0 3 0 
— — — French Grammar and Exercises, by Lambert. 

l2mD. bound . . . . . . . .086 

Key to ditto, by Lambert. 12mo. bound , .040 

HAZLITT’S Classical Gazetteer. A Dictionary of Ancient 

Geography, Sacred and Profane. Bvo, cloth . , 0 B 6 

HEALE’S (Rev. E. M.) Manual of Geography for the Use 

of Military Students. 12mo. cloth . . . 0 4 6 

HERODOTUS, by Gaisford. 2 vols. Bvo, cloth . .110 

HINCKS’ Greek and English School Lexicon. New edition, 

improved, siuiare, bound . . . .070 

' - ■ Summaryxf Ancient and Modern HUtory. New 

edition, IBmo. cloth . . . . . . .030 

HORACE, with English Notes, &c., abridged from his 
edition in the Bibliotheca Classics, by the Rev, 

A. J. Macleane, M.A. 12mo. cloth . . .006 

HOSE'S Elements of Euclid, with new and improved 

Diagrams. 12mo. cloth 0 4 0 

K EIGHTLEY’S History of India, Bvo, cloth .080 

KEITH’S Complete Measurer, 12mo. bound . .050 

Practical Arithmetic. New edition, by 

Maynard. 12mo, bound'. . . ' . , ,046 

System of Geography. New edition, 12mo. 

bound . . 060 

KOCH’S History of Europe. Bvo. cloth . . . .060 

L EBAHN^S Practice in German. 12mo. cloth, . .060 

LEVIZACTS French Dictionary. New edit. 12mo. bd. 0 9 0 

LIVY. With English Notes, by Dr, Stocker. Vol, I. in 
I two parts. Bvo, boards 14 0 


SCHOOL BOOKS. 
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M AYOR'S Eton Latin Grammar. 12mo. bound . .026 

MEIDINGER’S German Self-Teacher, IBmo. 
bii^nd 0 , .066 

MITCHELL’S SOPHOCLES. With Enfflieh Notee, Critical 

and Explanatory. 2 voIb. flvo. cloth . . .18 0 

%* The Plays can be had separately, Bvo. cloth, 6s. each. 
MOLINEUX on the Globes, by Maynard. l2nio. cloth .0 3 0 
MORRISON’S (Charles) Introduction to Book-keeping, flvo. 

half-bound . , . . , ,0B0 

MURRAY’S English Grammar. 18rao. bound . . .010 

N IBLOCK’S Latin-English and English-Latin Dictionary, 
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NUGENT’S French and English Dictiqnary. square, bound 0 7 6 

Pearl. New edition, Iflmo. bound .0 6 6 

O LLENDORFF’S (Dr. H. G.) French Method. Fourth 

edition, 8vn. cloth .0120 

Key to ditto, hy Dr. Ollendorff. Byo. cloth .0 7 0 

r— — German Method. Part I. Seventh 
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Key to ditto, hy Dr. Ollendorff. Bvo. cloth .0 7 0 

P ERRIN’S Elements of French Convereation. New 
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Fables, French and English. New edition, 
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Arithmetical Tables, IBmo. sewed. New 

edition . . . . . ■ • ■ ,006 
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